by 

Hi  WHITEHORN, 
Official  Reporter  to 
Congress. 


(GREAT  CENTRAL  HALL, 


EWPORT  (MON.). 

C W.  B0WEBR1N,  Secretory. 


“ BOURN VILLE  COCOA  represents 

the  Highest  grade  of  nutritive  cocoa  at  present  op 
the  market;  it  fully  maintains  its  high  reputation 
In  food  value  and  delicacy  of  flavour,  and  is  second  « .. 
to  none  in  any  respect  whatsoever.”  _ CAtfou 

— Medical  Magazine,  March,  1912. 
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CO-OPERATIVE  INSURANCE  SOCIETY  Lll 

Chief  Office:  109,  CORPORATION  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 

Branch  Office* : 23-27,  Morrison  Street,  Glasgow  1 12,  Shandwlck  Place,  Edl 

66,  Sunbridge  Road,  Bradford  | 64,  Westmorland  Road,  Newcastle-upon-Tyr 
S3,  Queen  Street,  Cardiff  i 14,  Red  Lion  Square,  Holborn,  London,  W.C,  i 
3,  Commercial  Building*,  Dame  Street,  Dublin. 


esta-blishkd  laev. 


Life,  Annuities,  Fire,  Fidelity,  Burglary,  Plate  G 
Motor  Vehicles,  Horse,  “Third  Party11  Accident,  ah 
Workmen’s  Compensation  Insurance. 

Claims  Paid , £ 525,000 . 


Insurance  Funds,  £ 375,000 m - 


The  Profits  of  the  Life  Department  are  divisible  exclusively  with  Life  Polio 


For  proposal  forms  and  information  apply  to  the  Co-operative  Society  of  which  you  : 

or  to  the  individual  Agent  connected  therewith,  or  to  the  Chief  Office,  a*  above. 


CO-OPERATIVE  UNION  LIMITED 


“ HOLYpAKB  HOUSE,"  HANOVER  STRQBTt,  MANCHESTER. 


BULBS  FOR  CONDUCT  OF  JOINT  COMMITTEE  OF  TRADE  UNIONISTS  AND  CO-OPBBATORB. 


1.  That  there  be  a Joint  committee  conalaflng  ot  four  representatives  from  the  Trades  Union  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  and  foar  representatives  from  tbs  Co-operative  Union  Limited. 

a.  That  the  duty  of  this  committee  shall  be  to  make  full  Inquiry  into  all  disputes  arising  between 
co-operative  societies  and  their  employees. 

3.  Tbat  the  committee,  on  hearing  of  any  each  dispute,  shall  eemmunloate  with  the  parties  thereto, 
end  offer  their  services  as  arbitrators. 

*.  That,  In  the  event  of  the  offer  df  the  committee  being  deollnad,  they  shall  have  power,  on  their  own 
Initiative,  to  make  all  necessary  Inquiry,  If  In  their  discretion  such  action  be  deemed  Justifiable. 

8.  That  the  oommittee  shall  make  a report  of  the  result  of  their  inquiry  t— 

(a)  To  tho  parties  to  the  dispute;  (M  To  the  respective  Congresses. 

But  It  shell  be  understood  that*  when  the  oommittee  take  action  on  their  own  Initiative  their  decision  shell 
not  be  considered  as  binding  «n  either  party.  ' » 

e.  That  the  Joint  committee  shall  make  an  annual  report  to  each  Congress.  The  report  shell  contain  ■ 
full  particulars  relating  to  the  number,  nature,  and  result  of  each  dispute  Inquired  into  during  the  year. 

7.  That  the  committee  be  called  together  in  the  month  of  October  In  each  year  to  arrange  the  order 
of  their  prooeedlnge  for  the  next  twelve  months. 

8.  That  applloatlons  for  tbs  services  of  this  committee  to  ha  made  as  follows:— 

(a)  By  any  body  of  Trade  Unionists— to  the  secretary  of  the  Parliamentary  Commlttea  of  the  Trades 
Union  Congress  t <&)  By  any  co-operative  society  to  the  secretary  of  the  Co-operative  Union  Limited. 


ATTENTION 


» 


JUST  A WORD  ! *jegu 


Have  you  bought  any 
Footwear  with  the  ^ 


Stamp  on  ? 


Insist  upon  Union  Stamped  * 
Goods  when  ptirchasin 


your  Footwear,  and  thus 
help  in  a practical  way 
the  worker  to  obtain  and 


Copyright. 


maintain  good  wages. 


If  not,  why  not  P 


The  following  resolution  was  passed  unanimously  at  the  Trade  Cotigress  held  at  Newcastle-on- 

Tyne,  September  4, 1911 ; — / " ? 

“ That  this  Congress  strongly  recommends  all  Trade  Unionists  to  wear  only  those  boots 
and  shoes  which  bear  upon  them  the  Trade  Union  stamp,  it  being  a guarantee  that  boots  and 
shoes  so  stamped  have  been  produced  by  Trade  Union  labour,-  and  that  sweating-  has  been 
entirely  eliminated  in  their  production.  Further,  this  Congress  feels  that  it  is  the  bounden 
duty  of  all  who  believe  in  good  wages  and  fair  conditions  for  themselves  to  help  others  as  far 
as  possible  to  obtain  the  same  conditions.  The  Congress,  therefore,  agrees  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  their  friends  the  advisability  of  only  purchasing  boots  and  shoes  bearing  the  Trade 
Union  stamp.” 


Insist  upon  your  retailer  supplying  you. 
with  Trade  Union  STAMPED  FOOTWEAR. 


Further  particulars  can  be  obtained  of  B.  L.  PoULTON,  General  Secretary  of 
the  above-named  Union,  St.  James’  Street,  Leicester. 
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REPORT  OF  PROCEEDINGS 


AT  THE 

FORTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL 

; f-v  ■ 

Trades  Union  Congress 

HELD  IN  THE 

GREAT  CENTRAL  HALL,  NEWPORT  (MON.), 


ON 

September  2nd  to  7th,  1912. 


c.  w. 
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BOWERMAN, 
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Sonbon : 
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TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS. 


Officers  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  Parliamentary  Committee. 

Chairman : 

W.  J.  DAVIS,  J.P.  - Amalgamated  Brassworkers. 

Vice-Chairman : 

W.  THORNE,  M.P. Gasworkers  and  General  Labourers. 

Secretary : 

C.  W.  BOWERMAN,  M.P.  - - - - London  Society  of  Compositors. 

PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE. 

GROUP  1. 

Me.  J.  HILL  (Boilermakers). 

Group  2. — Building  Trades. 

Mr.  W.  MATKIN,  J.P.  (General  Union  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners). 

Group  3.— Cotton  Operatives. 

Mr.  W.  MULLIN,  J.P.  (Card  and  Blowing  Room  Operatives). 

Croup  4.— Dock  labourers,  Stevedores,  Craneman,  Enginemen,  etc. 

Mr.  J.  SEXTON,  J.P.  (National  Union  of  Dock  Labourers). 

Group  5— Gasworkers  and  General  labourers. 

Mr.  W.  THORNE,  M.P.  (Gasworkers  and  General  Labourers). 

Group  6. — Metal  Workers. 

Mr.  W.  J.  DAVIS,  J.P.  (Amalgamated  Brassworkers). 

Group  7.— miners. 

Mr.  J.  HASLAM,  M.P.  (Miners’  Federation). 

Group  8.— Printing  and  Paper  Trades. 

MR.  A.  EVANS  (Printers’  Warehousemen  and  Cutters). 

Group  9.— Railway  Servants. 

Mr.  J.  E.  WILLIAMS  (Amalgamated  Society  of  Railway  Servants). 

Group  io.— Weavers. 

Mr.  J.  W.  OGDEN  (Northern  Counties  Weavers). 

Group  li.— Miscellaneous  Trades. 

Mr.  M.  ARRANDALE,  J.P.  (United  Machine  Workers). 

Mr.  G.  EDWARDS  (Agricultural  Labourers). 

Mr.  H.  GOSLING  (Watermen  and  Lightermen). 

Mr.  J.  JENKINS,  J.P.  (Shipconstructive  and  Shipwrights). 

Mr.  J.  A.  SEDDON  (Shop  Assistants). 

MR.  J.  B.  WILLIAMS  (Musicians). 

Offices  : General  Buildings,  Aldwych,  Strand,  London,  W.C. 
September,  1912. 


Objects  of  Trades  Union  Congress  and  Parliamentary  Committee. 

1.  To  watch  ail  legislation  affecting  labour. 

2.  To  initiate  such  legislation  as  Congress  may  direct. 

3.  To  arrange  Programme  for  Congress  from  Resolutions  sent 
from  Trades. 

4.  To  verify  all  Delegates’  Credentials. 

5.  To  arrange  for  the  meeting  of  Congress* 

6.  To  ballot  for  position  and  order  of  the  Resolutions. 

7.  To  transact  the  business  between  each  Congress. 


TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS. 


3 


A5 

\3\1 


DELEGATES  TO  AMERICAN  CONVENTION  OF  LABOUR. 


Dates. 

Place. 

Delegates. 

Trades  Represented. 

1894 

Denver  

J.  Burns,  M.P 

D.  Holmes,  J.P 

E . Co  woy  

Engineers. 

Weavers. 

Miners’  Federation. 

1895 

1896 

Gincinafcti 

J.  Mawdsley,  J.P 

S.  Woods,  M.P 

J.  Mallinson 

Cotton  Spinners. 
Miners’  Federation. 

Shoe  Makers. 

Sailors  and  Firemen. 

1897 

Nashville  

J.  H.  Wilson,  M.P 

E.  Harford 

Railway  Servants. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Makers. 

1898 

W.  Inskip,  J.P 

W.  Thorne 

Gasworkers. 

1899 

Detroit  

J.  Haslam,  J.P 

Miners’  Federation. 

A.  Wilkie  ’ 

Shipwrights. 
Miners’  Federation. 

1900 

J.  Weir  

P.  Chirr  an  

Gasworkers. 

1901 

B.  Tillett  

Dockers,  etc. 

Carpenters  and  Joiners. 
Miners’  Federation. 

F.  Chandler,  J.P 

1902 

1903 

E.  Edwards,  J.P 

Boston  

M.  Arrandale,  J.P 

W.  Mullin,  J.P 

■T.  O’Grn.dy  

Machine  Workers. 

Card  Room  Operatives. 
Furnishing  Trades. 
Miners’  Federation. 

1904 

San  Francisco  

W.  Abraham,  M.P 

J.  Wignall  

Dockers,  etc. 

United  Patternmakers. 

1905 

Pittsburg  

W.  Mosses 

D Crilmonr  

Miners’  Federation. 

1906 

Minneapolis 

A.  Gee 

Weavers  & Textile  Wkrs. 

J.  N.  Bell,  J.P 

Union  of  Labour. 

1907 

Norfolk  

D.  J.  Shackleton,  M.P.. 

Amalgamated  Weavers. 
British  Steel  Smelters. 

J.  Hodge,  M.P...' 

1908 

Denver  

J.  Wadsworth,  M.P.  . . 
H.  J.  Skinner  

Miners’  Federation. 

Typographical  Associatn. 
National  Gasworkers. 

1909 

Toronto 

J.  R.  Glynes,  M.P 

A.  H.  Gill,  M.P 

W.  Brace,  M.P 

B.  Turner,  J.P 

1910 

St.  Louis  

Cotton  Spinners’  Amal. 
Miners’  Federation. 

Weavers  & Textile  Wkrs*. 

1911 

Atlanta,  Ga 

J.  Crinion,  J.P 

G.  H.  Roberts,  M.P.  .. 
J.  A.  Seddon 

Card  Room  Operatives. 
Typographical  Assocn. 
Shop  Assistants. 
Miners’  Federation. 

1912 

Rochester 

R.  Smillie,  J.P 

DELEGATES  FROM  AMERICA  TO  TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS. 


Dates. 

Place. 

Delegates. 

1894 

Norwich 

H.  Lloyd. 

S.  Gompers  and  P.  J.  McQuire. 
J.  Sullivan  and  A.  Strasser. 

M.  Fox  and  G.  McNeil. 

1895 

Cardiff  

1896 

Edinburgh 

1897 

Birmingham 

1898 

1899 

1900 

Bristol  

J.  Duncan  and  H.  Lloyd. 

J.  O’Connell  and  T.  J.  Tracey. 
■T.  M.  TTnnt.p.r  and  K.  .T.  Kont, 

Plymouth  

Huddersfield 

1901 

Swansea 

T.  J.  Keefe  and  E.  F.  O’Rourke. 
H.  Blackmore  and  P.  Dolan. 

1902 

London  

1903 

Leicester  

Max  Hayes  and  Martin  Lawler. 
W.  D.  Ryan  and  Dennis  Driscoll. 
J.  A.  Moffitt  and  J.  Wood. 

1904 

Leeds  

1905 

Hanley 

1906 

Liverpool  

F.  K.  Foster  and  J.  Wilson 

1907 

Bath  

J.  T.  Dempsey  and  W.  E.  Klapetzky. 
A.  Feruseth  and  J.  J.  Creamer. 

S.  Gompers,  J.  P.  Frey,  B.  A.  Larger. 
W.  B.  Wilson  and  T.  V O’Connor 

1908 

Nottingham 

1909 

Ipswich 

1910 

Sheffield 

1911 

Newcastle-on-Tyne 

D.  J.  Tobin  and  W.  B.  Macfarlane. 
G.  L.  Berry  and  -J.  H.  Walker. 

1912 

Newport  (Mon.)  

Names  and  Addresses  of  Secretaries  and  Delegates  attending  the  NEWPORT  (MON.)  CONGRESS,  1912,  the  Names 
of  the  Societies  and  Number  of  Members  which  they  represent,  the  amounts  paid  since  September,  1911, 
towards  the  expenses  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  and  the  amount  of  Delegates’  Fees. 
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LI5T  OF  DELEGATES. 


Names  of  Delegates. 

Ablett,  N 

Abraham,  Rt.  Hon.W.,  M.P. 

Adamson,  W.,  M.P 

Allen,  D.  Lee  

Allen,  T 

Allinson,  G 

Ammon,  G.  G 

Anderson,  J 

Andrews,  T 

Andrew,  W 

Angrove,  W.  S 

Annable,  G 

Arnold,  H 

Arrandale,  M 

Ashton,  T.,  J.P 

Askew*  T 

Atkins,  J.  J 

Atkin,  K.  (Miss)  

Attewell,  A 

Ayton,  G.  H.  


District. 

Abertillery 

Cardiff  

Dunfermline 

Bolton  

Salford  

Middlesbrough  . . . 

London  

London  

Bolton 

Merthyr 

Penarth 

Ilkeston  Junction 

Birmingham 

Manchester  

Manchester  

Blackburn 

Birmingham 

Nottingham 

Nottingham 

Leyton  


Barker,  G 

Barnsby,  J 

Bawdan,  E.  H 

Beaumont,  W 

Bell,  J.  N 

Bell,  R 

Bellamy,  G 

Bellem,  C 

Beston,  W.  F 

Betteridge,  J.  W 

Binks,  G 

Birchenough,  F.  W 

Birtwistle,  D 

Black,  A 

Black,  £ 

Blackledge,  T.  

Blackshaw,  A 

Bolton,  W.  T 

Booth,  Mrs 

Bowden,  W 

Bowen,  J.  W 

Brace,  W.,  M.P 

Braden,  J 

Bradley,  G.  E 

Bradley,  L.  E 

Bramley,  F 

Briggs,  W.  H 

Brindle,  J 

Brocklehurst,  S 

Brown,  R 

Bryan,  Geo 

Buckle,  J 

Buckley,  W 

Buckner,  W.  A 

Bull,  E.  J 

Bullon,  J 

Burns,  J 

Burrows,  A 

Butler,  J.,  J.P 

Byrne,  M 


Abertillery  

London  

Bradford  

Bradford  

Newcastle  on-Tyne. . . 

Willenhall 

South  Shields 

Birmingham 

Cheltenham 

Castleford 

Oldham 

Burnley 

Dunfermline 

Cardiff  

Chorley  

Blackburn 

Blackburn 

Hyde  

Pontypridd  

Swansea  

Newport  

Catford  

Colne 

Kettering  

London  

Manchester  

Wigan 

Chesterfield  

Dalkeith 

Lancashire  

Leeds 

Burton-on-Trent  . . . . 

Edinburgh 

Plumstead 

Blackburn 

Hull  

Winsford  

Manchester  

Birmingham 


Trade  Unions  Represented. 
Miners’  Federation 
Miners’  Federation 
Miners’  Federation 
Cardroom  Operatives 
United  Carters 

Blastfurnacemen’s  Federation 
Fawcett  Associate  n 
Stevedores’  League 
Cardroom  Operatives 
Miners’  Federation 
Railway  Servants 
Colliery  Enginemen 
Wire  Drawers’  Society 
Machine  Workers’  Association 
Miners’  Federation 
Weavers’  Association 
Typographical  Association 
Cigar  Makers’  Association 
Lace  Makers’  Society 
Railway  Servants 

Miners’  Federation 

Labour  Protection  League 

Tramway  Workers 

Machine  Woolcombers’  Association 

National  Union  of  Labour 

Miners’  Federation 

Locksmiths’  Society 

Sailors  and  Firemen 

Amalgamated  Toolmakers’  Society 

Gasworkers’  Union 

Colliery  Enginemen 

Spinners’  Association 

Weavers’  Association 

Miners’  Federation 

Clerks’  Union 

Weavers’  Association 

Amalgamated  Weavers 

Weavers’  Association 

Felt  Hat  Trimmers 

Miners’  Federation 

Postmen’s  Federation 

Miners’  Federation 

Watermen,  Lightermen 

Weavers’  Association 

Boot  and  Shoe  Operatives 

Furnishing  Trades  Association 

Farriers,  Amalgamated  Society  of 

Amalgamated  Weavers 

Miners'  Federation 

Miners’  Federation 

Miners’  Federation 

Boot  and  Shoe  Operatives 

Miners’  Federation 

Scottish  Typographical  Association 

Co-operative  Employees’  Union 

Loom  Overlookers 

Dock,  Riverside  Workers 

Weaver  Watermen’s  Association 

Miners’  Federation 

Tailors'  Society 


Cairns,  J 

Gallear,  W.  . . . 
, Callener,  G.  W. 
Campbell,  0.. . . 


Newcastle-on-Tyne  . . Miners’  Federation 

Tunstall Dippers,  Placers,  and  Firemen 

Birmingham Tinplate  Workers 

Glasgow Steel  and  Iron  Workers  of  Gt.  Britain 
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Names  op  Delegates.  District. 


Trade  Unions  Represented. 


Cann,  T.  H 

Cape,  T 

Carr,  W.  H 

Carroll,  R 

Carter,  L 

Carter,  W 

Carty,  J 

Cassidy,  P 

Cathery,  E 

Cecil,  T 

Challis,  T.  H 

Chandler,  A.  E 

Cbappel,  J 

Charlton,  W.  B 

Clark,  J 

Clarke,  J.  W 

Clarke,  W 

Clay,  H.  E 

Clough,  F 

Clynes,  J.  R.,  M.P 

Cocker,  J 

Collins,  J.  

Conley,  A 

Coombes,  F 

Cooper,  B 

Coulthard,  S 

Coulton,  W 

Coe,  J 

Crinion,  J . . . 

■Cross,  J 

Cullen,  J 

Cunliffe,  T 

Cuthbertson,  J 


Durham Miners’  Federation 

South  Staflords-hire. . Miners’ Federation 
Ashton-under-Lyne  . . Card  Room  Operatives 

Bootle  Dock  and  Riverside  Workers 

Ebbw  Vale Blastfurnacemen’s  Federation 

Nottingham Miners’ Federation 

Bacup  Weaver*.’  Association 

Durham Miners'  Federation 

London  Sailors  and  Firemen 

London French  Polishers 

London  Barge  Builders 

Sheffield  Railway  Clerks 

Batley Weavers  and  Textile  Workers 

Durham Colliery  Eng'memen 

Durham Miners’  Deputies’  Association 

London Scientific  Instrument  Makers’  Society 

London Enginemen’s  Federation 

Leeds Tramway  Workers 

Great  Harwood Weavers 

Oldham Gasworkers’  Union 

Oldham Card  Room  Operatives 

Grimsby  Enginemen’s  Federation 

Leeds Clothiers’  Operatives’  Un'on 

Exeter  Enginemen’s  Federation 

London  Cigar  Makers’  Association 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  . ..  Miners’  Deputies’  Association 

Nortbfieet Watermen  and  Lightermen 

Darlington Iron  and  Steel  Workers’  Society 

Oldham Card  Room  Operatives 

Accrington  Amalgamated  Weavers 

Barrow-in-Furness  . . Shipwrights’  Association. 

Accrington Weavers’  Association 

Birmingham Metal,  Wire,  and  Tube  Makers 


Davidson,  B.,, Dunfermline.. 

Davies,  B Pontypridd  .. 

Davies,  J.,  J.P Tredegar 

Davies,  T.  B Middlesbrough 

Davies,  Councillor  W Abertillery 

Davies,  W.  J Birmingham  . . 

Davis,  C.  F London 

Dawtry,  W.  F Manchester  .. 

Dean,  F.  J Walsall  

Dent,  R London 

Dickinson, W Dunkinfield  .. 

Doonan,  J Bathgate  .... 

Duberry,  H London 

Duckworth,  J Bury  

Duerden,  J Blackburn.... 

Duffy,  T Durham 

Duggleby,  W Hull  

Dunford,  T.  H Liverpool  . . . . 

Dyson,  W Stockport 


Miners’  Federation 
Miners’  Federation 
Miners’  Federation 
Dock  and  Riverside  Workers 
Miners’  Federation 
Brass  workers’  Society 
Compositors'  Society 
Steam  Engine  Makers’  Society 
Miners’  Federation 
Compositors’  Society 
Cardroom  Operatives 
Miners’  Federation 
Fawcett  Association 
Card  Room  Operatives 
Loom  Overlookers 
Cokemen’s  Association 
Railway  Clerks 
Dock  and  Riverside  Workers 
Paper  Makers’  Society 


Edmiston,  J.  H 

Edwards,  G 

Elvin,  H.  H 

Emery,  H 

Evans,  A 

Evans,  J.  O 

Evans,  D 

Evans,  R 

Evans,  T 


Newcastle-on-Tyne  ..  Plumbers’ Association 

Fakenham Agricultural  Labourers 

London  Clerks’  Union 

Hanley  Bakers  and  Confectioners 

London Printers’  Warehousemen  and  0utter3 

Middlesbrough Steel  Workers’  Asseciation 

Pontypridd  Enginemen’s  Federation 

Bristol  Cabinet  Makers 

Merthyr Miners’  Federation 


Farron,  J. 
Fielden,  E 
Finney,  S. 
Firth,  J. . . 
Fisher,  S. 
Flint,  J... 


Manchester  Weavers’  Association 

Oldham Weavers’  Association 

Burslem Miners’  Federation 

Birmingham Gasworkers’  Union 

Cardiff  Coal  Trimmers 

Chesterfield  Miners'  Federation 
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Flynn,  T.  A 

Foot,  W 

Fors'er,  J 

Forre-ter,  W 

Foster,  H 

Foster,  J 

Foster,  Thomas  

Fotheringham,  J 

Friend,  E 

Frith,  G 


District. 

Manchester  

London  

Northumberland  .... 

Clitheroe  

Barnsley  

Durham 

Manchester  

London  

Oldham 


Galbraith,  S Durham  . .. 

Gallacher,  W Hamilton  .. 

Gardner,  A Glasgow 

Gates,  E.  C Manchester 

Gatley,  E Runcorn.. . . 

Gavin,  J Glasgow 

Gee,  A Huddersfield 

Gee,  W Hyde  

George,  W Cardiff 

Gill,  A.  Liverpool  .. 

Gill,  A.  H..M.P.  Bolton 

Gill,  H Chesterfield 

Giliam,  F.  W.  Netherfield 

Gilmour,  D Hamilton  .. 

Glew,  J.  F York  ...... 

Godfrey,  W London  . . . . 

Gold,  j Hamilton  .. 

Gordon,  J.  C L-ndon  . . . . 

Gosling,  H London  . . . . 

Green,  J Barnsley . . . . 

Gregor,  C.  C Edinburgh.. 

Gregory,  S Nottingham 

Griffiths,  G Barnsley  .. 

Griffiths,  W.  T Darlington . . 

Grisley,  Councillor  G London 

Grogan,  T Blackburn  . . 

Grundy,  A Bolton  . . . . 

Grundy,  T Bradford  . . 

Guest,  F Bulton  . . . . 

Gwynne,  J.  H Swansea  . . . . 


Haddon,  A Glasgow 

Hale,  G.  M Glasgow 

Hallsworth,  J Manchester  

Hamer,  S Darwen 

Hamer,  S Swinton 

Hancock,  J.  G.,  M.P Nottingham 

Hanratty,  J Liverpool  

Harding,  D.  H London  

Hardman,  J Lancashire  

Hartshorne,  Y Merthyr 

Hartshorn,  W Nottingham 

Harris,  A London 

Harrison,  G London  

Harvey,  W.  E.,- M.P Chesterfield  

Haslam,  J.,  M.P Chesterfield  

Hayhurst,  J Bradford 

Heath.  Mrs.  E Leicester  

Hegarty,  J London  

Hegs,  R Blackburn 

Henderson,  C.  A Tyne  Dock 

Hewitt,  G.  E St  Faiths 

Hiles,  H Cardiff  

Hill,  A Leicester  

Hill,  J Newcastle-on-Tyne 

Hill,  L.  A London 

Hill,  R Bradford 

Hinson,  J Barry  Dock  

Hobson,  C Sheffield 

Hodges,  F Tondu 


Trade  Unions  Represented. 
Tailors’  Society 
Railway  Servants 
Colliery  Mechanics 
Miners’  Federation 
Weavers’  Association 
Miners’  Federation 
Miners’  Federation 
United  Carters 
Bookbinders’  Union 
Brassfounders,  Turners,  eic. 

Miners’  Federation 

Miners’  Federation 

Scottish  Painters 

Postal  Telegraph  Clerks 

Watermen  and  Porters 

Steel  and  Iron  Workers  of  Great  Britain 

Weavers’  Associa’ion 

Card  Room  Operatives 

Steam  Engine  Makers 

Street  Masons’  Sooiety 

Cotton  Spinners 

Colliery  Deputies’  Association 

Railway  Servants 

Miners’  Federation 

Railway  Servants 

Carmen’s  Union 

Miners’  Federation 

Sheet  Metal  Workers’  Society 

Watermen  and  Lightermen 

Engine  and  Motormen’s  Association 

Bookbinders’  Union 

Miners’  Federation 

Miners’  Federation 

Iron  and  Steel  Workers'  Society 

Engine  and  Crane  Drivers 

Weavers’  Association 

Carters,  Lurry,  and  Motormen’s  Union 

Wool  Sorters,  National  Union 

Card  Room  Operatives 

Tin  and  Sheet  Milkmen's  Society 

Steel  and  Iron  Workers  of  Gt.  Brita’n 

Telephone  Employees 

Co-operative  Employees 

Weavers’  Association 

Cotton  Spinners 

Miners’  Federation 

Dock  and  Riverside  Workers 

Royal  Liver  Agents’  Union 

Miners’  Federation 

Miners’  Federation 

Framework  Knitters’  Union 

Labour  Protection  League 

Coopers  of  Gt.  Britain 

Miners’  Federation 

Miners’  Federation 

Bleachers’  and  Dyers’  Federation 

Midland  Counties’  Bleachers 

Stevedores’  League 

Weavers’  Association 

Railway  Servants 

Agricultural  Labourers 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

Boot  and  Shoe  Operatives 

Boilermakers’  Society 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

Enginemen’s  Federation 

StKlors  and  Firemen 

Gold,  Silver  and  Kindred  Trades 

Miners’  Federation 
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District. 

Holland,  A 

. Rochdale  

Holland,  J.  W 

. Manchester  ........ 

Holden,  E 

. Blackburn 

Holmes,  D 

. Hull  

Hood,  L 

. New  Cumnock 

Horne,  G 

. London  

Hopkins,  W 

. Pontypridd  

Hoskin,  J 

Barnsley 

House,  Alderman  W 

. Durham1.. 

Howard,  W 

Bury  

Howes,  H.  W 

London  

Hoyle,  J 

Burnley 

Hughes,  A 

Bolton  

Hughes,  E 

Wrexham  

Hughes,  W 

. Oswaldtwistle  

Humphrey,  W 

. Newport  (Mon.)  .... 

Hunter,  R 

. St  Helens 

Hutchison,  A 

Rotherham  

Isaacs,  G.  A 

. London  

Jack,  J.  M.,  J.P 

. Glasgow 

Jackson,  G.  T 

. Manchester  

Jackson,  G 

. Newport 

Jackson,  S 

H ey  wood  

James,  J 

Merthyr 

Jancey,  W.  E 

. Bristol  

Jarman,  W 

. Manchester  

Jeffers,  T 

. Liverpool  

Jeffers,  H 

. Newport 

Jenkins,  J 

. London  

Jenkins,  H 

Merthyr 

Jenkins,  J 

. Cirdiff  

Jenkins,  W 

Merthyr 

Johns.  J.  H 

. Swansea 

Johnson,  W.,  M.P 

. Bedworth  

Jones,  A 

. Hasland 

Jones,  C.  B 

. Merthyr 

Jones,  D 

. Leeds 

Jones,  J 

. Merthyr 

Jones,  J.  H 

. Walsall  

Jones,  L.  T 

. Carnarvon 

Jones,  T 

. Stockpirt  

Jones,  T 

Pontypridd  

Jones,  T.  M 

. "South  Wales 

Judson,  E 

. Ashton-under- Lyne. . 

Kay,  R 

. Accrington 

Kean,  C 

Salford  

Keefe,  J 

. Liverpool  

Keir,  R 

. Stamaman 

Kelly,  J 

, Manchester  

Kenny,  F 

. Smethwick  

Kenney,  E 

Cork  

Kenyon, B 

. Chesterfield  

Kershaw,  G 

. Littleborough  

Kershaw,  A 

Barnsley 

Kessack,  J.  O’Connor 

. Leith  

Kilkelly,  F 

Bootle  

Kinggate,  C 

. Manchester  

Kirwin,  J.  E 

Manchester  

Kneale,  R 

. Liverpool  

Langford,  G.  W 

. Mountain  Ash  

Latham,  W 

. Salop  

Lawson,  J 

. Durham 

Lee,  M 

. Dunfermline 

Lee,  0 

. Leeds  * 

Lewis,  Councillor  W 

. Tredegar  

Lewney,  W 

. Da'ton-in-Furness  .. 

Trade  Unions  Represented. 

Spinners’  Association 

Leather  Workers 

Weavers’  Association 

Enginemen’s  Federation 

Miners’  Federation 

Liverpool  Victoria  Employees 

Enginemen’s  Federation  ,• 

M mars’  Federation 

Miners’  Federation 

Weavers’  Association 

Printing  Machine  Managers 

Amalgamate!  Weavers 

Cotton  Spinners 

Miners’  Federation 

.Weavers’  Association 

Typographical  Association 

Glass  Bottle  Makers 

Stove  Grate  Workers 

P. inters’  Assistants 

Associated  Ironmoulders 
Tramway  Workers 
Sailors  and  Firemen 
Weavers'  Association 
Miners’  Federation 
Clothiers’  Operatives  Union 
Tramway  Workers 
Brassfonnders,  Turners,  etc. 

Bookb’nders’  Union 
Bakers  and  Confectioners 
Miners’  Federation 
Shipwrights’  Association 
Miners’  Federation 
Welsh  Artizans 
Miners’  Federation 
Railway  Servants 
Miners’  Federation 
Prudential  Agents 
Miners’  Federation 
Miners’  Federation 
Quarrymen’s  Union 
Spinners’  Amalgamation 
Enginemen’s  Federation 
Miners’  Federation 
Spinners’  Association 

Cardroom  Operatives 
Engravers  to  Calico  Printers 
Dock,  Riverside  Workers 
Miners’  Federation 
Bookbinders’  Union 
Nut  and  Bolt  Makers 
Railway  Servants 
Miners’  Federation 
Bleachers,  Dyers’  Association 
Miners’  Federation 
Dock,  Riverside  Work-rs 
Dock,  Riverside  Workers 
Coachmakers,  United  Kingdom 
Cardroom  Operatives 
Lithographic  Artists 

Enginemen’s  Federation 
Miners’  Federation 
Miners’  Federation 
Miners’  Federation 
Railway  Servants 
Miners’  Federation 
Iron  Miners  and  Quarrymen 
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Lilley,  W 

Little,  T.  S 

Lloyd,  Gwlym 

Lloyd,  J.  J 

Locke,  W.  

Lovatfc,  J 

Lovett,  L 

Lucas,  T 

Lynes,  A 

Mackay,  J 

Mallalieu,  T 

Maroh,  S 

Marshall,  T 

Marsland,  W 

Martin,  E 

Mason,  A 

Matkin,  W 

McCarthy,  J 

McCormack,  J 

McGrath,  M 

McGurk,  T.  

McKerrall,  T 

McNeil,  W 

McStocker,  W.  C 

Meggison,  J.  W 

Middleton,  J.  E 

Millard,  E.  C 

Milligan,  G 

Mills,  J 

Mitchell,  G.  C 

Moreby,  F ; . 

Morgan,  D 

Morgan,  Councillor  D.  W. 

Morgan,  J.  D 

Morgan,  W.  V 

Morrell,  E.,  J.P 

Morrison,  J.  T 

Mosses,  W 

Mullin,  W 

Murdock,  J 

Murphy,  Miss  M.  E 

Naylor,  T.  E 

Naylor,  W 

Newton,  A 

Newton,  R 

Nixon,  H 

Norman,  H 

Nuttall,  R 


District,  Trade  Unions  Represented. 

London  Journeymen  Curriers 

Hartlepool  Boilermakers 

Pontypridd Miners’  Federation 

Manchester  Spinners’  Association 

Newcastlo-on-Tyne  . . Miners’  Federation 

Hanlsy  Pottery  Workers 

Leicester  Miners’  Federation 

Ogmore  Miners’  Federation 

Liscard  Postal  Clerks’  Association 

Glasgow Wood-outting  Machinists 

Manchester  Journeymen  Felt  Hatters 

London Carmen’s  Union 

Barnsley  ....* Miners’ Federation 

Manchester  Spinnes’  Amalgamated 

Nottingham Miners’  Federation 

Manchester  Enginemen’s  Federation 

London Carpenters  and  Joiners 

London  Po-tal  Telegraph  Clerks 

Hamilton Miners’  Federation 

Liverpool  Dock  and  Riverside  Workers 

Lancashire  ........  Miners’  Federation 

Kilmarnock  Miners’  Federation 

Edinburgh Scottish  Typographical  Association 

Birmingham Brassworkers’  Society 

Tyne  Dock Trimmers  and  Teemers 

Newcastle-on-Tvne  . . Miners’  Federation 

Bristol  Dock  and  Riverside  Workers 

Liverpool  Deck  and  Riverside  Workers 

Gorton  Pattern  Makers’  Society 

Edinburgh  Railway  Servants 

Birmingham Gasworkers’  Union 

Merthyr Miners’  Federation 

South  Wales Miners’  Federation 

Merthyr Miners’  Federation 

Swansea Gasworkers’  Union 

Tredegar  - Miners’ Federation 

London  Sad  de  and  Harness  Makers 

Manchester  Pattern  Makers’  Society 

Manchester  Card  R-om  Operatives 

Hamilton  M ners’  Federat’on 

Oldham Weavers’  Association 

London  London  Compositors 

Barnsley  Miners’  Federation 

London  Women  Workers 

Hyde  Weavers’  Association 

Doncaster Blastfurnacemen’s  Federation 

Bristol  Railway  Servants 

Harwich Carters  and  Motormen’s  Union 


Ogden,  J.  W.,  J.P Heywood 

0 Leary,  J Newport. 

Onions,  Councillor  A.,  J.P.  Tredegar. 
Owen,  Oliver Llanelly. 


Amalgamated  Weavers 
Labourers’  Union  of  Great  Britain 
Miners’  Federation 
Dock,  Riverside  Workers 


Padley,  R.  B Sheffield  Co-operative  Employees 

Parfitt,  H Newport  (Mon  ) ....  Eneinemen’s  Federation 

Parker,  J.  J Blackburn Amalgama'ed  Weavers 

Parker,  F S ockport Card  and  Blowing  Room  Operatives 

Parker,  G Rotherham  Enginemen’s  Federation 

Parker,  H Hanley  Enginemen’s  Federation 

Parkinson,  J.,  J.P Lancashire Miners’  Federation 

Parkington,  J Darwen Weavers’  Association 

Partington,  A Blackburn Spirners’  Association 

Paul,  W Southampton  Dock,  Riverside  Workers 

Peel-Cross,  W Durham Miners’  Federation 

Penderleith,  J Hamilton Miners’  Federation 

Pilling,  W Bolton  Weavers’ Association 

Pollard,  R Burnley Weavers’  Association 

Pond,W.  J Hull  Shipwrights’ Association 
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Pope,  W 

Poulton,  E.  L 

Powell,  J 

Price,  J 

Price,  J.  P 

Purse,  B 

• Pye,  H 

Rackstraw,  W 

Read,  A .. . . 

Rees,  D 

Reid,  M 

Rhead,  J 

R'chards,  Aid.  T.,  M.P 

Richards,  T.  F 

Richardson,  W.  P 

Riding,  J.P 

Riley,  T 

Roberts,  G.  H.,  J.P.,  M.P.. 

Roberts,  J 

Robertson,  J 

Robinson,  W.  C 

Robotham,  F 

Robson,  J 

Roebuck,  S 

Ross,  W 

Rothwell,  W 

Roughley,  H.,  J.P 

Rowan,  J 

Rowarth,  S.  W 

Rowlands,  R.  H 

Rowlerson,  G 

Rowlinson,  G.  H .... 

Ruffell,  A 

Russell,  L 

Samuel,  T 

Sanders,  E 

Sanders,  H.  J 

Schofield,  W 

Sclare,  M 

Scott,  W.  T 

Scoulding,  J.  T 

Seddon,  J.  A 

Settle,  J 

Sexton,  J.,  J.P 

Sharp,  A 

Shaw,  A 

Shaw,  S „ 

Shaw,  T 

Sbeard,  D 

Sheppard,  F 

Sbirkie,  R 

Short,  A 

Sitch,  T 

Skinner,  H 

Small,  R 

Smalley,  A 

Smillie,  R.,  J.P.  

Smith,  A 

Smith,  A.,  M.P 

Smith,  Herbert 

Smith,  H G 

Smith,  Robert 

Smith,  W 

Spackman,  J.  T.  

Speak,  C 

Spencer,  L.  

Sproat,  T 


Distbict.  Tbade  Unions  Repkesented. 

Hyde  . . Amalgamated  Weavers 

Leicester  . . i Boot  and  Shoe  Operatives 

Darlington Iron  and  Steel  Workers  of  Great  Britain 

Newport  Plumbers’  Association 

Darlaston Midland  Counties  Trades  Association 

Manchester  League  of  the  Blind 

Bolton  Weavers’  Association 

Sunderland  Bricklayers 

Bristol  . Co-operative  Employees 

Merthyr Miners’  Federation 

Liverpool  Dock  and  Riverside  Workers 

Leek  .,. Bleachers  and  Dyers’  Federation 

Cardiff  Miners’  Federation 

Leicester  Boot  and  Shoe  Operatives 

Durham Miners’  Federation 

Stockport  Weavers’  Association 

Miners’  Federation 

Norwich  Typographical  Association 

Wolverhampton  ....  Locksmiths’ Society 

Hamilton  Miners’  Federation 

Heywood  Beamers,  Twisters  and  Drawers 

Swansea Enginemen’s  Federation 

Durham Miners’  Federation 

Barnsley Miners’  Federation 

Manchester  Paper  Mill  Workers 

Blackburn Enginemen’s  Federation 

Lancashire  Miners’  Federation 

Manchester  Electrical  Trades  Union 

Mansfield  Colliery  Enginemen 

Bolton  Railway  Clerks 

London  Amalgamated  Tailors 

Cinderford Miners’  Federation 

London  Sheet  Metal  Workers 

London Cabdrivers’  Union 

Newcastle-on- Tyne  ..  Enginemen’s  Association 

London  Brassworkers’  Society 

Darwen Spinners’  Amalgamation 

Heywood  Caid  Room  Operatives 

Leeds Tailors’  Machinists  (Jewish) 

Newcastle-on- Tyne  . . Co-operative  Employees’  Union 

London  Watermen  and  Lightermen 

St.  Helens Shop  Assistants’  Union 

Oldham Card  Room  Operatives 

Liverpool  Dock  and  Riverside  Workers 

Maryport  Miners’ Federation 

Bradford Bleachers  and  Dyers’  Federation 

Heywood  ; . . . . Spinners’  Association 

Colne  Amalgamated  Weavers 

Manchester  Assurance  Agents’  Union 

Bristol  Boot  and  Shoe  Operatives 

Hamilton  Colliery  Enginemen 

Sheffield Boilermakers’  Society 

Cradley  Heath Chainmakers’  Association 

Manchester  Typographical  Association 

Hamilton  Miners’  Federation 

Bolton  Bleachers  and  Dyers’  Association 

Larkhall  Miners’  Federation 

London Cab  Drivers’  Union 

Nelson  Loom  Overlookers 

Barnsley Miners’  Federation 

London  Dock  and  Riverside  Workers 

Glasgow  Associated  Ironmoulders 

Walsall  Locksmiths’  Society 

London Coachmakers,  London  and  Provincial 

Bolton  Weavers’  Association 

Nottingham Miners’  Federation 

Manchester  Lithographic  Printers 
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Stansfield,  H.  

Stanton,  0.  B 

Stevens,  W.  E. 

Stokes,  J.  

Sfcraker,  W 

Stuart,  G.  H 

Sullivan,  J 

Sullivan,  T 

Swarbrick,  R 

Talbot,  H. 

Tanslev,  A 

Tatlow,  J 

Tattersall,  J.  E.  

Taylor,  3 

Taylor,  J.  W.,  M.P 

Thomas,  A 

Thomas,  J.  

Thomas,  3.  B 

Thomas,  Wm 

Thompson,  G.  W 

Thomson,  J 

Tilley,  Frank  

Tilley,  J 

Tillett,  Ben  

Timlin,  J 

Thorne,  W..  M.P 

Thorpe,  W 

Tomlinson,  J.  W 

Tootili,  B 

Tout,  W.  J 

Turner,  B 

Turner,  J 

Tweddle,  R 

Twomey,  J.  

Varley,  Miss  3 

Vyce,  W 

Wadsworth,  J.,  M.P.  .. . 

Walkden,  A.  G 

Wallace,  A. 

Walls,  P 

. Walsh,  F 

Ward,  J.. 

Wardle,  C 

Warna,  G.  W 

Watson,  T * 

Webb,  W 

Webster,  J 

Webster,  Lewis 

Weston,  D 

Westwood,  W 

Whatsnough,  3.  

Wheeler,  J 

White,  J 

Whitefield,  W 

Whitehead,  0.  H 

Whitehead,  J 

Whitehead,  R 

Whitehouse,  S.  H 

Whitmore,  C 

Wignall,  J 

Wilcox,  3 

Wile,  J 

Wilkie,  A.,  M.P 

Wilkinson,  T 

Williams,  E 

Williams,  G 

Williams,  J.,  M.P 

B 


Distbiot.  Tbade  Unions  Represented. 

London Coppersmiths  and  Metal  Workers 

Abertillery Miners’  Federation 

Aston Brassworkers’  Society 

London Glassblowers’  Society 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  . . Miners’  Federation 

London Postmen’s  Federation 

Hamilton  Miners’  Federation 

Hamilton  Miners’  Federation 

Preston Beamers,  Twisters  and  Drawers 

Nottingham Miners’  Federation 

Coventry  Amalgamated  Toolmakers’  Society 

Blackburn Weavers’  Association 

Manchester  Loom  Overlookers 

Dudley  Anvil  and  Vice  Makers’  Society 

Durham Colliery  Mechanics’  Association 

Merthyr Miners’  Federation 

Pontypridd  Miners’  Federation 

Cardiff  Coal  Trimmers 

Glamorgan  Miners’  Federation 

Grimsby Enginemen’s  Federation 

Glasgow Associated  Blacksmiths 

South  Wales  Miners’ Federation 

Nottingham Miners’  Federation 

London  Dock  and  Riverside  Workers 

Wellington  Quay-o-T.  National  Union  of  Labour 

London  Gasworkers’  Union 

South  Shields  Gasworkers’  Union 

Burnley  ............  Weavers’  Association 

Bolton  Machine  and  General  Labourers 

Todmorden  Weavers’  Association 

Batley Weavers’  Association 

London Shop  Assistants’  Union 

Newcastle Shipwrights’  Association 

Swansea  Labourers’  Union  of  Great  Britain 

Birmingham  ......  Women  Workers  (Bournville) 

Abertillery  Miners’  Federation 

Barnsley Miners’  Federation 

London Railway  Clerks 

Muirkirk  . . Miners’  Federation 

Workington  Blastfumacemen’s  Federation 

Manchester  Railway  Servants 

London  Navvies,  Builders’  Labourers 

Nottingham Lace  Makers’  Society 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  . . Miners’  Federation 

Golborne  Enginemen’s  Federation 

Falkirk  ............  Miners’  Federation 

Macclesfield Bleachers,  Dyers’  Federation 

Chesterfield  Miners’  Federation 

Oldham  Spinners’  Amalgamation 

Dundee  Shipwrights’  Association 

Whitefield  Weavers  (Bury) 

Leicester  Brushmakers 

Glasgow Scottish  Typographical  Association 

Bristol  . . . Miners’  Federation 

Leeds Spindle  and  Flyer  Makers 

Glasgow  Brassturners  and  Fitters 

Oldham  Card  Boom  Operatives 

Somerset  Miners’  Federation 

Southport Typographical  Association 

Swansea Dock  and  Riverside  Workers 

Burslem Pottery  Workers 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  . . Brassfounders,  Turners,  etc. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne  . . Shipwrights’  Association 

Northwich  ' Salt  Workers’  Federation 

Llanelly Tin  and  Sheet  Millmen’s  Society 

Pontypridd  Miners’  Federation 

Swansea Miners’  Federation 
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Names  of  Delegates.  District. 


Trade  Unions  Represented. 


Williams,  J.  E 

Williams,  J.  B 

Williams,  W 

Williamson,  A 

Williamson,  T 

Wills,  J.  Y 

Wilson,  G 

Wilson,  J.,  M.P.,  D.O.L.  .. 

Wilson,  J.  Havelock  

Wilson,  T.  J 

Winfield.  N 

Winstone,  Councillor  J 

Wood,  E.  J 

Wood,  J 

Woosnam,  W 

Wright,  S.  J 

Wright,  J 

Wyatt,  W 


London Railway  Servants 

Manchester  Musicians’  Union 

Abertillery Miners’  Federation 

Hyde  * Spinners’  Amalgamation 

Liverpool  National  Union  of  Labour 

London  Bricklayers’  Society 

Oldham Enginemen’s  Federation 

Durham Miners’  Federation 

London  Sailors  and  Firemen 

Swansea Labourers’  Union  of  Great  Britain 

Barnsley  Miners’  Federation 

Tredegar Miners’  Federation 

London Coachmakers,  United  Kingdom 

Liverpool  Dock  and  Riverside  Workers 

Newport  Enginemen’s  Federation 

London Gasworkers’  Union 

Walsall  Harness  Furnishing  Trades 

CardiS  Prudential  Agents 


Yards,  B 

Yarwood,  W 

Yates,  E 

Yound,  Nicholas 


Bristol  Coopers  of  Great  Britain 

Northwich Salt  Workers’  Society 

Crewe Railway  Servants 

Loanhead Miners’  Federation 
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INDEX  TO  NAMES  OF  SOCIETIES  IN  GROUPS. 


GROUP  I.— Boilermakers,  etc.  rage. 

Boilermakers  and  Iron  and  Steel  Shipbuilders 2 

GROUP  2.- Building  Trades. 

Bricklayers.  Operative jj 

Carpenters  and  Joiners,  General  Union 2 

Painters,  Scottish  2 

Plumbers,  United  Operative 2 

GROUP  3.— Cotton  Operatives. 

Beamers  and  Twisters,  Heywood  2 

Beamers  and  Twisters,  Preston ■ 2 

Card  and  Blowing  Boom  Operatives  (Amal.  Assoc.)  2-3 


Spinners,  Operative  Cotton  (Amalgamated  Assoc.)  3-4 
Spinners,  Operative  Cotton  (Provincial  Assoc.)....  4 

GROUP  4.— Dock  Labourers,  etc. 

Coal  Trimmers 4 

Colliery  Enginemen  and  Boilermen 4 

Colliery  Firemen’s  Association  4 

Dock  Labourers  (National)  4 

Dock,  Wharf,  and  Riverside  Workers 5 

Engine  and  Crane  Drivers 5 

Enginemen,  Stokers,  etc.,  Federation 5-6 

Enginemen’s  Association  6 

Engine  and  Motorrnen’s  Association 6 

Stevedores’  Protection  League  6 

Trimmers  and  Teemers’  Association  6 

Sailors  and  Firemen 6 

GROUP  5.— Gasworkers  & Gen.  Labourers. 

Cokemen  and  By-Product  Workers  6 

Gasworkers  and  General  Labourers 6 

Gasworkers  and  Erickmakers  7 

Labourers’  Amalgamation,  British  7 

Labourers,  Eastern  Counties  Amalgamation  7 

Labourers,  National  Amalgamated  Union 7 

Labour  Protection  League 7 

Labourers’  Union  of  Great  Britain  7 

Machine  and  General  Labourers 7 

Navvies  and  Builders’  Labourers  7 

GROUP  6.— Metal  Workers. 

Brassfounders,  Turners,  etc 7 

Brasstumers,  Fitters,  etc 7 

Coppersmiths  and  Metal  Workers 7 

Electrical  Trades  Union 7 

Farriers  7 

Iron  Moulders  of  Scotland 7 


Metal  Trades  Federation  : — 

Anvil  and  Vice  Makers 8 

Bedstead  Workers 8 

Blastfumacemen  and  Ore  Miners  8 

Brassworkers  and  Metal  Mechanics 8 

Chain  Makers  and  Strikers  8 

Gold  and  Silver  Trades  8 

Harness  Furnishing  Trades  8 

Iron  and  Steel  Workers  (Associated) 8 

Locksmiths,  Walsall 8 

Locksmiths,  Willenhall  8 

Locksmiths,  Wolverhampton  8 

Metal,  Wire,  and  Tube  Makers  8 

Midland  Counties  Trade  Federation  9 

Moulders,  Amalgamated  Union  9 

Razor  Trade  Federation 9 

Silver  and  Electro-Plate  Operatives 9 

Steel  and  Iron  Workers  (Amalgamated) 9 

Steelworkers’  Association 9 

Stove  Grate  Workers  9 

Tin  Plate  and  Sheet  Metal  Workers 9 

Tin  and  Sheet  Millmen 9 

Welsh  Artizans'  Association 9 

Wire  Drawers  9 

Wool  Shear  Makers  9 

Scientific  Instrument  Makers  9 

Scissor  Grinders >. 9 

Sheet  Metal  Workers  and  Braziers  9 

Toolmakers  9 

GROUP  7.— Miners. 

Miners’  Federation  of  Great  Britain 10-13 

Iron  Miners  and  Quarrymen  13 

Miners’  Deputies,  Durham  13 

Mining  Officials.  North  Wales 13 

Miners’  Deputies,  Northumberland  13 

GROUP  8. — Printing  and  Paper  Trades. 

Bookbinders  and  Machine  Rulers  13 

Compositors,  London  13 

Lithographic  Printers  13 

Lithographic  Artists 13 

Paper  Makers  14 

Paper  Mill  Workers  14 

Pressmen  14 


GROUP  8 — (Continued).  Page. 

Printing  Machine  Managers 14 

Printers'  Warehousemen  14 

Printers’  Assistants  14 

Typographical  Association,  Provincial  14 

Typographical  Association,  Scottish 14 

GROUP  9.— Railway  Servants. 

Railway  Clerks’  Association 14 

Railway  Servants,  Amalgamated  15 

GROUP  10.— Weavers. 

Power  Loom  Carpet  Weavers  15 

Loom  Overlookers 15 

Weavers,  Northern  Counties  Amalgamated 15-17 

Weavers  and  Textile  Workers 17 

GROUP  11.— Miscellaneous  Trades. 

Assurance  Agents,  National  Life  17 

Assurance  Agents,  Royal  Liver  17 

Assurance  Agents,  Prudential 17 

Bakers  and  Confectioners,  Amalgamated 17 

Bakers  and  Confectioners,  London  17 

Bakers  and  Confectioners,  Staffordshire 17 

Bakers  and  Confectioners,  South  Wales 17 

Barge  Builders 18 

Blacksmiths  and  Iron  Workers  18 

Bleachers  and  Dyers’  Federation  18 

Bleachers,  Dyers,  and  Finishers 18 

Bleachers,  Dyers,  and  Scourers  18 

Blind,  League  of 18 

Boot  and  Shoe  Operatives 18 

Brushmakers  18 

Cabdrivers 18 

Cabinet  Makers  19 

Carters,  Lurry  and  Motor  Men 19 

Carmen  19 

Carters 19 

Cigar  Makers 19 

Cigar  Makers  (Female) 19 

Clerks  19 

Clothiers’  Operatives 19 

Clothiers’  Cutters  19 

Coaehmakers,  United  Kingdom 19 

Coachmakers,  London  and  Provincial 19 

Colliery  Mechanics,  Durham 19 

Colliery  Mechanics,  Northumberland  19 

Colliery  Deputies  19 

Co-operative  Employees 19 

Coopers,  Journeymen  20 

Curriers,  Journeymen 20 

Dippers,  Placers,  Firemen,  etc 20 

Engravers  to  Calico  Printers 20 

Fawcett  Association 20 

Felt  Hatters, . ourneymen 20 

Felt  Hat  Trimmers  20 

French  Polishers 20 

Furnishing  Trades  Association  20 

Glass  Blowers  20 

Glass  Bottle  Makers 20 

Knitters,  Rotary  Power  Framework 20 

Lace  Makers,  Operative  20 

Lace  Workers,  Male 20 

Lace  Pattern  Readers  20 

Leather  Trades  Federation  21 

Leather  Workers  21 

Liverpool  Victoria  Employes  21 

Machine  Woolcombers 21 

Machine  Workers  21 

Musicians,  Amalgamated  21 

Patternmakers 21 

Postmen's  Federation 21 

Postal  Telegraph  Clerks 21 

Postal  Clerks  21 

Pottery  Workers 21 

Quarrymen,  North  Wales  21 

Saddle  and  Harness  Makers  21 

Salt  and  Alkali  Workers’  Federation  21 

Salt  Workers,  Northwich  21 

Shipconstructive  and  Shipwrights’  Association....  22 

Shop  Assistants  22 

Spindle  and  Flyer  Makers  22 

Steam  Engine  Makers  22 

Street  Masons  and  Paviors 22 

Tailors,  Amalgamated 22 

Tailors’  Machinists  and  Pressers  22 

Theatrical  Employes 22 

Telephone  Employes 22 

Tramway  and  Vehicle  Workers  23 

Watermen,  Lightermen,  and  Bargemen 23 

Watermen  and  Porters,  Upper  Mersey  23 

Watermen,  River  Weaver  23 

Women  Workers,  Boumville  23 

Women  Workers’  Federation  23 

Wood-cutting  Machinists  23 

Wool  Sorters 23 
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BALANCE  SHEET  OF  THE  TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS  PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE, 


From  lst?August,  1911,  to  31st  July,  1912. 


Income. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Expenditure. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

To  Balance  from  NewcastleCongress  4709 

2 lli 

By  Expenses  of  Newcastle  Ccnigress: — 

„ Affiliation  Fees  (Newcastle  Con- 

General  Purposes  Committee, 

gress)  

103 

10 

0 

Tellers,  Scrutineers, Messen- 

„ Delegates’  Fees  (Newcastle  Con- 

gers,  Doorkeepers,  Secre- 

gress)  

82 

0 

0 

tary,  Caretaker,  etc 

68 

10 

1 

„ Affiliation  Fees  to  Newport 

Printing,  Stationery,  Type- 

Congress  

2821 

10 

0 

writing 

20 

12 

8 

„ Delegates’  Fees  to  Newport 

Carpentering,  Furnishing  Hall 

29 

18 

5 

Congress  

168 

0 

0 

Badges  for  Congress 

32 

13 

9 

„ Congress  Reports  

298 

0 

9 

Bells  for  Platform 

3 

12 

0 

„ Quarterly  Reports 

79 

11 

2 

American  Delegates’  Ex- 

„ History  of  Congress  

24 

12 

2 

penses  — Hotel  Bills  and 

„ Testimonial  to  the  late  Mr. 

Presents  

54 

5 

4 

Steadman  

80 

5 

6 

Carriage  of  Parcels,  Tele- 

„ Appeal  Case — Osborne  Levy  . . 

1571 

13 

6 

grams,  Postage,  Mis- 

„ Agendas  

2 

2 

0 

cellaneous  

8 

3 

14 

„ Interest  from  Co-operative  Bank 

58 

7 

8 

Delegates  to  America  

120 

0 

0 

Extra  Grant  to  Delegates  to 

America  

10 

0 

0 

Shorthand  Report  of  Congress 

Proceedings 

66 

13 

3 

Delegates’  Fee  Returned 

0 

10 

0 

„ Parliamentary  Committee  Meet- 

ings — Fares 

243 

14 

4 

„ Parliamentary  Committee  Meet- 

ings — Fees  

472 

14 

0 

„ Joint  and  Sub-Committee  Meet- 

ings — Fares 

45 

5 

0 

„ Joint  and  Sub-Committee  Meet- 

ings — Fees  

60 

2 

6 

,,  Deputations — Fares  

43 

0 

5 

„ „ Fees  

48 

' 2 

0 

„ Demonstrations  re  Eight  Hours’ 

Day — Printing,  Advertising, 

Rent  of  Halls,  etc 

103 

12 

9 

„ Printing  and  Stationery  ......... 

391 

12 

24 

„ ,,  Quarterly  Reports 

213 

0 

0 

„ ,,  Congress  Reports  

465 

0 

0 

„ Delegate  to  Co-operative  Con- 

gress  

5 

16 

9 

„ Office  Fittings,  Furniture,  etc.. 

28 

9 

8 

„ Rent,  Light,  and  Coals 

238 

9 

7 

„ Hire  of  Halls  for  Conferences... 

10 

8 

0 

„ British  Association  for  Labour 

Legislation  

1 

1 

0 

„ Shorthand  Reports  of  Deputa- 

tions  and  Conferences  

47 

8 

8 

Carried  forward £9998  15 

8i 

Carried  forward.. £2832 

15 

6 
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Balance  Sheet  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  Parliamentary  committee— (con.) 


Brought  forward 


£9998  15  8£ 


£ s.  d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

9998  15  8J 

Brought  forward  

2832 

15 

6 

By  Secretary’s  and  late  Secretary’s 

Salary  

300 

0 

0 

„ Secretary’s  Assistant  

„ Newport — Great  Central  Hall — 

156 

0 

0 

Advance  

5 

0 

0 

„ Telephone  Charges  and  Tele- 

graphic  Address 

10 

1 

6 

„ Postage,  Telegrams,  Cablegram, 

• 

Carriage  of  Parcels  

43 

12 

2 

,.  Auditors’  Fees  and  Fares 

6 

19 

11 

■ 

„ Joint  Board — Part  Expenses  ... 
„ Newspapers,  Parliamentary 

20 

0 

0 

Bills,  Regulations,  etc 

10 

3 

Vi 

„ Dispute — Cabinet  Makers  v. 

* 

Furnishing  Trades — Expenses 

8 

18 

0 

„ Milan  Congress  on  Accidents — 

Delegate’s  Fee  

1 

0 

0 

„ Miscellaneous  Expenditure 

„ Amalgamated  Society  of  Rail  way 

14 

8 

9 

Servants’  Levy  — Osborne 
Appeal 

2000 

0 

0 

5408 

19 

5i 

„ Balance — 

Current A/cat hank  8163  9 

i 

Deposit  „ „ 1401  2 11 

Cash  j*»  hand  25  4 

-4589  16 

3 

£9998  15  8£ 


August  8th,  1912. 


Audited  and  found  correct,  W.  E.  HARVEY,  ) , ... 

J.  E.  TATTERSALL,  J JLuailors- 
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THE  CONGRESS  SERMON. 


“Is  Not  This  the  Carpenter’s  Son?” 


DISCOURSE  BY  BISHOP  WELLDON,  DEAN  OF  MANCHESTER. 

Among  the  congregation  which  filled  St.  Paul’s  Church, Newport  (Mon.), 
on  Sunday  morning,  September  1st, there  were  many  delegates  to  the  Trades 
Union  Congress.  The  service  was  conducted  by  the  Vicar  (the  Rev.  A.  A. 
Mathews),  who  read  the  lessons  with  rare  elocutionary  effect.  A special 
Labour  sermon  was  preached  by  Bishop  Welldon,  Dean  of  Manchester, 
from  the  following  text : — 

“Is  not  this  the  Carpenter’s  Son?” — St.  Matthew,  c.  xiii.,  v.  55. 

Dr.  Welldon  prefaced  his  discourse  by  expressing  the  belief  that  the 
congregation  would  forgive  him  if  he  addressed  his  sermon  that  morning 
particularly  to  the  members  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress.  The  service, 
held,  as  it  was,  under  the  circumstances  which  had  just  been  explained 
by  the  Vicar,  possessed  a significance  of  which  he  did  not  wish  to  make  too 
much,  but  it  was  unmistakable.  It  did  not,  indeed,  pledge  the  Congress, 
or  any  delegate  to  the  Congress,  to  any  particular  view  concerning  religion 
or  Christianity,  or  of  the  Church,  or  of  the  relations  between  Church  and 
State,  or  between  the  Church  and  federated  Labour.  But  it  did  imply  that 
the  delegates,  or  so  many  of  them  as  were  among  the  worshippers  before 
him,  did  not  reject,  but  did  recognise,  the  place  of  Christianity  as  an 
influence  and  principle  in  the  affairs  of  the  industrial  world. 

The  Meeting-Point  between  Church  and  Labour. 

“ I ask  myself,”  Dr.  Welldon  proceeded,  “ where  is  it  most  easily 
possible  to  find  the  meeting-point  between  the  Church  and  the  Labour 
Party  ? And  I say  it  can  be  found  in  the  person  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ.  If  you  say,  brethren,  that  you  as  Trade  Unionists  know  your 
business  better  than  I know  it,  I reply,  ‘ You  do,  and  you  would  be  great 
fools  if  you  did  not.’  I should,  indeed,  shrink  from  the  impertinence  of 
laying  down  the  law  upon  any  industrial  question.  But  you  will  forgive  me 
if  I say  that,  while  it  is  quite  true  that  you  know  your  business  better  than 
I know  it,  it  is  equally  true  that  I know  my  business  better  than  you  can 
know  it.  You  are  Trade  Unionists  : I am  a Minister  of  Jesus  Christ.  Your 
concern  is  industry,  mine  is  religion.  The  only  title  which  I can  possess 
to  offer  you  any  counsel  this  morning  lies  in  the  fact  that  neither  trade  nor 
Trade  Unionism,  in  its  laws,  methods,  and  effects,  can  last  altogether  out- 
side the  scope  of  the  Christian  faith.  Where,  then,  is  the  true  meeting- 
ground  of  Labour  and  religion?  It  is  to  be  found,  I think,  in  the  Person 
of  Jesus  Christ.  ‘ Is  not  this  the  Carpenter’s  Son?  ’ He  was  a working- 
man, a man  living  by  the  sweat  of  His  brow.  He  knew  the  fatigue  of 
manual  toil,  and  yet  was  the  greatest  religious  Teacher  in  human  history. 
Some  of  you  may  remember  that  celebrated  picture  in  which,  as  He  throws 
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His  arms  upwards  in  utter  weariness  during  His  labour  at  the  carpenter’s 
bench,  His  figure  casts  the  shadow  of  a Cross  on  the  wall  behind,  and  His 
Mother  looks  wistfully  and  wonderingly  at  the  shadow.  He  was  a working- 
man— a mechanic.” 

Bishop  Welldon  called  attention  to  the  impressiveness  of  the  fact  that 
in  the  long  centuries  of  Christian  history  civilisation  had  not  only  not  out- 
grown the  moral  standard  of  Jesus  Christ,  but  had  never  yet  attained  to 
it.  Everything  else  contemporaneous  with  His  Incarnation — government, 
law,  science,  philosophy — had  long  been  superseded,  but  His  morality 
remained  unsurpassed  and  unsurpassable.  This,  then,  was  the  true  meeting- 
point  of  Labour  and  religion — that  the  supreme  moral  and  spiritual  teacher 
and  exemplar  of  humanity  was  Himself  a workingman.  It  would  indeed 
be  a paradox  that  Christianity  should  be  the  religion  of  the  rich  and  not  of 
the  poor  when  we  remembered  our  Lord’s  strong  democratic  sympathies, 
His  contempt  for  pride  and  privilege,  His  association  with  the  poor  and 
outcast  members  of  society,  and  His  invective  against  the  spiritual  danger 
of  great  riches  which  alienated  millionaires  from  His  gospel.  It  was  the 
poor,  the  weary,  the  heavy-laden,  the  oppressed — they  who  prayed  for  their 
daily  bread  with  such  sincerity  as  the  rich  could  never  dream  of — who 
stood  naturally  at  His  feet  and  drank  in  the  message  of  salvation  from  His 
lips.  If  He  was — as  Christians  believed  He  was — not  only  a man,  but  a 
Being  higher  than  man,  how  easy  it  would  have  been  for  Him,  in  becoming 
Incarnate,  to  assume  the  character  of  a millionaire,  an  aristocrat,  a 
conqueror,  or  a sovereign;  but  He  did,  in  fact,  appear  as  a workingman. 
If  anyone  should  tell  him  that  there  was  a prejudice,  temporary  or 
permanent,  between  Labour  and  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  he  should 
answer1  without  a moment’s  hesitation,  “ Is  not  this  the  Carpenter’s  Son?  ” 

In  emphasising  the  moral  grandeur  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  the 
preacher  declared  that  it  was  not  a new  religion  that  was  wanted,  but  the 
power  to  live  the  old  religion  a little  better;  it  was  not  a new  morality 
they  needed,  but  the  application  of  the  old  morality  to  the  lives  of  Christian 
men  and  mankind.  Being,  as  he  was,  a workingman,  Christ  set  his  seal 
for  all  time  upon  the  duty  and  dignity  of  labour,  and  there  could  be  no 
greater  elevation  and  consecration  than  that  He,  the  Son  of  the  Highest, 
chose  it  as  His  portion  in  human  life. 

Parable  of  the  Labourers  in  the  Vineyard. 

Dr.  Welldon  proceeded  to  call  attention  to  the  parable  of  the  Labourers 
in  the  Vineyard,  submitting  it  to  the  careful  consideration  of  the  Congress 
■delegates,  with  the  suggestion  that  it  threw  a strong  light  upon  some  of  the 
problems  which  at  the  present  moment  exercised  the  minds  of  the  industrial 
■world.  “ I see  in  that  parable,”  he  said,  “ not  only  the  duty  and  dignity 
•of  labour,  but  also  the  right  to  labour.  The  husbandman  goes  out  into 
Ihe  market-place  and  finds  a number  of  unemployed  men.  He  asks  them 
no  questions,  except  as  to  whether  they  are  willing  to  work,  and  he  sends 
them  at  once  into  his  vineyard.  Even  at  the  eleventh  hour  he  finds  some 
still  without  work,  and  the  instruction  is  the  same,  ‘ Go  ye  also  into  the 
vineyard,  and  whatever  is  right  that  shall  ye  receive.’  It  is  not  the  purpose 
•of  Christianity  to  proclaim  the  duty  of  work  unless  every  means  is  taken 
-.to  ensure  work  for  those  who  are  Willing  to  do  it.  ’ ’ 

The  preacher  said  he  also  saw  in  the  parable  of  the  Labourers  in  the 
Vineyard  the  divine  authority  for  the  demand  for  a living  wage.  For  the 
householder  in  the  parable  was  no  sweater ; he  did  not  consider  how  he 
was  to  get  his  work  done  in  the  cheapest  possible  manner.  When  the  time 
lor  payment  came  each  man  received  a penny,  or  shilling  in  modern  value. 
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Whether  he  would  have  given  more  to  those  labourers  who  had  borne  the 
burden  and  heat  of  the  day  if  they  had  demanded  a higher  wage  for  them- 
selves or  a lower  wage  for  their  fellow  workers  did  not  appear,  but  on  the 
face  of  the  parable  it  was  clear  that  he  did  not  or  would  not  pay  any  one 
of  his  labourers  less  than  a living  wage.  Every  man  received  a penny. 

“ Now,  holding  as  I do,”  Bishop  Welldon  proceeded,  “ that  Jesus 
Christ  Himself  possesses  the  key  to  the  great  social  and  industrial  problems 
which  are  agitating  society  at  the  present  day,  I desire  to  plead  with  you, 
if  I may,  for  a sympathetic  understanding — may  I not  say,  for  generous 
co-operation  ? — between  the  Church  and  the  Labour  Party.  That  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  natural  alliance — not,  of  course,  the  full  mechanical  allianfce, 
but  the  sympathetic  alliance  that  is  needed  in  the  present  day.  If  such 
an  alliance  as  that  can  be  effected  there  is  something  which  the  Church  may 
teach  the  Labour  Party,  and  something  which  the  Labour  Party  may  teach 
the  Church.  You  will  be  able  to  guard  the  Church  from  the  danger — 
which  is  always  incident  to  religious  organisations — of  getting  out  of  touch 
with  the  popular  mind  and  heart.  You  will  ensure  that  the  efforts  of  the 
Church  for  human  good  will  not  be  marred  by  the  unreality  of  her  outlook, 
by  a want  of  appreciation  for  the  great  facts  of  human  life  among  the  poor 
especially.  And  the  Church,  on  her  part,  may  perhaps  remind  you  of  some 
truths  which  it  is  only  too  easy  to  forget.  My  friends,  the  Church  cannot  be 
your  slave.  That  is  an  impossibility.  She  cannot  tell  you,  and  she  won’t, 
that  you  are  always  right  and  the  persons  opposed  to  you  are  always  wrong. 
She  cannot  be  your  slave,  but  she  may  be  your  friend,  and  all  the  more 
your  friend  if  now  and  again  she  remind  you  of  certain  great  truths.  She 
will  remind  you,  perhaps,  that  the  word,  the  pledged  word,  of  a workingman 
must  be  as  honourably  kept  as  the  word  of  a nobleman.  She  may  remind 
you  that  liberty  of  thought  and  action  has  been  won  by  many  hard  fights 
in  long  ages,  and  that  it  is  a priceless  asset  of  modern  society  which  cannot 
be  lightly  cast  away  for  any  collective  advant^e.  Any  illegality,  however 
lightly  hidden,  is  only  too  apt  to  deal  strangely  with  our  hearts.  And  she 
may  remind  you  that  neither  civilisation  nor  Christianity  has  attained, 
nor  can  attain,  its  highest  manifestation  by  a series  of  internecine  conflicts 
within  the  realms  of  industry.  I speak  to  you  as  one  who  has  only  two  great 
objects  dear  to  his  heart — religion  and  peace.  Can  there  be  any  worthier 
ambition  than  to  make  these  two  objects  one?  It  cannot  be  wrong  for  the 
Church  to  impress  upon  you  her  belief  that  you  will  not  accomplish  your 
objects  in  the  highest  degree  without  the  sanction  and  the  inspiration  of 
religion.  It  may  be  your  part  to  elaborate  the  means  and  divisions  of 
social  reform,  but  it  is  religion  alone  that  can  inspire  your  movement  with 
the  spiritual  force  that  is  essential  to  success.” 

Policies  and  Creeds  to  Avoid. 

Bishop  Welldon  appealed  to  the  delegates  to  keep  their  Trade 
Unionism  clear  of  policies  and  creeds  which  do  not  rightly  belong  to  it,  and 
which  might  well  tend  to  restrain  the  sympathy  of  Christianity.  “ The 
Church,”  he  said,  “ cannot  rightly  embrace  one  political  side.  She  knows, 
or  ought  to  know,  no  politics  except  the  good  of  the  people ; and  it  is  a pity 
that  Trade  Unionism  should  mix  itself  up  with  disputable  questions  which 
seem  to  lay  out  of  her  proper  province.  Socialism,  for  instance,  is  no  essential 
element  in  Trade  Unionism.  But  the  Church  does  not  condemn  Socialism.. 
The  Early  Christians,  she  does  not  forget,  were  Socialists ; but  there  is  an- 
anti-Christian,  as  well  as  a Christian,  Socialism.  The  Socialism  of  to-day, 
in  my  judgment,  is  more  a matter  of  the  heart  than  of  the  head.  It  has 
not  thought  out  a plan  for  the  reconstruction  of  society  from  its  base ; and 
even  when  its  goal  is  clear,  the  means  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  reach  it  are 
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often  vague  and  dubious.  Socialism  should  then,  I think,  be  an  open 
question  for  the  present,  among  Trade  Unionists  as  among  Christians.  It 
may  or  may  not  be  a predestined  stage  in  human  evolution ; but  it  has  not 
spoken,  nor  will,  I think,  speak,  the  final  word  upon  the  progress  of  society  ; 
and  I think  it  is  a mistake  to  mix  up  the  policy  of  Trade  Unionism  with 
theories  which  may  be  only  half-digested  schemes  for  social  reform. 

“ Again,  Secularism  has  no  proper  connection  with  Trade  Unionism. 
I do  not  know  whether  secular  education  is  a matter  coming  up  for  discussion 
at  your  Congress  next  week,  but  you  will  be  the  first  to  recognise  what  a 
mistake  you  would  make  if  you  bound  yourselves  to  a particular  religious 
creed ; and  you  would  make  a similar  mistake  if  you  bound  yourself  to  a 
particular  irreligious  creed.  Secularism  in  education  may  be  a necessity  in 
the  evolution  of  modern  society ; but  I,  personally,  do  not  think  it  is,  and 
I should  be  sorry  if  it  were.  I think  society,  in  the  future  as  in  the  past,  will 
need  all  possible  incentives  to  virtue — the  fear  of  God  and  the  example 
of  the  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  But,  whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  education  in 
the  country,  I would  urge  you  to  keep  your  Trade  Unionism  formally  and 
officially  clear  of  a policy  which  may  militate  against  the  sympathetic  co- 
operation of  the  Church  and  the  Labour  Party.  My  belief  in  democracy  is 
hardly  stronger  than  my  distrust  of  a Godless  and  a Christless  democracy.” 

The  Alliance  which  Great  Britain  Wants. 

Bishop  Welldon,  in  conclusion,  said  he  desired  his  closing  thought  to 
be  the  one  which  he  had  laid  before  his  hearers  almost  at  the  outset  of  his 
remarks.  “ The  true  alliance,”  he  said,  “ which  Great  Britain  wants  at 
the  present  day  is  the  alliance  of  the  Church  and  the  Labour  Party.  I 
believe  that  the  Church  will  do  her  duty  if  she  preaches  the  gospel  to  heal 
the  wounds,  the  cruel  wounds,  of  modern  society.  It  may  be  that  co- 
partnership or  profit-sharing  will  prove  a remedy,  more  or  less,  for  the 
troubles  of  Labour ; and  boards  of  conciliation,  on  which  the  conflicting 
interests  are  equally  represented  under  the  guidance  of  the  State,  may  do 
much  to  quench  the  glowing  embers  of  discontent.  At  all  events,  the 
Church  cannot  fail  to  declare  that  if  the  principle  of  arbitration  is  going 
to  be  applied  to  the  settlement  of  international  disputes — as  is  the  case, 
thank  God — it  cannot  be  out  of  place  in  the  case  of  disputes  where  the 
antagonists  are  members  of  the  same  nation,  and  have  the  same  national 
interests  at  heart.  No  man — not  even  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  America — who  show’s  himself  untrue  to  the  principle  of  arbitration  is  a 
real  friend  of  civilisation  or  humanity. 

“ ‘ Is  not  this  the  Carpenter’s  Son?  ’ Jesus  Christ  is  the  author,  even 
to-day,  of  the  holiest  aspirations  in  the  social  world.  You  or  those  working 
with  you  may  go  astray,  more  or  less,  from  the  ministrations  of  the  servants 
of  His  Church,  but  you  have  not  withheld  your  allegiance  from  Him.  In  my 
own  part  of  the  world — one  of  the  greatest  centres  of  industry  in  the  United 
Kingdom — we  who  live  so  much  among  the  poor  and  destitute  can  assure 
you  that  there  is  still  always,  or  nearly  always,  a response  to  the  living  link 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Was  not  that  the  lesson  which  the  great  founder 
of  the  Salvation  Army  taught  the  world  ? It  is  the  lesson  w’hich  the  world 
needs  as  much  as  ever  to-day — a lesson  which  it  cannot  lay  too  closely  at 
heart.  Modern  society  turns  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  cannot  do  without  Him. 

“ I bid  you  to  go  forth  to  fight  your  battle.  And,  please  God,  the 
Church  will  fight  at  your  side,  under  the  banner  of  Jesus  Christ.  Make 
Hip  law  your  will.  Ask  yourselves,  in  all  that  you  do,  Is  the  object  one 
w’hich  He  would  approve?  If  you  do  that,  believe  me,  you  wall  not  go  far 
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wrong  in  the  deliberations  upon  which  you  are  entering,  and  which,  with  the 
blessing  of  Christ,  I trust  will  result  in  permanent  good  to  your  country. 
‘ Is  not  this  the  Carpenter’s  Son?  ’ Yes.  And  is  not  He  the  King  of  Kings 
and  Lord  of  Lords?  And  is  there  not  within  every  man  something  which 
tells  him  that  the  truth  which  the  world  must  apprehend,  and  yearns  to 
apprehend,  is  the  truth  once  spoken  by  the  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ? 
So  I bid  you  farewell.  We  may  not  meet  again,  but  whether  we  meet  or  not, 
it  is  my  firm  conviction  that  Trade  Unionism  will  not  prove  all  the  blessing 
which  it  might  prove  to  the  world  of  Labour  and  to  civilisation  unless  it 
ranges  itself  under  the  banner  of  the  Christ.  Jesus  Christ  possesses  the 
secret  of  immortality.  Other  words  all  pass  away,  but  His  words  endure 
for  ever.  And  I think,  although  I do  not  like  to  speak  with  absolute 
certainty,  that  you  and  others  who  may  come  after  will,  in  the  end,  through 
much  sorrow  and  tribulation,  understand  that  labour  must  bring  its  aims 
and  achievements  into  harmony  with  the  only  principle  that  is  sound  and 
enduring.  ‘ This  is  life  eternal,  that  they  may  know  Thee,  the  only  true 
God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  Whom  Thou  hast  sent.’ 

Dr.  Welldon  closed  the  memorable  service  by  pronouncing  the 
Benediction. 
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OF  THK 


Fortp  fiftD  Annual  Gathering 

HELD  IN  THE 

GREAT  CENTRAL  HALL,  NEWPORT  (MON.) 

FROM 

September  2nd  to  7th,  1912. 


President  - - Mr.  W.  THORNE,  M.P. 


INTRODUCTION. 

# 

CHE  Forty-fifth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress,  which 
was  held  in  the  Great  Central  Hall,  Newport  (Mon.),  proved  to  be  an 
interesting  and  business  gathering,  and  bore  eloquent  testimony 
to  the  increasing  strength  of  the  Trade  Union  movement  in  the  country. 
Although  the  number  of  delegates  present  (495)  were  fewer  by  28  than  at 
the  preceding  year’s  meeting,  the  membership  represented  a record,  being 
2,001,633,  or  an  increase  of  339,500. 

With  the  concurrence  of  the  delegates,  at  the  outset  of  the  proceedings 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  scheduled  the  business  of  Congress  for  the 
week,  in  order  that  the  most  important  subjects  might  receive  full  and 
adequate  consideration,  the  arrangement  proving  satisfactory  both  to  the 
■delegates  and  to  the  representatives  of  the  Press. 

The  members  of  the  Newport  Trades  and  Labour  Council  and 
Reception  Committee,  who  were  called  upon  to  undertake  the  task  of 
arranging  for  the  holding  of  Congress  at  a time  when  the  trade  of  the  district 
was  in  an  unsettled  condition,  but  who  successfully  overcame  all  difficulties, 
merit  a special  word  of  recognition  for  the  manner  in  which  they  attended 
-(to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  delegates. 
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FIRST  DAY. 


MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER  2nd. 

Long  before  the  Congress  opened  its  proceedings,  which  were  timed 
to  commence  at  noon,  the  gallery  was  crowded  with  members  of  the  general 
public ; and  while  they  watched  the  assembly  of  delegates  around  and 
beneath  them,  they  were  entertained  with  some  first-class  orchestral  selec- 
tions by  the  Newport  (Mon.)  Branch  of  the  Amalgamated  Musicians’  Union, 
under  the  baton  of  Mr.  Arthur  E.  Sims,  L.R.A.M.,  the  honorary  conductor. 
This  cheerful  prelude  to  the  business  of  the  day  included  a fine  performance 
of  “Tales  of  Hoffman  ’’  and  the  Intermezzo  from  Mascagni’s  “ Cavalleria 
Rusticana.” 

The  President  of  the  Congress,  Mr.  Will  Thorne,  M.P.,  entered  the  hall 
punctually  at  noon,  and  was  accompanied  upon  the  platform  by  the  Mayor 
of  Newport,  Dr.  J.  McGinn,  who  wore  his  robe  and  chain  of  office,  and  was 
preceded  by  the  mace-bearers,  the  Town  Clerk,  Mr.  A.  A.  Newman,  Sir 
Garrod  Thomas,  Aldermen  W.  J.  Lloyd,  Clifford  Phillips,  and  F.  Phillips, 
Councillors  W.  M.  Blackburn,  J.  Lloyd  Davies,  C.  P.  Simmonds,  E.  A. 
Charles,  J.  Casey,  W.  James,  and  Pardoe  Thomas ; Alderman  S.  N.  Jones, 
ex-Chairman  of  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council ; Mr.  J.  Davidson,  presi- 
dent of  the  Newport  Trades  Council;  and  Mr.  W.  Price,  M.P.,  of  Australia. 
The  occupants  of  the  platform  also  included  Mr.  George  L.  Berry  (one  of  the 
American  delegates)  and  Mrs.  Berry,  Mr.  W.  A.  Appleton,  fraternal  delegate 
from  the  General  Federation  of  Trade  Unions,  Mr.  D.  J.  Shackleton 
(Insurance  Commissioners)  and  Mrs.  Shackleton,  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Drummond, 
from  the  Labour  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

president’s  welcome  to  delegates. 

The  President  : Fellow  delegates,  it  gives  me  very  great  pleasure  to 
declare  this  Forty -Fifth  Trades  Union  Congress  duly  open.  ((Loud  cheers.) 
I look  upon  this  as  a great  honour  to  my  own  union  and  to  your  humble 
servant  to  be  privileged  to  preside  over  so  important  a delegation.  You  will 
see  by  the  Agenda  that  we  have  about  100  questions  to  consider,  and  with 
your  co-operation  I hope  we  shall  get  through  the  whole  of  the  business  by 
next  Saturday  without  any  trouble.  The  seating  accommodation  may  be 
rather  awkward,  in  consequence  of  some  of  the  delegates  being  placed  in 
the  gallery.  At  Newcastle,  you  may  remember,  we  had  a similar  incon- 
venience ; but  I hope  you  will  have  a little  patience  and  forbearance  with 
those  in  the  gallery.  It  now  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  ask  the  Mayor  of 
Newport,  Dr.  McGinn,  who  occupies  an  important  position  in  the  town,  to 
welcome  you  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Newport.  Many  of  you  are  doubtless 
aware  that  this  town  is  a very  ancient  one.  As  far  as  I have  been  able  to 
ascertain,  there  was  a Mayor  of  Newport  elected  as  far  back  as  1449.  I ask 
the  Mayor  of  Newport,  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  and  the  other  members  of 
the  Council,  to  extend  to  the  delegates  a civic  welcome. 

WELCOME  BY  THE  MAYOR  OF  NEWPORT. 

The  Mayor  of  Newport  : Mr.  Chairman,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  it  is 
a great  pleasure  to  me,  on  behalf  of  the  Aldermen  and  Councillors  and 
citizens  of  Newport,  to  extend  to  you  a very  cordial  welcome.  I fully 
recognise  the  great  importance  of  this  large  industrial  assembly.  It  is  well 
and  truly  entitled  to  the  name  of  the  Great  Parliament  of  Labour.  (Cheers.) 
You  are  able  now,  as  in  the  past,  from  your  deliberations  to  control  and 
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advance  the  interests  of  the  industrial  population  of  this  country.  I feel 
that  you  will  during  the  ensuing  week  conduct  your  business  with  that  great 
moderation  and  care  which  you  are  always  known  to  exercise  in  these 
gatherings.  I hope  and  trust  that  wisdom  will  guide  your  actions,  and  that 
you  will  bring  some  great  measures  of  relief  to  bear  upon  the  industrial 
population  of  this  great  country.  Newport  is  an  industrial  town,  and  is, 
therefore,  in  full  sympathy  with  this  great  Parliament  of  Labour,  and  we 
feel  that  Congress,  on  its  side,  is  in  hearty  accord  with  the  interests  of 
this  great  industrial  centre  of  South  Wales.  We,  at  the  same  time,  hope 
that,  after  your  serious  deliberations,  you  will  find  some  little  leisure  to 
spend  a few  hours  in  viewing  some  of  the  natural  beauties  of  our  neighbour- 
hood. Newport  is  situated  in  a beautiful  centre,  and  is  surrounded  by  rivers 
familiar  throughout  the  kingdom.  I am  sure  that  the  beauties  of  the  rivers 
Wye  and  Usk  will  appeal  to  you.  In  addition,  we  have  in  Newport  an  under- 
taking of  a municipal  kind  which  will  probably  arouse  your  interest  in 
large  degree  as  the  representatives  of  large  industrial  centres.  We  are 
probably  one  of  the  very  few  municipal  bodies  which  deals  with  that  terrible 
disease  tuberculosis  from  -a  specially  equipped  sanatorium.  (Cheers.)  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  staff  have  for  many  years  paid  domiciliary 
visits  to  sufferers  from  this  complaint  with  the  object  of  stamping  it  out, 
and  they  have  discharged,  their  duties  well.  They  have  been  able  to  stay  the 
onward  march  of  consumption,  and  have  sent  back  the  workers  in  many 
cases  into  the  ranks  of  the  great  industrial  army  which  is  making  the  wealth 
of  this  nation.  (Applause.)  That,  in  a great  measure,  will  appeal  to  you, 
because  you  are  interested  in.  the  war  against  this  great  scourge  of  con- 
sumption. We  are  taking  a great  part  in  that  war  in  Newport,  and  the 
improvement  in  those  who  have  come  to  us  for  treatment  has  been  quite 
of  a phenomenal  character.  We  not  only  arrest  the  disease  by  treatment 
in  the  sanatorium,  but  we  educate  the  people  in  preventive  measures  by 
teaching  them  the  value  of  fresh  air  and  light  and  the  necessity  of  air- 
space, which  is  provided  for  in  many  cases  by  the  removal  of  superfluous 
articles  of  furniture  from  their  homes.  After  their  return  home  from  the 
sanatorium  the  patients  are  visited  by  nurses  to  ensure  the  cleanliness 
of  their  surroundings,  and  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  persons  in  each 
living  room  is  also  insisted  upon.  Our  sanatorium,  which  you  may 
be  able  to  visit,  is  well  equipped  with  an  excellent  staff.  We  keep 
the  patients  there  for  a month,  and  educate  them  as  well  as 
heal  them,  and  for  a longer  period  if  their  improvement  is  apparent. 
We  shall  be  very  pleased  indeed  if  you  will,  at  your  leisure,  take  some 
interest  in  the  lighter  side  of  life  in  this  district.  It  will,  for  instance, 
give  me  great  pleasure  to  welcome  you  at  Beechwood  Park  to-morrow  and 
give  you  some  little  recreation  and  entertainment.  I sincerely  hope  that 
God  will  direct  you  in  your  labours,  and  that  they  will  be  distinguished  by 
an  unfailing  moderation.  I again  welcome  you  to  Newport,  and  sincerely 
hope  that  your  health  will  be  spared  to  carry  out  the  work  to  the  end 
of  your  stay  here.  (Loud  cheers.) 

The  President  : In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  Lewis  Haslam,  the 
Member  for  this  Division  in  Parliament,  he  has  delegated  Sir  Garrod 
Thomas  to  say  a few  words  on  his  behalf  to  the  delegates. 

WELCOME  BY  SIS  GARROD  THOMAS. 

Sir  Garrod  Thomas  : I stand  here  at  the  request  and  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
Lewis  Haslam,  the  representative  in  Parliament  of  this  town.  It  is  not 
often  that  Mr.  Haslam  deputes  his  work  to  anyone  else.  He  generally  does 
it  himself.  But  he  has  requested  me  to  give  you  a most  cordial  welcome  to 
Newport  on  his  behalf,  because  he  is  far  away,  and  in  doing  so  he  has 
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entrusted  to  me  a task  that  is  wholly  congenial.  If  Mr.  Haslam  were  here 
he  would  speak,  I am  sure,  not  for  one  political  party,  but  for  all  the 
inhabitants  of  Newport,  almost  with  the  authority  of  the  Mayor  himself, 
and  I want  to  assure  you  that  this  welcome  comes  from  all  sides  of  politics. 
I would  like  to  read  this  letter,  which  Mr.  Haslam  has  sent  me  from  Oyne, 
Aberdeenshire : — 

Petmathen,  August  29th,  1912. 

Dear  Sir  Garrod  Thomas, — I am  writing  to  ask  you  if  you  will  he  so  kind 
as  to  say  a few  words  of  welcome  for  me  to  the  delegates  of  the  Trades  Union 
Congress  on  Monday  next.  I need  hardly  say  how  much  I regret  I shall  not 
be  present,  not  only  to  offer  personally  my  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  the 
Conference,  but  also  officially,  as  the  representative  in  Parliament  for  the 
constituency  in  which  it  is  to  take  place.  I have  always  taken  a deep  interest 
in  the  development  of  all  means  for  the  improvement  of  the  conditions  of  the 
workers  at  home  (and  also  on  sea),  and  especially  with  regard  to  health,  the 
promotion  of  which  I am  confident  is  the  truest  form  of  economy. 

I have  not  yet  seen  the  list  of  subjects  to  be  discussed,  but  I trust  the 
Conference  may  be  successful  in  eliciting  suggestions  which  when  put  into 
practice  may  have  the  effect  of  preventing  the  necessity  for  strikes  and  lock- 
outs, the  disastrous  results  of  which  so  generally  outweigh  any  advantages 
resulting  from  them.  With  renewed  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  Confer- 
ence and  trusting  the  delegates  will  enjoy  their  visit  to  Newport,  where  I am 
sure  they  will  receive  the  most  cordial  welcome, 

1 am,  yours  sincerely, 

Lewis  Haslam. 

Continuing,  Sir  Garrod  Thomas  expressed  the  hope  that  in  their 
deliberations  they  would  be  guided — Divinely  guided — to  wise  conclusions, 
which  would  stand  the  searching  light  to  which  they  would  be  subjected. 
He  happened  to  spend  the  early  months  of  this  year  in  North  Africa, 
Algeria,  and  Tunis.  History  was  perfectly  clear  upon  the  point  that  that 
interesting  land  had  been  successively  peopled  by  the  Phoenicians,  Cartha- 
genians,  Romans,  Vandals,  Byzantines,  Arabs,  and  Moors,  while  to-day  it 
was  the  property  of  France.  But  of  the  work  of  all  the  ancients  the  only 
things  which  remained  were  Roman.  They  were  thorough ; the  good 
foundations  in  all  their  works  and  the  solid  workmanship  were  seen  in  all 
they  did.  The  wind  and  the  rain,  the  stress  of  the  storm  for  2,000  years 
had  beaten  in  vain.  They  remained,  strong,  firm,  elegant ; all  others  had 
disappeared.  Might  their  deliberations  in  th%it  session  result  in  enactments 
that  should  stand  the  storm  of  years,  because  well-founded  and  well-built, 
and  it  might  be  that  the  generations  in  the  far  distant  future  might  refer 
to  them  as  the  work  of  the  wise,  the  brave  men  of  old.  (Cheers.)  He  heartily 
joined  with  his  Worship  in  most  cordially  welcoming  the  Congress  to  Newport, 
and  they  would  notice  that  they  had  made  most  excellent  arrangements 
in  providing  them  with  sunshine — at  all  events,  for  the  first  day.  (Laughter 
and  applause.) 

WELCOME  FROM  THE  NEWPORT  TRADES  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  J.  Davidson  (Chairman  of  the  Newport  Trades  Council)  welcomed 
the  delegates  on  behalf  of  that  body  in  the  following  felicitous  phrases : 
I was  thinking,  while  our  friends  were  addressing  you,  that  the  speakers 
this  morning  are  fairly  representative  of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  Mayor 
is  an  Irishman,  the  Chairman  is  an  Englishman,  Sir  Garrod  Thomas 
is  a Welshman,  and  your  humble  servant  is  a Scotsman.  (Laughter.) 
The  Chairman  has  said,  and  rightly  so,  that  his  society  is  honoured 
as  well  as  himself  by  his  presiding  over  this  Congress.  Let  me  tell 
the  Chairman  that  a greater  than  Solomon  is  here ! I happen  to 
be  chairman  of  the  Newport  Trades  Council,  and  perhaps  you  will 
pardon  me  if  I strike  just  one  personal  note.  I hope  you  will  not 
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think  I am  egotistical,  because  if  you  speak  honestly  I do  not  think  you 
ever  found  a Scotsman  egotistical.  (Laughter.)  I am  proud  because  I 
am  the  first  tailor  who  has  ever  occupied  the  position  of  chairman  of  the 
Newport  Trades  Council,  and  when  you  consider,  after  looking  at  me  care- 
fully, that  it  takes  nine  tailors  to  make  a man,  you  will  have  some  idea  of 
the  size  of  the  man  that  would  confront  you  if  eight  others  were  added  to 
me.  (Laughter.)  Well,  I hope  you  will  have  a pleasant  time,  and  that  as 
the  outcome  of  your  deliberations  great  advantage  may  accrue  to  the  Labour 
movement  in  this  country.  I might  say  that  I am  rather  disappointed 
with  the  Mayor’s  speech.  I was  talking  to  him  on  Saturday,  and  I was 
hoping  that  he  might  introduce  into  his  speech  what  he  introduced  into  our 
conversation.  The  Mayor  believes,  and  I think  we  all  believe,  that  the 
land  and  the  railways  and  the  mines  ought  to  belong  to  the  people.  (Cheers.) 
The  Mayor  did  not  say  that  this  morning,  but  I have  said  it  for  him. 
(Laughter  and  cheers.)  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  on  behalf  of  the  Trades 
Council,  I give  you  a most  hearty  and  sincere  welcome  to  Newport.  (Cheers.) 


THANKS  FOR  THE  WELCOME  TO  NEWPORT. 

The  President  : I desire  to  ask  Mr.  James  Winstone,  of  the  South 
Wales  Miners’  Federation,  to  move  a hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Mayor 
and  Corporation,  Sir  Garrod  Thomas,  and  the  Newport  Trades  Council  for 
their  welcome  to  the  delegates. 

Mr.  J.  Winstone  (Miners’  Federation) : This  duty  has  been  thrust  upon 
me  rather  suddenly,  but  it  is  nevertheless  with  very  great  pleasure  that  I 
move  that  the  very  best  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  given  to  the  Mayor  and 
the  other  speakers  for  their  very  kindly  welcome  of  us  to  this  town.  If  I may 
say  so,  I think  the  speech  delivered  by  the  Mayor  was  full  of  sound  advice, 
especially  that  portion  of  it  which  dealt  with  the  work  of  the  Borough  Council 
in  endeavouring  to  stamp  out  that  fell  disease  known ‘to  us  as  consumption. 
(Hear,  hear.)  I know  that  to  every  man  in  this  Congress  his  speech  will 
be  an  inspiration ; and  I hope  that  we  shall  all  take  note  of  what  he  has  said, 
and  endeavour  to  carry  out  his  suggestions  to  the  best  of  our  ability.  It  is 
not  for  me  to  describe  the  beauties  of  Newport  and  the  surrounding  district ; 
but  it  may  be  permitted  to  me  to  express  my  firm  belief  that  the  hearts  of 
the  people  here  are  true,  and  that  the  welcome  extended  to  us  has  been 
given  in  all  sincerity,  and  that  we  shall  enjoy  ourselves  while  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood. (Cheers.) 

Mr.  John  Jenkins  (Cardiff  Shipwrights):  I have  great  pleasure  in 
seconding  this  vote  of  thanks.  I suppose  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
thought  it  peculiarly  fitting  that  this  duty  should  be  discharged  by  me, 
seeing  that  I am  a representative  of  a neighbouring  and  rival  port.  I know 
very  well  the  sincerity  with  which  this  reception  has  been  given  by  the  Mayor 
and  Corporation  of  this  town.  So  far  as  the  Mayor’s  references  to  the  work 
of  Newport  are  concerned,  I can  only  say,  “ Go  on  with  it.”  If  at  Cardiff 
we  are  a rival  city,  then  let  it  be  in  the  direction  which  the  Mayor  has 
indicated — in  the  alleviation  of  the  distress  in  the  homes  and  families.  No 
one  will  complain  so  long  as  Newport  competes  with  Cardiff  in  the  building  of 
docks  and  the  provision  of  facilities  for  the  workers.  I remember  the  time, 
Mr.  Mayor,  when  no  such  reception  as  this  could  be  expected  by  the  Trade 
Unionists;  but  we  have  lived  to  see  the  day  when  you  recognise  that  you 
are  the  people’s  representatives,  and  we  appreciate  the  warmth  of  Newport’s 
welcome.  I would  like  to  address  a word  or  two  to  the  President  of  the 
Trades  Council.  I have  never  attended  a Congress  where  the  work  has  been 
better  arranged  than  on  the  present  occasion.  (Hear,  hear.)  - I trust  that 
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the  industrial  problems  we  are  discussing  will  be  solved  in  a manner  satis- 
factory to  the  workers  of  this  country,  and  to  those  in  Newport  especially. 
(Cheers.) 

The  vote  of  thanks  was  carried  unanimously,  amid  loud  cheers. 

The  Mayor  of  Newport  acknowledged  the  vote  of  thanks  as  follows : 
I thank  you  for  the  enthusiastic  manner  in  which  you  have  passed  this  vote ; 
and  in  reference  to  our  public  parks,  I may  say  that  we  are  endeavouring 
not  to  send  the  people  back  to  the  land,  but  to  bring  the  land  back  to  the 
people.  (Loud  cheers.) 

The  President  : I feel  sure  that  the  delegates  will  view  with  the  greatest 
respect  the  kindly  remarks  you  have  made  concerning  the  work  we  have  in 
hand.  (Cheers.) 

The  civic  party  then  withdrew. 

INVITATION  FROM  NEWPORT  CONSTITUTIONAL  CLUB. 

The  President  : I have  received  a letter  from  tl}e  Constitutional  Club, 
Newport,  intimating  that  the  Committee  of  the  club  has  decided  to  invite 
delegates  attending  the  Congress  to  become  honorary  members  during  their 
visit,  should  they  desire  to  do  so ; and  I am  asked  to  bring  this  invitation  to 
the  notice  of  Congress. 

THE  PRESIDENTIAL  ADDRESS. 

Mr.  W.  Mullin  (Vice-President) : Fellow  delegates,  we  have  somewhat 
changed  the  methods  of  procedure  of  this  Congress.  You  will  all  have  got  a 
kind  of  time-table  before  you,  by  which  it  is  hoped  that  important  questions 
will  be  considered  day  by  day,  and  that  the  most  urgent  of  them  shall  not  be 
left  to  the  end  of  the  week,  when  they  are  rushed  through  without  adequate 
consideration.  It  has  also  been  thought  advisable,  before  electing  Scrutineers, 
Tellers,  or  Auditors,  that  the  President  should  deliver  his  address.  I have 
therefore  much  pleasure  in  calling  upon  Mr.  Thorne  to  deliver  his  address  to 
Congress.  (Cheers.) 

The  President  then  addressed  Congress  as  follows : 

Fellow  delegates, — It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  welcome  you  to  this, 
the  Forty-Fifth  Trades  Union  Congress,  the  largest  and  most  important 
Congress  yet  held  in  this  country.  Last  year,  when  we  met  at  Newcastle,  we 
recorded  a membership  of  1,662,133.  To-day  we  have  a delegation  represent- 
ing a membership  of  2,001,633.  The  increase  eclipses  all  records  in  any  one 
year  since  1890.  The  large  increase  of  membership  of  some  of  the  unions 
represented  here  to-day  is  worth  noting,  and  provides  food  for  thought  to 
those  who  believe  that  the  Trade  Union  movement  is  dying  and  becoming 
played  out.  May  our  progress  continue  until  the  time  arrives  when  we  can 
say  that  the  still  vast  army  of  wage-earners  now  outside  the  Trade  Union 
movement  have  joined  the  various  organisations.  To  achieve  this  Result, 
every  unit  in  the  movement  must  act  as  a missionary,  and  by  active 
propaganda  work  the  unions  must  convert  those  who  have  not  yet  hearkened 
to  the  Trade  Union  call. 

And  here  let  me  state  that  as  a representative  of  an  active  General 
Labourers’  Union,  I have  pleasure  in  drawing  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
increasing  solidarity  amongst  all  grades  of  workers  has  now  largely  bridged 
over  the  gulf  which  formerly  separated  the  skilled  artisans  from  the  general 
labourer. 

During  the  past  year  your  Committee  has  interviewed  the  Ministers  of 
various  Government  Departments,  and  discussed  with  them  the  questions 
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■dealt  with  at  the  last  Congress.  Chief  among  these  were  the  important 
questions  of  education  and  the  eight-hours’  working  day,  to  which  I shall 
refer  later  on. 

WAGE  EARNERS’  REVOLT. 

Last  year  the  Congress  congratulated  the  transport  workers  on  their 
magnificent  effort  to  redress  their  grievances  and  on  the  success  they 
achieved  in  increasing  wages  and  in  reducing  working  hours  and  securing 
official  recognition  of  Trade  Unionism.  We  had  also  to  record  the  strike 
of  railway  workers.  This  year  two  other  important  industrial  battles  have 
taken  place,  namely,  the  coal  miners’  and  the  transport  workers’  disputes. 
The  main  reason  for  the  miners  leaving  work  was  to  establish  a national 
minimum  wage.  Few  people  believed  that  the  strike  would  last  for  any 
length  of  time,  seeing  that  it  was  of  a national  character.  The  Government 
made  every  effort  to  bring  about  a settlement  without  legislation,  but  failed, 
and  the  Minimum  Wage  Bill  was  passed.  In  many  districts  a substantial 
increase  of  wages  has  been  brought  about,  and  we  all  hope  that  the  miners 
will  insist  on  the  full  recognition  qf  the  principle  for  which  they  ceased 
work.  I believe  that  the  outcome  of  the  coal  strike  will  be  to  take  us  one 
step  nearer  to  the  nationalisation  of  the  coal  mines.  I understand  that  the 
Miners’  Federation  have  already  drafted  a Bill  to  empower  the  State  to 
take  over  the  coal  mines,  which,  if  passed,  will  be  of  great  and  lasting 
benefit  to  the  nation. 

In  May  last  another  strike  of  transport  workers  took  place  in  the  Port 
of  London.  We  must  admire  the  plucky  and  manly  battle  the  men  fought 
for  more  than  ten  weeks  against  a conspiracy  of  shipowners,  wharfingers, 
and  other  employers,  aided  by  the  Port  of  London  Authority,  which  is 
presided  over  by  a Liberal  peer,  elevated  to  that  position  by  the  present 
Government.  In  this  connection,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  qualification 
most  recognised  by  both  Tory  and  Liberal  Governments  for  a peerage  is  the 
payment  of  huge  sums  into  the  political  fighting  funds  to  maintain  and 
uphold  the  privileges  of  the  propertied  classes.  I have  taken  part  in  many 
industrial  disputes  and  strikes  during  the  past  23  years,  but  I cannot  recall 
a strike  where  the  forces  of  the  Government  were  so  obviously  used  to  defeat 
the  workers  as  was  the  case  in  London  during  the  recent  transport  workers’ 
dispute.  In  every  way  possible  the  police  helped  the  blacklegs  and  owners. 

On  several  occasions  the  question  of  the  strike  was  before  the  notice  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  but  the  chairman  of  the  Port  Authority,  acting  on 
behalf  of  the  shipping  interests,  refused  to  make  any  settlement,  and 
demanded  unconditional  surrender,  with  the  deliberate  intention  of  smashing 
the  Transport  Workers’  Federation,  and  in  this  he  received  the  staunch 
support  of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  and  many  prominent  members  of 
his  party. 

The  strike  brought  about  a vast  amount  of  misery  and  starvation  in  the 
•dock  districts,  and  when  the  general  public  and  the  organised  workers  became 
aware  of  the  arbitrary  and  arrogant  attitude  taken  up  by  Lord  Devonport,  very 
valuable  assistance,  both  in  finance  and  kind,  was  given  to  alleviate  the 
sufferings  of  the  people,  and  in  the  name  of  the  transport  workers  I desire  to 
express  hearty  thanks  for  such  generosity.  These  strikes  create  a feeling  of 
hundred  interest  among  all  classes  of  workers,  which  must  tend  to  the  solidarity 
of  the  whole  working-class  movement.  The  sacrifices  which  have  been  made 
by  the  wage-earning  classes  in  defence  of  their  rights  have  always  been  a 
prominent  feature  in  the  history  of  this  country.  In  the  early  part  of  last 
century  the  Chartists  were  prominent  in  the  political  movement,  and  many 
lives  were  sacrificed,  some  not  far  from  where  we  are  now  sitting.  An 
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attempt  was  made  by  the  Chartists  to  seize  the  town  of  Newport,  which 
failed,  and  20  of  them  were  shot  dead.  Three  of  the  ringleaders  were 
arrested,  namely,  Erost,  Jones,  and  Williams,  and  were  sentenced  to  death 
for  high  treason,  which  sentence  was  afterwards  commuted  to  transportation 
for  life.  When  the  governing  classesof  the  present  daytalk  about  the  methods 
adopted  now  in  carrying  on  trade  disputes,  we  have  to  realise  that  the 
element  of  force  is  not  so  conspicuous  as  in  bygone  days.  The  present-day 
struggle  is  economic,  for  a better  distribution  of  wealth  and  more  political 
power  for  the  wage-earning  classes,  which  applies  not  only  to  this  country 
but  to  all  other  countries.  Labour  unrest  cannot  cease,  nor  can  the  tide 
of  industrial  revolt  be  stemmed  until  remedial  measures  are  brought  about 
and  the  present  social  inequalities  removed. 

We  want  a better  distribution  of  wealth.  To-day  the  amount  received 
by  the  workers  is  much  less  in  proportion  to  the  total  wealth  production 
than  ever  it  was.  At  about  the  time  when  the  first  Trades  Union  Congress 
was  held  in  Manchester  in  1869  the  annual  wealth  production  was  about 
800  million  sterling,  and  the  amount  received  by  the  workers  was  about 
400  millions,  or  just  half.  Last  year  the  total  wealth  production  was  about 
2,000  millions,  and  the  amount  received’  by  the  wage-earners  was  not  more 
than  about  800  millions,  which  is  much  less  than  one-half.  Let  us  consider 
income  tax  statistics.  The  gross  assessment  for  income  tax  in  1894-5  was 
657  millions  ; in  1910-11  it  was  1,046  millions.  There  we  have  a vast  increase 
of  wealth.  To  whom  is  it  due?  Not  to  the  aristocracy  or  the  capitalist 
classes,  but  to  the  workers,  their  labour,  their  skill,  and  their  perseverance. 
When  we  are  told  that  wages  in  some  cases  have  doubled  during  the  last  50 
years,  we  answer  that  wealth  has  far  more  than  trebled  during  that  period 
in  the  country.  There  is  sufficient  proof  to  show  that  there  cannot  be  any 
satisfactory  solution  to  the  wage  system  so  long  as  a small  class  in  the 
community  own  the  means  of  producing  wealth. 

LEGAL  EIGHT-HOUR  WORKING  DAY. 

At  the  last  Congress  a resolution  was  passed  instructing  the  Parliamen- 
tary Committee  to  hold  demonstrations  in  various  parts  of  the  country  with  a 
view  to  educating  public  opinion  upon  this  question.  That  instruction  has 
been  carried  out,  and  14  meetings  have  been  held  in  the  chief  industrial  towns. 
In  view  of  the  revolutionary  developments  taking  place  in  methods  of  wealth 
production  and  transit,  the  provision  of  a legal  eight-hour  working  day  is  of 
vital  consequence  in  dealing  with  the  question  of  unemployment.  The 
Liverpool  Congress  of  1890  was  the  first  Trades  Union  Congress  to  pass  a 
resolution  in  favour  of  the  legal  eight  hours.  This  was  a resolution  sent  by 
the  union  I represent,  and  it  was  passed  by  a majority  of  38  votes.  Many  of 
the  delegates  at  that  Congress  were  bitterly  opposed  to  the  proposal, 
but  experience  gained  since  and  the  economic  tendencies  of  the  times  have 
influenced  the  trend  of  thought,  and  those  who  at  that  time  were  against  the 
resolution  are  now  to  be  found  in  active  support.  After  all,  our  demand  is 
only  for  what  was  recognised  as  the  working  day  in  the  latter  part  of  the  15th 
and  early  part  of  the  16th  centuries. 

There  are  people  to-day  who  will  contend  that  the  time  is  not  yet  ripe 
for  a universal  eight  hours.  In  my  judgment  the  time  is  ripe  and  over  ripe. 
There  are  delegates  here  who  know  that  for  years  I have  been  a strong 
advocate  of  this  particular  proposal.  If  time  permitted,  I could  speak  at 
length  on  the  benefits  an  eight-hour  day  would  bring  to  the  wage-earners  in 
increasing  leisure  and  decreasing  unemployment'. 

There  is  no  story  more  tragic  than  that  of  the  man  or  woman  who  vamly 
seek  employment.  No  doubt  there  are  among  my  hearers  to-day  men  who  as 
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bread-winners  of  families  have  learnt  from  bitter  experience  how  terr'ble 
a thing  is  that  unemployment  which  is  a part  of  our  competitive  system. 
No  doubt  there  are  some  here,  who  in  the  suffering  and  deprivation  of  their 
children  have  seen  that  the  price  we  have  to  pay  for  civilization  is  not  only 
the  happiness  of  the  present,  but  the  health  of  coming  generations. 

The  Government  recognise  in  all  departments  an  eight-hour  working  day. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  when  the  General  Post  Office  took  over 
the  undertaking  of  the  National  Telephone  Company,  19,000  employes  of  that 
company  immediately  enjoyed  the  same  conditions  as  the  Post  Office  workers 
of  the  same  grades,  which  brought  them  under  the  eight-hour  system.  This 
means  that  in  wages  they  are  receiving  £175,000  more  each  year  than  they 
would  have  received  under  the  company,  and  further,  owing  to  the  curtail- 
ment of  the  hours  of  labour  and  the  privilege  of  an  increased  holiday,  a 
larger  staff  has  to  be  employed.  Then  the  pension  rights  granted  to  these 
19,000  new  Government  servants  involves  an  additional  expenditure  of 
£201,000  per  annum.  I think  we  should  insist  that  a clause  be  inserted  in 
all  Government  contracts  that  the  workpeople  engaged  in  Government 
work  should  not  be  allowed  to  work  more  than  eight  hours  a day.  In 
America  the  system  has  been  in  general  operation  for  years.  The  eight  hours 
agitation  must  continue  until  this  long-delayed  reform  is  an  accomplished 
fact. 

EDUCATION. 

I now  come  to  the  great  question  of  education ; following  the  initiative 
of  my  union  the  Congress  has  year  by  year  given  to  the  organised  workers  a 
strong  lead  on  all  questions  of  education  policy,  and  our  programme  has 
formed  the  basis  of  much  education  propaganda  throughout  the  country. 
I claim  also  that  the  small  measure  of  education  reform  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  given  has  been  largely  as  a result  of  the  Trade  Union  demand. 
But  we  are  still  a long  way  from  our  ideal  of  equal  opportunities  for  all 
children.  We  still  have  underfed  children  in  the  schools,  and  official  statistics 
show  an  amount  of  disease  among  the  children  which  is  a disgrace  to  the 
nation.  The  £60,000  which  the  Government  has  this  year  granted  for 
medical  treatment  of  school  children  will  not  meet  the  case,  and  I am  glad 
the  Women’s  Co-operative  Guild,  at  their  annual  Congress,  gave  half  r 
million  as  the  lowest  figure  required.  No  child  suffering  from  consumption 
should  be  allowed  to  remain  in  a class-room. 

Every  year  the  Parliamentary  Committee  goes  to  the  Board  of  Education 
as  a deputation  from  this  Congress,  and  for  many  years  past  I have  in  your 
name  told-  the  Minister  of  Education  that  an  adequate  number  of  open-air 
recovery  schools  should  be  provided  for  the  children  suffering  from  con- 
sumption, the  great  poverty  disease.  I regret  to  say  that  the  result  has  been 
disappointing. 

The  great  question  of  child  labour  is  still  unsolved,  and  will  be  so  until 
the  State  provides  for  the  child  the  maintenance  to  make  it  possible  to 
raise  the  school  age. 

The  Royal  Commission  on  University  and  Public  School  endowments, 
demanded  for  many  years  at  this  Congress,  has  not  yet  been  appointed, 
and  those  great  trusts  are  still  privately  administered.  We  must  insist 
on  knowing  the  exact  history  and  value  of  those  endowments,  which  in 
a large  number  of  cases  were  intended  for  the  poor.  We  must  insist  on 
their  public  administration.  I must  remind  the  Congress  that  the  education 
legislation  of  1902,  by  which  the  School  Boards  were  destroyed,  is  not  yet 
reversed.  What  is  knowm  as  the  religious  difficulty  is  still  unsettled  and 
will  remain  unsettled  until,  as  laid  down  in  a Parliamentary  Committee 
circular  issued  in  1903,  the  State  attends  to  the  secular  part  of  education 
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and  the  Churches  to  the  religious  part,  and  all  schools  supported  by  the  State 
are  placed  under  full  public  control. 

HOME  RULE. 

The  government  of  Ireland  by  this  country  since  the  Act  of  Union 
has  not  been  at  all  creditable.  After  generations  of  coercion,  after  centuries 
of  misrule,  it  is  the  great  and  burning  question  of  the  hour.  Millions  of 
Irish  men  and  women  have  been  compelled  to  leave  their  own  country 
to  seek  work  in  other  countries.  Thousands  of  the  Irish  have  been  sent  to 
prison  under  many  Coercion  Acts  passed  by  both  Tory  and  Liberal  Govern- 
ments, and  many  have  been  cruelly  persecuted  in  the  interests  of  Irish 
landlords.  I hope  that  with  the  passing  of  the  Bill  into  law  we  shall  see 
an  end  to  that  bitter  feeling  which  has  existed  between  the  English  aqd 
Irish  races,  and  which  was  caused  by  the  repressive  actions  of  the  British 
Government.  The  Bill  is  being  bitterly  opposed  by  the  Tory  Party,  and 
not  only  are  they  opposing  the  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons,  but  some 
of  the  leaders  are  inciting  the  Ulster  people  to  open  rebellion.  I deliberately 
charge  these  men  with  being  responsible  for  the  brutal  and  cowardly  attacks 
made  upon  the  Catholic  Trade  Unionists  and  Socialists  in  the  Belfast  ship- 
yards some  few  weeks  ago.  If  the  Government  had  done  their  duty  those 
high-placed  individuals  would  have  been  put  where  some  thousands  of 
Irishmen  have  been  put  for  less  violent  language.  I hope  I am  voicing  the 
sentiments  of  all  delegates  at  Congress  when  I say  that  we  desire  to  see 
Ireland  given  the  fullest  form  of  social  self-government,  so  that  the  Irish 
people  can  have  opportunity  to  develop  their  own  natural  resources  and 
work  out  their  own  economic  and  industrial  salvation. 

REGISTRATION  AND  FRANCHISE  BILL. 

This  Bill  was  introduced  on  Monday,  June  17th,  by  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Education. 

This  Bill  will  enfranchise  about  2,500,000  wage-earners,  and  remove 
many  political  inequalities  and  registration  anomalies,  but  it  does  not 
recognise  the  bed-rock  principle  that  organised  Labour  has  been  fighting 
for  since  the  days  of  the  Chartist  movement.  What  we  demand  is  universal 
adult  suffrage,  abolition  of  plural  voting,  payment  of  returning  officers’  fees, 
all  elections  to  be  held  on  one  day  (that  day  to  be  a general  holiday), 
proportional  representation,  and  to  make  it  easy  to  get  on  the  register, 
certificates  of  transfer  from  one  town  or  district  to  another  in  case  of 
removal.  The  maximum  allowed  for  election  expenses  should  be  reduced 
to  at  least  one-half.  These  reforms  are  our  political  charter,  and  we  are 
glad  that  the  Bill  goes  some  of  the  way  to  bring  them  into  operation.  The 
wealth  producers  must  demand  full  political  power  for  men  and  women  as 
a stepping-stone  towards  industrial  and  economic  freedom. 

COMPULSORY  ARBITRATION. 

At  the  end  of  last  Session  the  Government  intimated  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  London  transport  workers’  and  other  strikes  a Bill  would  be 
introduced  next  year  to  deal  with  industrial  disputes.  I would  remind 
the  Government  that  in  1906  the  Congress  rejected  by  a card  vote_  a 
resolution  proposing  compulsory  arbitration  by  a majority  of  397,000;  again, 
in  1907  it  was  rejected  by  a majority  of  1,003,000;  again  in  1908  by  a 
majority  of  454,000;  and  yet  again  in  1909  by  a majority  of  1,000,000.  If 
the  promised  Bill  materialises,  and  the  Government  bring  in  such  a Bill, 
I hope  that  organised  Labour  will  meet  it  with  all  the  opposition  possible. 
Trade  Unions  do  not  want  strikes,  but  we  will  not  give  up  the  right  to 
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choose  the  weapons  we  desire  to  adopt  to  win  for  our  members  better 
economic  and  industrial  conditions.  The  price  of  liberty  is  eternal  vigilance. 

OSBORNE  JUDGMENT. 

The  Trade  Unions  (No.  2)  Bill  was  read  a second  time  on  Tuesday, 
August  6th,  and  passed  by  a majority  of  100.  The  Bill  is  drafted  some- 
what differently  to  the  one  of  last  year,  but  even  now  does  not  provide  for 
the  reversal  of  the  position  Trade  Unions  have  been  in  since  the  final  decision 
in  the  Osborne  case,  which  reversal  has  been  demanded  at  Trades  Union 
Congresses.  In  my  opinion,  a dangerous  feature  in  the  Bill  is  that  too  much 
power  is  given  to  the  Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies.  Other  features  are 
that  funds  may  only  be  used  for  political  purposes  if  a vote  of  the  union 
membership  is  taken  by  ballot  and  a majority  of  members  voting  are  in 
favour,  and  that  payments  by  members  in  furtherance  of  political  objects 
must  be  carried  to  a separate  fund.  Any  members  objecting  to  pay  are 
entitled  to  claim  exemption,  and  no  member  claiming  exemption  shall  be 
placed  under  any  disadvantage  or  excluded  from  any  of  the  Trade  Union 
benefits  on  account  of  his  action. 

The  Bill  in  no  way  concedes  the  right  to  Trade  Unions  to  use  their  own 
money  in  their  own  way,  as  may  be  provided  in  their  rules  and  subject  to  a 
majority  of  their  members  being  in  favour. 

For  effective  political  action,  the  less  complicated  the  machinery  the 
better.  The  unions  would  be  well  advised  to  consider  carefully  whether  in 
this  Bill  there  is  any  substantial  increase  to  their  present  limited  powers. 

While  not  able  to  congratulate  the  shop  workers  on  complete  success  in 
their  fight  on  the  Shops  Bill,  I am  sure  the  legal  half-day  holiday  and  proper 
meal  times  will  bring  to  the  mind  of  all  shop  workers  the  need  of  organisa- 
tion, political  and  industrial,  to  secure  further  success  in  their  demands  for 
better  conditions  of  labour. 

POLITICAL  ACTION. 

The  present  outcry  against  the  Trade  Unions  in  regard  to  political  action, 
engineered  by  a section  of  the  capitalist  Press,  only  proves  how  fearful  the 
governing  classes  are  of  the  growth  of  political  class  consciousness  amongst 
the  workers.  They  know  better  than  large  numbers  of  the  workers  seem  to 
realise,  that  once  the  working  class  scientifically  organise  both  on  the 
industrial  and  political  field,  the  sooner  the  domination  of  landlord  and 
capitalist  in  social  and  political  life  comes  to  an  end.  We  must  therefore 
perfect  our  organisation,  and  be  prepared  to  fight  with  all  the  forces  at  our 
command  against  any  attempt  to  limit  our  industrial  and  political  activities. 

Why  should  we  leave  the  propertied  classes  the  full  control  of  the 
political  machinery  and  the  full  force  of  the  Army  and  Navy  behind  them, 
to  use  in  the  interest  of  their  own  class,  as  they  have  done  in  the  past  and 
are  doing  in  the  present  ? By  taking  part  in  politics  we  shall  learn  that  no 
nation  lives  to  itself  alone,  but  that  we  must  understand  the  international 
relations,  and  must  understand  our  position  as  members  of  a great  inter- 
national working-class  movement,  which  will  put  an  end  to  the  foolish 
policy  of  spending  at  least  one-half  of  their  national  expenditure  in  building 
Dreadnoughts  and  guns,  and  in  the  repayment  of  war  debts.  This  is  going 
on  in  all  countries,  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  property  of 
the  idle  rich. 

Let  us  take  the  composition  of  the  House  of  Commons  as  it  is  to-day. 
There  are  many  members  connected  with  the  peerage  by  birth  and  marriage  ; 
others  associated  with  the  Army  and  Navy ; the  landed  interests ; legal 
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profession ; liquor  trade ; money  and  commerce.  All  these  classes  are  over 
represented,  and  they  cannot  be  expected  to  bring  about  those  social  reforms 
which  organised  Labour  so  earnestly  desires.  We  might  as  well  expect  the 
lion  to  represent  the  lamb,  or  the  highwayman  his  victim,  as  to  expect  the 
classes  who  live  upon  rent,  interest,  and  profit  to  represent  those  from  whose 
unpaid  labour  these  are  drawn.  The  composition  of  the  House  of  Commons 
must  be  changed.  It  can  be  changed  when  the  wage-earners  so  desire, 
because  they  have  the  power  in  their  own  hands.  The  employing  classes, 
even  with  the  best  will  in  the  world,  will  not  give  the  workers  their  political 
freedom ; that  we  must  fight  for  ourselves.  Therefore,  the  working  class 
political  movement  must  be  independent  of  all  political  parties,  using  such 
political  power  as  the  working  classes  to-day'  possess  to  capture  the  political 
machinery  to  enable  them  to  become  masters  of  the  economic  resources  and 
all  the  material  means  of  production. 

The  Liberal  and  Conservative  Parties  are  the  political  expression  of  the 
interests  of  the  land-owning  and  propertied  classes,  who  although  differing 
on  minor  issues  are  practically  at  one  when  their  interests  as  property  owners 
-are  attacked.  This  is  proved  by  the  willingness  of  successive  Governments 
to  place  the  whole  of  the  forces  of  the  State  at  the  disposal  of  the  employers 
whenever  the  workers  strike  for  improved  conditions  of  life.  Therefore,  the 
working  class,  the  wealth-producing  party,  regards  the  political  organisation 
of  the  working  classes  and  the  conquest  of  political  power  as  of  primary 
importance. 

STATE  INSURANCE  ACT. 

There  is  no  need  to  remind  you  that  the  Act  came  into  operation  on 
July  15th.  And  here  I may  state  that  personally  I am  in  favour  of  a 
universal  non-contributory  scheme  of  State  Insurance,  for  reasons  which, 
•if  stated,  would  take  up  too  much  of  the  time  of  Congress.  We  have  been 
informed  that  about  13  millions  of  people  have  been  brought  within  the 
scope  of  the  Act,  and  more  will  have  to  follow.  Many  complaints  have  been 
made  by  Trade  Unionists  to  your  Committee  of  the  uncalled  for  methods 
.adopted  by  a number  of  employers  in  getting  their  employes  to  join  the 
various  collecting  and  insurance  societies.  The  employers  may  have  various 
reasons  for  desiring  their  workpeople  to  join  these  societies;  there  may  be 
financial  reasons,  but  in  my  opinion,  the  main  object  and  desire  is  to  induce 
the  workers  to  keep  outside  of  the  Trade  Union  atmosphere.  Mr.  Lloyd 
George  was  warned  many  times  by  members  of  your  Committee  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  Prudential  and  other  collecting  societies  would  use  their 
huge  machinery  and  funds  for  advertising  and  scheming  to  secure  members 
The  procedure  adopted  in  nearly  every  town  of  consequence  in  the  country 
was  to  rent  temporarily  an  empty  shop,  and  advertise  in  all  directions,  and 
then  the  employers  in  many  large  factories  and  workshops  lent  a willing 
hand  and  permitted  the  agents  to  go  among  the  workpeople  and  talk  them 
over.  The  vast  sums  spent  by  these  societies  for  advertising  and  otiaer 
expenses  previous  to  the  Act  coming  into  operation  must  have  come  mainly 
out  of  the  people’s  pence,  and  it  must  be  remembered  that  many  thousands 
of  Trade  Unionists  have  insured  for  other  purposes  than  health  insurance. 
This  is  digging  the  grave  of  organised  labour  with  a vengeance.  But  ic  is 
not  too  late  for  action.  Every  delegate  to  this  Congress  should  make  it  as 
widely  known  as  possible  among  the  members  of  his  or  her  union  that 
although  they  may  have  filled  up  a form  of  membership  and  received  a card 
from  these  societies  they  can,  by  sending  a postcard  or  other  suitable 
intimation,  give  notification  of  withdrawal.  There  is  no  need  to  state  what 
other  approved  society  they  will  join.  Congress  has  from  time  to  time 
demanded  a Royal  Commission  or  a Departmental  Committee  to  inquire  into 
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the  working  of  the  Prudential  and. other  collecting  societies.  There  is  now  a 
stronger  claim  than  ever.  After  the  Congress  is  over,  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  must  act  at  once,  but  the  only  real  solution  of  the  difficulty  is 
for  the  Government  to  take  over  the  whole  business  and  work  it  for  the- 
benefit  of  all,  and  thus  abolish  these  huge  profit-making  machines,  built  up  by 
the  pence  of  the  poorest  class. 

In  conclusion,  a few  words  as  to  the  ultimate  objects  of  the  Trade  Union 
movement. 

Land  and  Labour  are  the  foundation  of  all  riches,  and  the  fewer  idle 
hands  we  have  the  faster  we  increase  in  wealth.  The  object  of  all  wage- 
earners  should  be  the  collective  ownership  of  the  land,  railways,  and  the 
means  of  production  and  transit.  The  sooner  society  takes  over  these 
essential  things  and  works  them  for  its  own  benefit  th£  sooner  will  they  come 
into  the  possession  of  those  to  whom  they  justly  belong.  Individual  owner- 
ship of  the  means  of  livelihood  has  resulted  in  the  economic  enslavement 
of  a large  portion  of  society — the  working  class.  It  has  given  to  the  classes 
the  power  to  exploit  the  labour  force  of  the  masses ; it  has  also  made  them 
masters  of  political  power  by  means  of  which  they  maintain  the  system  and 
perpetuate  the  domination  over  their  fellows.  I quite  recognise  the  hugeness 
of  the  task.  But  the  workers  have  the  power  if  they  have  the  will,  although 
it  may  take  many  years  to  bring  about  these  objects.  If  the  sting  of  present 
poverty,  with  the  dread  of  worse  poverty  in  the  near  future,  and  recollections 
of  it  in  the  past,  cannot  rouse  the  workers  to  action,  pen  and  tongue  will 
not  do  it.  Freedom  will  mean  struggle  and  sacrifice,  which,  though  hard 
for  the  few  to  sustain  will  be  light  enough  for  each  when  all  are  ready  and 
willing  to  share  it.  The  workers  know  this  already,  and  it  now  remains  to 
be  acted  upon. 

The  President’s  address  was  frequently  punctuated  by  hearty  signs  of 
approval  from  the  delegates,  and  he  resumed  his  seat  amid  an  enthusiastic 
burst  of  cheering. 

• THANKS  FOR  THE  PRESIDENT’S  ADDRESS. 

The  Vice-President  : You  have  all  heard  the  address  of  the  Chairman. 
I will  ask  somebody  in  the  Congress  to  move  a vote  of  thanks  for  its  delivery. 

Mr.  J.  Burns  (Hull  Dockers) : I have  much  pleasure  in  moving  that 
the  best  thanks  of  the  Congress  be  given  to  the  President  for  his  address. 
I am  sure  the  delegates  will  agree  that  the  address  has  not  only  been 
expressed  in  good  language,  but  that  it  voices  the  views  of  the  entire 
Congress.  (Hear,  hear.)  We  recognise  that  the  welfare  of  the  people  is  in 
their  own  hands,  and  that  if  they  insist  upon  a change  in  their  conditions 
it  will  have  to  come  about.  The  workers  have  too  long  relied  upon  the 
political  parties,  and  they  recognise  that  they  will  have  to  depend  upon 
their  own  efforts  in  future.  I was  very  pleased  to  hear  the  references  to 
Home  Rule  in  the  address,  for,  although  I am  not  an  Irishman,  I heartily 
sympathise  with  the  Irish  people,  and  I hope  that,  when  Home  Rule  is; 
granted,  the  Irish  people  will  direct  their  attention  more  to  industrial  affairs; 
in  their  own  country  rather  than  to  political  subjects,  and  see  that  an  Irish- 
party  is  formed  on  Socialistic  lines.  In  regard  to  the  other  matters  the 
President  has  mentioned 

Mr.  R.  Dent  (London  Compositors) : I rise  to  a point  of  order.  I 
submit  that  it  is  quite  out  of  order  to  make  a contentious  speech  like  this 
in  connection  with  a vote  of  thanks.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  J.  Burns  : I can  assure  the  delegates  that  I have  no  desire  to  be 
contentious,  and  I,  therefore,  formally  move  that  the  best  thanks  of 
Congress  be  extended  to  the  President  for  his  excellent  address. 
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Mr.  W.  Whitefield  (Miners’  Federation) : I formally  second  the  motion. 
The  vote  of  thanks  to  the  President  was  carried  unanimously. 

ELECTION  OF  MINUTE' SECRETARY. 

The  President  : The  next  item  is  the  appointment  of  the  Minute 
Secretary.  The  Trades  and  Labour  Council  of  Newport  have  recommended 
Mr.  C.  H.  Sundy.  Do  you  agree  to  that  proposal? 

It  was  unanimously  agreed  that  Mr.  Sundy  should  act  as  Minute 
Secretary  to  Congress  throughout  the  week. 

Congress  then  adjourned  for  luncheon. 


AFTERNOON  SITTING. 


Congress  reassembled  at  2-15  p.m. 

election  of  seven  tellers. 

The  contest  for  the  election  of  seven  Tellers  resulted  as  follows : — 

, Ejected.  Votes. 

Mr.  H.  Smith  (Miners’  Federation)  199 

Mr.  J.  Bullon  (Loom  Overlookers)  178 

Mr.  J.  Anderson  (Stevedores’  Protection  League)  120 

Mr.  W.  C.  McStocker  (Brassworkers)  86 

Mr.  C.  A.  Henderson  (Railway  Servants)  67 

Mr.  A.  Smith  (London  Cabdrivers)  63 

Mr.  J.  Whitehead  (Brass  Turners  and  Fitters)  62 

Unsuccessful. 

Mr.  R.  Hill  (Enginemen’s  Federation)  56 

Mr.  H.  H.  Elvin  (National  Union  of  Clerks)  23 

Mr.  W.  Ross  (Paper  Mill  Workers)  14 . 

GENERAL  PURPOSES  COMMITTEE. 

Five  delegates  were  elected  to  form  the  General  Purposes  Committee 
as  follow : — 

Elected.  Votes. 

Mr.  D.  Gilmour  (Miners’  Federation)  237 

Mr.  W.  Schofield  (Cardroom  Operatives)  190 

Mr.  J.  Taylor  (Midland  Federation)  175 

Mr.  J.  O’Connor  Kessack  (Liverpool  Dockers)  163 

Mr.  T.  F.  Richards  (Boot  and  Shoe  Operatives)  160 

Unsuccessful. 

Mr.  W.  Westwood  (Associated  Shipwrights)  134 

Mr.  H.  Parker  (Enginemen’s  Federation)  96 

Mr.  R.  B.  Padley  (Co-operative  Employes)  50 

Mr.  S.  Fisher  (Cardiff  Coal  Trimmers)  46 

ELECTION  OF  SIX  SCRUTINEERS. 

The  six  Scrutineers  for  the  Parliamentary  Committee  and  other 
elections  were  selected  as  follow  : — 

„ Elected.  N Votes. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Hancock,  M.P.  (Miners’  Federation)  196 

Mr.  J.  Wignall  (Dock  and  Riverside  Workers)  189 

Mr.  W.  Pope  (Amalgamated  Weavers)  184 

Mr.  J.  H.  Gwynne  (Tin  and  Sheet  Millmen)  131 

Mr.  Ben  Cooper  (Cigar  Makers)  115 

Mr.  G.  Parker  (Enginemen’s  Federation)  113 
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Unsuccessful.  Votes. 

Mr.  J.  Thomson  (Associated  Blacksmiths)  82 

Mr.  J.  Twomey  (Labourers  of  Great  Britain)  67 

Mr.  J.  Kelly  (Bookbinders)  62 

Mr.  W.  V.  Morgan  (Gasworkers)  42 

Mr.  J.  Lovatt  (Pottery  Workers)  42 

Mr.  G.  H.  Ayton  (Railway  Servants)  27 


ELECTION  OF  TWO  AUDITORS. 

The  contest  for  the  election  of  two  Auditors  resulted  as  follows : — 


Elected.  Votes. 

Mr.  D.  Watts  Morgan  (Miners’  Federation)  196 

Mr.  E.  Judson  (Spinners’  Association)  161 

Unsuccessful. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Elvin  (National  Union  of  Clerks)  121 


SECTIONAL  GROUPING  COMMITTEES. 

The  Sectional  Grouping  Committees,  as  presented  to  Congress,  • were 
finally  constituted  as  follow:  — 

Industrial  Life  Assurance. — J.  A.  Seddon  (Convener);  D.  Jones,  Prudential 
Agents;  D.  H.  Harding,  Royal  Liver  Agents. 

Hours  of  Labour. — Resolution  1:  J.  Hill  (Convener);  W.  V.  Morgan,  Gas- 
workers;  F.  Bramley,  Furnishing  Trades;  W.  Mosses,  Patternmakers;  W.  F. 
Dawtry,  Steam  Engine  Makers;  W.  Hopkins,  Enginemen’s  Federation;  J.  Twomey, 
Labourers’  Union;  J.  Winstone,  Miners’  Federation. 

Wage  Questions. — Resolution  1 : J.  E.  Williams  (Convener) ; G.  H.  Roberts, 
Typographical  Association;  J.  Lovatt  (Pottery  Workers;  A.  Harris,  Labour  Pro- 
tection League;  J.  Havelock  Wilson,  Seamen  and  Firemen.  Resolutions  3 and  4: 
A.  Evans  (Convener);  W.  E.  Jancey,  Clothiers’  Operatives;  A.  Rowlerson,  Tailors; 
M.  Sclare,  Jewish  Tailors.  Resolutions  8,  9,  10,  and  11:  J.  Jenkins  (Convener); 
A.  Short,  Boilermakers;  J.  W.  Clark,  Scientific  Instrument  Makers;  J.  Rowan, 
Electrical  Trades  Union;  J.  C.  Gordon,  Sheet  Metal  Workers;  J.  Kelly,  Book- 
binders; G.  A.  Isaacs,  Printers’  Assistants;  H.  H.  Elvin,  Clerks’  Union;  G. 
Challoner,  Metal  Workers ; G.  Edwards,  Agricultural  Labourers. 

National  Insurance  A ct.— Resolutions  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6:  W.  Mosses- 
(Convener);  A.  Wilkie,  Shipwrights  ;■  H.  Skinner,  Typographical  Association;  J. 
Mills,  Patternmakers;  J.  Cuthbertson,  Bra ss worker s ; J.  H.  Edmiston,  Plumbers; 
J.  Sexton,  Dock  Labourers;  A.  Ruffell,  Sheet  Metal  Workers;  J.  V.  Wills,  Brick- 
layers; S.  Wright,  Gasworkers;  A.  Rowlerson,  Tailors;  A.  Tansley,  Toolmakers; 
H.  Smith,  London  Dock  Workers;  J.  Hinson,  Sailors;  R.  Hill,  Enginemen’s- 
Federation. 

NEW  ORDER  OF  BUSINESS  ACCEPTED. 

The  President  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  new  Order  of 
Business,  which  had  been  prepared  by  the  Parliamentary  Committee  with 
the  object  of  expediting  the  proceedings  and  ensuring  that  the  available 
time  was  utilised  with  a due  regard  to  the  relative  importance  of  the  various- 
items  on  the  Agenda.  He  read  out  the  order  as  follows  : — 


MONDAY. 


Congress  opens  at  12  noon. 
President  formally  opens  Congress. 
Civic  Welcome. 

Local  Members  of  Parliament. 

Local  Reception  Committee  (Trades 
Council). 

Presidential  Address. 

Vote  of  Thanks  to  President. 


Appointment  of  Minute  Secretary. 
Election  of  Seven  Tellers. 

Election  General  Purposes  Committee 
(Five). 

Election  of  Six  Scrutineers. 

Election  of  Tvjo  Auditors. 

Sectional  Grouping  Committees. 
Miscellaneous  Resolutions. 


Adjourn  at  5 o’clock. 

Grouping  Committees  must  hand  in  their  reports  to  the  General  Purposes 
Committee  before  Congress  rises  on  Tuesday  evening. 
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TUESDAY  MORNING. 

Congress  assembles  at  9-30  o’clock.  Parliamentary  Committee’s  Report. 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON. 

Parliamentary  Committee’s  Report  I. — Miscellaneous  Resolutions. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING. 

IX. — Education.  XI. — Arbitration  and  Conciliation. 

II. — Standing  Orders.  XVIII. — Administration  of  Justice. 

Adjourn  at  12-30  p.m. 


THURSDAY  MORNING.  , 

VII. — National  Insurance  Act.  V. — Workmen’s  Compensation. 

VIII. — Resolution  relating  to  Mines.  11-30,  Fraternal  Delegates. 


THURSDAY  AFTERNOON. 

III.  — Hours  of  Labour.  VI. — Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

IV.  — Wage  Questions.  XII. — Postal  Questions. 

Miscellaneous  Resolutions. 


FRIDAY  MORNING. 

Auditors’  Report.  X. — Legislation  for  Seamen  and  Dock 

XVI. — Independent  Political  Action.  Labourers. 

XVII. — Electoral  Reform.  Miscellaneous  Resolutions. 


FRIDAY  AFTERNOON. 

XV. — Unification  of  Labour  Forces.  XIII. — Trade  Union  Officials  and 

Coroners’  Inquests. 

Miscellaneous  Resolutions. 

SATURDAY  MORNING. 

Report  of  Scrutineers.  Miscellaneous  Resolutions. 

XIV. — Persons  in  Charge  of  Engines  Place  of  Next  Meeting, 

and  Boilers.  Votes  of  Thanks. 

The  President  : You  will  notice  that  the  Committee  has  arranged  to 
have  important  questions  dealt  with  under  the  circumstances  most  favour- 
able to  adequate  discussion,  and  I trust  that  Congress  will  not  only  agree 
with  what  has  already  been  done,  but  approve  of  the  rest  of  the  Order  of 
Business  for  the  week.  Is  it  your  wish  that  this  time-table  shall  be 
adhered  to? 

Congress  formally  agreed,  without  discussion,  to  accept  the  time-table 
as  printed  above. 

TO  VISIT  THE  ALEXANDRA  DOCK. 

The  President  : I have  been  asked  by  the  Reception  Committee  as  to 
the  time  we  shall  adjourn  in  order  to  give  you  an  opportunity  for  visiting  the 
Alexandra  Dock.  Subject  to  your  approval,  I suggest  that  we  adjourn 
at  4-30. 

The  suggestion  to  adjourn  at  4-30  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  John  Ward  (Navvies) : I would  like  to  mention  the  fact  that  the 
entrance  to  the  new  docks  you  are  about  to  visit  cost  the  navvies  some 
38  lives. 

The  President  : That  is  a very  sad  and  regrettable  fact. 
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AMALGAMATION  OF  UNIONS  BY  INDUSTRIES. 

Mr.  J.  V.  Wills  (Operative  Bricklayers)  moved:  — 

That  this  Congress  reaffirms  the  resolutions  passed  at  its  last  two 
Congresses  (Sheffield  and  Newcastle  respectively)  upon  amalgamation  of  the 
present  Trade  Unions  by  industries,  and  desires  to  record  its  appreciation  of 
the  efforts  made  by  the  Parliamentary  Committee  and  the  gratifying  response 
of  the  various  Trade  Unions  in  the  building  industry,  and  urges  upon  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  to  call  conferences  of  the  other  unions  in  the  various 
industries,  with  a view  of  completing  the  instructions  laid  down  in  the 
Newcastle  resolution;  furthermore,  as  a means  of  assisting  this  movement,  it 
be  an  instruction  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  inaugurate  an  educational 
campaign  in  favour  of  amalgamation  of  the  existing  Trade  Unions  by  industries. 

He  said : I am  pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  of  moving  what  I contend 
to  be  one  of  the  most  important  resolutions  that  will  be  considered  at  this 
Congress.  Last  year,  at  the  Newcastle  Congress,  one  of  the  delegates  said 
that  the  Parliamentary  Committee  were  being  asked  to  do  an  impossible 
task  when  they  were  requested  to  call  conferences  of  the  various  unions 
with  a view  to  amalgamation.  That  the  Parliamentary  Committee  have 
obviously  already  accomplished  the  “ impossible  ” must  be  pleasing  to  all 
well-wishers  of  the  movement ! I am  sure  we  are  willing  to  record  our 
appreciation  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee  for  the  assistance  they  have 
rendered  in  bringing  about  the  vote  that  is  now  being  taken  in  the  building 
industry.  Being  an  impartial  body,  and,  therefore,  disinterested,  they  have 
secured  strong  support  and  given  a great  impetus  to  our  movement,  and, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  part  which  they  have  so  ably  played,  the  amalgama- 
tion of  the  building  Trade  Unions  would  not  have  advanced  to  the  degree 
it  has  done.  They  are  printing  the  ballot  papers  for  all  those  unions  who 
care  to  apply  for  them.  Amalgamation  will  bring  about  uniformity  of  wages 
and  reduce  the  possibility  of  side-tracking  to  a minimum.  It  will  also 
remove  many  obstacles  to  progress.  In  this  resolution  we  ask 'that  the 
work  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  in  this  direction  shall  be  continued 
and  extended.  It  is  not  only  the  building  Trade  Unions  that  require  to  be 
amalgamated,  for,  in  order  to  combat  the  consolidated  forces  of  capitalism, 
all  the  existing  Trade  Unions  should  be  amalgamated  into  industrial  unions. 
Sectional  unionism  is  no  longer  able  to  cope  with  the  conditions  and  pro- 
blems of  modem  industry.  Machinery  specialisation  and  speeding-up  of 
manual  labour  power  has  broken  down  the  partnership  which  formed  the 
great  factor  in  the  former  power  of  our  Trade  Unions.  The  tools  of  the 
handicraftsman  are  being  taken  out  of  his  hands  and  embodied  in  an  iron 
machine.  The  time  for  the  process  of  production  has  been  greatly  reduced, 
resulting  in  lengthy  periods  of  unemployment  and  increased  competition. 
With  our  1,700  Trade  Unions  we  are  anything  but  a happy  family,  and  in 
connection  with  the  demarcation  disputes  the  skilled  trades  have  gone 
through  severe  struggles.  When,  after  a protracted  strike,  the  workers  go 
back  defeated,  their  downfall  can  more  often  be  traced  to  the  blacklegging 
of  the  union  men  than  the  blacklegging  of  the  professional  blackleg.  Every 
fresh  strike  furnishes  us  with  ample  evidence  of  the  existence  of  this 
undesirable  state  of  affairs.  The  separate  agreements  which  the  masters 
have  skilfully  used  to  serve  their  own  ends  prevent  unity  amongst  the 
workers,  and  places  them  at  the  mercy  of  the  enemy.  Against  this  sectional 
weakness  is  arrayed  the  huge  combines  of  capitalism,  which  understand  their 
class  posit’on  in  no  unmistakable  way ; and  their  power  is  continually 
increasing.  It  would  be  just  as  reasonable  to  try  to  combat  with  a blunder- 
buss or  wooden  galley  an  army  or  navy  equipped  with  maxim  guns  as  to 
oppose  the  strength  of  the  big  capitalistic  combines  with  the  methods  of  the 
time-expired  Trade  Unions.  Much  nonsense  has  been  talked  in  recent  years 
— (laughter) — about  “ Stopping  the'Strike.”  Those  who  advocate  that  the 
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workers  should  be  servile  and  submit  to  the  brutalising  and  degrading  condi- 
tions which  capital  seeks  to  impose  upon  us  are  criminals.  They  are 
endeavouring  to  prevent  the  birth  of  the  working-class  emancipation.  The 
only  form  of  working-class  organisations  compatible  with  present-day  needs  is 
that  the  workers  should  be  organised  into  industrial  unions,  and  all  industrial 
unions  organised  into  one  union.  Every  worker,  mechanic  and  labourer, 
male  and  female,  adult  and  child,  should  be  admitted  into  the  industrial 
union  which  covers  the  industry  in  which  they  are  engaged.  We  workers  have 
a common  commodity  to  sell,  and  for  our  own  sake  let  us  take  common  action 
to  sell  it  to  the  best  advantage.  Organised  as  suggested,  we  should  not  be 
wasting  our  time  and  money  and  energy  in  fighting  sectional  differences. 
Our  strength  would  be  preserved  to  secure  better  conditions,  shorter  hours, 
and  higher  wages.  We  should  be  less  ridiculed  and  more  respected.  We 
should  not  have  the  sorry  spectacles  that  we  have  to-day,  such  as  has  been 
witnessed  in  the  recent  transport  workers’  dispute.  In  that  struggle, 
thousands  of  brave  comrades  were  driven  by  starvation  to  submit  to  the  heart- 
less and  brutal  conditions  which  were  being  imposed  upon  them  in  a way  that 
could  not  find  illustration  or  equal  even  in  chattel  slavery ; and  by  neglecting 
to  act,  we  acquiesce.  The  curtain  of  the  drama  is  only  temporarily  drawn, 
and  if  we  want  to  urge  our  claims  successfully  before  the  capitalist  class,  it  is 
time  we  had  unity  in  our  ranks.  It  is  no  use  coming  here  year  after  year 
unless  we  do  something  of  this  kind.  Therefore,  on  behalf  of  the  Bricklayers’ 
Society,  who  have  taken  up  this  matter  in  a determined  way,  I have  much 
pleasure  in  moving  this  resolution. 

Mr.  W.  Rackstraw  (Bricklayers) : In  seconding  this  resolution,  which 
has  been  so  ably  moved  by  my  colleague,  I should  like  to  say  that  I have 
for  a long  time  marvelled  at  our  disunited  condition.  Not  only  are  the 
employers  amalgamated,  but  also  the  merchants.  Five  years  ago  the 
employe^  threatened  to  boycott  the  builders’  merchants  if  they  supplied  any 
bricklaying  materials  to  a certain  firm,  and  the  result  has  been  that  the 
merchants  are  becoming  members  of  the  Master  Builders’  Association  in 
order  to  save  their  own  skin.  Now  we  see,  in  our  sectional  disputes,  I am 
■sorry  to  say,  one  trade,  as  it  were,  helping  the  employers  to  beat  the  others. 
I ask  you,  fellow  delegates,  why  this  should  be  so.  Certainly,  there  are  lots 
of  difficulties  to  overcome  before  amalgamation  can  be  secured,  but  I do  not 
find  the  little  animosities  which  afflict  us  existing  between  the  employers. 
Why?  Because  the  cause  of  one  employer  is  the  cause  of  another,  and  chey 
■see  the  utility  of  combination.  But  the  workers  are  led  away  by  little  side- 
issues,  which,  after  all,  are  not  worth  the  slightest  consideration.  There  is 
one  difficulty  I see — that  is,  from  the  officials’  point  of  view.  Well,  some- 
times we  have  got  to  do  distasteful  things  so  far  as  our  officials  are  concerned  ; 
but  I think  the  time  has  come  when  the  workers  in  the  building  industry 
■shall  say  to  their  officials,  “We,  as  workers  in  the  building  trade,  are  going 
to  combine,  so  that  we  will  be  able  to  secure  better  conditions  of  life.”  If 
we  do  not  try  to  amalgamate,  we  shall  never  improve  our  position,  or  stop 
one  seetioh  of  the  building  trade  blacklegging  another  in  times  of  dispute. 
I remember  a dispute  which  occurred  in  the  North  of  England  13  years  ago 
in  which  two  sections  of  the  trade  were  fighting  against  the  other ; and 
eventually  the  whole  thing  played  into  the  hands  of  the  employers.  Now 
I think,  fellow  delegates,  we  are  all  agreed  that  this  state  of  things  has  gone  on 
long  enough ; and  I therefore  trust  the  Congress  will  pass  this  resolution. 

The  President  : You  will  notice  that  there  is  an  amendment  to  this 
resolution  standing  in  the  name  of  the  National  Union  of  Dock  Labourers, 
-which  concludes  with  the  words  “ This  Congress  also  repudiates  the  propa- 
ganda of  Syndicalism.”  It  has  been  decided  that  those  words  must  be 
struck  out,  because  they  have  nothing  to* do  with  the  resolution. 
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Mr.  J:  O’Connor  Kessack  (National  Union  of  Dock  Labourers)  moved 
the  following  amendment,  with  the  words  omitted  in  harmony  with  the 
President’s  rulipg : — 

Delete  all  after  the  word  “Congress”  and  insert:  “instructs  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  to  make  efforts  among  the  various  Trade  Unions  in  the 
same  trade  or  business  to  secure  amalgamation,  so  that  one  union  may  cover 
any  particular  trade  or  business;  or,  failing  this,  to  secure  the  federation  of  all 
unions  in  the  same  industry,  so  that  there  may  be  uniformity  of  policy  and  time 
period  of  agreements.” 

He  said : The  Trade  Union  movement  in  this  country  is  not  ready  for 
amalgamation  by  industries.  As  a matter  of  fact,  our  federations  are  not 
yet  in  that  position  that  would  lead  to  amalgamation ; and  even  the  industry 
that  I happen  to  be  representing  at  the  moment  is  not  ready  for  amalgama- 
tion. The  various  sections  would  not  agree  to  amalgamation  even  if  it  were 
put  before  them  by  the  Parliamentary  Committee.  The  Seamen  and  Fire 
men’s  Union  is  not  going  to  amalgamate  with  the  dockers,  and  there  are 
strong  reasons  against  it.  The  idea  of  the  resolution  seems  to  be  that  the 
sectional  strike  is  at  an  end  as  a useful  weapon ; but  in  the  building  trade 
the  sectional  strike  is  a very  powerful  weapon.  If  you  have  amalgamation, 
you  will  require  to  have  long  and  tedious  consultations  between  the  various 
sections  of  your  amalgamation  before  they  will  quit  work.  We  are  not  ready 
for  the  amalgamation,  and  no  man  will  dare  to  suggest  it.  The  London 
strike  has  been  mentioned ; but  the  Transport  Federation  had  so  little  regard 
to  securing  uniformity  of  policy  with  respect  to  trade  agreements  and  their 
time-limit,  that  we  suddenly  discovered  ourselves  in  all  parts  of  the  country 
with  agreements  expiring  on  different  dates,  and  we  could  not  strike  without 
a breach  of  faith.  A breach  of  faith  may  perhaps  be  looked  upon  as  a small 
matter  if  you  are  powerful  enough  to  disregard  consequences,  but  not  other- 
wise. The  mistake  our  friends  are  making  is  in  assuming  that  at  any  tme 
the  workers  of  the  country  ought  to  be  prepared  to  “ down  tools  ” whenever 
someone  makes  a call.  No  more  dangerous  policy  could  be  imagined  than 
that.  I objected  to  that  in  connection  with  the  London  strike.  No  one  can 
tell  me  more  than  I know  of  the  courage  and  endurance  of  those  London 
men  ; but  if  once  we  accede  to  the  principle  that  some  little  section  anywhere 
may  “down  tools  ’’  and  thus  embroil  the  whole  country,  disaster  is  bound 
to  overtake  us.  And  more  than  that.  This  resolution  is  based  on  the 
assumption  that  a great  national  strike  is  bound  to  be  successful.  I venture  to 
say  that  if  we  had  had  a national  transport  strike  in  recent  months,  we  should 
have  been  beaten  and  smashed  and  sent  back  to  work,  and  the  organisation 
work  of  20  years  would  have  been  lost.  You  may  not  agree  to  that,  but  it 
has  to  be  taken  into  account.  We  have  two  unions  in  the  same  trade,  we 
have  various  unions  catering  for  dock  labourers.  The  amalgamation  there 
is  reasonable  and  possible ; and  if  it  were  effected,  we  might  then  proceed 
with  our  plans  with  regard  to  federation,  and  that  in  due  course  might  bring 
about  the  objects  we  are  striving  for. 

Mr.  J.  Burns  (National  Union  of  Dock  Labourers) : I second  the  amend- 
ment, and  agree  with  Mr.  Kessack  that  we  must  have  perfect  federation 
before  amalgamation  can  be  secured.  I do  not  agree  that  the  great  obstacle 
to  amalgamation  is  t,he  officials.  I believe  they  would  stand  down  if  it 
were  proved  that  it  was  for  the  good  of  the  cause  that  they  should  do  so.  We 
must  walk  before  we  try  to  run.  Let  us  effect  amalgamation  by  trades 
where  we  can,  and  then  the  greater  amalgamation  may  become  possible. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Chandler  (Railway  Clerks) : I am  exceedingly  sorry  that  you 
have  ruled  out  the  last  sentence  of  the  amendment,  because,  as  they  now 
stand,  we  are  quite  unable  to  distinguish  between  the  resolution  and  the 
amendment.  The  mover  of  the  amendment  has  evidently  ill  his  mind  the 
same  idea  as  the  mover  of  the  resolution — namely,  the  solidarity  of  the 
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working-class  movement — but  he  is  influenced  by  the  question  of  time, 
and  thinks  the  time  is  not  ripe  for  the  resolution  to  be  put  into  operation. 
I want  to  say,  however,  that  the  action  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee, 
following  on  the  lines  laid  down  at  the  Sheffield  Congress,  has  resulted  in  a 
great  deal  of  good  at  Sheffield.  There  is  a member  of  the  Congress  here,  who 
is  the  president  of  the  Sheffield  Trades  Council,  who  can  testify  to  the  good 
work  achieved  in  the  direction  of  amalgamation  in  the  Sheffield  area.  You 
remember  the  many  small  unions  we  had  in  Sheffield  a year  or  so  ago ; well, 
they  are  now  considerably  fewer  in  number  and  greater  in  strength.  It  is 
because  of  this  satisfactory  beginning  that  I am  anxious  to  see  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  develop  this  work  in  such  a way  that  when  the  time 
comes,  as  come  it  wrill,  when  the  Trades  Union  Congress  has  developed  to 
such  an  extent  that  it  is  the  ruling  factor  of  our  industrial  life,  the  members 
of  this  Congress  will  realise  that  in  this  resolution  there  is  a principle  wnich 
has  meant  the  turning  point  in  the  struggle  between  the  capitalists  and  the 
workers.  And  they  will  realise  that  out  of  this  resolution  has  been  born  the 
great  weapon  of  solidarity,  which  will  ultimately  overthrow  the  bulwarks  of 
capital.  I do  wish  to  associate  myself  with  this  resolution,  although  there 
has  not  been  time  for  placing  it  before  the  members  of  my  union.  I hope 
Congress  will  not  stultify  itself  by  defeating  it,  but  vote  for  it  as  they  did 
last  year. 

Mr.  J.  V.  Wills  (Bricklayers),  in  reply,  said  the  mover  of  the  amend- 
ment had  pointed  out  the  value  of  the  sectional  strike.  Well,  they  all 
recognised  that  the  sectional  strike  might  be  used  to  advantage,  but  it  should 
be  organised,  and  it  could  only  be  properly  organised  *when  all  the  unions; 
were  in  one  organisation.  But  the  mover  of  the  amendment  went  on  to 
emphasise  the  disastrous  character  of  the  amalgamation  policy,  because  he 
said  that  every  little  section  could  come  out  and  call  the  rest  out.  That  was 
an  absurd  and  unjustifiable  suggestion.  He  said  the  time  was  not  ripe. 
But  they  were  hearing  of  amalgamations  on  every  hand ; and  if  the  time 
was  not  ripe,  wrould  Mr.  Kessack  tell  them  when  it  would  be  ripe?  More- 
over, if  the  time  was  not  ripe,  the  resolution  should  be  carried  to  enable  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  to  inaugurate  an  educational  programme. 

The  President  : To  give  satisfaction,  I think  we  will  take  a card  vote ; 
so  please  dispose  of  the  amendment  first. 

A card  vote  for  the  amendment  resulted  as  follows ; — 


For  the  amendment  1,123,000 

Against  550,000 

Majority  in  favour  573,000 


The  amendment  was  then  carried  as  a substantive  proposition. 

TRADE  UNION  WORK  AND  TRADE  UNION  LABOUR. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Isaacs  (Printers’  Assistants)  moved: 

This  Congress  strongly  urges  upon  any  Trade  Union  requiring  work  of  any 
character  performed  on  their  behalf  the  necessity  of  their  taking  steps  to 
ensure  that  such  work  shall  only  be  performed  bv  Trade  Union  labour,  by 
making  inquiries  of  the  societies  that  cater  for  the  workers  in  the  trade 
concerned  as  to  the  conditions  observed  by  the  various  firms  under  considera- 
tion, and  by  placing  the  work  only  into  the  hands  of  such  firms  that  are 
recognised  as  being  “fair”  by  those  societies. 

He  said : It  may  appear,  at  first  sight,  that  to  bring  a resolution  like  this 
forward  is  very  much  in  the  nature  of  teaching  your  grandmother  how  to 
suck  eggs.  First  of  all,  we  are  anxious  that  this  resolution  should  be  applied 
to  the  printing  trade.  Many  organised  bodies  throughout  the  country  have 
been  placing  their  printing  without  the  slightest  reference  to  the  character  of 
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the  firm  so  far  as  Trade  Union  wages  and  conditions  are  concerned.  On  one 
occasion,  I wrote  on  behalf  of  my  society  to  another  union  pointing  out  that 
their  work  was  being  executed  with  underpaid  labour — by  men,  in  fact,  who 
were  actually  receiving  8s.  and  9s.  less  than  the  standard  wage.  The  secre- 
tary of  that  organisation  wrote  back  stating  that  he  had  made  inquiries  of  the 
employer  in  question,  who  assured  him  that  the  work  was  being  carried  out 
under  fair  conditions.  I was  not  satisfied  with  that  answer,  and  wrote  to 
the  general  secretary  of  the  same  union,  who  promptly  put  the  matter  right. 
This  kind  of  thing  probably  goes  on  in  other  trades  as  well  as  ours.  All 
unions  require  a great  deal  of  work  to  be  done  by  other  unions,  from  time 
to  time ; and  it  is  our  absolute  duty  to  see  that  it  is  executed  by  Trade  U mon 
labour.  This  Congress,  later  on,  will  no  doubt  have  something  to  say  about 
the  printing  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the  Insurance  Commission.  It 
is  not  always  Trade  Union  labour  and  Trade  Union  conditions  that  are  the 
dearest.  We  are  only  a small  society,  but  we  apply  the  Trade  Union  principle 
to  all  our  requirements.  When  we  want  a chair,  we  look  for  a Trade  Union 
firm  ; and  we  employ  Trade  Union  window-cleaners  and  painters.  (Laughter 
and  cheers.)  Some  time  since,  we  had  occasion  to  negotiate  with  two  firms 
for  the  purchase  of  a cabinet  for  the  office.  One  was  more  business-like  than 
the  other,  and  sent  the  cabinet  in  immediately.  Both  firms  said  the  cabinets 
were  produced  with  Trade  Union  labour,  but  we  had  also  consulted  the 
Furnishing  Trades  Union,  and  we  found  out  that  the  cabinet  which  had  been 
placed  in  the  office  was  made  by  a non-union  firm,  and  the  other  cabinet  was 
made  by  a firm  at  King’s  Cross  under  Trade  Union  conditions.  It  was  not 
many  minutes  before  the  non-union  made  cabinet  was  ordered  out,  and  the 
Trade  Union  cabinet  was  put  in ; and  then  it  was  discovered  that  the  union 
cabinet  was  the  superior  one.  When  the  unions  have  work  to  be  done,  they 
should  make  stipulations  for  the  execution  of  it  under  Trade  Union  condi- 
tions ; but  for  goodness  sake  do  not  have  the  Government  Fair  Wages  Clause 
if  you  want  fair  conditions.  We  want  you  to  do  for  other  unions  what  you 
expect  to1  be  done  for  yourselves. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Howes  (Printing  Machine  Managers)  seconded  the  resolu- 
tion. He  said  the  evil  was  a far-reaching  one,  and  that  the  unions  represented 
in  Congress  that  day  should  see  that  the  work  done  for  them  was  undertaken 
by  Trade  Union  firms.  By  that  means  they  would  make  their  work  through- 
out the  year  far  more  effective  and  bring  into  the  unions  a larger  number  of 
men. 

Mr.  Ben  Turner  (Batley  WTeavers) : I want  to  support  the  resolution, 

' and  in  doing  so  I ask  myself  whether  we  are  as  thorough  in  this  matter  as  we 
should  be.  I wonder,  for  instance,  if  we  are  all  wearing  Trade  Union  boots. 
If  we  are  not,  we  ought  to  be.  (Hear,  hear.)  If  we  do  not  wear  Trade  Union 
hats,  we  ought  to  do  so.  I wonder  how  much  under-paid  cloth  there  is  in  this 
Congress  Hall ! I also  wonder  why  the  Trade  Unionists  in  large  towns, 
especially  where  Trade  Unionists  are  largely  employed,  forget  to  have  their 
daughters  members  of  the  Trade  Unions.  I can  point  out  to  men  in  the 
skilled  trades  having  daughters  in  the  mills  who  never  dream  of  seeing  that 
they  are  members  of  a Trade  Union.  I agree  with  the  principle  that  every- 
thing should  be  Trade  Union  made ; but  let  us  be  thorough,  and  have  every 
member  of  our  families  in  a Trade  Union.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  S.  March  (Carmen’s  Union) : I should  like  to  support  this  resolu- 
tion, and  I believe  in  a good  deal  Mr.  Turner  has  said ; but  we  ought  to  com- 
mence at  home.  I have  noticed  in  my  own  industry  that  members  who  want 
vans  or  brakes  for  their  union  do  not  trouble  much  about  the  unign  which 
caters  for  the  drivers.  If  they  did,  we  should  be  able  to  tell  them  who  employ 
Trade  Unionists  and  who  do  not.  During  our  recent  struggle  in  London,  I 
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saw  no  less  than  four  different  co-operative  societies — and  I am  a co-operator 
myself,  and  have  been  for  many  years— coming  into  London  with  all  the 
pleasure  imaginable  to  view  the  sights,  in  brakes  which  had  been  provided  by 
one  of  the  biggest  sweaters  and  employers  of  blacklegs  in  London.  If  the 
co-operators  are  in  earnest  with  regard  to  their  Trade  Union  principles,  T 
think  they  should  communicate  with  someone  in  London  with  a view  to 
securing  for  their  outings  decent  brakes  driven  by  Trade  Union  drivers. 
There  are  also  many  Trade  Unionists  who,  from  time  to  time,  are  having: 
beanfeasts ; and  there  again  we  see  them  flying  to  the  biggest  sweaters  for 
non-unitm  drivers  to  take  them  out.  I hope  this  resolution  will  be  seriously 
considered  from  all  points  of  view,  so  that  we  may  assist  each  other  rather 
than  encourage  the  blackleg  and  the  sweater. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Buckner  (Scottish  Typographical  Association) : To  my  mind, 
if  the  printers  of  England  had  done  their  duty,  there  would  have  been  no  need 
for  this  resolution  being  on  the  Agenda.  Let  them  adopt  a label,  and  the 
thing  will  be  all  right.  We  in  Scotland  are  showing  our  printing  friends  the 
way  in  this  matter.  We  have  already  adopted  the  label,  and  are  approaching- 
the  various  trades  and  councils  to  tell  them  that  if  the  printing  does  not 
carry  with  it  our  label  we  shall  refuse  to  recognise  it  as  Trade  Union  work. 
If  our  London  friends  would  try  to  wake  up  the  various  unions,  and  also- 
wake  up  themselves,  their  troubles  would  disappear. 

Mr.  J.  Wadsworth,  M.P.  (Miners’  Federation):  If  every  member  of 
this  Trades  Union  Congress  were  doing  his  duty  at  home,  I do  not  think  we 
should  be  discussing  a resolution  of  this  character.  Mr.  Turner  and  other 
friends  have  mentioned  boots,  etc.,  but  you  require  coal  to  manufacture  these - 
things,  and  it  would  be  far  better  for  the  miners  if  you  took  the  trouble 
to  see  that  you  had  Trade  Union  coal  for  that  purpose.  In  the  various  trades 
of  the  country,  as  a matter  of  fact,  no  attempt  is  taken  to  discriminate 
between  Trade  Union  and  non-union  collieries.  We  are  victimised  bv 
blacklegs  in  our  industry  more  than  any  other  trade  in  the  country.  If  we 
studied  the  principle  of  the  thing,  instead  of  arguing  the  question  as  we  do. 
from  Congress  to  Congress,  I think  we  should  be  able  to  help  each  other 
more  effectively.  (Hear,  hear.) 

The  resolution  was  carried  by  an  affirmative  shout  from  the  delegates. 

Congress  adjourned  at  4-30. 


SECOND  DAY. 


TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  3rd. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  9-30  a.m.,  and  the  Minutes  of  the 
previous  day’s  proceedings  were  read  and  confirmed. 

parliamentary  committee’s  report. 

The  report  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  was  submitted  to  Congress 
as  follows  : — - 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  twelve  months  which  have  passed  since  the  Newcastle  Congress  was 
held  should  prove  memorable  in  the  history  of  the  Trade  Union  movement. 
Dissatisfaction  amongst  the  workers  in  the  coal  mining  industry,  after  every 
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effort  had  been  made  by  the  miners’  leaders  to  bring  about  a settlement  by 
peaceful  means,  culminated  in  a determined  and  protracted  struggle,  involving 
eventually  the  intervention  of  Parliament,  and  the  passing  of  a measure  known 
as  the  Coal  Mines  (Minimum  Wage)  Act.  Peaceful  from  start  to  finish, 
despite  the  huge  army  of  workers  directly  involved  in  and  the  large  area 
affected  by  the  dispute,  the  action  of  the  miners  afforded  a most  striking 
object-lesson  as  to  the  strength  which  organised  labour  can  command.  It  is, 
perhaps,  too  early  to  judge  of  the  full  value  of  the  results  secured  to  the  miners 
by  the  conciliation  boards  established  under  the  Act ; but  your  Committee 
regret  exceedingly  that  the  Government  and  the  House  of  Commons  should 
have  refused  to  incorporate  in  the  measure  the  minimum  rates  put  forward  by 
the  miners’  representatives,  which  had  they  been  accepted  would  have  brought 
the  dispute  to  a completely  satisfactory  and  final  termination. 

The  trouble  in  the  coal  mining  industry  was  followed  by  an  equally 
stubbornly  contested  struggle  on  the  part  of  the  London  transport  workers,  a 
dispute  which  had  been  simmering  for  many  months,  and  which  was  brought 
to  a head  through  the  inability  of  certain  employers’  associations  to  compel 
some  of  their  members  to  loyally  abide  by  the  agreements  to  which  they  them- 
selves had  been  parties.  Although  far  fewer  workers  were  involved  than  was 
the  case  in  the  coal  dispute,  the  same  tenacity  of  purpose  and  determination 
was  evinced  throughout  the  whole  of  the  time  the  strike  lasted,  and,  when  the 
circumstances  against  which  the  men  had  to  contend  towards  the  termination 
of  the  dispute  are  remembered,  the  loyalty  they  displayed  reflected  the  highest 
credit  upon  all  concerned.  In  this  c%se,  despite  more  than  one  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  Labour  Party,  the  Government  declined  to  intervene  by  way  of 
legislation,  although  the  Prime  Minister,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
the  Home  Secretary,  individually  and  collectively,  endeavoured  to  induce  the 
employers  to  meet  the  men’s  representatives  in  conference.  Not  only  did  they 
refuse  the  friendly  intervention  of  the  Government,  but  they  also  declined  to 
accept  the  findings  of  the  arbitrators  to  whom  they  had  agreed  the  points  in 
dispute  should  be  referred,  and  it  is  especially  noteworthy  that  in  the  main  the 
arbitrators  found  in  favour  of  the  men. 

Despite  these  and  other  Labour  movements  in  various  parts  of  the  country 
the  Trade  Union  organisations  have  been  considerably' strengthened  during  the 
year,  and  this  Congress  can  claim  that  numerically  it  establishes  a record,  the 
membership  of  the  affiliated  societies  representing  nearly  two  millions  of 
workers. 

In  meeting  the  delegates  attending  Congress  last  September,  your 
Committee  expressed  the  hope  that  with  a freer  hand  the  House  of  Commons 
might  find  time  to  pass  during  the  session  of  1912  a drastic  measure  of  electoral 
reform,  including  the  abolition  of  plural  voting  and  university  representation,  a 
reduction  of  the  qualifying  period  by  which  electors  can  be  placed  upon  the 
register,  and  the  payment  by  the  State  of  returning  officers’  expenses  ; also  a 
measure  reducing  the  working  hours  to  eight  per  day. 

In  June  last  the  Government  introduced  a Franchise  and  Registra- 
tion Bill,  providing  for  “ an  amendment  of  the  law  with  respect  to  the 
Parliamentary  and  Local  Government  Franchise  and  the  registration  of 
Parliamentary  and  Local  Government  Electors,  and  to  provide  for  the 
abolition  of  University  constituencies.”  The  Minister  in  charge  of  the 
Bill,  when  introducing  it,  stated  that  with  the  exception  of  a few  elec- 
tioneering experts,  no  one  clearly  understood  the  existing  registration  system 
which  was  based  upon  eleven  different  Parliamentary  franchises,  with  at  least 
nineteen  variations  of  different  kinds.  By  the  Bill  it  is  intended  that  a person 
shall  not  be  registered  or  vote  for  more  than  one  constituency,  and  that  an 
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elector  shall  be  qualified  by  residence  or  occupation,  and  in  no  other  way ; and 
that  the  qualifying  period  of  residence  or  occupation  shall  be  limited  to  a con- 
tinuous period  of  six  months.  Registration  is  to  be  continuous  for  both 
Parliamentary  and  local  government  purposes.  If  a voter  removes  from  one 
house  to  another  in  the  same  constituency,  his  qualification  goes  with  him  ; 
and  if  from  one  constituency  to  another,  he  retains  for  six  months  his  voting 
power  in  the  constituency  which  he  has  left,  whilst  qualifying  in  the 
constituency  to  which  he  has  removed.  It  is  also  intended  to  abolish 
University  representation ; but  the  Bill  still  leaves  the  returning  officers’  fees  to 
be  borne  by  the  candidates,  instead  of  by  the  State,  and  Congress  will  assuredly 
desire  that  an  effort  shall  be  made  to  induce  the  Government  to  embody  in  the 
Bill  a provision  throwing  this  burden  upon  the  State. 

With  regard  to  an  Eight-Hours’  Bill,  no  evidence  is  yet  forthcoming  as 
to  the  future  intentions  of  the  Government  in  that  direction.  In  view, 
however,  of  the  extreme  importance  of  this  subject,  your  Committee  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  determined  to  organise  a national  movement  in  its 
support,  and,  thanks  to  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  Trades  and  Labour 
Councils,  a series  of  demonstrations  have  been  held  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  which  have  been  well  attended  and  given  clear  indication  of  the 
interest  taken  in  the  movement. 

The  second  reading  of  the  Trade  Unions  (No.  2)  Bill  was  carried  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  6th  of  August  by  232  votes  to  132,  and  referred  to 
a Committee  of  the  whole  House.  II*  will  be  remembered  that  last  year  the 
same  Bill  was  passed  with  practical  unanimity — only  18  members  being  then 
found  in  the  “ No  ” lobby,  the  official  Opposition  abstaining  from  voting, 
whereas  on  the  present  occasion  they  recorded  their  votes  against  the  Bill. 
So  far  as  it  goes,  the  Bill  restores  to  the  Trade  Unions  the  right  to  take  part 
in  the  political  life  of  the  country,  both  by  promoting  the  candidature  of 
members  and  the  payment  of  election  expenses ; but  it  denies  to  the  union 
the  right  exercised  by  all  other  bodies — namely,  the  right  to  govern  by  majority 
rule — and  it  is  in  this  direction  that  the  efforts  of  the  Labour  Party  will  be 
concentrated  when  the  Bill  is  in  Committee,  in  order  that  the  Trade  Unions 
may  be  completely  restored  to  the  position  which  until  1908  they  held 
unchallenged. 

The  National  Insurance  Act  being  now  “ the  law  of  the  land,”  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  Trade  Unionists  throughout  the  country  will  decide  to  make  their 
own  organisations  their  approved  societies.  All  sorts  of  undue  influences  are 
at  work,  both  on  the  part  of  certain  employers  and  societies,  to  induce  work- 
people to  join  other  societies ; and  if  in  many  instances  Trade  Unionists  have 
hitherto  been  slow  in  moving  in  this  matter,  or  have  been  induced  to  look  in 
some  other  direction  for  their  approved  society,  there  is  yet  time  in  which  to 
join  their  own  union’s  sick-benefit  section,  thereby  giving  effect  to  the 
desire  expressed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  when  introducing  the 
measure,  that  the  Trade  Unions  would  take  their  share  in  the  administration 
of  the  scheme. 

f 

The  attention  of  your  Committee  has  been  drawn  to  the  fact  that  in 
a few  instances  the  requirements  of  Congress  Standing  Order  No.  4 (Basis 
of  Representation)  does  not  appear  to  have  been  complied  with — namely, 
that  trade  societies  shall  be  entitled  to  one  delegate  for  every  2,000  members 
or  fraction  thereof,  provided  always  that  they  have  paid  £1  10s.  for  every 
1,000  or  fraction  thereof  of  the  “ full  numerical  strength  ” of  the  society — 
probationary,  free,  or  otherwise — towards  the  expenses  of  the  Parliamentary 
Committee.  The  Committee  feel  assured  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  draw 
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attention  to  the  Standing  Order  in  order  that  its  requirements  may  be 
honourably  observed  by  all  the  societies  affiliated  to  Congress. 


DEPUTATIONS  TO  MINISTERS. 

Full  and  complete  reports  of  the  statements  made  by  the  deputations 
waiting  upon  Cabinet  Ministers  in  support  of  the  various  resolutions  passed 
at  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Congress  appeared  in  the  Committee’s  Quarterly 
Reports  for  March  and  June.  In  the  case  of  the  Home  Office,  owing  to  the 
number  of  subjects  coming  within  the  jurisdiction  of  that  Department,  the 
Right  Hon.  R.  McKenna  set  aside  two  days  for  the  deputations,  and  at  a 
later  date  (on  May  20th)  the  Prime  Minister  specially  arranged  to  receive 
a second  deputation  to  enable  the  Committee  to  place  before  him  representa- 
tions upon  the  important  subject  of  the  nationalisation  of  railways. 

The  following  were  the  subjects  dealt  with  at  the  various  interviews:  — 


Tuesday,  Feb.  13 — Postmaster-General  

12  o’clock.  (Rt.  Hon.  H.  SAMUEL) 


Boy  Messengers  in  Post  Office  Service. 
London  and  Glasgow  Night  Telephone 
Operators. 


Thursday,  Feb.  15 — Home  Office  Workshop  Accommodation  for  Tailors. 

12  o’clock.  (Rt.  Hon.  R.  MCKENNA)  Persons  in  Charge  of  Horses  and  Vehicles. 

Charge  of  more  than  One  Horse  and 
Vehicle. 

Sightless  Workers  and  Prison-made 
Mats. 

Smaller  Naturalisation  Fee  Required. 
State  Maintenance  of  Blind. 


Thursday,  Feb.  15 — Board  of  Education  

12  o’clock.  (Rt.  Hon.  J.  A.  PEASE) 


Abolition  of  the  Half-time  System. 
Trade  Union  Education  Policy. 
Abolition  of  Fees  in  Secondary  Schools. 
Compulsory  Day  Continuation  Classes. 


Thursday,  Feb.  15 — Prime  Minister 

4 o’clock.  (Rt.  Hon.  H.H.  Asquith) 


Reversal  of  Osborne  Judgment. 
Electoral  Reform. 

Payment  of  Statute  Holidays. 

U nemploy  ment. 

Evasions  of  Fair  Wage  Resolution. 
Civil  Rights  of  Postal  Servants. 


Friday,  Feb. 
12  o’clock. 


16 — War  Office 

(Lord  Haldane) 


Abolition  of  Fellowship  System  in 
Explosive  Work. 

Direct  Employment  in  Government 
Departments. 

Competition  of  Army  Bandsmen. 

Posting  Up  of  Fair  Wages  Resolution. 


Friday,  Feb. 
12  o’clock. 


16 — Admiralty  

(Rt.  Hon. 

W.  S.  Churchill.) 


Handymen  doing  Tradesmen’s  Work  in 
Dockyards. 

Competition  of  Army  and  Navy  Bands- 
men. 


Friday,  Feb.  16 — Board  of  Trade  

2-30  o’clock.  (Rt.  Hon.  S.  Buxton) 


Radius  Agreements. 

Evil  Effects  of  Guarantee  Societies. 
Extension  of  Sweated  Trades  Act. 
Labour  Exchanges  Appointments. 
Amendments  to  Fair  Wages  Resolution. 
Extension  of  Trade  Boards  Act. 
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Thursday,  Mar.  21 — Home  Office  Abolition  of  Living-in  System. 

(Under-Secretary  of  State  Government  Inspection  of  Railway 
for  Home  Department)  Offices. 

Inspection  of  Offices. 

London  Cab  Drivers. 

Licensing  of  London  Carmen. 
Amendment  of  Shop  Clubs  Act. 
Administration  of  Justice. 

Amendments  to  Factory  and  Workshops 
Act 

Fines  in  the  Textile  and  other  Trades. 
Amendmentof  Workmen’s  Compensation 
Act.’ 

Checkweighing  Bill. 

Monday,  May  20 — Prime  Minister Nationalisation  of  Railways. 


OTHER  CONGRESS  RESOLUTIONS. 

Copies  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  Newcastle  Congress  upon  the 
subject  of  the  use  of  military  during  trade  disputes,  in  favour  of  international 
peace,  the  extensive  power  exercised  by  permanent  officials  in  Government 
Departments,  and  in  favour  of  proportional  representation  were  in  due 
course  forwarded  to  the  Prime  Minister,  the  following  acknowledgment 
being  received  under  date  February  5th,  1912:  — 

10,  Downing  Street,  Whitehall,  S.W. 

Dear  Sir, — I am  desired  by  the  Prime  Minister  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  3rd  inst.  enclosing  copies  of  resolutions  passed  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress. 

Yours  faithfully, 

F.  W.  Leith  Ross. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman,  M.P. 

A copy  of  the  resolution  passed  by  Congress  in  favour  of  international 
peace  was  likewise  forwarded  to  the  Foreign  Secretary,  from  whom 
acknowledgment  was  received  under  date  February  6th,  1912:  — 

Foreign  Office. 

Dear  Sir, — I am  desired  by  Sir  Edward  Grey  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  letter  of  the  3rd  inst.  forwarding  a copy  of  a resolution  passed  at  the 
recent  annual  meeting  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  on  the  subject  of 
international  peace. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Hubert  Montgomery. 

The  Secretary,  Trades  Union  Congress  Parliamentary  Committee. 

Resolutions  dealing  with  (1)  railway  companies  and  Trade  Unions, 
(2)  evictions  during  trade  disputes,  and  (3)  unskilled  labour  in  mines,  were 
forwarded  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Labour  Party. 


BILLS. 

The  following  Bills  have  been  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons 
during  the  present  session  of  Parliament,  but  have  not  proceeded  beyond 
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the  First  Reading  stages  in  consequence  of  the  time  of  the  House  being 
mainly  appropriated  for  Government  business:  — 


Amalgamation  of  Trade.  Unions  Mr.  J.  O’Grady. 

Character  Note  Bill  Mr.  G.  J.  Wardle. 

Cheap  Trains  Act  (Amendment)  Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman. 

Coroners’  Inquests  (Railway  Fatalities)  Mr.  W.  Hudson. 

Cotton  Factories  (Abolition  of  Fines)  Mr.  A.  Smith. 

Education  of  the  Blind  Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman. 

Eight  Hours  Working  Day  Mr.  W.  Thorne. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (Amendment)...  Mr.  A.  H.  Gill. 

Hours  of  Labour  (Bakehouses)  Mr.  A.  Wilkie. 

Industrial  Agreements  Mr.  J.  R.  Macdonald. 

Licences  to  Drive  Vehicles  Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman. 

Motor  Car  Act  (Amendment)  Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman. 

Nationalisation  of  Railways  and  Canals  Mr.  W.  Thorne. 

Offices  Regulation  Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman. 

Railway  Offices  Mr.  G.  J.  Wardle. 

Railways  (Eight  Hours)  Mr.  W.  Hudson. 

Right  to  Work  Mr.  Enpch  Edwards. 

Trade  Union  Law  (Amendment)  Mr.  W.  Johnson. 

Weekly  Rest  Day  Mr.  G.  Lansbury. 

Workmen’s  Compensation  Act  (Amendment).  Mr.  J.  Hodge. 


EIGHT  HOURS  DAY  DEMONSTRATIONS. 

At  the  March  meeting  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  the  resolution 
passed  at  the  Newcastle  Congress  upon  the  subject  of  an  eight-hour  working 
day  was  very  fully  considered,  and  it  w^s  decided  to  fake  national  action 
thereon.  Communications  were  at  once  opened  up  with  the  secretaries 
of  Trades  and  Labour  Councils,  and  the  Committee  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  the  officials  and  members  of  the  co-operating  Trade  Councils  for 
the  ready  and  willing  manner  in  which  they  responded  to  the  invitation 
to  assist  in  arranging  the  demonstrations.  The  following  meetings  were 
arranged : — 

Hanley,  July  10th.  Speakers  appointed  by  the  Committee : Messrs. 
C.  W.  Bowerman  and  J.  Jenkins. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Saturday,  July  13th.  Speakers : Messrs.  W. 
Thorne  and  J.  Hill. 

Liverpool,  July  13th.  Speakers : Messrs.  J.  Sexton  and  J.  A.  Seddon. 

Bristol,  July  13th.  Speakers : Messrs.  J.  Jenkins  and  H.  Emery. 

Nottingham,  July  14th.  Speakers:  Messrs.  W.  Thorne  and  C.  W. 
Bowerman. 

Birmingham,  Monday,  July  22nd.  Speakers:  Messrs.  W.  J.  Davis 
and  J.  W.  Ogden. 

Manchester,  Saturday,  July  27th.  Speakers:  Messrs.  W.  Mosses  and 
C.  W.  Bowerman.  (Abandoned  on  account  of  rain.  Another  meeting  fixed 
for  October  27th.) 

Oldham,  Wednesday,  July  31st.  Speakers:  Messrs.  M.  Arrandale  and 

W.  Mosses. 
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Batley,  Sunday,  August  18th.  Speakers : Messrs.  W.  Mosses  and  J.  A. 
Seddon. 

Glasgow,  August  22nd.  Speakers  : Messrs.  J.  Hill  and  J.  Jenkins. 

Leicester,  August  23rd.  Speakers  : Messrs.  A.  Evans  and  J.  A.  Seddon. 

Leeds,  Saturday,  August  24th.  Speakers:  Messrs.  H.  Gosling  and 
J.  A.  Seddon.  6 

Halifax,  Sunday,  August  25th.  Speakers : Messrs.  W.  Thorne  and  H. 
Gosling. 

London. — Date  to  be  fixed  in  October. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  to  each  meeting : — 

This  meeting  hereby  endorses  the  resolution  passed  at  the  last  annual 
gathering  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  in  favour  of  a general  reduction  of  the 
working  hours,  and,  believing  that  it  is  necessary  to  supplement  Trade  Union 
effort  in  this  direction  by  legislative  action,  calls  upon  the  Government  to 
afford  facilities  for  the  passing  of  a General  Eight  Hours  Bill. 

This  meeting  also  urges  upon  all  trade  organisations,  in  the  interest  of 
their  unemployed  members,  the  necessity  of  limiting  or  abolishing  overtime 
work,  which  is  detrimental  to  the  health  and  physical  well-being  of  the 
workers. 

That  a copy  of  this  resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  Government,  through 
the  Prime  Minister. 


AMALGAMATION  OF  BUILDING  TRADE  UNIONS. 

In  agreement  with  the  resolution  passed  at.  the  last  two  Congresses,  and 
in  response  to  representations  received  from  the  unions  interested,  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  placed  their  services  at  the  disposal  of  the  societies 
embraced  in  the  building  industry,  and  on  Thursday,  the  18th  of  April,  a 
Conference  of  representatives  of  the  various  Trade  Unions  was  held  in  Essex 
Hall,  Essex  Street,  Strand,  London,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
question  of  amalgamation.  The  Chairman  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
(Mr.  W.  Thorne,  M.P.)  presided  over  the  proceedings,  and  was  accompanied 
by  the  Secretary  (Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman,  M.P.).  Twenty-one  unions  were 
represented  by  thirty-six  delegates,  and  after  an  interesting  discussion  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted  : — 

1.  That  this  conference  expresses  its  adherence  to  the  resolutions  passed 
by  the  last  two  Trades  Union  Congresses  embodying  the  principle  of  amalga- 
mating the  present  Trade  Unions  in  the  various  industries,  and  therefore  we, 
the  representatives  of  the  building  Trade  Unions,  consider  the  time  is  now 
opportune  to  put  that  principle  into  operation  in  our  industry. 

2.  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each 
society  represented,  to  draw  up  a scheme  to  give  effect  to  the  previous  resolu- 
tion, such  scheme  to  be  submitted  to  the  next  conference. 

As  originally  drafted  the  second  resolution  contemplated  that  the  com- 
mittee should  be  appointed  by  and  from  the  conference,  but  eventually  the 
delegates  decided  that  the  appointment  should  be  made  by  the  unions 
represented  at  the  conference,  and  that  the  names  should  be  forwarded  to> 
the  Secretary  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  within  28  days. 

In  agreement  with  that  decision  the  Parliamentary  Committee  invite 
your  union  to  give  effect  to  the  above  resolution  by  appointing  one  representa 
tive  to  act  upon  the  committee,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  draw  up  a scheme  of 
(amalgamation,  which  will  be  submitted  to  a further  conference- 
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It  was  agreed  that  the  first  meeting  of  the  committee  should  be  held 
in  Manchester  on  Thursday,  May  23rd. 

The  following  societies  .were  represented  at  the  Conference,  by  the 
delegates  whose  names  are  given:  Operative  Bricklayers’  Society  (23,000 
members),  Messrs.  G.  Hicks  and  H.  J.  Adams;  General  Labourers’  Amal- 
gamated Union  (1,440),  T.  Coffey  and  J.  Hanrahan;  Amalgamated  Slaters 
and  Tilers’  Society  (929),  Councillor  Robert  Wilson ; Gasworkers  and  General 
Labourers  (32,000),  F.  Eccles  and  S.  J.  Wright;  Amalgamated  Union  of 
Labour  (22,000),  J.  N.  Bell,  J.P.,  and  T.  E.  Smith ; French  Polishers  (1,000), 
E.  J.  Rudd;  Engine  Drivers,  Crane  Drivers,  Hydraulic  and  Boiler  Atten- 
dants, G.  Grisley  and  G.  Thearle ; National  Association  of  Builders’ 
Labourers  (2,300),  H.  Strong  and  P.  Flanagan;  Scottish  Painters’  Society 
(2,950),  J.  Duncan  and  A.  Gardner ; General  Union  of  Carpenters  and 
Joiners  (6,000),  W.  Matkin,  J.P.,  and  F.  King;  Amalgamated  Society  of 
Carpenters  and  Joiners  (56,000),  C.  Jackson  and  T.  O.  Williams;  Operative 
Stonemasons’  Society  (7,000),  G.  J.  Jones  and  S.  Stranks ; Manchester 
Unity  of  Operative  Bricklayers  (1,655),  G.  H.  Clarke  and  J.  Coller; 
Plumbers’  Association  (10,907),  W.  J.  Smith  and  H.  Atkinson;  United 
Builders’  Labourers  (1,900),  F.  Kennedy  and  D.  Haggerty;  National  Amal- 
gamated Painters  (14,909),  J.  Parsonage  and  J.  Walsh;  Street  Masons, 
Paviors  and  Stone  Dressers  (800),  A.  Gill  and  W.  Crew ; Operative  Plasterers 
(6,500),  T.  Otley;  Woodcutting  and  Machinists  (4,000),  W.  J.  Wentworth; 
Mosaic  and  Tile  Fixers  (50),  T.  Irving;  and  Navvies  (1,000),  J.  Ward,  M.P. 

In  agreement  with  the  decision  of  the  representatives  attending  the 
conference  held  in  Essex  Hall,  a circular  was  addressed  to  the  Executive 
Committees  of  the  unions  connected  with  the  building  trades,  inviting  each 
to  appoint  one  member  to  act  upon  a committee,  the  first  meeting  of  which 
it  had  been  decided  should  be  held  in  Manchester  on  Thursday,  the  23rd  of 
May. 

At  this  meeting  the  following  15  delegates  were  present : Messrs.  J. 
Hicks  (Operative  Bricklayers),  C.  Jackson  (Amalgamated  Society  of 
■Carpenters  and  Joiners),  F.  Eccles  (Gasworkers  and  General  Labourers), 
J.  Parsonage  (House  and  Ship  Painters  and  Decorators),  S.  Stranks 
(Operative  Stone  Masons),  H.  Atkinson  (Plumbers’  Association),  P. 
Flanagan  (National  Association  of  Builders’  Labourers),  F.  Kennedy  (United 
Builders’  Labourers),  W.  F.  Coleman  (Operative  Plasterers),  A.  Gill  (Street 
Masons,  Paviors,  and  Stone  Dressers),  A.  Gardner  (Scottish  Painters), 
G.  H.  Clarke  (Manchester  Unity  of  Operative  Bricklayers),  W.  J.  Wentworth 
(Woodcutting  and  Machinists),  J.  Rowan  (Electrical  Trades),  and  Councillor 
It.  Wilson  (Slaters  and  Tilers),  Mr.  J.  Lowry  (Workers’  Union)  also  being 
in  attendance,  the  Parliamentary  Committee  being  represented  by  Mr.  W. 
Thorne,  M.P.  (who  presided  over  the  meeting),  Mr.  W.  Mullin,  J.P.,  and 
Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman,  M.P.  (Secretary  of  Congress). 

At  the  outset  of  the  proceedings  a communication  was  read  from 
Mr.  W.  Matkin,  J.P.,  general  secretary  of  the  General  Union  of  Operative 
Carpenters  and  Joiners,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  Executive  Council 
-of  that  union  had  decided  not  to  appoint  a representative  upon  the  com- 
mittee, as  they  were  strongly  of  opinion  “ that  the  first  step  towards  closer 
unity  would  be  brought  about  by  first  amalgamating  kindred  associations.” 

The  following  statement,  which  had  been  circulated  to  the  delegates 
prior  to  the  meeting,  formed  the  basis  of  discussion,  and  was  eventually 
passed,  as  amended,  in  the  appended  terms : — 

Object — One  Union  for  the  Building  Industry. 

Recent  events  affecting  the  position  and  influence  of  organised  Labour  have 
led  to  a general  revival  of  interest  among  the  industrially  organised  workers 
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on  the  question  of  the  best  means  to  be  adopted  to  increase  the  power  of  the 
fighting  arm  of  our  class — the  Trade  Unions.  Almost  universally  the  cry  has 
gone  up  for  the  greater  unity  of  action  among  the  unions  catering  for  the 
workers  in  a given  industry.  Therefore  we,  the  members  of  the  above  Com- 
mittee, wish  to  submit  the  following  suggestions  and  proposals  to  you,  hoping 
they  will  receive  your  careful  consideration  and  support : 

Sectional  Unionism. 

Sectional  unionism  is  no  longer  able  to  cope  with  the  conditions  and 
problems  of  modern  industry  in  the  building  trades.  During  late  years  a 
complete  change  has  taken  place  in  the  construction  of  buildings,  as  regards 
the  materials  used,  and  also  the  part  played  by  labour.  Machinery,  specialisa- 
tion, and  speeding  up  of  manual  labour  have  broken  down,  in  a large  measure, 
the  craftsmanship  which  was  a great  factor  in  the  former  power  of  existing 
forms  of  industrial  organisation,  and  have  greatly  reduced  the  time  formerly 
required  for  the  erection  of  buildings.  Needless  to  say,  this  has  increased 
competition  among  the  workers,  increased  the  periods  of  unemployment,  and 
made  great  inroads  on  the  old  trade  lines. 

All  this  has  meant  endless  demarcation  disputes  among  the  various  sections 
of  skilled  workers,  leading  to  bitter  struggles  between  Trade  Unions  catering  for 
allied  crafts,  and  the  wasting  of  our  fighting  strength  in  internal  disputes, 
whose  only  effect  has  been  to  consolidate  the  power  of  the  employing  class. 
Against  the  solidarity  of  the  masters  we  have  appeared  weak  in  comparison, 
each  section  fighting  for  its  own  hand,  and  making  separate  agreements  with 
the  employers,  which  they  (the  masters)  have  skilfully  used  to  suit  their  own 
ends,  i.e.,  to  prevent  united  action  by  the  workers.  The  result  of  this  policy 
has  had  disastrous  effects,  due  to  the  misguided  belief  among  the  workers  that 
industrial  organisation  is  played  out.  We  are  no  longer  respected,  because  we 
are  no  longer  feared.  Now,  if  this  state  of  affairs  is  to  be  improved,  we  nave 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  new  methods  of  organisation,  coupled  with  a new 
policy,  will  have  to  be  adopted. 

The  New  Method. 

The  new  method  of  organisation  we  suggest  is  the  amalgamation  of  existing 
Trade  Unions  catering  for  the  workers  engaged  in  the  building  trades.  Such  an 
organisation  should  be  constructed  so  as  to  admit  to  membership  all  workers 
employed  in  the  building  industry.  This  recognition  by  our  organisations  of 
the  common  interests  of  all  who  work  for  wages  will  have  the  desirable  effect 
of  breaking  down  the  prejudices  which  have  divided  our  forces  in  the  past, 
and  through  having  one  union  for  the  building  trades,  make  our  industrial 
organisation  a power  again. 

A fighting  policy  will  draw  again  to  our  ranks  the  - workers  who  are  at 
present  unorganised.  Even  with  our  present  membership  much  could  be  done 
to  improve  our  working  conditions.  A great  amount  of  the  present  senseless 
cut-throat  competition  in  output  could  be  avoided,  and  a general  movement 
could  be  undertaken  to  raise  wages  and  shorten  the  hours  of  labour.  A properly 
organised  propaganda,  from  convenient  centres,  would  also  be  effective  in 
unifying  the  rates  of  wages  of  the  various  grades  in  a given  area. 

Intebnal. 

Internal  organisation  should  be  of  such  a character  as  to  allow  of  the 
fullest  freedom  for  the  various  grades  to  discuss  and  promote  the  advance  of 
their  particular  interests  in  line  with  the  general  policy  of  the  whole 
organisation. 

Sectional  strikes  should  be  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  margin  consistent 
with  the  maintenance  of  a fighting  organisation.  When  a district  or  a national 
stoppage  is  decided  on,  all  sections  should  be  prepared  with  claims  for  improved 
conditions.  One  of  the  immediately  pressing  needs  is  the  abolition  of  long 
agreements,  and  the  unifying  of  the  time  set  for  their  expiration,  so  that 
concerted  action  is  possible  for  the  industry  all  over  the  country. 

We  have  thus  briefly  enumerated  some  of  the  advantages  to  be  gained  from 
an  amalgamation  of  existing  Trade  Unions ; we  therefore  suggest  the  following 
as  the  name,  the  object,  and  the  immediate  functions  the  organisation  should 
take : — 

Name. — The  Amalgamated  Building  Workers’  Union. 
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Object. — To  unite  all  workmen  in  the  present  building  Trade  Unions  into 
one  union,  embracing  the  whole  of  the  wage  workers  engaged  therein ; with  a 
view — 

1.  To  maintain  a fighting  organisation,  working  to  improve  the  material 
conditions  of  the  workers  engaged  in  the  building  industry ; to  take  joint  action 
with  other  similar  unions  in  the  furtherance  of  the  interests  of  the  workers, 
nationally  and  internationally,  believing  that  the  interests  of  all  wage  workers 
are  identical. 

2.  The  systematic  organisation  of  propaganda  among  the  workers,  upon 
the  necessity  of  becoming  organised  on  the  industrial  field,  upon  the  basis  of 
class  instead  of  craft.  Organise  by  industry  as  workers,  instead  of  by  sections 
as  craftsmen. 

Financial. — 1.  For  trade  purposes,  a uniform  scale  of  contributions  and 
benefits. 

2.  The  amalgamation  of  the  friendly  side  benefits  into  a separate  account. 

It  was  unanimously  agreed  to  recommend  the  above  scheme  to  the 
delegates  attending  the  adjourned  conference,  and  that  the  meeting  should 
be  held  in  London  on  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the  21st  of  June. 

Amalgamation  Committee’s  Report. 

The  adjourned  conference  was  held  in  the  Essex  Hall,  Essex  Street, 
Strand,  London,  on  the  21st  of  June,  Messrs.  W.  Thorne,  M.P.  (who 
presided),  and  C.  W.  Bowerman,  M.P.,  being  present  on  behalf  of  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress. 

Fourteen  societies  were  represented  by  the  following  delegates  : Messrs. 
-J.  Hieks  and  H.  J.  Adams  (Operative  Bricklayers),  C.  Jackson  and  T.  0. 
Williams  (Amalgamated  Society  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners),  S.  Stranks  and 
J.  Freeman  (Operative  Stone  Masons),  H.  Atkinson  and  W.  J.  Smith 
(Plumbers’  Association),  P.  Flanagan  and  H.  Strong  (National  Association 
of  Builders’  Labourers),  F.  Kennedy  and  D.  Haggerty  (United  Builders’ 
Labourers),  W.  F.  Coleman  (Operative  Plasterers),  A.  Gill  and  W.  Crew 
{Street  Masons,  Paviors,  and  Stone  Dressers),  G.  H.  Clarke  (Manchester 
Unity  of  Operative  Bricklayers),  W.  J.  Wentworth  (Woodcutting  and 
Machinists),  T.  Irving  (Mosaic  and  Tile  Fixers),  T.  Coffey  (General 
Labourers’  Amalgamated  Union),  J.  Parsonage  (House  and  Ship  Painters), 
and  J.  Vickers  (Smiths  and  Fitters). 

The  conference  was  convened  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a report  from 
the  Committee  (appointed  at  the  conference  held  in  April  last)  which  met  in 
Manchester  on  the  23rd  of  May,  copies  of  which  had  been  circulated  to  the 
various  societies  prior  to  the  meeting.  This  report  was  fully  considered  by 
the  delegates  and  unanimously  approved,  and  it  was  also  agreed  that  the 
scheme  should  be  sent  out  as  the  ballot  paper. 

The  following  resolutions  were  also  passed  unanimously:  — 

That  it  be  an  instruction  from  this  conference — 

1.  That  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  request 
the  Executive  Committees  of  all  building  Trade  Unions  to  take  a vote  upon 
amalgamation  as  per  voting  paper  accepted  by  the  building  Trade  Unions 
representatives ; also  requesting  each  society  to  arrange  at  its  earliest  for  a 
specially  summoned  meeting  of  their  members  to  record  their  decision. 

2.  The  Parliamentary  Committee  to  print  sufficient  voting  papers  for 
those  societies  who  are  willing  to  tak  a vote  of  their  members  for  each  member 
to  have  a copy. 

3.  That  each  society  shall  distribute  the  voting  papers  to  their  members, 
the  Executive  Committee  to  make  application  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
for  the  number  required. 

4.  That  each  society  shall  count  their  fembers’  votes  and  send  the  result 
to  the  Parliamentary  Committee  by  Monday,  30th  of  September,  1912. 

Further,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  that  after  the  findings  of  the 
•various  societies  had  been  forwarded  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  the 
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total  result  should  be  sent  out  to  all  the  Executive  Committees,  who  should 
then  be  invited  to  send  de’egates  to  another  conference,  to  be  held  in  the 
Essex  Hall,  Essex  Street,  Strand,  London,  W.C.,  on  Monday,  the  21st  of 
October,  at  2-30  p.m. 

Voting  Papers. 

In  agreement  with  the  above  resolutions,  a voting  paper  was  prepared 
by  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  and  up  to  the  time  of  writing  applications 
for  them  have  been  received  at  follows  : Carpenters  and  Joiners,  55,000  voting 
papers ; Operative  Plumbers,  11,350;  United  Builders’  Labourers,  3,0u0; 
Builders’  Labourers,  National  Association,  4,500;  Operative  Bricklayers, 
Manchester  Unity,  1,600;  Operative  Bricklayers,  24,000;  Operative  Stone 
Masons,  8,000;  Painters  and  Decorators,  London  and  Provincial,  500; 
Plasterers,  7,600;  Street  Masons  and  Paviors,  1,000 — total  papers  sent  cut, 
116,550. 


CONFERENCE  WITH  ASSURANCE  AGENTS’  REPRESENTATIVES. 

In  agreement  with  the  appended  resolution  passed  at  the  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne  Congress,  instructing  the  Parliamentary  Committee  before  taking 
action  thereon  to  convene  a meeting  of  representatives  of  the  Assurance 
Agents’  Societies  affiliated  to  Congress,  a conference  was  held  at  the 
Committee’s  offices,  General  Buildings,  Aldwych,  Strand,  London,  on 
Monday  afternoon,  the  6th  of  May,  which  was  attended  by  the  following:  — 

Representing  the  Parliamentary  Committee. — Messrs.  W.  Thorne, 
M.P.  (Chairman),  H.  Gosling,  L.C.C.,  J.  E.  Williams,  W.  Matkin,  J.P., 

C.  W.  Bowerman,  M.P.  (Secretary). 

Prudential  Assurance  Agents’  Union. — Messrs.  D.  Jones,  W.  H. 
Francis,  W.  Wyatt. 

Royal  Liver  Agents’  Union. — Messrs.  W.  Morgan,  F.  L.  Littlewood, 

D.  H.  Harding. 

Liverpool  Victoria  Employes’  Union. — Messrs.  G.  Horne,  A.  Bragg, 
W.  J.  Williams. 

National  Union  of  Life  Assurance  Agents. — Mr.  D.  Sheard. 

The  proceedings  lasted  nearly  two  hours. 

The  representative  of  the  Prudential  Agents’  Association  having  stated 
the  reasons  which  prompted  his  association  in  inviting  Congress  to  assist 
them  to  approach  the  Government  with  a view  to  securing  the  appointment 
of  a Royal  Commission  or  Parliamentary  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  whole 
field  of  industrial  life  assurance  with  a view  to  its  nationalisation,  pending 
such  inquiry  to  secure  legislation  which  will  render  all  debit  systems 
illegal,  etc., 

Representatives  from  each  of  the  three  other  unions  stated  clearly 
and  emphatically  that  their  members  were  opposed  to  the  Government 
being  asked  to  appoint  a Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  the  matters 
complained  of  in  the  resolution,  or  to  the  setting  in  motion  of  any  kind  of 
public  inquiry,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  involve  publication  of  evidence 
in  the  public  Press  which  might  tend  to  weaken  public  confidence,  and 
thereby  seriously  affect  or  prejudice  the  position  not  so  much  of  the  various 
companies  as  of  the  agents  themselves.  So  far,  however,  as  a private  or 
departmental  inquiry  by  the  Government  was  concerned,  their  members  had 
no  objection  to  such  a course  being  adopted. 

Their  contention  was  that  the  complaints  embodied  in  the  resolution 
passed  by  Congress  in  the  main  affected  only  the  agents  in  the  service  of 
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the  Prudential  Company,  and  that  if  the  agents  working  for  that  company 
were  sufficiently  organised  they  would  be  able  to  remedy  them  without 
appealing  to  Congress  or  inviting  the  co-operation  or  support  of  the  agents 
attached  to  other  societies.  .Further,  they  complained  that  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Prudential  Company,  before  tabling  their  resolutions  at  Con- 
gress, had  made  no  efforts  to  secure  the  support  of  the  agents  of  the  other 
societies ; also  that  they  ascribed  the  admitted  difficulties  under  which  the 
Prudential  agents  suffered  to  the  fact  that  the  company  has  secured  a 
special  and  private  Act  of  Parliament,  which  placed  their  ugents  in  a 
different  position  to  that  occupied  by  the  agents  of  other  societies. 

Many  questions  were  addressed  to  the  agents’  representatives  by 
members  of  the  Committee,  and  eventually  they  retired,  after  thanking  the 
Committee  for  the  attention  given  to  the  statements  placed  before  them. 

The  Parliamentary  Committee  feel  that  under  the  circumstances  it 
would  be  extremely  impolitic  for  them  to  approach  the  Government  with 
a view  to  the  appointment  of  a Royal  Commission,  or  indeed  of  any  public 
inquiry,  and  that  if  any  action  is  to  be  taken  upon  the  resolution  it  should 
be  in  the  direction  of  a Departmental  inquiry. 

The  following  is  the  resolution  under  the  terms  of  which  the  conference 
was  convened : — 

That  this  Congress  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  take  steps 
forthwith  to  approach  the  Prime  Minister,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  with  a view  to  persuading  the 
Government  to  secure  the  appointment  of  a Royal  Commission  or  of  a Parlia- 
mentary Committee  to  inquire  into  the  whole  field  of  industrial  life  assurance 
with  a view  to  its  nationalisation;  pending  such  consummation,  to  secure 
legislation  which  will  render  all  debit  systems  illegal ; the  special  canvasser  a 
person  guilty  of  an  unlawful  pursuit,  unless  under  a service  agreement  with 
some  authorised  industrial  life  assurance  company  or  friendly  collecting  society ; 
any  time  clause  in  the  agreements  of  industrial  life  assurance  agents  and 
collectors,  restraining  them  from  continuing  in  their  occupations  as  such, 
illegal ; and  the  making  it  compulsory  for  each  industrial  life  assurance  company 
and  friendly  collecting  society  to  conclude  in  its  annual  returns  a schedule 
showing  the  number  of  policies  or  members  lapsed  during  the  year,  the  amount 
of  assurance  covered,  the  amount  of  premiums  paid  in  respect  thereof,  and 
the  amount  of  cash  surrender  value  or  free  policy  value  returned  to  the 
assurers. 

That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee, 
who  shall  take  what  action  they  deem  expedient  thereto  only  after  consultation 
with  the  delegates  of  assurance  agents’  unions  affiliated  to  this  Congress. 


CO-OPERATORS  AND  TRADE  UNIONISTS. 

In  agreement  with  the  resolution  passed  at  the  Trades  Union  Congress, 
held  in  Newcastle-on-Tyne  in  September  last,  directing  the  Parliamentai’y 
Committee  “ to  inquire  into  the  bona-fides  of  the  Co-operative  Employes 
Union  from  a Trade  Union  standpoint,”  a circular  was  addressed  to  the 
societies  affiliated  to  Congress  notifying  that  an  inquiry  would  be  held,  and 
inviting  those  who  had  complaints  to  make  to  send  in  written  statements 
of  the  charges  to  be  preferred  against  the  Co-operative  Employes  Union, 
in  order  that  the  Executive  Council  of  the  latter  organisation'  might  be  afforded 
full  opportunity  for  inquiring  into  and  answering  any  charges  that  might  be 
made. 

The  inquiry  by  the  Parliamentary  Committee  took  place  on  Wednesday, 
the  12th  of  June,  complaints  having  been  received  from  the  National  Union  of 
Boot  and  Shoe  Operatives,  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Tailors,  the 
Amalgamated  Union  of  Bakers  and  Confectioners  (London  and  South  Wales 
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Branches),  and  the  Amalgamated  Union  of  Labour.  The  complaining  societies 
were  represented  as  follows  : Mr.  T.  F.  Richards  and  Alderman  F.  Sheppard 
(Boot  and  Shoe  Operatives) ; Messrs.  H.  Hiles  and  L.  Hill  (Bakers  and 
Confectioners)  ; P.  Millan  (Union  of  Labour)  ; and  T.  A.  Flynn  and  G. 
Rowlerson  (Tailors)  ; Messrs.  A.  Hewitt  (General  Secretary),  J.  Hallsworth 
(Assistant  Secretary),  T.  W.  Scott  and  E.  J.  Bull  (Organisers),  representing 
the  Co-operative  Employes  Union. 

The  Parliamentary  Committee’s  representatives  were  : Messrs.  W.  Thorne, 
M.P.  (Chairman),  W.  Mullin,  J.P.  (Vice-Chairman),  J.  Seddon,  and 
C.  W.  Bowerman,  M.P.  (Secretary),  representing  the  Trade  Union  side  of  the 
Joint  Board  of  Co-operators  and  Trade  Unionists,  with  W.  Matkin,  J.P.,  J.  E. 
Williams,  and  A.  Evans. 

The  following  is  a brief  summary  of  the  complaints  received  from  the  four 
societies  named : — 

Boot  and  Shoe  Operatives. 

A member  secured  employment  with  the  Radstock  Co-operative  Society,, 
and  was  compelled  to  join  the  Co-operative  Employes  Union.  Having  to  pay 
to  two  unions,  he  ceased  membership  of  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Operatives’  Union, 
but  later  on  was  told  by  the  A.U.C.E.  that  he  must  rejoin.  The  representatives- 
of  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Operatives  maintained  that  none  of  their  members  were 
eligible  to  join  the  Co-operative  Employes’  Society,  and  if  they  could  get  the 
latter  to  undertake  that  they  would  not  take  their  members  they  would  be 
satisfied. 

The  defence  of  the  A.U.C.E.  was  that  it  was  only  those  in  the  distributive 
trade  engaged  in  repairing  work  that  were  accepted  as  members,  and  that  when  it 
was  discovered  that  the  member  had  ceased  his  connection  with  the  Boot  and 
Shoe  Operatives’  Union  he  was  informed  that  he  could  not  be  allowed  to 
remain  a member  of  the  A.U.C.E.  The  representatives  of  the  latter  stated  that 
a letter  had  been  received  from  the  branch  secretary  which  admitted  that  the 
member  had  not  been  pressed  to  join  the  A.U.C.E.,  and  that  it  was  a rule  of 
the  latter  union  that  if  a man  is  a member  of  another  union  he  must  agree  to- 
continue  his  membership  or  else  he  cannot  join  the  A.U.C.E. 

A further  complaint  had  reference  to  two  Co-operative  Societies  in 
Scotland,  where  it  was  claimed  the  men  engaged  upon  repairing  work  ought  to- 
be  in  the  Operatives’  Union,  and  the  representative  of  the  A.U.C.E.  undertook 
to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  stated  that  recently  he  had  communicated  with 
the  president  of  the  former  union  urging  the  need  for  the  formation  of  a branch 
of  his  union  at  Perth.  It  was  further  urged  that  the  Executive  of  the- 
A.U.C.E.  sent  out  a circular  to  all  its  branches  insisting  that  men  who  ought  to 
belong  to  other  unions  should  join  those  societies.  Their  returns  of  member- 
ship were  received  every  quarter,  and  as  soon  as  they  noticed  on  an  entrance- 
form  that  a man  did  not  belong  to  his  trade  organisation,  they  communicated 
at  once  with  the  branch  asking  them  to  find  out  if  there  was  a branch  of  his- 
organisation  which  he  could  join  and  to  make  him  join  the  same.  That 
circular  they  had  been  sending  out  for  the  last  three  or  four  years.  He 
acknowledged  that  it  might  be  the  increased  benefits  which  were  offered  by 
the  A.U.C.E.  that  induced  men  to  join  them,  but  they  did  not  canvass  or  solicit 
them  to  become  members. 

Questioned  as  to  their  minimum  rate  of  pay,  it  was  stated  that  it  ranged 
from  24s.  after  21  years  of  age  ; whereas  in  -the  Operatives’  Union  it  started  at 
30s.,  some  earning  from  £2  to  £3  per  week. 

Another  case  cited  was  that  of  three  men  working  at  the  Bristol 
Co-operative  Society  who  were  members  of  the  A.U.C.E.,  but  who  should 
belong  to  the  Operatives’  Union  ; and  in  this  case  also  inquiry  was  promised. 
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Amalgamated  Union  op  Labour. 

The  representative  of  this  union  claimed  that  prior  to  1909  they  had  the 
whole  of  the  Dunston  Mill  organised,  and  had  secured  a minimum  wage  of 
24s.  6d.  per  week.  Since  that  year  the  co-operative  employes  had  taken  some 
members.  These  men  were  now  paid  only  from  15s.  upwards.  Without  the 
interference  of  the  co-operative  employes,  it  was  claimed  they  could  have  raised 
the  minimum  to  28s.  6d.  An  application  had  been  made  for  an  increase  in 
wages,  but  the  co-operative  employers  had  refused  to  entertain  the  demand 
until  it  was  a joint  application.  His  members  had  declined  to  join  hands  with 
them,  and  he  declared  that  since  1910  members  had  left  and  had  been  taken  in 
by  the  Co-operative  Employes’  Union  without  clearance. 

The  representatives  of  the  A.U.C.E.  replied  that  the  agreement  referred  to 
in  the  complaint  as  having  been  made  with  the  Amalgamated  Union  of 
Labour  had  not  been  violated.  Since  that  agreement  they  had  accepted  no 
members  at  all  of  the  Union  of  Labour.  He  further  denied  the  statement  that 
secret  invitations  were  given  the  men  to  attend  meetings.  A dispute  had  arisen 
as  to  the  interpretation  of  that  agreement,  and  the  Union  of  Labour  had  been 
written  to  on  the  subject  in  November,  1910,  and  an  interview  asked  for  with  the 
Executive  Council.  They  had  had  an  acknowledgment,  but  no  interview  had  been 
arranged,  and  they  were  still  open  to  negotiate  in  this  respect.  As  regards  an 
application  for  a general  advance  of  wages,  the  General  Secretary  of  the  Union 
of  Labour  had  stated  to  them  after  some  delay  that  he  did  not  think  an  applica- 
tion was  worth  going  in  for  at  present,  refusing  thereby  to  take  joint  action. 
They  applied  themselves  and  got  concessions  amounting  to  Is.  8d.  per  week  to 
certain  men. 

The  representative  of  the  Union  of  Labour  instanced  the  case  of  a man 
who,  after  having  his  money  brought  up  from  20s.  6d.  to  24s.  6d.,  had  his 
place  taken  by  a member  of  the  A.U.C.E.,  who  was  not  even  getting  the 
20s.  6d. 

Since  the  inquiry  was  held,  the  following  communication  has  been  received 
from  the  General  Secretary  of  the  Co-operative  Employes’  Union,  under  date 
June  24th  : — 

Re  Inquiry  into  A.U.C.E.  Bona  Fides. 

Dear  Sir, — You  will  remember  that  the  representatives  of  the  National 
Amalgamated  Union  of  Labour,  at  the  inquiry  at  your  office  on  June  12th,  made  a 
statement  to  the  effect  that  a member  of  the  N.A.U.L.  in  receipt  of  24s.  6d.  per  week 
wages  had  beeu  discharged,  and  that  his  place  had  been  taken  by  a member  of  our 
union  at  a wage  of  18s.  or  18s.  6d.  The  inference  was  that  our  member  was  an  adult 
working  for  less  wages  than  the  man  that  had  been  discharged.  But  on  inquiries  we 
find  that  he  is  20  years  of  age  and  his  wage  amounts  to  20s.  per  week.  On  reaching 
21  years  the  management  will  be  required  by  a standing  resolution  of  the  C.W.S. 
directors  to  pay  him  24s.  6d.  _ 

It  was  also  stated  that,  although  the  N.A.U.L.  had  an  agreement  with  the 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  for  the  payment  of  a minimum  wage  of  24s.  6d.,  the 
C.W.S.  were  actually  starting  men  at  15s.  We  have  made  inquiries  in  regard  to  this 
statement  and  find  there  is  not  a man  in  the  mill  in  receipt  of  less  than  24s.  6d.  per 
week. 

The  N.A.U.L.  representative  also  claimed  that  in  1909  his  union  obtained  an 
advance  of  wages  for  the  sack-house  men  ; but,  as  a matter  of  fact,  the  change  in  the 
wages  was  due  to  a resolution  of  the  directors  making  the  minimum  wage  for  all 
employes  over  21  years  of  age  24s.  6d.  to  be  generally  applied,  and  the  few  men  in  the 
sack-house  were  in  receipt  of  22s.  per  week  just  before  the  change  was  effected,  and  not 
13s.,  as  stated. 

We  also  understood  the  N.A.U.L.  representative  to  state  that  his  union  had  65. 
members  at  the  mill.  On  inquiry  we  find  that  his  union  has  only  40  members  there. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  Hewitt. 
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On  behalf  of  the  latter  union  it  was  claimed  that  they  had  as  much  right 
to  take  millers  as  the  Union  of  Labour,  and  that  the  secretary  of  the  Millers’ 
Union,  before  it  ceased  to  exist,  applied  to  them  (the  A.U.C.E.)  to  take  them 
in,  to  which  reply  was  made  that  40  members  from  the  Millers’  Union  joined 
the  Union  of  Labour  in  a body,  and  that  up  till  the  end  of  1909  the  men  in 
the  mill  were  all  in  that  union. 

Operative  Bakers  and  Confectioners  (South  Wales). 

The  representative  of  this  union  said  that,  although  their  members  were 
scattered,  there  was  no  difficulty  in  their  becoming  members  of  their  society. 
They  could  appoint  collectors  all  over  the  district,  who  could  collect  contribu- 
tions at  the  various  points  and  send  them  to  the  branch.  There  were  17 
branches  in  South  Wales — one  for  each  valley  almost — with  about  980 
members. 

The  A.U.C.E.  representative  claimed  that  when  their  branches  were  formed 
they  were  in  places  quite  remote  from  any  organised  branch  of  the  Bakers’ 
Union,  neither  did  there  appear  to  be  any  attempt  to  organise  them.  The  ten 
miles  which  had  been  mentioned  was  caused  by  the  men  having  to  go  up  the 
valley  instead  of  direct.  In  some  cases  his  society  had  taken  steps  to  secure 
the  formation  of  branches  of  the  Bakers’  Union.  Where  they  could  discover 
no  available  branches,  they  had  taken  the  men  in.  At  Blaenavon,  where  they 
used  to  have  ten  members,  three  only  now  were  left.  In  Abersychan  they  had 
only  six.  Twelve  months  elapsed  after  an  application  had  been  made  by  the 
men  in  the  bakery  for  a branch,  and  then  it  was  six  miles  away.  They  had 
frequently  assisted  the  Bakers’  Union  by  putting  bakers  in  touch  with  it.  Only 
the  other  day  he  had  written  to  the  General  Secretary  asking  him  to  send 
particulars  of  membership  to  a man  in  Scarborough.  When  he  was  in  Bristol 
he  saw  the  secretary  of  the  Bakers’  Union  in  regard  to  a man  whose  case  they 
had  refused  to  take  up — this  to  avoid  any  friction.  They  had  one  or  two  cases 
of  applications  for  membership  from  men  who  were  30,  40,  or  even  more  miles 
away  from  the  nearest  branch  of  the  bakers. 

It  was  also  claimed  by  the  A.U.C.E.  that  they  had  recently  been  in 
communication  with  an  organisation  that  had  been  started  to  take  in  women 
confectioners ; and  it  was  admitted  that  the  Bakers’  Union  was  against 
admitting  these  women,  although  they  had  given  subsidies  towards  organising 
them. 

Operative  Bakers  and  Confectioners  (London). 

The  Secretary  of  the  London  Branch  stated  that  they  generally  regarded 
bakers  in  co-operative  societies  as  the  backbone  of  their  branches.  It  was 
usually  the  only  bakery  that  employed  a certain  number  of  bakers  and  enabled 
them  to  form  a branch.  He  asked,  why  were  not  the  men  at  Beading  advised 
to  form  a branch  of  the  Bakers’  Union  instead  of  being  admitted  as  members 
of  the  A.U.C.E.  ? In  Sittingbourne  the  bakers,  being  already  members  of  the 
A.U.C.E.,  had  refused  to  join  the  Bakers’  Union.  At  Sheerness  they  had 
established  a branch,  but  after  a little  while  they  seceded,  as  they  wTere 
members  of  the  Co-operative  Employes’  Union.  The  assistance  they  wanted 
was  that  these  men  should  be  compelled  to  take  up  their  cards  ip  the  Bakers’ 
Union.  They  had  no  objection  to  them  taking  up  a second  card  in  the 
Co-operative  Employes’  Union. 

A case  was  cited  where  a co-operative  society  had  refused  to  pay  the 
bakers’  minimum  of  27s.,  as  they  stated  that  the  minimum  of  the 
co-operative  employes  (24s.)  was  paid  already.  They,  the  bakers,  had  to  hold 
public  meetings  to  protest  against  the  reduction  of  their  minimum. 
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The  A.U.C.E.  representative  replied  that  the  co-operative  sociofry — the 
employers — had  no  right  to  assume  that  the  minimum  of  24s.  was  for  the  bakers, 
as  their  Western  District  scale  of  wages  does  not  apply  to  bakers.  No  arrange- 
ment as  to  wages  was  ever  entered  into  with  the  co-operative  society 
mentioned.  In  the  Ebbw  Yale  Society,  during  a dispute,  the  members  of  the 
A.U.C.E.  refused  to  handle  the  bread  made  by  the  blackleg  labour. 

It  was  admitted  that  the  Bakers’  Union  had  no  branch  at  Reading,  but  it 
was  urged  that  the  men  should  have  remained  members  of  that  union,  and  the 
representative  of  the  Co-operative  Employes’  Union  stated  they  would  be  ready 
at  any  time  to  help  in  bringing  the  wages  of  men  in  their  society  up  to  the 
standard  recognised  by  the  Bakers’  Union.  With  regard  to  Sheerness  they  had 
only  four  members  in  the  A.U.C.E. 

Amalgamated  Society  of  Tailors. 

The  Representative  of  the  Tailors’  Society  said  his  complaint  was 
directed  against  the  branch  secretaries.  Their  “ logs  ” were  very  complicated. 
It  was  impossible  for  the  officers  of  the  co-operative  employes  to  understand 
them,  and  therefore  take  any  part  in  a dispute  and  effect  a settlement.  They 
should,  therefore,  be  prevented  from  taking  in  as  members  men  of  a trade  for 
whom  they  could  not  cater  from  a Trade  Union  point  of  view,  and  whom  they 
cannot  represent  before  an  employer.  The  manager  is  with  them  an  absolute 
employer,  engaging  the  men,  supervising  them  and  their  charges.  If  accepted 
as  a Trade  Unionist,  he  would  be  brought  into  antagonism  with  the  men 
who  belonged  to  the  same  society,  and  the  position  would  be  ridiculous. 
The  wages  paid  by  the  co-operative  society  had  an  influence  on  the  wages 
of  other  employers  in  a town.  In  Barrow-in-Furness  this  obtained,  but  if 
the  tailors  there  became  members  of  the  A.U.C.E.  he  argued  that  wages  would 
go  down,  owing  to  the  absence  of  a list  of  prices  from  this  union.  The 
Co-operative  Employes’  Union,  having  no  “log”  for  tailors,  had  to  make  the 
best  terms  they  could,  and  in  many  towns  it  had  become  impossible  for  the 
tailors  to  obtain  a decent  “log,”  owing  to  the  co-operative  employers  under- 
cutting other  employers. 

It  was  urged  that  a representative  of  the  Tailors’  Society  had  been  sent  to 
Portsmouth  to  endeavour  to  improve  the  wages,  but  could  not  get  the  tailors 
and  tailoresses  in  the  co-operative  society  to  join.  They  had,  it  was  admitted, 
taken  up  membership  with  the  co-operative  employes  prior  to  the  new  forms 
issued  by  them.  A deputation  waited  upon  the  A.U.C.E.  asking  the  union 
to  compel  these  20  to  30  persons  to  join  the  Tailors’  Union,  but  they  refused 
to  make  the  form  retrospective,  although  the  tailors  had  a branch  in  Portsmouth 
long  before  the  Co-operative  Union  founded  one. 

On i behalf  of  the  A.U.C.E.  it  was  said  that  the  complaint  did  not  reach 
them  till  at  least  four  years  after  the  official  of  the  Tailors’  Union  had  been  to 
this  town.  As  regards  duplication  at  Congress,  he  supposed  that  all  the 
members  of  outside  trades  in  his  union  did  not  total  1,000,  and  would  not  give 
them  one  more  vote.  It  was  here  and  there  that  they  joined  the  union  owing 
to  circumstances  peculiar  to  the  locality.  There  was,  no  doubt,  a great  deal 
of  overlapping  in  other  unions,  and  he  did  not  see  why  the  co-operative 
employes  should  be  singled  out  for  condemnation.  He  knew  four  unions  that 
took  in  patternmakers.  They  had  issued  instructions  that  no  men  in  the 
productive  departments  were  to  be  taken  in  where  they  had  an  effective  and 
available  union  of  their  own,  except  on  their  distinct  application  and  the 
understanding  that  they  should  remain  members  of  their  Trade  Union.  There 
were  many  Trade  Unions  whose  members,  employed  by  the  co-operative  society, 
had  never  approached  the  A.U.C.E.  This  he  held  was  due  to  tjre  management 
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of  those  unions,  and  if  all  were  managed  in  the  same  way  there  would  be  no 
inducement  for  their  members  to  try  to  get  into  the  A.U.C.E. 

The  tailors’  representative  urged  that  the  sole  inducement,  so  far  as  they 
were  concerned,  was  the  very  high  sum  allowed  for  out-of-work  benefit.  They 
used  their  funds  for  fighting  purposes,  for  increasing  wages.  As  to  the  1,000 
members  of  various  trades  which  was  the  number  estimated,  why  not  drop 
them  if  that  was  all  they  had  ? 

It  was  also  urged  that  the  A.XJ.C.E.  make  no  provision  in  their  rules  for 
the  payment  of  strike  or  lock-out  benefit ; to  which  reply  was  made  that  some 
three  years  previously  there  was  a proposal  before  the  annual  delegate  meeting 
that  a rule  should  be  inserted  providing  for  dispute  and  victimisation  benefit. 
This  was  discussed  at  two  annual  delegate  meetings,  and  the  principle  was 
affirmed  at  the  second  one.  They  then  drew  up  a set  of  rules  for  the  working 
of  lock-out  and  victimisation  benefit,  which  were  adopted  and1  were  now  in 
force.  A special  fund  had  been  raised  by  levy  for  payment  of  victimisation  and 
lock-out  benefit.  It  was  not  a regular  payment,  but  was  raised  as  required,  and 
if  it  dropped  below  £500  they  could  impose  another  levy.  On  May  31st  last  it 
amounted  to  £700. 

Questioned  as  to  whether  the  union  had  power  to  negotiate  on  behalf  of 
skilled  trades,  as  far  as  wages  and  conditions  of  employment  were  concerned, 
reply  was  made  that  they  had  the  power  to  negotiate  for  them  if  they 
were  members  of  the  union,  and  they  were  asked  so  to  do,  but  that  men 
belonging  to  other  unions  preferred  to  have  it  done  by  their  own  unions,  at  the 
same  time  being  always  able  to  rely  upon  the  support  of  the  A.XJ.C.E. 

The  representative  of  the  latter,  in  reply  to  further  questions  regarding 
the  provision  for  strike  and  lock-out  benefits  urged  that,  as  the  Joint  Committee 
of  Trade  Unionists  and  co-operators  had  been  formed  to  deal  with  disputes 
arising  in  the  co-operative  movement,  they  were  less  likely  to  be  affected  by 
strikes  than  other  unions.  He  also  stated  that  his  union  had  an  agreement 
with  the  Clothiers’  Operatives’  Union  in  regard  to  the  membership  for  certain 
classes  of  work,  and  were  prepared  to  come  to  similar  agreements  with 
other  unions. 

Findings  of  Sub-Committee. 

Your  Sub-Committee  have  given  full  and  careful  consideration  to  the 
statements  placed  before  them  by  the  various  witnesses,  and  to  the  replies  made 
thereto  by  the  officials  of  the  Co-operative  Employes’  Union.  In  the  main  the 
evidence  was  directed  to  the  point  that  where  unions  existed  for  skilled  crafts- 
men— such  as  tailors,  boot  and  shoe  operatives,  bakers  and  confectioners,  etc. — 
such  workers  should  not  be  admitted  to  membership  of  the  Co-operative 
Employes’  Union,  and  that  where  such  craftsmen  had  been  permitted  to  join 
the  union  the  officials  of  the  latter  should  take  periodical  steps  to  assure  them- 
selves that  such  members  retained  membership  of  their  established  and 
recognised  unions. 

In  support  of  this  contention,  the  important  and  vital  reason  was  urged 
that  inasmuch  as,  in  some  cases,  wide  differences  prevailed  between  the  log  ” 
and  wage  rates  recognised,  on  the  one  hand,  by  the  standard  unions  and,  on  the 
other,  by  the  Co-operative  Employes’  Union,  the  efforts  of  the  former  to 
organise  workers  for  the  purpose  of  improving  working  conditions  were 
detrimentally  affected,  and  to  that  extent  Trade  Unionism  was  weakened. 

Upon  carefully  reviewing  the  position,  your  Sub-Committee  came  to  the 
following  conclusions  : — 

1.  That  the  Co-operative  Employes’  Union  should  refrain  from  accepting 
as  members  workers  in  skilled  trades,  for  whom  separate  and  well-recognised 
unions  have  been  established. 
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2.  That  where  such  workers  have  been  admitted  to  membership,  the 
Co-operative  Employes’  Union  should  insist  that  they  retain  membership  of 
their  own  craft  union,  and  see  the  craft  union  card  at  least  once  per  quarter  in 
accordance  with  their  own  rules. 

Your  Sub-Committee  recommend  accordingly.  , 

W.  Thorne  (Chairman). 

W.  Mullin. 

J.  Seddon. 

W.  Matkin. 

A.  Evans. 

C.  W.  BOWERMAN  (Secretary). 


AMALGAMATED  UNION  OF  CABINET  MAKERS  F.  NATIONAL 
AMALGAMATED  FURNISHING  TRADES  ASSOCIATION. 

On  June  24th  complaint  was  made  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
by  the  Amalgamated  Union  of  Cabinet  Makers  that,  as  a result  of  the  action 
of  the  National  Amalgamated  Furnishing  Trades  Association,  three  of  their 
members,  previously  employed  at  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society’s 
Cabinet  Works,  Broughton,  Manchester,  with  whom  the  latter  union  had 
been  in  dispute,  had  not  been  allowed  to  resume  work  there  upon  the  settle- 
ment of  the  dispute,  and  calling  for  the  intervention  of  the  Committee 
under  the  Standing  Orders  of  Congress. 

The  Parliamentary  Committee,  at  their  meeting  on  July  17th,  appointed 
Messrs.  W.  Thorne,  M.P.  (Chairman),  M.  Arrandale,  J.P.,  and  J.  W. 
Ogden,  J.P.,  as  an  investigation  committee,  and  the  inquiry  was  held  at 
the  Midland  Hotel,  Manchester,  on  Friday,  July  26th.  The  Executive 
officers  of  both  associations  were  present,  together  with  representatives  of 
the  furniture  workers’  strike  committee  and  other*  witnesses. 

From  the  evidence,  it  appeared  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  the 
members  of  the  Furnishing  Trades  Association,  in  conjunction  with  other 
unions,  initiated  a wages  movement  in  the  Manchester  area,  and  formed  a 
strike  committee,  upon  which  the  Cabinet  Makers’  Union  were  invited  to 
appoint  representatives,  who  assisted  to  formulate  the  demands,  and 
continued  to  take  part  in  the  work  of  the  committee  until  the  settlement  of 
the  dispute.  Prior  to  the  settlement  being  reached,  it  became  necessary  for 
the  strike  committee  to  withdraw  the  men,  among  whom  were  the  three 
members  of  the  Cabinet  Makers’  Union,  who  were  getting  the  same  rate  of 
pay  (for  48  hours)  which  the  Furnishing  Trades  Association  were 
endeavouring  to  secure  for  their  members. 

It  appeared  that  the  three  members  had  been  withdrawn  by  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  Cabinet  Makers  upon  receipt  of  a telegram  from 
the  branch  official  to  the  effect  that  all  the  men  were  out,  the  latter 
explaining  that  his  telegram  referred  to  the  men  in  the  employ  of  the 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  and  not  to  the  whole  of  the  men  working 
in  Manchester ; the  Executive  Council  thereupon  claiming  that  the  three 
members  had  been  withdrawn  as  the  result  of  a misapprehension  of  the 
real  position.  The  branch  official  stated  in  his  evidence  that,  having 
obtained  the  permission  of  the  Executive  Council  to  co-operate  with  the 
strike  committee,  he  understood  this  to  mean  seeing  the  dispute  through, 
and  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  consult  the  Executive  before  calling  out 
the  men,  although  he  agreed  that  under  the  rules  of  his  union  such 
reference  was  necessary. 
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Replying  to  questions,  the  representative  of  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  Cabinet  Makers’  Union  stated  that  no  resolution  had  been  passed 
withdrawing  their  members  from  the  strike  committee,  of  which  they 
were  still  members  when  the  agreement  was  signed,  and  that  it  was  a 
general  practice  for  the  two  unions  to  act  together  in  such  matters,  at  the 
same  time  claiming  that  in  Manchester  the  circumstances  were  somewhat 
different,  as  all  their  members  there  were  in  receipt  of  the  wage  which  the 
other  unions  were  striving  to  secure.  He  further  stated  that  an  agreement 
between  the  two  unions  had  since  been  arrived  at,  whereby  similar 
difficulties  would  be  prevented  in  future. 

For  the  defence  complaint  was  made  by  the  representatives  of  the 
Furnishing  Trades  Association  that  after  the  men  had  been  withdrawn,  and 
without  consulting  the  strike  committee,  a deputation  from  the  Cabinet 
Makers’  Union,  accompanied  by  the  general  secretary,  had  waited  upon  the 
manager  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  and  informed  him  that  their 
members  had  no  right  to  leave  their  employ,  and  in  so  doing  had  broken  the 
rules  of  their  union,  and  that,  having  been  drawn  into  the  dispute  under  a 
misapprehension,  the  union  desired  that  their  members  should  be  allowed 
to  return  to  work. 

A communication  was  addressed  to  the  strike  committee  by  the 
manager  notifying  that  the  deputation  had  waited  upon  him,  and  inquiring 
if  the  committee  had  the  authority  of  the  Cabinet  Makers’  Executive  to 
withdraw  the  members  of  that  organisation,  to  which  the  strike  committee 
replied  by  sending  a deputation  to  the  manager  repudiating  the  right  of 
anyone  to  see  him  over  their  heads,  and  without  previous  consultation,  and 
that  under  the  circumstances  they  were  not  prepared  to  agree  to  the  men 
resuming. 

When  the  offer  of  a settlement  was  made  by  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society,  and  accepted  by  the  men,  the  latter  in  meeting  assembled  resolved 
that  the  three  men  should  only  be  allowed  to  restart  on  condition  that  the 
general  secretary  of  the  Cabinet  Makers’  Union  gave  a written  apology  for 
going  over  the  heads  of  the  strike  committee. 

When  the  men  returned  to  work  on  May  20th  the  apology  was  not 
forthcoming,  and  it  was  reported  to  the  strike  committee  that  at  a meeting 
of  the  workers  in  all  departments  a resolution  was  passed  that  as  the  three 
men  had  made  no  overtures  whatever  to  the  committee  they  be  not  allowed 
to  restart.  On  May  22nd  the  manager  attended  before  the  strike  committee 
and  urged  that  they  should  recommend  the  members  to  withdraw  their 
opposition  to  the  restarting  of  the  three  men.  The  committee  agreed  that  a 
further  meeting  of  the  workpeople  should  be  held,  and  that  the  manager 
should  address  them,  and  invite  them  to  reconsider  the  whole  position,  the 
committee  further  writing  to  the  effect  that  they  were  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  the  members,  and  were  ready  and  willing  to  accept  any  decision  they 
might  come  to.  At  this  meeting  the  men  refused  to  depart  from  the  decision 
they  had  previously  arrived  at. 

Replying  to  questions,  the  representative  of  the  Cabinet  Makers’  Union 
admitted  that  it  was  an  indiscretion  to  wait  upon  the  manager  without 
having  consulted  the  strike  committee,  and  that  the  members  of  the  deputa- 
tion hesitated  to  accompany  him.  At  the  same  time,  he  stated  most 
emphatically  that  in  taking  such  action  no  slight  was  intended  to  the  strike 
committee,  nor  had  they  any  desire  or  intention  to  weaken  in  any  way  the 
trade  movement. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  evidence  it  was  stated  on  behalf  of  the 
Furnishing  Trades  Association  that  no  further  objection  would  be  offered 
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to  the  reinstatement  of  the  three  men,  provided  the  Cabinet  Makers’  Union 
■would  withdraw  their  members'  from  another  shop  with  which  the  former 
■union  was  in  dispute  and  pay  their  share  of  the  total  expense  of  the  strike 
■committee,  but  as  this  was  outside  the  scope  of  the  complaint  lodged  with 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  it  was  not  followed  up. 

After  giving  due  consideration  to  the  evidence  placed  before  them,  your 
Sub-Committee  are  of  opinion  : — 

1.  That  the  representatives  appointed  upon  the  strike  committee  by  the 
Amalgamated  Union  of  Cabinet  Makers  were  evidently  under  the  impression 
that  they  had  power  to  act  with  other  representatives  in  calling  out  the  men 
when  such  action  was  considered  necessary,  and  that  if  they  had  not  that 
power  except  after  consultation  with  their  own  Executive  an  intimation  to 
that  effect  should  have  been  given  to  the  strike  committee. 

2.  In  the  absence  of  such  intimation  the  representatives  of  the  Cabinet 
Makers’  Union  upon  the  strike  committee  cannot  be  held  responsible  for 
contravening  what  is  claimed  to  be  the  rule  of  the  union. 

3.  That  the  action  of  the  Executive  of  the  Cabinet  Makers’  Union  in 
waiting  upon  the  manager  of  the  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  without 
notifying  the  strike  committee  of  such  intention,  and  whilst  they  still  had 
representatives  upon  that  committee,  was  an  indiscretion. 

4.  Such  indiscretion  having  been  admitted,  your  Sub-Committee  are 
■of  opinion  that  the  explanation  offered  by  the  Cabinet  Makers’  Union  should 
be  accepted  by  the  Furnishing  Trades  Association. 

5.  And  that  as  the  men  were  not  responsible  for  such  action,  the  three 
members  of  the  Cabinet  Makers’  Union  should  not  be  further  penalised,  but 
allowed  to  resume  their  employment  with  the  Co-operative  Wholesale 
Society. 

Your  Sub-Committee  recommend  accordingly. 

W.  Thorne,  Chairman. 

M.  Arrandale. 

J.  W.  Ogden. 

C.  W.  Bowerman,  Secretary. 


CONFERENCE  AT  YORK. 

Durham  Colliery  Mechanics’  Union  and  Missionary  Work. 

A conference,  convened  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Executive  of  the 
Durham  Colliery  Mechanics,  by  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Trades 
Union  Congress,  was  held  at  the  Station  Hotel,  York,  on  Saturday  morning, 
December  9th,  1911,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  representatives  of  the 
Durham  Colliery  Mechanics’  Union  to  consult  with  the  representatives  of 
other  unions  as  to  the  lines  upon  which  they  should  be  permitted  to  carry 
on  “ missionary  ” work  in  the  organising  of  colliery  mechanics. 

There  were  present : — 

For  the  Parliamentary  Committee:  Messrs.  W.  Thorne,  M.P.  (Chair- 
man), J.  Haslam,  M.P.,  J.  Hill,  and  the  Secretary;  Patternmakers  Society, 
Mr.  W.  Mosses ; Amalgamated  Union  of  Labour,  and  Yorkshire  Surface- 
men’s Federation,  Councillor  A.  J.  Bailey;  Barnsley  Miners,  Mr.  Dyson; 
and  for  the  Durham  Colliery  Mechanics,  Messrs.  J.  Taylor,  M.P.,  Fletcher, 
Gillian,  and  W.  J.  Hartshorn. 

On  behalf  of  the  Durham  Colliery  Mechanics  it  was  stated  that  there 
were  only  two  colliery  districts  in  which  the  mechanics  were  organised,  and 
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that  as  a result  they  were  frequently  at  a disadvantage  when  meeting  their 
employers.  They  wanted  other  districts  to  organise  the  mechanics.  In 
some  districts  they  found  that  the  men  belonged  either  to  the  Miners  or 
Gasworkers’  Union;  but  they  did  not  want  to  interfere  with  other  organisa- 
tions. His  union  had  agreements  with  the  Carpenters  and  Joiners  and  the 
Engineers’  Societies,  also  the  Co-operative  Smiths’  Union,  so  long  as  they 
kept  up  prices.  All  they  desired  was  that  if  an  organisation  was  already  in 
existence  a federation  should  be  formed;  but  finding  that  men  were  linked 
up  with  other  organisations,  they  felt  it  would  be  wrong  to  move  further  in 
the  matter  without  consulting  the  Parliamentary  Committee. 

The  representative  of  the  Yorkshire  Surfacemen’s  Union  said  they  were 
now  linked  up  with  the  enginemen,  and  were  nearer  to  the  miners  than  ever 
before,  having  come  to  an  arrangement  with  the  lafter  that  consultations 
should  take  place  when  any  demands  were  about  to  be  made.  They  had  to 
deal  with  men  who  were  unorganised ; and  would  be  glad  to  link  up  with  he 
Durham  Colliery  Mechanics’  Union.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  proceedings 
it  was  agreed  that  communications  should  be  opened  up  between  the  two 
bodies  with  that  object  in  view. 

After  reporting  the  result  of  the  conference  to  the  Parliamentary 
Committee,  it  was  agreed  that  the  following  communication  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  National  Federation  of  Colliery 
Mechanics : — 

December  15th,  1911. 

The  representatives  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  who  attended-  the 
conference  held  in  York  on  Saturday  morning  last  duly  reported  the  result 
of  the  proceedings  to  the  Committee  at  their  meeting  held  yesterday.  Consider- 
able satisfaction  was  expressed  at  the  manner  in  which  you  and  your  colleagues 
handled  the  subject  at  the  conference,  and  the  Committee  advise  that  you 
should  at  once  get  into  communication  with  Councillor  Bailey,  of  the  Yorkshire 
Surfacemen’s  Federation,  with  a view  to  giving  effect  to  the  evident  desire  of 
the  conference. 

There  are,  of  course,  other  societies  directly  interested  and  concerned  in 
the  work  you  propose  to  undertake,  and,  therefore,  you  will  also  open  up 
communications  with  the  representatives  of  those  societies. 

The  Committee  will  be  glad  if  you  will,  as  far  as  possible,  keep  them 
informed  as  to  the  result  of  your  society’s  efforts  in  this  important  matter. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  \Y.  Bowerman,  Secretary. 


AMALGAMATION  OF  TRADE  UNIONS  IN  THE  DISTRIBUTIVE 

INDUSTRY. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Trades  Union 
Congress  was  invited  to  preside  over  a conference  convened  by  the  National 
Federation  of  Shopworkers  and  Clerks  held  at  the  Charterhouse  Hotel, 
London,  E.C.,  on  October  1st,  1911.  The  following  unions  were  represented 
thereat : Amalgamated  Union  of  Co-operative  Employes  (Messrs.  Jagger, 
Wale,  Mercer,  Dale,  Howe,  and  Hewitt),  National  Amalgamated  Union  of 
Shop  Assistants,  Warehousemen,  and  Clerks  (Messrs.  Donald,  Cornell, 
Hutton,  Thompson,  Pinder,  and  Macpherson),  National  Association  of 
Grocers’  Assistants  (Mr.  Irwin),  and  National  Union  of  Clerks  (Mr.  Read). 

The  following  resolution  was  eventually  carried:  — 

That  this  joint  conference,  recognising  the  necessity  for  closer  unity 
amongst  shop  workers,  clerks,  and  co-operative  employes,  urges  the  respective 
organisations  concerned  to  strengthen  the  existing  National  Federation  for 
offensive  and  defensive  action  by  increasing  the  financial  resources  and  powers 
of  that  body,  and  that  a scheme  for  this  purpose  be  formulated  by  the  National 
Federation  Council,  and  submitted  for  approval  to  the  separate  Trade  Unions 
affected. 
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In  consequence  of  the  competition  between  the  Co-operative  Employes' 
Union  and  the  National  Union  of  Shop  Assistants  for  the  same  class  of 
workpeople  (male  and  female),  it  is  recommended  that  a conference  of 
representatives  of  the  two  societies  should  be  convened  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  question  of  amalgamation. 


FUSION  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ORGANISATIONS. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  this  matter  has  been  dealt  with  by  the 
Joint  Board  and  a report  presented  to  the  last  Congress.  Since  then 
further  consideration  has  been  given  to  it,  and  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Joint  Board  the  following  resolution  was  received  from  the  Management 
Committee  of  the  General  Federation  of  Trade  Unions:  — 

The  Management  Committee  believes  that  the  best  results  can  be  achieved 
by  the  General  Federation  of  Trade  Unions  maintaining  its  separate  identity 
and  autonomy  and  by  a general  agreement  to  co-operate  with  the  other  national 
organisations  on  matters  of  national  importance. 

Under  these  changed  circumstances  the  Joint  Board  decided  to  defer 
further  consideration  of  the  question  of  fusion  until  the  Federation  Manage- 
ment Committee  had  had  the  opportunity  of  submitting  the  above  resolution 
to  the  annual  council  meeting  of  that  body. 


GOVERNMENT  DEPARTMENTS  AND  CONTRACTORS’  TENDER 

FORMS. 

The  Parliamentary  Committee  have  to  thank  the  following  Government 
Departments — the  Admiralty,  the  War  Office,  and  the  Stores  Department, 
G.P.O. — for  continuing  to  supply  lists  of  contractors  and  copies  of  tender 
forms  to  the  societies  affiliated  to  the  Trades  Union  Congress.  During  the 
past  year  (since  the  end  of  September)  no  fewer  than  152  tender  forms  have 
been  sent  to  the  Trade  Union  officials  from  the  Contracts  Department  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  510  from  the  G.P.O.  Stores  Department. 

Quite  recently,  and  after  an  interview  with  an  official  of  H.M.  Office  of 
Works,  the  Parliamentary  Committee  received  the  following  communication 
from  that  office,  to  which,  on  the  9th  of  August,  a letter  of  appreciation  and. 
thanks  was  addressed  to  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works  : — 

H.M.  Office  of  Works,  etc.. 

Storey’s  Gate,  Westminster,  S.W., 

29th  July,  1912. 

Sir, — I am  directed  by  the  First  Commissioner  of  his  Majesty’s  Works,  etc.,, 
to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Trades 
Union  Congress,  that  the  Board  have  decided  that,  so  soon  as  the  necessary 
arrangements  can  be  made,  a copy  of  the  tender  form  and  the  list  of  firms 
invited  to  tender  for  each  of  the  Board’s  contracts  estimated  at  over  £50  in 
value,  shall  be  sent  to  the  Trade  Unions  concerned,  and  that  you  shall  be 
advised  of  the  names  of  the  Trade  Unions  to  which  the  information  has  been 
furnished. 

Copies  of  forms  which  will  be  used  in  this  connection  are  annexed. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Towner. 

The  Secretary,  Parliamentary  Committee  of  Trades  Union  Congress,  General 

Buildings,  Aldwych,  W.C 
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LONDON  TRANSPORT  WORKERS’  DISPUTE. 

In  June  last  your  Committee  had  under  consideration  the  position  in 
which  the  members  of  the  Transport  Workers’  Federation  were  placed 
through  the  prolongation  of  the  dispute  in  which  they  were  then  engaged, 
and  deeided  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  Trade  Unions  of  the  United  Kingdom 
tor  financial  assistance.  The  Committee  issued  the  following  statement:  — 

“ The  dispute  in  the  London  transport  industry  has  now  been  in 
operation  for  six  weeks. 

“ The  Government  appointed  Sir  Edward  Clarke  to  hold  an  inquiry 
into  the  causes  of  the  dispute,  and  he  has  issued  his  report,  which  the  men 
have  agreed  to  accept. 

“ The  employers  resolutely  refuse  to  acknowledge  the  report,  _ or  to 
allow  the  Government  to  intervene  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  dispute, 
but  insist  upon  the  men  returning  to  work  without  any  recognition  of  their 
organisations  or  guarantees  for  meetings  to  consider  the  men’s  grievances. 

“ The  men  are  not  prepared  to  accept  the  humiliating  conditions  which 
the  employers  desire  to  impose  upon  them,  which  they  regard  as  an  attempt 
on  their  part  to  break  up  their  organisations ; and,  being  determined  to  fight 
on,  although  sorely  pressed  for  funds,  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
urgently  appeal  to  all  Trade  Unions  throughout  the  country  to  immediately 
give  all  the  financial  assistance  possible  to  help  the  fight  to  uphold  Trade 
Unionism. 

“ With  prompt  financial  assistance  the  fight  in  London  can  be  ended  on 
honourable  terms,  as  the  men  are  prepared  to  return  to  work  upon  a 
guarantee  that  their  comrades  shall  be  reinstated,  and  a Joint  Board  set  up 
to  deal  with  the  outstanding  grievances,  it  having  already  been  decided 
that  an  inquiry  shall  be  conducted  by  the  Industrial  Council  into  the  question 
of  agreements. 

“ We  therefore  earnestly  trust  that  immediate  and  generous  response 
will  be  given  to  this  appeal. 

“ All  remittances  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman,  M.P.,  General 
Buildings,  Aldwych,  London,  W.C. 

“ On  behalf  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee, 

“ W.  Thorne,  Chairman. 

“ C.  W.  Bowerman,  Secretary.” 


The  following  is  a complete  statement  of  the  amounts  received  in 
response  to  the  appeal,  but  it  should  be  stated  that  many  societies,  in 
responding  to  the  appeal,  forwarded  the  amounts  direct  to  the  Transport 
Workers’  Federation:  — 

£ s.  d. 

Operative  Plasterers  ••••  5 0 0 

A.  H.  Robinson  0 4 0 

A.  Evans,  L.C.C.  Main  Drainage  0 6 6 

L.  C.  Broad  (.Children’s  Fund)  0 12  6 

“Westminster  Gazette,”  Composing  Department  0 13  6 

R.  Loveless  (Sims  Magneto  Company)  1 18  6 

Northumberland  Colliery  Mechanics  2 2 0 

Silversmiths  and  Electroplate  Operatives  (Children’s 

Fund)  ran 

London  and  Provincial  Clothiers’  Cutters  5 0 0 

Printing  Machine  Managers  10  0 0 

Rishton  Weavers’  Association  2 2 0 

Wyman  and  Sons,  Composing  Department  2 0 0 

Barge  Builders  10  0 0 

Carpenters  and  Joiners  (Mersey  Branch)  1 0 U 

Loom  Overlookers  .' 10  0 • 0 
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£ s.  d. 

London  Glass  Blowers  5 0 0 

Operative  Printers’  Assistants  (first  collection)  17  12  6 

Sheffield  Wool  Shear  Makers  10  0 

Rossendale  Weavers  i 1 1 0 

Nelson  Weavers  ..- 10  0 0 

Rishton  Weavers  (second  donation)  2 2 0 

Printers’  Warehousemen  and  Cutters  25  0 0 

Shop  Assistants  50  0 O 

“Financial  News,”  Composing  and  Reading  Depart- 
ment (for  wives  and  children)  '. 2 1 0 

Cotton  Spinners  (Bolton)  10  0 0 

Coachmakers’  Society  10  0 0 

H.  Francis,  Reading  (Children’s  Fund)  0 10  0 

Padiham  Weavers  3 0 0 

London  Society  of  Compositors  10  0 0 

Cigar  Makers  (third  donation)  5 0 0 

National  Union  of  Dock  Labourers  500  0 0 

Midland  Counties  Bleachers  and  Dyers  5 0 0 

Saddlers  and  Harness  Makers  (Birmingham  Branch)  ...  0 5 0 

Printers’  Warehousemen  (London  Branch)  2 0 0 

Operative  Cotton  Spinners  (Manchester)  50  0 0 

North  Wales  Quarrymen  10  0 0 

National  Hosiery  Federation  5 0 0 

Gold,  Silver,  and  Kindred  Trades  (Sheffield)  5 0 0 

Steel  and  Iron  Workers  15  0 0 

Operative  Printers’  Assistants  (second  collection)  6 1 3 

League  of  the  Blind  .' 3 3 0 

Operative  Bleachers  (Bolton)  5 0 0 

A.  H.  Robinson  0 7 0 

Brushmakers’  Society  2 0 0 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  (London  district)  5 0 0 

Saddle  and  Harness  Makers  (London)  5 0 0 

Weavers  and  Winders  (Blackburn)  10  0 0 

Tramway  Workers  (New  Cross)  1 11  7 

Padiham  and  District  Weavers  (second  donation)  5 0 0 

Cigar  Makers  (fourth  donation)  5 0 0 

Lithographic  Artists  5 0 0 

Typographical  Association  t 25  0 0 

Tin  and  Sheet  Millmen’s  Association  5 0 0 

Paper  Makers  5 0 0 

Rishton  Weavers  (third  donation  for  children)  , 2 2 0 

Boilermakers’  Society  20  0 0 

Lace  Pattern  Readers  110 

Operative  Printers’  Assistants  (third  collection)  12  3 1 

Postal  Telegraph  Clerks  5 0 0 

Coachmakers’  Society  (second  donation)  10  0 0 

Cigar  Makers  (fifth  donation)  1 5 0 0 

Rossendale  Weavers  1 1 0 

Tramway  and  Vehicle  Workers  50  0 0 

Ilkeston  and  District  Hosiery  Union  2 0 0 

I.  and  R.  Morley’s  Factory  (Heanor)  1 5 0 

Power  Loom  Overlookers  5 0 0 

British  Steel  Smelters  (Melyn  Branch)  4 5 0 

Operative  Cotton  Spinners,  Bolton  (second  donation)  ...  10  0 0 

Railway  Clerks’  Association  10  0 0 

Cigar  Makers  (sixth  donation)  5 0 0 

Farriers’  Society  2 2 0 

Sheffield  Wool  Shear  Makers  (second  donation)  10  0 

Operative  Printers’  Assistants  (fourth  collection)  13  0 8 

Clothiers’  Operatives  5 0 0 

Blastfurnacemen’s  Federation  5 0 0 

Boilermakers  (second  donation)  20  0 0 

Midland  Leather  Trades  Federation  0 10  6 

Northumberland  Colliery  Mechanics  1 10  0 

United  Machine  Workers’  Association  10  0 0 

Engravers  to  Calico  Printers  5 5 0 

Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Colliery  Firemen  2 0 0 

Durham  Colliery  Mechanics  5 0 0 

Operative  Cotton  Spinners,  Bolton  (third  donation)  10  0 0 

Northwich  Saltworkers  2 0 0 
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£ 8.  d. 


National  Glass  Bottle  Makers  1 12  3 

Cigar  Makers  (seventh  donation)  5 0 0 

Operative  Printers’  Assistants  (fifth  collection)  7 4 7 

Operative  Plumbers’  Association  (Sheffield  Branch)  ...  0 9 6 

Coachmakers’  Society  (third  grant)  5 0 0 

Cigar  Makers  (eighth  donation)  5 0 0 

Operative  Printers’  Assistants  (sixth  collection)  5 2 8 

Gold,  Silver,  and  Kindred  Trades  2 2 0 

Cigar  Makers  (ninth  donation)  5 0 0 

Typographical  Association  (second  grant)  5 0 0 

Blastfurnacemen’s  Federation  (second  grant)  2 10  0 

Operative  Plumbers’  Association  (Halifax  Branch)  10  0 

Customs  Waterguard  (Port  of  Hull)  10  0 

Blastfurnacemen’s  Federation  (further  collection)  3 17  6 

Gold  and  Silver  Trades  (Sheffield)  0 4 6 


£1,161  2 7 


EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND. 

Conference  between  the  National  League  of  the  Blind  and  the  Special 
Committee  for  the  Technical  Education  of  the  Blind. 

On  the  18th  of  July  a conference  was  held  at  the  offices  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  convened  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  question 
of  amalgamating  the  two  Bills  dealing  with  the  education  of  the  blind,  one 
of  which  had  already  been  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  agreeably 
with  the  instruction  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress.  There  were  present,- 
besides  the  members  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  : — 

For  the  National  League  of  the  Blind. — Messrs.  J.  E.  Gregory,  B. 
Purse,  and  the  treasurer. 

For  the  Special  Committee  for  the  Technical  Education  of  the  Blind. — 
Mr.  H.  Stainsbury,  Sir  Ellis  Cunliffe,  Dr.  Banger,  and  Mr.  H.  J.  Wilson. 

After  the  Chairman  (Mr.  Thorne)  had  asked  the  representatives  of 
the  latter  Committee  to  state  their  position, 

Mr.  H.  J.  Wilson  read  a statement  (copy  of  which  he  promised  he  would 
send  to  the  Committee)  explaining  the  Bill  promoted  by  the  Employment 
Committee.  Their  Bill  asks  that  local  authorities  shall  continue  to  be 
responsible  for  the  technical  education  of  the  blind  by  establishing  and 
equipping  institutions  for  that  purpose  or  by  sending  the  blind  to  other 
institutions,  the  training  to  be  given  from  the  ages  of  5 to  50  years,  an 
annual  grant  of  5s.  per  week  per  person  to  supplement  wages,  and  travelling 
■expenses  of  the  blind  attending  the  various  institutions.  They  claimed 
that  the  question  of  pensions  for  the  blind  was  not  so  acute  as  the  question 
of  their  employment.  There  were  12,588  blind  persons  in  England  over 
55  years,  one-half  of  them  over  70,  and  these  were,  of  course,  eligible  for 
pensions  from  the  State.  The  Bill  was  not  permissive,  and  they  hoped  it 
would  be  accepted  by  the  Blind  League  as  an  instalment. 

Mr.  Purse,  on  behalf  of  the  National  League  of  the  Blind,  said  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  Bill  about  a legal  minimum  wage,  which  they 
considered  vital.  He  contended  likewise  that  the  question  of  pensions 
was  very  important,  as  affecting  the  largest  portion  of  the  blind  community. 
Long  before  50  years  of  age  the  blind  were  incapacitated  by  other  infirmities 
Trom  doing  work. 

Sir  Ellis  Cunliffe  argued  that  their  Bill  was  the  only  practical  one. 
Parliament  could  not  be  got  to  grant  a minimum  wage  for  the  blind,  he 
.-asserted,  but  it  might  be  possible  to  accord  the  grant  of  5s.  which  they 
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were  asking.  Later  on  they  might  be  able  to  do  something  better,  and 
further  approach  the  aim  of  the  National  League  of  the  Blind.  The  blind 
institutions  were  supporting  the  Bill,  which  had  been  carefully  drawn  up 
after  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  Purse  answered  that  the  Bill  had  not  been  approved  by  the  blind 
workers  themselves  but  by  the  directors  of  the  institutions,  who  were 
anxious  to  uphold  the  existing  voluntary  system. 

Mr.  Gregory  said  that  12s.  6d.  was  estimated  to  be  the  average  working 
wage  of  the  blind.  They  had  fixed  the  minimum  they  were  asking  at 
£ 1 Is. — 8s.  6d.  more.  Could  not  the  Employment  Committee  agree  to  the 
extra  8s.  6d.  ? 

Dr.  Ranger  pointed  out  that  the  5s.  would  be  distributed  according  to 
the  necessities  of  the  case ; that  is  to  say,  some  would  receive  more  than  5s., 
others  less.  The  representatives  of  the  Employment  Committee  did  not 
think  it  practical  to  fix  a higher  amount  than  5s.  as  a beginning,  and 
declared  their  intention  of  tabling  the  Bill. 

Although  neither  party  were  apparently  willing  to  recede  from  the 
position  taken  up,  the  question  of  a further  friendly  conference  after  the 
Parliamentary  recess  was  put  to  the  two  bodies,  and  the  Unemployment 
Committee  expressed  themselves  willing  to  meet  the  representatives  of  the 
Blind  League  to  see  if  after  further  reflection  they  could  not  approximate  the 
two  Bills. 

The  meeting  then  ended. 

Prior  to  the  above  conference,  and  at  the  request  of  the  representatives 
of  the  National  League  of  the  Blind,  the  Secretary  of  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  had  arranged  a.  meeting  in  one 
of  the  Committee-rooms  of  the  House  of  Commons,  attended  by  representa- 
tives from  all  parties  in  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
question  of  the  adequate  training  and  employment  of  the  blind,  which  was 
field  on  Wednesday,  the  8th  of  May.  N 

Mr.  W.  P.  Beale  occupied  the  chair. 

After  receiving  a statement  from  Mr.  B.  Purse  (president  of  the  National 
League  of  the  Blind),  the  following  resolution  was  passed  : — 

That  a Committee  be  formed,  representative  of  all  parties,  to  consider 

and  consult  with  the  National  League  of  the  Blind  and  other  organisations  as 

to  the  preparation,  if  possible,  of  a non-contentious  measure  to  be  presented 

to  Parliament. 

The  following  Members  of  Parliament  were  requested  to  act  as  the 
Committee : Sir  H.  Norman,  Mr.  W.  Middlebrook,  Mr.  Reginald  J.  N. 
Neville,  Mr.  Acland  Allen,  Mr.  H.  L.  W.  Lawson,  Mr.  J.  R.  Clynes,  Mr. 
T.  Wiles,  and  Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman. 

The  following  Members  were  also  present : Mr.  G.  N.  Barnes,  Sir 
W.  P.  Byles,  Mr.  A.  Bigland,  Mr.  I.  Hamilton  Benn,  Mr.  H.  T.  Cawley, 
Sir  E.  Cornwall,  Mr.  H.  G.  Chancellor,  Mr.  A.  H.  Gill,  Mr.  J.  Gilmour, 
Mr.  Spencer  Leigh  Hughes,  Mr.  J.  M.  Hogge,  Mr.  E.  W.  Jowett,  Mr.  J. 
Duncan  Millar,  Mr.  H.  Mansfield,  Mr.  A.  MacCallum  Scott,  Mr.  James 
Parker,  Mr.  W.  E.  B.  Priestley,  Mr.  J.  Pointer,  Mr.  Athelstane  Randall, 
Mr.  G.  Stewart,  Mr.  J.  Dundas  White,  Mr.  A.  Wilkie,  Mr.  Pringle,  Mr.  G. 
Harwood,  Mr.  H.  A.  Watt,  Mr.  Scott  Dickson,  Sir  John  Rees,  Major 
Stanley. 
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TRADE  DISPUTES  ACT,  1906. 

In  view  of  the  persistent  agitation  on  the  part  of  Chamber  of  Commerce 
and  Employers’  Associations  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  upon  the  Government 
to  amend  the  Trade  Disputes  Act  of  1906,  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  in 
October  last,  issued  the  following  circular:  — 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  affiliated  Societies, 

Gentlemen, — Strenuous  efforts  are  being  put  forth  by  representatives  of 
the  employers  to  induce  the  Government  to  amend  the  Trade  Disputes  Act, 
1906,  in  the  direction  of  restricting  the  right  of  picketing  and  reimposihg 
liability  upon  Trade  Union  funds  for  actions  at  law.  Chambers  of  Commerce 
throughout  the  country  have  been  particularly  active  of  late  in  passing  resolu- 
tions upon  this  subject,  advocating  the  repeal  of  section  2 of  the  Act;  from 
magisterial  benches  similar  action  has  been  urged  ; and  it  is  understood  that  a 
report  of  a Special  Committee  of  the  Justices  of  Liverpool  on  the  need  of 
legislation  on  the  subject  of  intimidation  during  times  of  trade  disputes  has* 
been  circulated  to  and  considered  by  city  justices  and  at  various  Quarter 
Sessions.  That  report  advocates:  “(1)  That  picketing  should  either  be 
rigorously  suppressed  or  the  number  of  pickets  should  be  limited  to  two,  and 
such  pickets  should  be  required  to  wear  a distinguishing  badge,  and  to  attend 
only  where  a person  works  or  carries'  on  business.  (2)  That  unions,  whether 
of  workmen  or  masters,  should  be  subjected  to  the  ordinary  law  of  the  land, 
and  made  responsible,  like  all  other  classes  of  the  community,  for  their 
actions.  (3)  That  a federation  of  unions  for  the  purpose  of  ‘ paralysing  the 
country  ’ by  means  of  a general  strike  or  lock-out,  throwing  all  industries  and 
communications  into  disorder,  and  stopping  the  food  supplies  of  the  nation, 
should  be  suppressed  as  an  unlawful  combination  and  immediately  so  pro- 
claimed.” 

Within  the  past  few  days  a memorial  appears  to  have  been  forwarded  to 
the  Prime  Minister  by  the  Employers’  Parliamentary  Council  embodying  the 
above-mentioned  three  recommendations,  and  referring  to  what  the  Council  is 
pleased  to  term  “ the  Labour  Union  conspiracy  ” in  the  following  terms: 
“ The  undersigned  Central  Employers’  Associations  connected  with  the 
various  industries  in  the  United  Kingdom  beg  leave  most  humbly  to  call  your 
■attention,  and  the  attention  of  His  Majesty’s  Government,  to  the  grave  evils 
which  have  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  Trade  Disputes  Act,  1906,  and  to  the 
present  combination  of  labour,  unions  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  national 
strikes  fraught  with  incalculable  loss  and  immense  suffering  to  the  com- 
munity. It  is  submitted  that  recent  events  have  demonstrated  that  picketing 
during  trade  disputes  and  strikes  results  in  intimidation  frequently  accom- 
panied by  outrage,  violence,  and  destruction  of  property ; and  that  the 
peaceful  persuasion  ’ of  a mob  of  unlimited  numbers,  who  may  ‘ attend 
-at  or  near  a house  or  place  where  a person  resides  or  works  or  carries  on 
business  or  happens  to  be,’  is  a form  of  tyranny  so  gross  and  monstrous  as 
to  completely  negative  the  rights  of  every  law-abiding  citizen  who  declines 
to  subject  himself  to  labour  union  domination.  It  is  also  submitted  that, 
the  law  having  relieved  labour  unions  of  responsibility  for  their  actions 
•during  trade  disputes,  these  bodies  are  thus  specially  privileged  to  do  wrong 
to  others,  and  that  such  immunity  has  resulted  in  great  injury  to  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  the  country.  It  is  further  submitted  that  the  federation 
■of  the  labour  unions  of  the  United  Kingdom  into  one  gigantic  body  having 
for  its  object  the  organisation  of  strikes  on  a national  scale  is  a conspiracy 
against  private  freedom,  industrial  peace,  and  national  well-oeing,  with 
which  no  country  governed  by  just  laws  should  be  menaced.”  In  addition 
to  the  Employers’  Parliamentary  Council,  the  memorial  is  stated  to  have 
received  the  support  of  about  60  other  bodies  of  employers. 
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Obviously,  it  is  to  be  assumed  from  the  above  that  federations  of 
employers  are  a boon  and  a blessing  to  the  community,  whereas  federations 
of  workmen  are  a danger  and  a menace.  “ Corners  ” in  wheat  and  other 
necessaries  of  life  are  to  be  considered  as  harmless  and  even  beneficial ; 
whereas  efforts  to  improve  Labour  conditions  must  be  regarded  as  harmful, 
and  should,  therefore,  be  repressed.  Apparently,  the  memorialists  have 
overlooked  the  fact  that  Section  7 of  the  Conspiracy  and  Protection  of 
Property  Act,  1875,  is  still  on  the  statute  book,  and  provides  ample  and 
sufficient  protection  against  all  forms  of  threatening  and  intimidation. 

Delegates  to  the  Newcastle  Congress  will  remember  that  in  the  course 
of  the  Civic  welcome  a statement  was  made  that,  although  the  City  had 
passed  through  a longer  dispute  during  the  general  labour  unrest  than  had 
taken  place  elsewhere,  not  a single  pane  of  glass  had  been  broken.  It  will 
also  be  remembered  that  during  the  regrettable  disorders  at  Liverpool,  out 
of  some  hundreds  of  people  arrested  in  connection  therewith,  barely  half-a- 
dozen  were  Trade  Unionists.  In  other  places,  the  same  result  followed, 
and  official  testimony  was  given  as  to  the  manner  in  which  Trade  Unionists 
had  conducted  themselves  during  the  time  of  dispute. 

Evidently,  the  employers  desire  one  code  for  themselves  and  another 
for  the  workmen.  It  was  apparently  a praiseworthy  act  for  some  of  them 
to  endeavour  to  purchase  the  ‘ ‘ loyalty  ’ ’ of  men  by  offers  of  wage  increases 
ranging  from  25  to  50  per  cent.,  although  just  previously  they  had  resolutely 
and  absolutely  declined  to  consider  the  representations  made  to  them  for 
improved  conditions  of  employment ; whereas  they  appear  to  consider  it 
high  treason  for  the  Trade  Union  to  give  financial  support  to  its  members 
in  times  of  dispute.  And  now  the  employers  and  their  representatives  are 
attempting  to  saddle  upon  the  workmen  the  sole  responsibility  for  the 
disorders  incidentally  arising  out  of  the  recent  Labour  unrest. 

It  would  be  folly  for  Trade  Unionists  to  remain  inactive  in  face  of  the 
activity  at  present  being  displayed  by  the  Employers’  Parliamentary 
Council,  and  at  the  last  meeting  of  your  Parliamentary  Committee  the 
following  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to:  — 

“ In  view  of  the  fact  that,  arising  out  of  recent  Labour  disputes, 
certain  Chambers  of  Commerce  are  engaged  in  promoting  an  agitation 
urging  upon  the  Government  an  amendment  of  the  Trade  Disputes 
Act,  so  far  as  picketing  and  the  immunity  of  Trade  Unions’  funds- 
are  concerned,  and  that  many  magistrates  have  likewise  expressed 
themselves  to  the  same  effect,  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the 
Trades  Union  Congress  urge  upon  the  executives  and  members  of  all 
affiliated  societies  the  desirability  of  passing  resolutions  of  protest 
against  any  such  amendment  of  the  Act,  and  forwarding  copies  of 
same  to  their  local  Members  of  Parliament.  Further,  the  Parliamen- 
tary Committee  recommend  that  a similar  protest  be  forwarded  to  the 
Prime  Minister  and  to  the  Home  Secretary.” 

The  Parliamentary  Committee  recommend  that  the  matter  shall  be 
placed  before  the  various  Executive  Councils  without  delay,  in  order  that  full 
and  speedy  effect  may  be  given  to  the  recommendations  embodied  in  the 
above  resolution. 

On  behalf  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee. 

W.  Thorne,  Chairman. 

C.  W.  Bowerman,  Secretary. 

In  Parliament. 

On  the  30th  of  October,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  Prime  Minister 
was  asked  whether  he  had  received  a memorial  from  the  Employers’  Parlia- 
mentary Council,  signed  by  65  associations  of  employers  connected  with 
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■various  industries  in  the  United  Kingdom,  calling  attention  to  the  evils 
which  have  arisen  in  consequence  of  the  Trade  Disputes  Act,  1906,  and  to 
the  present  combination  of  Labour  unions  for  the  purpose  of  promoting 
national  strikes ; and  whether  he  would  inform  the  House  of  the  intentions 
•of  the  Government  with  regard  to  the  matters  urged  by  the  memorialists, 
■viz.  : — 1 

That  picketing  should  either  be  rigorously  suppressed,  or  the 
number  of  pickets  should  be  limited  to  two,  and  such  pickets  should  be 
required  to  wear  a distinguishing  badge  and  to  attend  only  where  a 
person  carries  on  business 

That  unions,  whether  of  workmen  or  masters,  should  be  subjected 
to  the  ordinary  law  of  the  land,  and  made  responsible,  like  all  other 
•classes  of  the  community,  for  their  actions ; and 

That  a federation  of  unions,  for  the  purpose  of  paralysing  the 
country  by  means  of  a general  strike  or  lock-out,  throwing  all  industries 
and  communications  into  disorder,  and  stopping  the  food  supplies  of 
the  nation,  should  be  suppressed  as  an  unlawful  combination,  and 
immediately  so  proclaimed. 

Mr.  Asquith  replied : The  memorial  referred  to  and  the  question  raise  a 
mumber  of  debatable  points,  as  to  which  I can  only  say  at  present  that  the 
•question  whether,  and,  if  so,  in  what  respects,  the  present  law  affecting  these 
matters  requires  amendment,  is  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Government. 

Questioned  as  to  whether  he  would  consider  the  propriety  of  appointing 
•a  Committee  or  small  Commission  to  “ inquire  into  this  very  important 
•question,  ’ ’ 

Mr.  Asquith  refused,  replying  that  no  useful  purpose  would  thereby 
■be  served. 

A further  statement  upon  the  subject  was  made  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Hobhouse, 
■Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  who,  in  addressing  the  electors  of 
Bristol  towards  the  end  of  October,  said : One  matter  was  agitating  the 
minds,  he  thought,  of  all  railwaymen  and  many  other  workingmen  and 
Trade  Unionists.  Strikes  had  in  some  quarters  unhappily  led  to  riotous 
■scenes  and  proceedings  which  had  resulted  in  the  demand  by  a considerable 
number  of  people  for  the  repeal  of  that  section  of  the  Trade  Disputes  Act 
which  permitted  what  was  called  picketing  and  peaceful  persuasion.  The 
Government  thought  the  law  as  it  stood  was  quite  strong  enough  for  the 
protection  of  individuals,  and  they  had  no  intention  of  altering  it.  On  the 
-other  hand,  a great  responsibility  rested  upon  the  leaders  of  the  men  to  see 
that  the  persuasion  and  picketing  were  really  peaceful — to  see  that  there  was 
no  disturbance  and  no  rioting.  The  Government  thought  the  law  ample 
to  protect  the  individual,  and  had  no  intention  of  altering  it  as  at  present 
advised.  Still  the  maintenance  of  order  during  strikes  and  really  peaceful 
picketing  was  in  the  hands  of  the  leaders  of  the  men.  He  urged  upon  those 
whose  interests  were  vitally  bound  up  in  orderly  behaviour  during  industrial 
disputes  to  see  to  it  that  their  interests  which  were  safeguarded  at  present 
might  be  safeguarded  in  the  future. 

Magisterial  Action. 

Since  the  Parliamentary  Committee’s  circular  has  been  before  the 
trades,  the  question  has  been  discussed  by  various  benches  of  magistrates, 
notably  at  Birmingham  and  Manchester. 

BIRMINGHAM. 

The  Birmingham  magistrates  met  on  the  26th  of  October  to  consider 
an  invitation  from  the  Liverpool  magistrates  to  join  that  body  in  repre- 
senting to  the  Government  an  amendment  of  Section  2 of  the  Trade  Disputes 
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Act  in  the  interest  of  capital.”  A motion  was  brought  forward  in  the 
following  terms:  ‘‘That  this  meeting  of  justices  is  of  opinion  that  the 
justices  of  this  city  should  join  the  justices  of  the  city  of 
Liverpool  and  other  cities  and  boroughs  in  a combined  representa- 
tion to  Parliament  to  repeal  Section  2 of  the  Trade  Disputes  Act, 
1906,  which  authorises  what  is  called  ‘ peaceful  picketing,’  and  to  put  the 
law  on  a more  satisfactory  footing.  ’ ’ 

To  this  motion  an  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Davis  to  the 
effect:  “That  this  bench  of  magistrates,  by  adopting  any  resolution  to 
assist  other  benches  of  magistrates  or  Chambers  of  Commerce  to  curtail 
the  rights  of  the  workers  to  picket  during  strikes,  will  be  usurping  its 
authority  and  become  partisan  in  the  interest  of  capita!  against  Labour.” 

An  extremely  animated  and  prolonged  discussion  ensued,  at  times  some- 
what heated,  and  eventually  Mf.  Davis  withdrew  his  amendment  in  favour 
of  the  following,  which,  after  the  defeat  of  the  Deputy  Chairman’s  pro- 
position by  25  votes  to  12,  was  put  as  a substantive  motion,  and  carried 
without  opposition:  “That  the  Liverpool  justices  be  informed  that  the 
position  in  this  city  in  regard  to  peaceful  picketng  is  so  different  from 
that  in  Liverpool  that  the  justices  see  no  reason  for  acceding  to  their 
request.” 

MANCHESTER. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Manchester  City  magistrates  was  held  on 
the  same  day  (October  26th),  at  which  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Liverpool 
magistrates,  advocating  an  amendment  of  Section  2 of  the  Trade  Disputes 
Act  “ in  the  interest  of  capital,”  came  up  for  consideration. 

The  Lord  Mayor  moved  the  following  resolution : “ That  this  meeting  of 
the  justices,  whilst  recognising  the  justice  of  ‘ strikers  ’ in  an  industrial 
dispute  being  permitted  to  use  peaceful  persuasion  with  ‘ non-strikers  ’ to 
secure  their  co-operation,  is  of  opinion  that  the  law  as  it  stands  at  present 
(Clause  2 of  the  Trade  Disputes  Act,  1906)  has,  upon  occasions,  facilitated 
intimidation,  attended  by  some  disturbance  - of  the  peace,  and  it  desires  to 
draw  the  attention  of  his  Majesty’s  Government  to  the  necessity — in  the 
publie  peace — of  having  the  legitimate  rights  of  ‘ strikers  ’ and  the  legitimate 
rights  of  ‘ non-strikers  ’ more  clearly  defined.” 

This  resolution  was  opposed  by,  among  others,  Mr.  M.  Arrandale,  who 
claimed  that,  there  was  no  need,  to  pass  such  a resolution,  as  they  had  no 
cause  of  complaint  against  the  Trade  Unionists  of  the  district,  who  were  in 
no  way  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the  hooligans. 

An  amendment  was  moved  to  make  the  last  three  lines  read  “ of  regu- 
lating the  conditions  under  which  peaceful  picketing  may  be  practised,” 
but  upon  being  put  to  the  vote  the  amendment  was  rejected  by  29  to  ten. 
When  the  resolution  was  put  35  voted  for  it,  and  it  was  declared  to  be  earned 
unanimously.  Several  magistrates,  however,  did  not  vote. 


FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES  AND  THE  INSURANCE  ACT. 

In  consequence  of  representations  made  to  them  with  reference  to  the 
manner  in  which  certain  societies  were  acting  in  connection  with  the 
National  Insurance,  the  Parliamentary  Committee  decided  to  issue  the 
following  circular : — 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of 'affiliated  societies. 

Gentlemen, — At  the  meeting  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  held 
this  day  (August  9th),  complaints  were  received  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
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undue  pressure  has  been  brought  to  bear  upon  workpeople  by  certain) 
collecting  and  friendly  societies  to  make  those  organisations  their  ‘ ‘ approved, 
societies.” 

The  Parliamentary  Committee  deem  this  matter  to  be  extremely 
mportant,  and  they  invite  societies  to  send  to  above  address  any  specific- 
evidence  where  undue  pressure  has  been  used  to  force  workers  into  an 
approved  society  under  the  Insurance  Act  which  they  would  nofr  have  joined'; 
of  their  own  free  will,  so  that  such  cases  may  be  investigated  by  the 
Insurance  Commissioners.  The  Committee  suggest  that  it  should  be  dis- 
tinctly stated  in  any  communication  which  may  reach  them  whether  it  is 
the  employer  who  is  to  blame,  or  a particular  society  or  its  agent. 

The  Parliamentary  Committee  also  desire  to  notify  that  where  workers 
have  been  subjected  to  such  undue  pressure,  and  have  sent  in  their  names; 
to  such  societies,  it  will  be  open  to  them  up  to  the  month  of  October  to- 
withdraw  their  names,  and  to  become  members  of  the  approved  section  of' 
their  own  Trade  Unions. 

On  behalf  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee, 

W.  Thorne,  Chairman. 

C.  W.  Bowerman,  Secretary. 


NATIONAL  INSURANCE  ACT. 

Trade  Unions  as  Approved  Societies. 

The  following  circular  was  issued  by  the  Parliamentary  Committee  in- 
December  last : — 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  affiliated  societies. 

Gentlemen, — The  National  Insurance  Bill  having  passed  through' 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  received  the  Royal  Assent  on  Saturday  last, 
the  Trade  Unionists  of  the  country  are  now  in  the  position  of  having  to  decide 
whether  or  not  they  will  accept  the  invitation  extended  to  them  by  the- 
Government,  and  take  their  share  in  the  carrying  out  and  management  of  the- 
scheme.  The  decision  at  which  they  will  arrive  is  rendered  all  the  more- 
important  by  the  fact  that  firms  employing  large  numbers  of  employes  are- 
already  moving  in  the  matter,"  and  endeavouring  to  forestall  the  action  of  the- 
Trade  Unions  by  offering  inducements  to  their  workpeople  to  organise 
approved  societies  within  their  own  works,  and  therefore  quite  independent 
of  and  apart  from  the  men’s  own  organisations. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  held  on  Thursday  last, 
a communication  was  received  from  one  of  the  societies  affiliated  to  Congress 
drawing  attention  to  a circular  which  had  been  addressed  by  a certain 
manufacturing  company  to  all  its  workpeople,  in  the  following  terms : — 

National  Insurance  Bill. 

The  provisions  of  the  above  Bill  are  to  be  carried  out  principally  through; 
friendly  societies  (which  must  be  approved  by  the  Government),  and  as  a great 
number  of  employes  ih  these  works  will  be  required  to  join  an  approved  society 
on  the  passing  of  the  Bill  in  order  to  gain  the  full  benefits  of  the  Act,  the 
company  has  recommended,  in  common  with  other  concerns,  that  their  employes- 
organise  a branch  of  an  approved  society  (which  will  include  many  advantages) 
for  the  benefit  of  its  employes. 

You  will  therefore  be  well  advised  not  to  promise  to  join  any  other  society 
until  further  details  of  the  proposed  sick  and  benefit  society  has  been  published. 

The  following  organising  committee  has  been  appointed  pro  tern,  to 
formulate  plans  for  carrying  out  the  proposal,  the  members  of  which  will  be 
pleased  to  receive  suggestions.  (Here  follow  the  names  of  representatives  of 
eight  departments.) 
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In  all  probability,  many  large  firms  will  follow  the  example  set  by  the 
management  of  this  particular  concern,  and  endeavour  to  form  within  their 
own  works  branches  of  an  approved  society,  which  will  “ include  many 
advantages  ” to  its  employes.  - 

Trade  Unionists,  however,  will  be  well  advised  to  take  this  matter  into 
their  own  hands]  and  to  avail  themselves  to  the  full  of  the  benefits  embodied 
in  the  Act,  and  as  a result  of  their  own  efforts  and  management  secure  for 
themselves  the  “ many  advantages  ” indicated  in  the  above  circular,  at  the 
.same  time  preserving  that  which  is  so  vital  to  their  own  interests — namely, 
their  independence. 

After  giving  the  matter  their  fullest  consideration  the  Parliamentary 
-Committee  came  to  the  unanimous  decision  to  advise  the  Executive  Com- 
mittees of  all  affiliated  societies  to  strongly  recommend  their  members  not 
to  join  any  approved  society  other  than  the  one  connected  with  their  own 
Trade  Union. 

Joint  Committee  of  Trade  Unionists  and  Co-operators. 

The  Parliamentary  Committee  have  also  had  under  consideration  a 
communication  received  within  the  past  few  days  from  the  general  secretary 
of  the  Co-operative  Union  drawing  attention  to  the  fact  that  several  Trade 
Unions  have  ignored  the  regulations  adopted  by  the  Trades  Union  and 
Co-operative  Congresses  for  the  settlement  or  arbitration  of  disputes  arising 
between  societies  affiliated  to  those  bodies,  and  entered  upon  strikes  before 
consulting  or  invoking  the  aid  of  the  Joint  Board. 

The  Parliamentary  Committee  deem  it  desirable  to  remind  societies 
affiliated  to  Congress  that  machinery  is  at  hand  for  dealing  with  questions 
arising  between  members  of  Trade  Unions  and  co-operative  societies,  as 
embodied  in  the  following  regulations  : — - 

Rules  and  Regulations. 

For  the  conduct  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Trade  Unionists  and  co-operators 
appointed  to  deal  with  disputes  arising  between  co-operative  societies  and 
their  Trade  Unionist  employes. 

The  following  resolution  was  passed  by  the  Co-operative  Congress  held  at 
Bristol  in  May,  1893  : — 

‘ 1 That  in  view  of  the  importance  of  there  being  a mutual  good  under- 
standing between  the  two  great  Labour  organisations — co-operation  and 
Trade  Unions — it  is  desirable  that  a plan  should  be  adopted  for  arbitrating 
upon  any  disputes  which  may  unfortunately  arise  between  co-operative 
societies  and  their  employes,  and  that  for  this  purpose  the  rules  for  a 
Joint  Committee,  as  now  submitted  by  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  be 
adopted  by  this  Congress.” 

Whereupon  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  bodies  agreed  to  adopt  the 
following  rules  for  the  conduct  of  the  J oint  Committee  : — 

Rules  for  the  Conduct  of  Joint  Committee. 

1.  That  there  be  a Joint  Committee  consisting  of  four  representatives  from 
the  Trades  Union  Parliamentary  Committee  and  four  representatives  from  the 
Co-operative  Union. 

2.  That  the  duty  of  this  Committee  shall  be  to  make  full  inquiry  into  all 
disputes  arising  between  the  co-operative  societies  and  their  employes. 

3.  That  the  Committee,  on  hearing  of  any  such  dispute,  shall  communicate 
with  the  parties  thereto,  and  offer  their  services  as  arbitrators. 

4.  That,  in  the  event  of  the  offer  of  the  Committee  being  declined,  they 
shall  have  power,  on  their  own  initiative,  to  make  all  necessary  inquiry,  if  in 
their  discretion  such  action  be  deemed  justifiable. 

5.  That  the  Committee  shall  make  a report  of  the  result  of  their  inquiry  : — 

(a)  To  the  parties  to  the  dispute. 

(b)  To  the  respective  Congresses. 

But  it  shall  be  understood  that  when  the  Committee  take  action  on  their  own 
initiative  their  decision  shall  not  be  considered  as  binding  on  either  party. 
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6.  That  the  Joint  Committee  shall  make  an  annual  report  to  each  Congress. 
The  report  shall  contain  full  particulars  relating  to  the  number,  nature,  and 
result  of  each  dispute  inquired  into  during  the  year. 

7.  That  the  Committee  be  called  together  in  the  month  of  October  in  each, 
year  to  arrange  the  order  of  their  proceedings  for  the  next  twelve  months. 

8.  That  the  applications  for  the  services  of  this  Committee  be  made  as. 
follows : — 

(a)  By  any  body  of  Trade  Unionists — to  the  Secretary  .of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress. 

(b)  By  any  co-operative  society — to  the  secretary  of  the  Co-operative- 

Union. 

The  following  provisions  have  been  added  by  the  Trades  Union  Congress- 
Parliamentary  Committee,  and  affect  the  trade  societies  more  particularly.  In 
accordance  with  the  resolution  passed  at  the  Trades  Union  Congress  held 
in  1896:  — 

1.  On  a dispute  arising  between  a Trade  Union  and  a co-operative  society,, 
the  Trade  Union  shall  intimate  the  difference  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee,  and  on  the  Trade  Union  agreeing  to  pay  the  expenses, 
that  may  be  incurred,  if  not  otherwise  met  by  the  parties  involved ; 

The  matter  be  at  once  placed  before  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  and  Co-operative  Union; 

Or  be  immediately  referred  to  impartial  referees  mutually  appointed  by 
the  parties  to  the  dispute,  whose  decision  in  either  case  shall  be  final  andi 
binding. 

2.  Any  co-operative  or  trade  society  delaying  or  refusing  to  have  the- 
difference  arranged  by  either  of  these  means  to  be  reported  to  the  Trades  Union 
Congress  and  Co-operative  Congress,  to  be  further  dealt  with. 


In  1899  the  Joint  Committee  also  adopted  the  following  regulations,  which.' 
have  received  the  approval  of  the  Parliamentary  Committees  of  both: 
bodies,  viz.:  — 

Disputes. 

(a)  That  co-operative  factories,  workshops,  and  stores  should  pay  the 
recognised  Trade  Union  rates  of  wages  and  work  the  recognised  union  hours, 
prevailing  in  each  particular  branch  of  industry  and  in  the  district  in 
which  their  workshops,  factories,  or  stores  are  situated. 

( b ) All  complaints  on  the  part  of  a society  or  its  workers  in  regard  to- 
the  conditions  of  labour  connected  with  that  particular  society  should  be- 
submitted  to  the  Joint  Committee  before  either  a strike  or  lock-out. 
takes  place. 

(c)  Any  society  or  body  of  workers  acting  contrary  to  this  regulation 
(b)  shall  be  deemed  to  be  in  the  wrong  until  work  has  been  resumed  and 
the  matter  in  dispute  submitted  in  a constitutional  way  to  the  Joint 
Committee. 

(i d ) In  the  event  of  either  co-operative  committees  or  the  workmen 
interested  refusing  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  Joint  Committee,  they 
shall  be  reported  to  their  respective  Congresses,  who  may  deal  with  them 
by  expulsion  or  otherwise. 


At  a meeting  of  the  Joint  Committee  held  on  October  26th,  1908,  it  was 
pointed  out  that  the  objects  for  which  the  Joint  Committee  was  established,  as 
laid  down  in  its  rules  and  regulations,  was  “ to  arbitrate  upon  any  disputes, 
which  may  unfortunately  arise  between  co-operative  societies  and  their 
employes.”  The  nature  of  “ disputes  ” was  afterwards  defined  in  resolutions, 
passed  by  both  Trades  Union  and  Co-operative  Congresses  as  being  such 
disputes  as  came  under  the  following  heads,  viz. : — 

(a)  Co-operative  factories,  workshops,  or  stores  should  pay  recognised 
Trade  Union  rate  of  wages  and  work  the  recognised  union  hours  prevailing 
in  each  particular  branch  of  industry  in  the  district  where  such  factories, 
workshops,  or  stores  are  situated. 

(b)  Complaints  in  regard  to  the  conditions  of  labour,  connected  with 
any  particular  society,  as  relating  to  the  points  referred  to  in  paragraph  (a), 
are  to  be  submitted  to  the  arbitration  of  this  Joint  Committee  before  either 
a strike  or  lock-out  takes  place. 
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As  in  some  instances  matters  have  been  brought  before  this  Committee  in 
the  form  of  complaints  or  claims,  which  have  not  been  properly  submitted  to, 
or  considered  by,  the  management  of  the  employing  society  and  its  employes 
or  their  union,  and  are  not  so  much  actual  disputes  between  the  parties  as 
they  are  complaints  or  claims  made  by  one  or  the  other  of  them,  it  was  decided 
that  in  future  the  Committee  should  proceed  on  the  following  lines,  viz. : — 

On  receiving  an  application  from  a Trade  Union  or  a co-operative  society 
for  the  services  of  this  Committee  in  the  case  of  an  alleged  complaint  or 
dispute,  the  secretaries  shall  obtain  from  the  applicant)  union  or  society : — 

(а)  Detailed  information  in  regard  to  all  points  of  the  dispute. 

(б)  Ascertain  whether  the  dispute  has  been  the  subject  of  consideration 
between  the  managing  body  of  the  employing  society  and  their  employes, 
either  directly  or  through  their  Trade  Union. 

(c)  If  the  dispute  has  been  considered  as  above,  ascertain  what  was 
the  result,  and  what  are  the  main  points  of  difference  and  dispute. 

(d)  Having  obtained  this  information,  ask  each  party  to  furnish  a 
complete  statement  of  the  case  from  its  point  of  view. 

When  full  information,  as  above  described,  has  been  obtained  by  the 
secretaries,  the  same  shall  be  typed  or  printed,  and  copies  sent  out  to  all  the 
parties  concerned,  as  well  as  to  the  members  of  the  Joint  Committee. 

The  secretaries  will  then  convene  a meeting  of  the  Joint  Committee,  and 
invite  each  party  to  the  dispute  to  be  represented  thereat,  and  to  give  such 
evidence  as  may  be  required. 

On  behalf  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee, 

W.  Thorne,  Chairman, 

C.  W.  Bowerman,  Secretary. 


THE  INDUSTRIAL  COUNCIL. 

As  a result  of  the  recent  dispute  between  the  societies  affiliated  to 
the  Transport  Workers’  Federation  and  the  employers  connected  with  the 
Port  of  London  Authority,  the  Industrial  Council,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Government,  has  undertaken  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  the  observance 
of  industrial  agreements,  the  precise  terms  of  reference  being : (1)  What 
is  the  best  method  of  securing  the  fulfilment  of  industrial  agreements?  (2) 
How  far  and  in  what  manner  should  industrial  agreements  which  are  made 
between  representative  bodies  of  employers  and  of  workmen  be  enforced 
throughout  the  particular  trade  or  district? 

The  Industrial  Council  entered  upon  the  inquiry  towards  the  end  of 
June,  and  evidence  has  been  tendered  by  representatives  of  employers  and 
employed  from  the  following : London  Carmen’s  Trade  Union,  Dock, 
Wharf,  and  Riverside  Workers’  Union,  Tinplate  trade,  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Steel  and  Iron  Workers  of  Great  Britain,  Amalgamated  Society 
of  Carpenters  and  Joiners,  Amalgamated  Union  of  Cabinet  Makers,  Notting- 
ham Lace  Manufacturers’  Association,  Transport  Workers’  Federation, 
Sailors  and  Firemen’s  Union,  Pottery  Workers,  Boilermakers’  Society, 
National  Society  of  Brassworkers,  National  Federation  of  Blastfurnacemen, 
Boot  and  Shoe  Manufacturers’  Federation,  Swansea  Harbour  Trust, 
Building  Trades  Employers’  Federation,  Huddersfield  and  District  Woollen 
Manufacturers  and  Spinners’  Association,  Huddersfield  and  District  Yam 
Spinners’  Association,  South  Wales  Steel  Association,  Steel  Ingot  Makers' 
Association,  Printers  and  Allied  Trades  Association,  Scottish  Trades  Union 
Congress,  Irish  Trades  Union  Congress,  Houlder  Bros.,  London  Society  of 
Compositors,  Typographical  Association,  National  Union  of  Bookbinders 
and  Machine  Rulers,  and  the  Amalgamated  Union  of  Bakers  and 
Confectioners.  Further  evidence  is  to  be  taken  when  the  Industrial  Council 
reassembles  in  October  next. 
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The  principle  of  making  voluntary  agreements  arrived  at  between 
representative  bodies  of  employers  and  employed  legally  enforceable  upon 
employers  in  a particular  trade  or  area  has  been  considered  by  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee,  who  came  to  the  conclusion  that  any  well-considered 
plan  to  strengthen  and  bring  into  a more  general  observance  trade  agree- 
ments duly  ratified  by  employers  and  employed  would  be  beneficial  as 
tending  to  reduce  the  number  of  irregular  disputes,  and  a resolution  to 
that  effect  was  forwarded  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Industrial  Council. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Council  held  on  the  31st  of  July  the  Chairman 
(Sir  G.  R.  Askwith)  made  the  following  statement : — 

We  heard  yesterday  the  representatives  of  the  Trades  Union  Congresses 
of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  it  might  be  supposed,  naturally,  that  we  should 
have  communicated  with  the  Trades  Union  Congress  of  England.  That  has 
been  done,  and  I think  I should  bring  before  the  Council  the  reply  from  the 
Trades  Union  Congress  of  England  to  a request  or  suggestion  whether  they 
desired  to  give  evidence.  Their  reply  is  as  follows:  — 

“The  Trades  Union  Congress  Parliamentary  Committee, 

“ General  Buildings,  Aldwych,  London,  W.C., 

“ July  19th,  1912. 

“ H.  J.  Wilson,  Esq.,  Registrar,  Industrial  Council. 

“ Dear  Sir, — Your  communication  of  the  25th  ult.  was  duly  considered  by 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  at  their  meeting  held  yesterday,  and  I was 
instructed  to  reply  that,  inasmuch  as  four  members  of  the  Committee  are 
serving  upon  the  Council,  and  two  or  three  have  given  evidence  before  the 
Council  as  representatives  of  their  respective  societies,  the  Committee  do  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  appoint  witnesses  to  give  further  evidence. 

“After  giving  the  subject  under  investigation  by  the  Council  their  full 
and  close  consideration,  the  Committee  passed  the  following  resolution,  and 
directed  me  to  forward  a copy  'to  you  : — 

“‘That  this  Parliamentary  Committee  hereby  declares  that  any' well- 
considered  plan  to  strengthen  and  bring  into  a more  general  observance  trade 
agreements  duly  ratified  between  the  recognised  leaders  of  employers  and 
workmen  will  be  beneficial  and  reduce  the  number  of  irregular  disputes.’ 

“ Yours  faithfully, 

“(Signed)  “ C.  W.  Bowerman,  Secretary.” 

As  regards  the  inquiry  that  I have  undertaken  to  make  in  Canada,  I 
would  like  to  say  that  I am  not  proposing  only  to  take  the  official  view  of  the 
question  in  Canada  relating  to  trade  disputes,  but  that  one  of  the  objects  of 
the  inquiry  on  the  spot  is  to  obtain  the  views  of  both  employers  and  repre- 
sentatives of  the  workpeople.  In  that  connection  Mr.  Bowerman,  as  Secretary 
of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  here,  has  intimated  to  me  that  such  communi- 
cation with  the  workpeople  in  order  to  ascertain  the  views  of  the  workpeople 
is  one  with  which  he  entirely  agrees,  and  he  has  promised  to  give  me  every 
facility  for  communication  with  them  in  order  to  obtain  their  opinions  and 
views  upon  the  matter  in  Canada.  In  the  same  way  I shall  endeavour  to  get 
into  touch  with  the  employers,  or  associations  of  employers,  who  are  concerned, 
and  if  any  members  of  the  Council  connected  with  the  employers’  side  desire 
me  to  see  any  particular  association,  or  any  particular  employer,  I shall  be  very 
glad  if  they  will  communicate  with  me  on  the  subject  and  give  me  such 
assistance  as  they  can. 


FAIR  WAGES  CLAUSES  IN  CONTRACTS. 

The  following  important  circular  was  issued  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  September,  and  circulated  to  County  and  Town  Councils,  County 
Standing  Joint  Committees,  Metropolitan  Borough  Councils,  Urban  and 
Rural  District  Councils,  Boards  of  Guardians,  and  to  the  Visiting  Com- 
mittees of  County  and  Borough  Asylums  : — 

Local  Government  Board,  Whitehall,  S.W., 

2nd  September,  1911. 

Sir, — I am  directed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  local  authority  to  the  accompanying  memorandum  embodying  the 
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resolution  passed  by  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  10th  March,  1909,  on  the 
subject  of  fair  wages  clauses  in  Government  contracts,  and  the  recommenda- 
tions made  by  the  Advisory  Committee  of  representatives  of  Government 
Departments  which  has  been  established  as  suggested  in  paragraph  124  of  the 
report  of  the  Fair  Wages  Committee  of  1908  (Cd.  4422). 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Advisory  Committee  recommend  that  clauses  such 
as  those  inserted  in  Government  contracts  should  also  be  introduced  into 
contracts  which  are  not  entered  into  by  Government  Departments,  but  which 
involve  the  expenditure  of  public  money  or  other  consideration  granted  by  a 
Government  Department  or  which  require  the  approval  of  the  Department. 

It  appears  to  the  Board  that  the  policy  adopted  in  the  case  of  Government 
contracts  should  be  followed  in  the  cases  of  all  contracts  for  the  execution  of 
works  or  the  supply  of  materials  which  are  entered  into  by  local  authorities  or 
by  or  on  behalf  of  any  committee  wholly  or  in  part  appointed  by  a local 
authority.  Whilst  they  are  aware  that  many  local  authorities  specify  in  their 
contracts  conditions  to  be  observed  by  the  contractor  as  to  rates  of  wages 
and  other  matters  affecting  persons  employed  by  him,  the  Board  think  that  in 
every  case  the  authority  should  give  the  matter  careful  consideration  with  the 
view  to  the  introduction  in  the  contracts  of  clauses  on  the  lines  of  those 
inserted  in  Government  contracts. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  Monro,  Secretary. 

To  the  Clerk  to  the  Local  Authority. 

FAIR  WAGES  CLAUSES  IN  GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS. 

The  following  clauses  recommended  by  the  Fair  Wages  Advisory  Com- 
mittee for  general  use  in  Government  contracts,  with  a view  to  carrying  out 
the  objects  of  the  Fair  Wages  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Commons,  have 
been  generally  adopted  by  the  contracting  Department : — 

For  Inclusion  in  all  Contracts. 

1.  Fair  Wages  Clause. — The  contractor  shall  in  the  execution  of  his 
contract  observe  and  fulfil  the  obligations  upon  contractors  specified  in  the 
resolution  passed  by  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  10th  March,  1909,  namely : 
“ The  contractor  shall  ....  pay  rates  of  wages  and  observe  hours  of 
labour  not  less  favourable  than  those  commonly  recognised  by  employers  and 
trade  societies  (or,  in  the  absence  of  such  recognised  wages  and  hours,  those 
which  in  practice  prevail  amongst  good  employers)  in  the  trade  in  the  district 
where  the  work  is  carried  out.  Where  there  are  no  such  wages  and  hours 
recognised  or  prevailing  in  the  district,  those  recognised  or  prevailing  in  the 
nearest  district  in  which  the  general  industrial  circumstances  are  similar  shall 
be  adopted.  Further,  the  conditions  of  employment  generally  accepted  in  the 
district  in  the  trade  concerned  shall  be  taken  into  account  in  considering  how  far 
the  terms  of  the  Fair  Wage  Clauses  are  being  observed.  The  contractor  shall 
be  prohibited  from  transferring  or  assigning,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  any 
person  or  persons  whatever,  any  portion  of  his  contract  without  the  written 
permission  of  the  Department.  Sub-letting,  other  than  that  which  may  be 
customary  in  the  trade  concerned,  shall  be  prohibited.  The  contractor  shall 
be  responsible  for  the  observance  of  the  Fair  Wages  Clauses  by  the  sub- 
contractor.” 

' 2.  Exhibition  of  Notice  at  Works. — The  contractor  shall  cause  the 
preceding  condition  to  be  prominently  exhibited  for  the  information  of  his 
workpeople,  on  the  premises  where  work  is  being  executed  under  the  contract. 

3.  Inspection  of  Wages  Books,  Etc. — The  contractor  shall  keep  proper 
wages  books  and  time  sheets,  showing  the  wages  paid  and  (so  far  as  practicable) 
the  time  worked  by  the  workpeople  in  his  employ  in  and  about  the  execution 
of  the  contract,  and  such  wages  books  and  time  sheets  shall  be  produced  when- 
ever required  for  the  inspection  of  any  officer  authorised  by  the  Department.* 

For  Inclusion  in  Contracts  in  Certain  Trades. 

4.  Factory  Clause. — All  work  executed  under  the  contract  shall  be  carried 

out  at  the  contractor’s  own  factory  or  workshop  at  ,or  other  place 

approved  by  the  Department,*  and  no  work  under  the  contract  shall  be  don© 
in  the  homes  of  the  workpeople. 

5.  Direct  Payment  of  Wages. — All  wages  earned  by  workers  engaged  on 
work  under  the  contract  shall  be  paid  directly  to  them  and  not  through  a 
foreman  or  others  supervising  or  taking  part  in  the  operations  on  which  the 
workers  are  engaged. 


Specify  the  Department. 
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Semi-Government  Contracts. 

The  Fair  Wages  Advisory  Committee  have  recommended  that  in  the  case 
of  contracts  which  are  not  entered  into  by  a Government  Department,  but  which 
involve  the  expenditure  of  public  money  or  other  consideration  granted  by  the 
Department,  or  which  have  to  be  approved  by  a Government  Department,  the 
Department  concerned  should  adopt  the  principle  already  followed  in  some 
instances  and  should  require  the  insertion  in  such  contracts  of  Fair  Wages 
Clauses  on  the  lines  of  those  inserted  in  Government  contracts,  with  such 
modifications  as  may  be  necessary  in  particular  cases. 

March,  1911. 


LABOUR  DAILY  NEWSPAPER. 

The  following  communications  have  passed  between  the  Parliamentary 
■Committee  and  the  directors  of  Labour  Newspapers  Limited,  which  company 
will  be  responsible  for  producing  the  “ Daily  Citizen  — 

February  19th,  1912. 

Mr.  A.  Henderson,  Secretary,  the  Labour  Party. 

Dear  Mr.  Henderson, — Arising  out  of  the  discussion  which  took  place 
at  the  Labour  Party’s  Conference  with  reference  to  the  action  of  this  Committee 
in  appointing  two  representatives  upon  the  management  committee  of  the 
“Daily  Herald”  Publishing  Company,  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  at  their 
meeting  held  last  week,  directed  me  to  write  to  you  and  to  state  that  in 
appointing  such  representatives  they  had  no  intention  of  taking  sides  with 
either  of  the  two  projects,  and  that  they  are  quite  willing  to  consider  any 
application  that  may  be  made  to  them  in  connection  with  the  “ Daily  Citizen.” 
You  will  remember  that  at  the  Newcastle  Congress  full  opportunity  was 
given  to  representatives  of  both  papers  to  address  Congress  upon  the  subject 
of  inviting  support  to  their  respective  journals.  Since  then  no  communication 
has  reached  the  Committee  from  the  management  of  the  “Daily  Citizen.” 

I enclose  copy  of  the  Committee’s  minutes  of  their  meeting  held  on  the 
17th  August,  when  the  deputation  from  the  Labour  Party  attended. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  W.  Bowerman,  Secretary. 

32,  Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W., 

March  4th,  1912. 

The  Trades  Union  Congress  Parliamentary  Committee. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman,  General  Buildings,  Aldwych,  W.C. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Henderson,  which 
Mr.  Henderson  handed  to  my  directors  to  be  dealt  with,  1 am  instructed  by  the 
board  to  say  that  it  was  understood  as  a result  of  the  interview  with  the 
deputation  which  waited  upon  you  on  the  17th  August  last  you  were  to  con- 
sider the  proposal  then  made  to  you  that  you  should  be  officially  connected  with 
us,  and  let  us  have  your  decision.  As  no  communication  from  you  reached  us, 
we  had  to  make  other  arrangements,  and  now  in  view  of  the  public  association  of 
your  Committee  with  the  “ Daily  Herald  ” my  directors  are  of  opinion  that 
no  useful  purpose  would  be  served  by  our  reopening  the  subject.  , 

Yours  faithfully, 

Clifford  Allen,  Secretary. 

The  Trades  Union  Congress  Parliamentary  Committee, 

42-44,  Effingham  House,  Arundel  Street,  Strand,  W.C., 

March  6th,  1912. 

Mr.  C.  Allen,  Secretary,  London  Newspapers  Limited. 

Dear  Sir, — I duly  received  your  communication  of  4th  inst.  replying  to 
my  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Henderson,  and  note  that  you  state  “no  useful 
purpose  would  be  served  by  our  reopening  the  subject,”  which  shall  in  due 
course  be  reported  to  the  Committee. 

I can  only  reply  that  from  the  time  the  informal  invitation  was  extended 
to  the  Parliamentary  Committee  in  August  last,  no  communication  of  any  kind 
appears  to  have  been  received  by  them  from  yourself  or  those  in  whose  behalf 
you  have  written. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  W.  Bowerman,  Secretary. 
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32,  Victoria  Street,  London,  S.W., 

20th  March,  1912. 

Trades  Union  Congress  Parliamentary  Committee. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman,  Secretary,  General  Buildings,  Aldwych,  W.C. 

Dear  Sir,— Your  letter  of  the  6th  inst.  was  placed  before  my  board  at 
its  meeting  on  Friday  last,  and,  in  reply  to  it,  I was  instructed  to  say  that  the 
deputation  which  waited  upon  the  Parliamentary  Committee  conveyed  to  it 
a specific  invitation  to  co-operate  with  the  committee  promoting  the  national 
Labour  newspaper.  We  waited  for  your  reply  and  never  received  it.  Up  to 
the  very  last  we  kept  the  question  of  your  representation  upon  the  board  of 
directors  open,  and  at  length  had  to  make  other  arrangements,  as  we  took 
your  silence  to  mean  either  that  you  were  not  sufficiently  interested  in  our 
venture  to  help  us  with  it  or  that  you  were  opposed  to  it. 

We  have  no  means  of  knowing  under  what  circumstances  you  agreed  to 
be  officially  connected  with  the  newspaper,  the  finances  of  which  are  held  to 
be  inadequate  by  everybody  who  has  had  any  experience  of  newspaper  ventures, 
and  whose  publication  and  certain  failure  will  only  add  to  the  obstacles  that 
are  at  present  in  the  way  of  the  successful  establishment  of  a Labour  organ, 
but  when  we  saw  that  you  had  become  associated  with  that  venture  we  took 
it  as  evidence  that  you  had  rejected  our  proposal,  or  that  in  any  event  you 
did  not  intend  to  take  advantage  of  it. 

Regarding  the  inadequate  finances  of  that  paper,  you  will  no  doubt 
remember  that  in  your  own  circular  of  May  7th,  1904,  you  laid  it  down  that  the 
minimum  capital  required  for  the  establishment  of  a Labour  daily  would  be 
something  between  £120,000  and  £150,000.  Further,  in  your  circular  of 
February  28th,  1908,  you  again  suggested  that  a limited  liability  company 
should  be  established  with  a capital  of  £100,000.  We  feel  that  these  two  state- 
ments prove  how  clearly  you  have  recognised  in  the  past  the  vital  necessity  of 
a substantial  capital*  in  order  that  any  Labour  newspaper,  established,  may 
be  without  danger  of  collapse. 

There  was  nothing  left  for  us,  therefore,  but  to  go  on  with  our  own 
arrangements,  leaving  the  Parliamentary  Committee  out  of  the  question. 

You  will  have  seen  that  we  had  to  complete  the  articles  of  association, 
and  to  lay  down  in  them  (as  the  law  compels  us  to  do)  the  composition  of  our 
board  of  directors. 

We  could  not  now  make  any  provision  for  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
to  be  represented  without  troublesome  and  expensive  alterations  of  those 
documents  which  have  been  filed  and  legally  completed. 

It  was  with  the  greatest  regret  that  my  board  instructed  me  to  write 
my  letter  of  the  4th  inst.,  but  I am  sure  you  will  see  that  no  blame  was  attached 
to  us,  that  we  did  everything  we  could  to  enlist  your  sympathy,  and  that 
your  failure  to  respond  compels  us  to  go  on  without  you.  My  board  is  quite 
confident  that  when  you  report  this  matter  to  the  Trades  Union  Congress 
delegates  will  agree  that  there  was  nothing  left  for  us  to  do  but  what  we  have 
done. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Clifford  Allen,  Secretary. 

The  Trades  Union  Congress  Parliamentary  Committee, 

42-44,  Effingham  House,  Arundel  Street,  Strand,  W.C., 

March  25th,  1912. 

Mr.  Clifford  Allen,  Secretary,  Labour  Newspapers  Limited. 

Dear  Sir, — I duly  placed  before  the  Parliamentary  Committee  your  com- 
munication of  the  20th  inst.,  in  which  you  give  your  board’s  reasons  for  their 
inability  to  accept  the  co-operation  of  the  Committee  in  the  promotion  of  the 
“Daily  Citizen,”  which  have  materially  modified  the  abruptness  of  your 
previous  communication  of  the  4th  inst.,  in  which,  in  reply  to  the  Committee’s 
statement  that  they  were  quite  willing  to  consider  any  application  that  might 
be  made  to  them  in  connection  with  the  projected  daily  paper,  you  stated 
•that  “ no  useful  purpose  would  be  served  by  our  reopening  the  subject.” 

With  reference  to  the  inquiry  embodied  in  the  second  paragraph  of  your 
letter,  I have  to  state  that  before  agreeing  to  appoint  two  representatives 
upon  the  management  committee  of  the  “Daily  Herald”  the  Committee 
received  an  official  and  written  imitation  to  co-operate  with  the  board  of  that 
concern,  and  thereupon  they  decided  to  give  it  the  desired  encouragement. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  W.  Bowerman,  Secretary. 
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SIR  CHARLES  DILKE  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL  FUND. 

In  October  of  last  year  a communication  was  received  from  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  Sir  Charles  Dilke  Memorial  Hospital  Fund,  inviting 
your  Committee  to  appoint  representatives  to  serve  upon  the  International 
Council.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  appended  correspondence,  your  Chairman 
and  Secretary  were  appointed  to  act  upon  the  Committee. 

Meredith,  Gloucester, 

9th  October,  1911. 

Dear  Sir,— From  enclosed  draft  you  will  see  that  steps  are  being  taken 
for  a memorial  to  Sir  diaries  Dilke.  In  support  of  the  appeal  it  is  proposed 
to  form  an  International  Council,  and  as  Sir  Charles  Dilke  was  so  deeply 
interested  m Labour  questions,  the  Executive  Committee  are  desirous  of  having 
on  this  Council  the  names  of  a few  representative  Labour  Members  I 
consulted  Mr.  Arthur  Henderson,  M.P.,  on  the  subject,  and  he  suggested  that 
I should  ask  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  to 
be  so  good  as  to  make  a nomination.  Will  you,  therefore,  kindly  make  our 
wishes  known  to  your  Committee? 


C.  W.  Bowerman,  M.P.,  Secretary. 


Yours  truly, 

W.  Wedberburn. 


21st  October,  1911. 

Sir  William  Wedderburn,  Bart.,  Deputy  Chairman,  Sir  Charles  Dilke  Memorial 
Hospital  Fund,  Meredith,  Gloucester. 


Dear  Sir, — Your  communication  of  the  9th  inst.  with  reference  to  the 
proposed  memorial  to  the  late  Sir  Charles  Dilke  was  considered  by  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  at  their  meeting  held  this  week,*  and  they  have  appointed; 
their  Chairman  (Mr.  W.  Thorne,  M.P.)  and  myself  to  act  upon  the  International 
Committee. 

I need  hardly  assure  you  that  in  such  a matter  the  efforts  of  yourself  and 
colleagues  will  receive  the  fullest  measure  of  sympathy  and  support  at  the 
hands  of  this  Committee. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  W.  Bowerman,  Secretary. 

Memorial  to  Sir  Charles  Dilke. 

When  friends  of  Sir  Charles  Dilke  took  up  this  question,  it  soon  became 
evident  that  the  undertaking  could  not  be  restricted  to  the  Forest  of  Dean 
or  the  county  of  Gloucester.  In  every  quarter  of  the  world  there  are  to  be 
found  sympathisers  desirous  of  associating  themselves  with  the  movement, 
and  the  provisional  committee  have  therefore  decided  to  make  the  appeal  a 
general  one,  extending  it  to  all  who  appreciate  his  great  and  manifold  services 
to  the  United  Kingdom  and  “ Greater  Britain,”  and  including  also  foreign 
States,  where  he  had  many  friends  and  admirers. 

In  determining  the  nature  of  the  memorial  it  is  felt  that,  looking  to  the 
life-long  work  of  Sir  Charles  on  behalf  of  the  labouring  poor,  there  could  not 
be  a better  purpose  than  the  relief  of  the  physical  suffering  incidental  to 
dangerous  industries.  The  committee  therefore  propose  that  the  memorial 
should  take  the  form  of  a free  hospital,  to  be  called  “ The  Dilke  Memorial 
Hospital.”  And  as  regards  the  choice  of  a locality,  it  seems  peculiarly 
appropriate  that  such  a memorial  to  their  late  Member  should  be  located 
among  the  workers  of  his  own  constituency,  since  it  was  the  unfailing  devotion 
of  the  Foresters  which  enabled  him  to  place  his  services  at  the  command  of 
the  poor  and  suffering  in  every  part  of  the  world.  Moreover,  in  the  Forest 
area,  there  has  long  existed  a sorely  felt  need  for  medical  and  surgical  aid 
available  on  the  spot.  Within  this  area  about  5,600  men  and  boys  are  employed 
in  the  collieries,  and  300  or  400  on  the  quarries,  besides  many  tin-workers, 
dockers,  railwaymen,  etc.  Altogether  there  is  a population  of  at  least  7,000 
working  people,  with  an  average  of  accidents,  slight  and  serious,  amounting  to 
about  20  in  the  week;  and  the  distance  by  hilly  roads  to  the  Royal  Infirmary 
in  Gloucester  is  too  great  to  take  an  injured  man,  suffering  acutely,  and  some- 
times nearly  dead.  It  can  confidently  be  affirmed  that  there  are  few,  if  any, 
similar  industrial  districts  in  this  country  where  charitable  treatment,  medical 
and  surgical,  is  so  far  to  seek.  The  “ Speech  House,”  where  courts  were  held 
to  administer  the  Forest  law,  is  the  ancient  centre  of  the  mining  industry; 
it  is  at  the  Speech  House  that  Sir  Charles  loved  to  reside;  and  it  is  there 
that  the  free  hospital  should  be  placed,  a fitting  memorial  of  a strenuous  life 
devoted  to  the  cause  of  suffering  humanity. 
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It  is  roughly  estimated  that  a substantial  beginning  of  the  building  and 
equipment  can  be  made  with  a sum  of  £3,000,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  friends 
of-  Sir  Charles  will  combine  to  provide  this  amount.  For  purposes  of  mainten- 
ance an  endowment  fund  will  be  required,  in  addition  to  what  may  be  obtained 
from  the  workers. 

Lord  Beauchamp,  as  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County,  has  agreed  to  accept 
the  chairmanship  of  the  Executive  Committee,  working  in  co-operation  with  a 
National — or  International — Council,  which  it  is  proposed  to  form  of  influential 
supporters  of  the  movement,  whose  names  would  be  a guarantee  td  friends 
residing  in  the  Colonies,  in  India,  in  the  United  States,  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  and  in  more  distant  foreign  lands. 


ENGINEMEN  AND  CRANEMEN’S  SOCIETY  AND  THE  SPRING- 
FIELD  STEEL  COMPANY. 

As  far  as  back  as  May  of  last  year  your  Committee  received  a com- 
munication from  the  Executive  of  the  National  Amalgamated  Society  of 
Enginemen,  Cranemen,  Boilermen,  Firemen,  and  Electrical  Workers 
inviting  their  assistance  in  obtaining  district  rates  of  pay  and  overtime 
conditions  for  their  members  employed  at  the  Springfield  Steel  Company’s 
works.  Representations  were  made  to  the  Admiralty  upon  the  subject, 
but  it  was  not  until  Octpber  last  that  the  following  reply  was  received : — 

Admiralty,  25th  October,  1911. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  your  letter  of  12th  June,  1 am  commanded  by  my 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  inform  you  that  inquiry  has  been  made 
into  the  complaints  made  against  the  Springfield  Steel  Company  Limited,  of 
Glasgow,  and  the  firm  have  undertaken  to  make  the  following  alterations  in 
their  wages  and  conditions  of  work : — 

(1)  To  pay  time  and  a-half  to  the  cranemen,  sawmen,  boilermen,  and 
any  other  workmen  employed  on  the  Sunday  night  shift  for  all  time  worked 
up  to  12  midnight; 

(2)  to  advance  the  wages  of  the  boilermen  to  4s.  6d.  per  shift, 
continuing  to  pay  the  gratuity  of  £2  per  annum  to  the  day  boilerman  if  no 
complaint  is  made  of  the  stoking; 

(3)  to  limit  the  day  shift  for  the  boilerman  on  Saturday  to  2 p.m. ; and 

(4)  to  pay  the  boilerman  a shift  and  a-half  for  the  Sunday  shift  from 
6 a.m.  to  6 p.m. 

After  careful  consideration  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  my  lords 
do  not  consider  that  any  further  intervention  on  their  part  is  required. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

. ' W.  Graham  Greene. 

C.  W.  Bowerman,  Esq.,  M.P.,  42-44,  Effingham  House,  Arundel  Street,  W.C. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  the  general  secretary 
of  the  Enginemen  and  Cranemen’s  Society  : — 

18,  Parliament  Street,  Stockton-on-Tees, 

October  27th,  1911. 

Dear  Mr.  Bowerman, — I have  your  favour  of  the  26th  inst.,  enclosing  copy 
of  letter  you  have  received  from  the  Admiralty. 

Please  accept  our  thanks  for  your  help,  and  forward  same  on  our  behalf 
to  the  Admiralty  for  their  intervention. 

The  amended  conditions  will  increase  the  men’s  earnings  considerably, 
though  they  are  not  quite  as  good  as  they  ought  to  be.  For  instance,  I cannot 
see  why  the  time  and  a-half  should  stop  at  12  midnight  Sunday  when  it  is 
paid  in  other  works  till  6 a.m.  Monday. 

However,  we  have  made  considerable  advancement  in  the  right  direction, 
And  I hope  that  the  men  will  feel  duly  grateful. 

I am,  yours  truly, 

John  Baker. 
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INTERNATIONAL  CONGRESS  RE  PREVENTION  OF  ACCIDENTS  TO 
WORKMEN  AND  INDUSTRIAL  HYGIENE. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a communication  was  received  from  the 
committee  of  the  “ Congres  Technique  International  de  Prevention  des 
Accidents  des  Travail  et  d ’Hygiene  Industrielle,”  inviting  your  Committee 
to  be  represented  at  a Congress  to  be  held  in  Milan  on  May  27th  to  31st. 
The  Chairman  (Mr.  W.  Thorne)  was  deputed  to  attend,  but  at  the  last 
moment  was  unable  to  go,  the  Secretary  (Mr.  Bowerman)  attending  in  nis 
stead.  Official  representatives  from  nearly  every  European  country  were 
present. 

Forty-one  reports  were  read  and  discussed  during  the  five  days, 
embracing  a wide  range  of  subjects,  as  will  be  gleaned  from  the  foEowing 
heads,  and  throughout  the  proceedings  were  followed  with  keen  and  earnest 
interest : — 

Discussions. 

Monday. — Manipulation  and  setting  of  straps  and  bands  on  wheels ; 
protection  in  connection  with  rolling  mills  for  metals,  misers,  and  mills  for 
caoutchouc;  elimination  of  dust,  ventilation,  and  humidity  in  cotton  sheds. 

Tuesday. — Methods  of  eliminating  lye,  and  ameliorating  the  atmosphere 
in  workshops  devoted  to  dyeing,  silk  weaving,  etc;  hydro-extractors  working, 
eentrifugally — their  construction  and  necessary  conditions  to  be  observed  to 
guarantee  safety  of  workers. 

Wednesday. — Protection  against  increased  voltage  in  electric  currents  of 
low  voltage. 

Thursday. — General  communications  ; industrial  hygiene. 

Friday. — Security  for  workers  generally. 

Communications  on  Different  Subjects. 

Considerations  and  apparatus  for  safety  in  the  manipulation  of  leather 
bands  and  straps  in  machinery. 

Protective  apparatus  in  rolling  mills. 

Humidity,  ventilation  in  cotton  factories. 

Dust  removal,  heating,  and  humidity  in  textile  industry,  as  affected, 
by  climate. 

Elimination  of  dust  in  card-rooms. 

Amelioration  of  the  atmosphere  and  elimination  of  lye,  steam,  etc.,  in. 
silk  factories. 

Brakes  for  eentrifugally  working  hydro  extractors. 

Protection  against  electrical  surtensions. 

Adequate  apparatus  for  preventing  accidents  arising  from  contact  of  high 
and  low  voltage. 

Elimination  of  dust  and  gas  in  printing  works. 

Removal  of  dangers  to  health  in  hat  manufactories. 

Means  adopted  in  factories  for  superphosphates  in  order  to  maintain  the- 
health  of  the  workers. 

The  safety  engineer  on  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company. 

Appropriate  illumination  for  the  prevention  of  accidents  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  sight  of  the  workmen. 

Lighting  from  the  standpoint  of  public  safety  and  industrial  hygiene. 

Sufficient  rest  time. 

Automatic  couplings  for  wagons. 

Principles  of  construction  of  respirators  against  dust  and  of  p®ntective? 
eyeglasses. 

Prevention  of  danger  by  signalling. 

Safety  appliances  for  metal  presses. 

The  Necessity  of  Sufficient  Light  to  Prevent  Accidents. — An  examina- 
tion of  the  causes  of  accidents  shows  that  it  is  dangerous  to  have  too  bright 
a light  or  too  insufficient  a light  on  the  moving  portions  of  machines.  When 
this  so  happens  the  workman  is  often  placed  in  an  awkward  position,  owing 
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to  the  efforts  he  has  to  make  to  see  that  his  work  is  done  properly.  He  often 
increases  the  risks  he  would  ordinarily  run. 

Means  for  removing  lye  and  steam  in  silk  spinning  works,  for  ventilating 
silk  manufactories,  and  for  moistening  the  air  therein. 

Persons  employed  in  closed  rooms  consume  the  oxygen  therein,  conse- 
quently the  air  must  be  changed.  (1)  The  exchange  of  air  should  be  at  the 
rate  of  60  cubic  metres  per  hour  and  per  person.  (2)  The  absolute  moisture 
of  the  air  must  not  exceed,  from  a hygienic  point  of  view,  20  grammes  per  cubic 
metre. 

Safeguards  by  Signalling,  Etc. — In  1902  the  Congress  on  Accidents  held 
at  Dusseldorf  adopted  unanimously  the  following  resolution:  “The  permanent 
committee  shall  be  instructed  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  secure  the 
adoption  of  a special  colour  in  which  the  dangerous  portions  of  machines  shall 
be  painted — this  for  the  common  protection  of  the  workers  in  all  countries.” 

An  extremely  interesting  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Tolman, 
delegate  to  the  Congress  from  the  United  States  Navy  and  Director  of  the 
American  Museum  of  Safety,  with  reference  to  the  spread  of  the  establish- 
ment of  such  museums,  in  which  are  on  exhibition  all  kinds  of  devices  for 
safeguarding  the  lives,  limbs,  and  health  of  those  engaged  in  industrial 
pursuits.  It  appears  that  there  are  already  14  Museums  of  Safety 
established  in  Europe  and  one  in  Montreal,  Canada.  In  the  Berlin 
Museum — maintained  entirely  by  the  State — wherever  possible,  the 
machines  are  of  full  size  and  are  power-driven,  showing  the  safety  devices 
in  operation,  whilst  in  the  courtyard  safety  scaffolding,  ladders,  and  other 
appliances  for  use  in  the  building  trades  are  demonstrated.  Within  are 
found  various  exhaust  systems  for  dust,  smoke,  and  vapours,  exhibits 
showing  the  nutrition  of  various  food  stuffs,  models  of  workmen’s  dwellings, 
systems  of  ventilation  and  heating — everything  concerning  the  protection 
of  the  workman  while  at  his  work  or  at  home.  Similar  museums  have 
been  established  in  America,  Paris,  Vienna,  Munich,  Milan,  Amsterdam, 
Moscow,  Zurich,  Stockholm,  Copenhagen,  Dresden,  Helsingfors,  Budapest, 
and  Gratz. 


CANADIAN  TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS. 

An  official  communication  has  been  received  from  Mr.  Draper, 
secretary  of  the  Trades  and  Labour  Congress  of  Canada,  suggesting  an 
interchange  of  fraternal  delegates  between  that  body  and  the  British  Trades 
Union  Congress.  The  following  correspondence  has  passed  upon  the  subject, 
and,  after  giving  the  matter  very  careful  consideration,  your  Committee 
deemed  it  desirable  to  submit  the  invitation  to  Congress:  — 

929,  Eleventh  Avenue  East,  Vancouver,  B.C., 

October  6th,  1911. 

Dear  Mr.  Bowerman, — I wrote  to  Mr.  Steadman  prior  to  the  holding  of  our 
Trades  Congress  Convention  (not  knowing  of  his  death  until  later)  in  regard 
to  an  exchange  of  fraternal  delegates  between  British  and  Canadian  Congresses, 
and  suggested  that  the  subject  might  be  broached  in  some  way  at  the  Newcastle 
Convention,  and  so  save  a year’s  possible  delay  in  the  consummation  of  the 
project,  as  I felt  sure  my  resolution  would  prevail  at  our  Calgary  Convention. 

I enclose  a brief  report  of  our  last  gathering,  and  you  will  doubtless  receive 
from  our  Secretary  Draper  the  official  invitation  to  be  represented  when  we 
meet  in  Guelph,  Ontario,  next  year.  I suppose,  should  the  matter  not  have  been 
formally  sanctioned  by  the  Newcastle  Convention,  that  there  will  still  be  a 
possibility  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  taking  some  definite  action  on  the 
matter. 

One  difficulty  is  the  date  of  our  respective  Conventions,  both  being,  I 
believe,  regularly  held  in  September.  The  Canadian  Congress  has  been  held 
later  than  Labour  Day  (first  Monday  in  September),  owing  to  the  fact  that  our 
Trades  Councils  look  to  their  Labour  Day  efforts  to  raise  the  reedful  funds  in 
order  to  send  their  delegates  over  our  big  distances.  Still,  there  is  nothing 
prohibitive  in  the  matter  of  dates. 
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While  I was  in  Britain  upon  emigration  business  a number  of  prominent 
members  of  your  Congress  spoke  to  me  about  such  an  exchange  as  we  have  now 
invited,  the  idea  being,  I noted,  that  you  would,  instead  of  sending  two 
delegates  to  the  A.F.  of  L.,  send  one  there  and  one  to  Canada.  Such  an  idea 
would  have  an  advantage  in  that  no  more  expense  would  be  incurred  by  your 
organisation,  but,  of  course,  this  is  entirely  your  business.  I mention  it  because 
it  seemed  to  be  the  prevailing  idea  among  those  who  thought  at  all  of  the 
matter. 

You  will,  of  course,  look  upon  this  letter  as  a personal  one,  for  while  I am 
very  much  interested  in  every  move  made  by  or  for  our  Canadian  Congress,  I 
have  no  “official”  right  to  correspond  with  you  upon  this  matter.  As  I am 
responsible  for  the  present  step,  I am  naturally  anxious  to  see  it  carried 
through  and  to  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting  one  of  the  “stalwarts  ” at  Guelph 
next  September. 

I think  we  cannot  do  better  than  send  you  Secretary  Draper  as  a start 
from  this  side,  provided  he  could  make  the  return  journey  in  time  to  attend 
to  his  own  organisation  in  Convention,  which  would  be  his  chief  difficulty. 

Yours  sincerely, 

W.  R.  Trotter. 

December  8th,  1911. 

Dear  Mr.  Trotter,— Considerable  delay  has  arisen  in  replying  to  your  letter 
regarding  an  exchange  of  fraternal  delegates  between  the  British  and  Canadian 
Congresses,  various  reasons  being  responsible  for  such  delay.  But,  as  you 
stated  in  your  letter  that  we  should  be  receiving  an  official  invitation  from 
Secretary  Draper,  I thought  it  desirable  to  hold  over  the  reply  until  we  had 
received  his  letter,  which  up  to  the  moment  of  writing  has  not  come  to  hand. 

The  position  of  the  matter  is  : Your  first  letter  was  read  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  when  they  met  in  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  but  as  it  was  then 
too  late  to  deal  with  the  matter  for  this  year,  it  was  decided  to  remit  the 
subject  to  the  Committee  to  be  elected  by  Congress  the  following  week. 

The  Committee  felt,  however— and  you  have  also  referred  to  the  point — 
that  the  fact  that  both  Congresses  meet  during  the  same  month  may  present  a 
difficulty,  and  that  it  would  involve  appointing  a delegate  a year  in  advance. 
Of  course,  that  need  not  be  an  insuperable  difficulty,  but  it  is  a point  which 
the  Committee  feel  requires  some  consideration.  Presumably,  the  date  of  your 
Congress  is,  like  ours,  fixed  by  Standing  Order. 

So  far  as  the  idea  of  sending  a fraternal  delegate  is  concerned,  I may  say 
that  the  Committee  is  favourable  to  such  a course,  provided  the  dates  can  be 
satisfactorily  arranged.  As  soon  as  we  receive  Secretary  Draper’s  letter  the 
whole  matter  will  be  formally  considered,  and  you  shall  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  result. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  W.  Bowerman.. 

Trades  and  Labour  Congress  of  Canada, 

Regina,  Saskatchewan,  Canada, 

July  25th,  1912: 

Mr.  Bowerman,  Secretary  of  Trades  Congress. 

Dear  Bowerman, — I learn  from  Secretary  Draper,  of  our  Congress,  that  no- 
further  communication  has  yet  been  received  since  acknowledgment  of  official' 
letter  from  him  in  reference  to  the  exchange  of  fraternal  delegates  between 
Canada  and  Britain. 

I suppose  the  matter  will  have  been  deferred  until  your  1912  Convention, 
which  meets,  I believe,  about  first  week  in  September.  If  thig  is  so,  I hope  you 
will  wire  us  the  result  of  your  deliberations  to  Secretary  Draper,  so  that  we 
can  take  action  at  the  Guelph  Convention  and  Canadian  Congress,  which 
convenes  on  September  9th  of  this  year.  A simple  cable  announcing  that 
delegate  was  elected  to  attend  our  1913  Convention  would  be  all  that  is  necessary 
to  enable  us  to  elect  one  to  attend  your  Convention  of  next  year. 

Now  that  this  matter  has  been  brought  to  this  point,  I am  personally 
anxious  that  no  hitch  should  occur  that  can  be  avoided.  Some  of  us  have 
worked  towards  an  exchange  ever  since  the  matter  was  first  mooted  in  your 
Parliamentary  Committee  during  one  of  my  visits  to  London. 

As  we  are  meeting  the  week  following  your  Convention  this  year,  a wire 
would  be  necessary  in  order  that  we  should  be  aware  what  action  you  have- 
taken.  Send  name  of  your  delegate. 

Yours  sincerely, 

W.  R.  Trotter,  Organiser.. 
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Your  Committee  have  given  due  consideration  to  the  invitation 
extended  to  the  British  Trades  Union  Congress  to  send  a fraternal  delegate 
to  the  Canadian  Trades  and  Labour  Congress,  and  they  recommend  that 
the  matter  be  favourably  considered.  Your  Committee  have  also  considered 
the  question  of  opening  up  communications  with  the  representative  Trade 
Union  bodies  on  the  Continent  with  a view  to  an  exchange  of  fraternal 
delegations  and  the  collection  of  reliable  foreign  information  relating  to  the 
work  and  progress  of  the  Trade  Union  movement,  and  in  this  direction  also 
they  recommend  that  action  should  be  taken. 


THE  LAW  AS  TO  ORGANISED  LABOUR. 

Lecture  to  Trade  Union  Officials. 

In  April  last  your  Committee  invited  the  officials  of  the  various  Trade 
Unions  in  London  to  meet  in  the  Essex  Hall,  Essex  Street,  Strand,  London, 
for  the  purpose  of  hearing  a lecture  by  Mr.  John  H.  Greenwood  (barrister-at- 
law,  of  the  Inner  Temple)  upon  the  subject  of  “ The  Law  as  to  Organised 
Labour.”  The  invitation  was  well  responded  to,  and  the  lecture  listened  to 
with  keen  interest  and  appreciation.  At  that  particular  moment  resolutions 
were  being  forwarded  to  the  Government  by  Chambers  of  Commerce  and 
bodies  of  employers,  urging  an  amendment  of  the  Trade  Disputes  Act,  as  far 
as  picketing  is  concerned,  so  that  the  time  for  delivering  such  a lecture  was 
well  chosen.  A full  report  of  the  proceedings,  including  the  discussion  follow- 
ing the  lecture,  appeared  in  the  Quarterly  Report  for  June,  and  in  view  of  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  your  Committee  have  had  the  address  reprinted,  so 
that  copies  might  be  distributed  to  the  delegates  attending  Congress.  lour 
Committee  and  those  present  at  the  gathering  felt  greatly  indebted  to  Mr. 
Greenwood,  whose  services  were  voluntarily  and  freely  placed  at  their 
service. 


WORLD  PETITION  TO  PREVENT  WAR  BETWEEN  NATIONS. 

The  following  circular  was  issued  by  the  Parliamentary  Committee  in 
April  last : 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  affiliated  societies. 

Gentlemen, — Recently  a most  interesting  communication  wras  received 
by  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  setting  forth  the  steps  which  are  being 
taken  to  secure  the  signatures  of  working  people  to  a world  petition  to  prevent 
war  between  nations,  and  inviting  your  Committee  to  give  their  assistance 
in  the  matter. 

In  view  of  the  resolution  unanimously  passed  in  September  last  at  the 
Newcastle  Congress  in  favour  of  International  Peace,  and  bearing  in  mind 
the  many  similar  resolutions  which  have  been  passed  at  previous  Congresses, 
your  Committee  readily  consented  to  comply  with  the  request,  and  they  now 
invite  the  co-operation  of  the  officials  of  all  affiliated  societies  in  bringing 
the  world  petition  before  the  members  at  their  branch  meetings. 

The  petition  is  in  the  following  terms : 

To  the  Governments  represented  at  the  Third  Hague  Peace  Conference. 

We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  different  nations,  believing  that  the 
adjustment  of  all  international  interests  by  treaties  and  by  arbitration  will 
Teduce  the  necessity  of  armaments  and,  as  a result,  lead  to  a gradual 
reduction  of  armaments  themselves,  as  well  as  to  an  improvement  of  the 
economic  and  political  condition  of  the  nations, 
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Hereby  express  our  gratitude  for  the  official  steps  already  taken  towards 
this  end,  and 

Desiring  to  support  further  concerted  action, 

Respectfully  petition,  that  at  the  Third  Hague  Peace  Conference  con- 
ventions be  agreed  upon,  by  virtue  of  which  all  nations  shall  mutually  pledge  ' 
themselves,  that  any  change  concerning  the  autonomy  and  territorial  integrity 
of  any  nation  shall  be  brought  about,  exclusively,  by  treaties  to  be  concluded 
with  the  voluntary  consent  of  all  nations  concerned  in  any  given  case ; secondly, 
to  adjust  all  other  international  interests  also  by  treaties,  as  far  as  possible, 
and  to  refer  difficulties,  which  may  arise  from  these  other  interests  and  are 
not  settled  by  diplomatic  negotiations,  to  an  International  Court  of  Arbitration 
pledged  to  respect  the  above  guarantee  jiertaining  to  the  nations’  autonomy 
and  territorial  integrity. 

All  that  is  necessary  to  be  done  is  for  the  officers  to  bring  the  matter 
to  the  notice  of  their  members,  obtain  their  consent  to  the  society’s  officials 
signing  the  petition,  and  intimating  the  number  of  members  on  whose  behalf 
they  have  been  authorised  to  sign.  There  is  no  need  for  the  members  to  sign 
the  petition  individually. 

Further  copies  of  the  world  petition  will  be  forwarded  upon  application  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  at  above  address ; and,  when 
signed,  the  petitions  should  be  forwarded  to 

* Yours  faithfully, 

On  behalf  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee, 

C.  W.  Bowerman,  Secretary. 


TRADE  UNION  BANK. 

The  following  communication  appeared  in  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee’s quarterly  report  for  June  last : 

“ The  solidarity  of  Labour,  if  it  is  a good  thing,  is  worth  working  for.  It 
has  been  said  that  the  Parliament  of  Labour  does  nothing  in  haste ; with 
equal  truth  it  may  be  added  that  it  does  very  little  in  leisure.  True,  it 
works  at  high  pressure  for  a few  days  now  and  then,  consuming  a vast 
amount  of  material  in  the  shape  of  time  and  temper  supplied  without  stint 
by  large  bodies  of  eager  delegates  anxious  to  get  things  done.  But  m the 
circumstances  of  the  case  the  output  of  actual  achievement  is  strictly 
limited  to  the  quantity  of  stuff  that  can  be  got  through  the  bottle  neck 
tube  of  a Congress  in  a given  time.  The  delegates  disperse ; the  pressure  is 
taken  off ; output  ceases. 

“ Labour  requires  its  central  association  just  as  much  as  any  of  the 
other  great  parties  in  the  State,  with  committees  in  continuous  session  to 
advance  as  fast  as  they  ripen  all  questions  affecting  Labour  right  on  to  the 
concrete  phase  ready  for  submission  to  the  Congress  next  ensuing.  Many 
no  doubt  delude  themselves  into  the  belief  that  we  have  that  already,  but 
they  are  deceived.  The  machinery  is  there,  but  there  is  no  steam  behind 
the  piston.  We  are  ably  served  by  our  trusted  leaders,  who  spare  not  them- 
selves, but  we  ought  not  to  expect  an  output  of  bricks  if  we  stint  the 
supply  of  clay  and  of  straw. 

“ The  point  is  this  : The  most  urgent  need  of  Labour  at  this  moment  is  a 
Cabinet  of  Labour  to  direct,  co-ordinate,  and  control  all  main  efforts  for 
the  amelioration  of  Labour  conditions  which  they  officially  sanction  and 
adopt  as  a plank  in  our  platform ; enabled  to  give  sufficient  continuous  time 
to  these  duties ; with  ample  funds  at  their  disposal  to  give  effect  to  their 
decisions;  and  driving  force  sufficient  to  have  them  carried  out  without 
vexatious  delays. 
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“ Take  the  case  of  a Labour  newspaper : This  question  has  come  to  the 
front ; everybody  wants  it ; there  is  no  opposition ; who  can  doubt  that  very 
quickly  it  will  become  a valuable  asset,  yielding  a satisfactory  return  on 
the  capital  invested?  Even  if  run  for  a year  or  two  at  a loss  the  ulterior 
advantage  would  far  outweigh  any  likely  deficiency  on  a trading  account, 
for  Labour  would  have  found  its  daily  voice.  Why  should  not  a Cabinet  of 
Labour  be  empowered  to  do  such  a thing  out  of  hand,  from  money  under 
their  control  designedly  placed  there  for  such  or  cognate  purposes?  From 
the  first  profits  of  the  undertaking  the  capitalisation  could  be  returned  to 
the  central  fund  with  interest,  and  perhaps  a modest  premium.  Even  if 
the  premium  were  substantial  the  flotation  would  be  cheaper  than  Stock 
Exchange  terms  if  all  tales  are  true. 

“ Again,  let  us  take  another  pressing  need.  By  taking  their  banking 
business  to  the  joint  stock  banks  we  Trade  Unionists  contribute  our  share 
to  the  substantial  dividends  regularly  paid  by  these  indispensable  institu- 
tions. Surely  a combinaton  of  Trade  Unions  could  be  brought  about  suffi- 
ciently powerful  to  create  and  control  our  own  banking  machinery,  to  serve 
our  own  legitimate  purposes,  and  so  free  us  from  the  tryanny  of  those  others 
who,  whenever  the  pinch  comes,  sardonically  cut  our  hamstrings. 

“ The  formation  of  a central  fund  of  £100,000  is  suggested  to  be  placed 
unconditionally  under  the  control  of  our  leaders  for  application  in  the  instal- 
lation and  equipment  of  any  self-supporting  enterprise  approved  by  the 
voice  of  Labour  and  needed  to  supply  a felt  Labour  want,  first  profits  to  be 
applied  in  replenishing  the  central  fund.” 

Without  expressing  any  definite  opinion  upon  this  important  subject, 
your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  matter  might  well  be  referred  to 
the  newly-elected  Parliamentary  Committee,  who,  after  full  consideration, 
could  report  to  next  Congress. 


JOINT  COMMITTEE  OF  TRADE  UNIONISTS  AND  CO-OPERATORS. 

Meeting  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Trade  Unionists  and  Co-operators, 
held  on  the  premises  of  the  Co-operative  Society  Limited,  Lawrence  Hill, 
Bristol,  on  Wednesday,  December  27th,  1911. 

Present : Representing  the  Co-operative  Union — Messrs.  J.  Davison, 
T.  Redfearn,  B.  Williams,  and  A.  Whitehead  ; representing  the  Trades  Union 
Parliamentary  Committee:  Messrs.  C.  W.  Bowerman,  M.P.,  J.  A.  Seddon, 
and  W.  Thorne,  M.P. 

Absent:  Mr.  W.  Mullin  (Trades  Union  Parliamentary  Committee). 

1.  Chairman. — Resolved:  “That  Mr.  W.  Thorne  be  appointed 

'chairman.” 

2.  Minutes.: — The  minutes  of  previous  meeting,  held  August  9th,  1911, 
were  taken  as  read,  and  accepted  as  correct. 

3.  Rules  and  Regulations. — Strike  at  Avonmouth  Mill. — It  was 
reported  that  a strike  had  been  entered  upon  at  the  C.W.S.  Avonmouth 
flour  mill  before  submitting  the  case  for  consideration  by  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee, thus  violating  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  Co-operative  and  Trades 
Union  Congresses. 

The  secretaries  of  the  Amalgamated  Union  of  Co-operative  Employes 
(Mr.  A.  Hewitt)  and  the  Dockers’  Union  (Mr.  Geater)  were  called  in,  and  the 
Chairman  informed  them  of  the  steps  that  should  have  been  taken  before 
calling  out  the  men.  The  former  stated  that  the  matter  had  been  considered 
by  the  Executive  of  the  A.U.C.E.,  and  they  were  of  opinion  that  the 
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question  under  discussion  was  not  one  that  came  within  the  purview  of  the 
Joint  Committee,  as  they  thought  that  it  was  a case  of  victimisation  of 
two  men,  and  could  not  be  classed  under  the  heads  provided  in  the  rules 
and  regulations.  The  secretary  of  the  Dockers’  Union  stated  that  his  union 
was  of  opinion  that  it  was  a case  for  consideration  by  the  Joint  Committee, 
and  that  they  had  drawn  the  attention  of  the  A.U.C.E.  to  this. 

Both  secretaries  were  then  asked  whether  their  unions  were  agreed 
to  accept  the  arbitration  of  the  Joint  Committee;  but  in  the  case  of  the 
A.U.C.E.  the  secretary  could  not  say  that  they  would  be  so  prepared  to 
accept  the  award.  The  Dockers’  secretary  intimated  that  his  union  had 
agreed  to  abide  by  the  finding  of  the  Committee  whatever  it  may  be.  Mr. 
Hewitt  and  Mr.  Geater  then  explained  their  reasons  for  the  opinion  that 
it  was  a case  of  victimisation,  and  stated  that  their  unions  would  not  agree 
to  the  return  to  work  unless  the  two  men  were  reinstated.  * 

The  C.W.S.  representatives  (Messrs.  A.  Deans,  H.  Elsey,  and  W. 
Lander),  along  with  the  manager  of  the  mill,  were  then  admitted,  and 
they  submitted  a written  statement  of  their  side  of  the  case.  Before  enter- 
ing into  details,  Mr.  Lander  entered  a strong  protest  on  behalf  of  the 
C.W.S.  directors  against  the  action  of  the  unions  in  entering  upon  a strike 
without  first  approaching  the  directors  when  they  failed  to  obtain  satis- 
faction from  the  manager  of  the  mill,  and  before  calling  in  the  services  of 
the  Joint  Committee.  He  thought  the  Joint  Committee  should  have  insisted 
on  a statement  being  prepared  and  submitted  by  the  A.U.C.E.  before  this 
meeting  was  arranged. 

After  entering  the  protest  the  directors  and  manager  were  questioned 
at  length  as  to  the  dismissal  of  the  two  men,  and  the  correspondence  that 
had  passed  between  the  A.U.C.E.  and  the  management  was  read. 

An  adjournment  for  tea  was  then  moved. 

Reassembling,  it  was  decided  to  have  present  all  the  representatives 
from  both  parties,  including  the  two  discharged  men.  This  was  done,  and 
evidence  taken  from  all  parties,  the  Committee  cross-questioning  wherever 
they  thought  fit.  By  this  means  a full  statement  was  obtained. 

After  the  parties  had  retired,  the  Committee  carefully  considered  all  the 
points,  and  eventually  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

That  before  giving  any  decision,  the  Joint  Committee  request  the  A.U.C.E. 
to  express  their  willingness  to  accept  the  arbitration  of  the  Joint  Committee; 
meantime,  a request  be  made  for  all  men  to  return  to  work,  and  that  the 
C.W.S.  directors  be  asked  to  acquiesce  in  such  a course  being  taken.  In  the 
event  of  either  party  not  accepting,  then  a further  meeting  of  the  Committee 
shall  be  held  in  Bristol  on  Tuesday,  January  2nd,  1912,  at  2-45  p.m. 

The  secretary  of  the  A.U.C.E.  was  then  asked  to  obtain  the  approval  of 
his  committee  to  the  proposal,  and  to  forward  a reply  to  the  secretary  of 
the  Joint  Committee  by  Friday,  the  29th  instant.  The  directors  of  the 
C.W.S.  were  asked  if  they  would  agree  to  the  mills  being  opened  at  once 
and  allowing  all  the  men  to  return  to  work.  Mr.  Lander  pointed  out  the 
difficulties  in  the  way,  but  promised  to  submit  the  question  to  the  full 
board  of  directors  on  Thursday,  the  28th,  and  intimate  their  decision  to 
the  general  secretary  of  the  Co-operative  Union  immediately. 

W.  Thorne,  Chairman. 

C.  W.  Bowerman,  1 Joint 
A.  Whitehead,  j Secretaries. 


Meeting  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Trade  Unionists  and  Co-operators, 
held  on  the  premises  of  the  Co-operative  Society  Limited,  Lawrence  Hill, 
Bristol,  on  Tuesday,  January  2nd,  1912. 
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Present:  Representing  the  Co-operative  Union  Limited — Messrs.  J. 
Davison,  T.  Redfearn,  B.  Williams,  and  A.  Whitehead;  representing  the 
Trades  Union  Parliamentary  Committee:  Messrs.  C.  W.  Bowerman,  M.P., 
J.  A.  Seddon,  and  W.  Thorne,  M.P. 

Absent : Mr.  W.  Mullin  (Trades  Union  Parliamentary  Committee). 

1.  Minutes. — The  minutes  of  previous  meeting,  held  December  27th, 
1911,  were  read  and  accepted  as  correct. 

2.  The  correspondence  with  the  C.W.S.  was  read,  in  which  it  was 
noted  that  they  agreed  to  accept  the  decision  of  the  Joint  Committee  in 
regard  to  the  dispute,  but  they  could  not  act  upon  the  suggestion  that  the 
works  be  opened,  allowing  all  the  men  to  resume  work  pending  the  decision 
of  the  Joint  Committee.  In  order  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  complications 
arising,  they  thought  “ it  would  be  the  wisest  course  to  allow  the  mill  to 
remain  stopped,  as  doubtless  the  finding  of  the  Joint  Committee  would  be 
made  known  within  the  next  few  days.” 

The  reply  of  the  A.U.C.E.  was  read,  but  it  was  not  possible  to  say 
whether  they  had  agreed  to  accept  the  finding  of  the  Joint  Committee  or 
not,  but  they  recommended  all  the  men  to  return  to  work  at  once.  Seeing 
that  it  was  not  clear  whether  the  A.U.C.E.  had  decided  to  accept  the  finding 
of  the  Joint  Committee,  it  was  agreed  that  a wire  be  sent  to  Mr.  Hewitt, 
asking  him  if  his  letter  meant  that  the  A.U.C.E.  were  prepared  to  accept  the 
decision  of  the  Committee. 

3.  After'  carefully  considering  the  evidence  submitted,  the  following 
resolutions  were  adopted,  viz.  : — 

(a)  This  Committee  is  unanimously  of  opinion  that  neither  Clemo  nor  Stone 
was  discharged  for  any  part  they  had  taken  in  the  work  of  their  respective 
Trade  Unions. 

( b ) That  the  ordinary  custom  of  dismissing  stationary  boiler-firemen  had 
not  been  observed  in  the  case  of  Stone,  such  custom  being  at  least  one  week’s 
notice  or  wages  in  lieu  of  notice.  We  therefore  recommend  compensation 
accordingly. 

(c)  That  this  Committee  recommend  the  reopening  of  the  mill  at  once,  and 
that  all  the  other  employes-  be  reinstated  in  their  former  positions. 

( d ) Bearing  in  mind  the  repeated  statements  by  Mr.  Lander  that  any 
further  points  in  dispute  would  be  considered  by  the  C.W.S.  directors,  we  urge 
upon  the  A.U.C.E.  the  necessity  of  submitting  the  same  without  delay. 

(e)  We  regret  that  the  A.U.C.E.  have  not  carried  out  the  proper  procedure 
and  regulations  of  submitting  the  case  to  the  Joint  Board  prior  to  entering 
upon  a strike,  bearing  in  mind  that  the  said  Joint  Committee  was  established 
some  years  ago  to  settle  disputes  between  co-operators  and  their  employes  in 
the  interests  of  industrial  peace. 

(/)  That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  immediately  to  the 
secretaries  of  the  A.U.C.E.  and  the  C.W.S. 

W.  Thorne,  Chairman. 

C.  W.  Bowerman,  ) Joint 
A.  Whitehead,  \ Secretaries. 


Meeting  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Trade  Unionists  and  Co-operaturs, 
held  on  the  premises  of  the  Co-operative  Society  Limited,  10,  Aloion 
Street,  Leeds,  on  Thursday,  April  11th,  1912. 

Present:  Representing  the  Co-operative  Union  Limited — Messrs.  J. 
Davison,  T.  Redfearn,  B.  Williams,  and  A.  Whitehead;  representing  the 
Trades  Union  Parliamentary  Committee  : Messrs.  C.  W.  Bowerman,  M.P., 
W.  Mullin,  J.P.,  J.  A.  Seddon,  and  W.  Thorne,  M.P. 

1.  Minutes. — The  minutes  of  previous  meeting  held  January  2nd, 
1912,  were  read  and  accepted  as  correct. 
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2.  Carters’  Dispute. — The  meeting  was  convened  to  consider  a dispute 
as  to  the  wages  paid  to  employes  of  the  Leeds  Society  who  were  members 
of  the  United  Carters’  Association. 

After  deciding  upon  the  mode  of  procedure,  the  parties  to  the  dispute 
attended  before  the  Committee,  the  Carters’  Union  being  represented  by 
Messrs.  Armstead,  Barker,  Ellis,  and  Hilton,  and  the  Leeds  Co-operative 
Society  by  Messrs.  Healey,  Lloyd,  and  Briggs. 

Before  the  representatives  were  asked  to  make  their  statements,  the 
Chairman  intimated  to  the  carters’  representatives  that  the  fact  of  the 
meeting  being  held  on  the  premises  of  the  Leeds  Society  would  not  in  any 
way  influence  or  prejudice  the  case,  and  stated  that  the  Trades  Union  Con- 
gress representatives  had  made  application  for  the  use  of  the  room. 

Mr.  Hilton,  on  behalf  of  the  carters,  stated  their  claims,  and  made  a 
general  statement  as  to  the  wages  paid  to  carters,  etc.,  in  Leeds,  but 
acknowledged  there  was  no  minimum  rate  in  operation  except  that  of  th$ 
Leeds  Society. 

Mr.  Healey  replied  on  behalf  of  the  Leeds  Society,  and  Mr.  Lloyd 
supplemented  with  particulars  as  to  the  work  in  the  various  departments, 
and  the  special  consideration  given  by  the  committee  to  their  employes. 

After  the  lengthy  statements  made  by  both  parties  and  numerous 
questions  had  been  answered,  the  representatives  withdrew,  and  the  Joint 
Committee  considered  all  the  points  submitted. 

It  was  recognised  by  the  Joint  Committee  that  the  wages  paid  and  the 
conditions  under  which  the  men  worked  were,  on  the  whole,  superior  to 
those  generally  prevailing  in  Leeds.  The  promise  of  the  Leeds  Society’s 
representatives  that  they  were  prepared  to  consider  and  adjust  the  wages  at 
the  depots  was  accepted,  and  it  was  resolved:  — 

1.  That  equal  pay  be  made  for  similar  work  at  depots  to  that  prevailing  at 
Victoria  Bridge  and  St.  Peter’s. 

2.  That  2s.  be  paid  for  week-end  ostling. 

3.  That  the  21  carters  receiving  24s.  per  week  have  an  increase  of  Is. 
(viz.,  one  carter  at  Victoria  Bridge  and  20  at  the  depots). 

4.  That  the  United  Carters’  Association  of  England  be  requested  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  introduce  a minimum  wage  for  all  carters  in  Leeds,  as  the 
Joint  Committee  consider  it  would  be  unfair  to  again  approach  the  Leeds 
Society  for  an  increase  until  the  standard  rate  of  wages  in  Leeds  has  been 
brought  up  to  that  obtaining  in  the  Leeds  Society. 

W.  Thorne,  Chairman. 

A.  Whitehead,  ) Joint 

C.  W.  Bowerman,  1 Secretaries. 


Meeting  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  Trade  Unionists  and  Co-operators, 
held  in  the  Trades  Union  Congress  Parliamentary  Committee’s  Office, 
Aldwych,  London,  on  Wednesday,  May  15th,  1912,  at  2 p.m. 

Present : Representing  the  Co-operative  Union  Limited — Messrs.  J. 
Davison,  T.  Redfearn,  B.  Williams,  and  A.  Whitehead;  representing  the 
Trades  Union  Parliamentary  Committee : Messrs.  C.  W.  Bowerman,  M.P., 
W.  Mullin,  J.  A.  Seddon,  and  W.  Thorne,  M.P. 

1.  Minutes. — The  minutes  of  previous  meeting,  held  Apr>l  11th,  1912, 
were  read  and  accepted  as  correct. 

The  Secretaries  explained  the  reason  why  this  meeting  had  been  con- 
vened, stating  that  further  information  had  been  asked  for  by  the  Leedr 
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Society , on  receipt  of  the  award  given  at  the  last  meeting.  The  corre- 
spondence was  read,  and,  after  full  consideration,  the  following  resolutions 
were  passed:  — 


, , («>  That  this  Joint  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  they  have  the  right  to 
•+£  i?*0  conslderatf?n  the  conditions  under  which  men  labour  when  dealing 
with  the  wages  question,  and  claim  they  are  justified  in  making  awards  which, 
in  their  opinion,  are  warranted  after  hearing  the  evidence  of  both  sides. 

(h)  That,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  week-end  ostling  was  mentioned  in  the 
application  of  the  men  m the  first  instance,  this  Committee  acted  quite  within 
their  powers  in  adjudicating  on  the  point. 

(c)  In  considering  the  question  at  the  last  meeting  the  Committee  were 
under  the  impression  from  the  evidence  given,  that  the  men  had  at  least 
tjeillfoi’e  ,fi-xed  the  Payment  at  2s.  Further  information 
+ltted-  s,how®d  ^at  this  was  not  always  the  case.  They  therefore 
decided  to  rescind  section  (2)  of  the  award,  and  substitute  the  following 

^S‘  1)6  paid  w.e6h-end  ostling  where  six  or  more  horses  are 
ostled  by  one  man,  and  Is.  for  any  number  up  to  and  including  five. 


W.  Thorne,  Chairman. 

C.  W.  Bowerman,  ) Joint 
A.  Whitehead,  f Secretaries. 


OSBORNE  LEVY. 

£A  J?e1Qf0ll°^g  ls  ? comPlete  list  to  date  of  the  amounts  (totalling 
±4,000  13s.  lOd.)  which  have  been  received  on  account  of  the  levy 
imposed  in  connection  with  the  cost  of  the  appeal  to  the  House 
of  Lords  m the  case  of  “Osborne  v.  the  Amalgamated  Society  of 
Railway  Servants.  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  November  of  1910 
a circular  was  issued  m the  name  of  the  Joint  Board  calling  upon  the 
S Tr^d8  TaTahated  the  Trades  Union  Congress,  the  General  Federation 
of  Trade  Unions,  and  the  Labour  Party  to  bear  their  share  of  a proportionate 
Railway  Servants*  Society  might  be  reimbursed  the 
eavy  expense  incurred  m fighting  the  case  through  the  House  of  Lords 
There  are  still  certain  amounts  to  come  in,  but  your  Committee  are  able 

to  report  that  all  the  societies  affiliated  to  the  Trades  Union  Congress  have 
paid  their  share  of  the  levy  congress  nave 

Amalgamated  Association  of  Elastic  Web  Weavers,  Braid  Hands  etc  1 n 

Amalgamated  Association  of  Pressmen  5 C‘  i in  n 

Amalgamated  Carters  and  Lurrymen’s  Society  " 2 22  2 

Amalgamated  Edge  Tool  Trade  Protection  Society' A 22  2 

Amalgamated  Gilders’  Society  n n n 

Amalgamated  Jewish  Tailors'  inn 

Amalgamated  Moulders’  Union  o v 2 

Amalgamated  Musicians’  Union  I ~ 

Amalgamated  Operative  Lace  Makers’  Society  * ,2  2 

Amalgamated  Society  of  Anchorsmiths  and  Shackle  Makers n £ n 

Amalgamated  Society  of  Block  Roller  and  Stamp  Cutters  2 if  2 

Amalgamated  Society  Boot  and  Shoe  Makers  ... 2 22  n 

Amalgamated  Society  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  . no  in  n 

Amalgamated  Society  of  Core  Makers  , ^ a 

Amalgamated  Society  of  Cricket  Ball  Makers n f 2 

Amalgamated  Society  of  Farriers  V 2 

GioveS'";8:  •'  a»dGenoraI  Labourers  8 5 0 

Amalgamated  Society  of  Journeymen  Cioggers  V if  A' 

Amalgamated  Society  of  Lace  Pattern  Readers  and  Correctors n f n 

Amalgamated  Society  of  Leather  Workers  2 2 2 

Amalgamated  Society  of  Lithographic  Artists,"  diV".'!"'" 12b 

Amalgamated  Society  of  Lithographic  Printers  n o 0 

Amalgamated  Society  of  Paper  Makers  A ,2  X 

Amalgamated  Society  of  Railway  Servants  184  q 0 
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Amalgamated  Society  of  Shuttlemakers  

Amalgamated  Society  of  Tailors  

Amalgamated  Society  of  Telephone  Employes  

Amalgamated  Society  of  Watermen,  Lightermen,  etc 

Amalgamated  Society  of  Wood  Turners  and  Sawyers  

Amalgamated  Stevedores’  Labour  Protection  League  

Amalgamated  Street  Masons  and  Paviors  

Amalgamated  Toolmakers’  Society  

Amalgamated  Union  of  Bakers  and  Confectioners  

Amalgamated  Union  of  Cabinetmakers  

Amalgamated  Union  of  Clothiers’  Operatives  

Amalgamated  Union  of  Co-operative  Employes  

Amalgamated  Union  of  Engravers  to  Calico  Printers  

Amalgamated  Union  of  Machine  and  General  Labourers  

Amalgamated  Union  of  Operative  Bakers  and  Confectioners,  South  Wales 

Amalgamated  Union  of  Upholsterers  

Amalgamated  Weavers’  Association  

Arbroath  Mill  and  Factory  Workers’  Union  

Associated  Ironmoulders  of  Scotland  

Associated  Iron  and  Steel  Workers  of  Great  Britain  

Associated  Society  of  Locomotive  Engineers  and  Firemen  

Auxiliary  Society  of  Male  Lace  Workers  

Barge  Builders’  Trade  Union  

Beamers,  Twisters,  and  Drawers’  Amalgamatidn  

Belfast  Journeymen  Butchers’  Association  

Birmingham  Tinplate  Workers’  Society  

Birmingham  Women  Workers’  Organisation  Committee  

Boilermakers,  Iron  and  Steel  Shipbuilders  

Bolton  Engine  Attendants  and  Firemen’s  Society  

Bookbinders’  and  Machine  Rulers’  Consolidated  Union  

Bradford  and  District  Machine  Woolcombers’  Association  

Brechin  Mill  and  Factory  Operatives’  Society  

British  Labour  Amalgamation  

Burnley  Textile  Operatives’  Union  

Card  and  Blowing  Room  Operatives,  Amalgamated  Association  

Cardiff  Coal  Trimmers’  Society  

Card  Dressers’  Society  

Card  Setting  Machine  Tenters  

Central  Ironmoulders’  Society  

Chain  Makers  and  Strikers’  Association  

Chatham  Royal  Dockyard  Smiths’  Association  

Cigar  Box  Makers  and  Paperers’  Union  

Cigar  Makers’  Society  

Co'ngleton  Association  of  Trimming  Weavers  

Cumberland  Limestone  Quarrymen’s  Association  

Darwen  Power  Loom  Overlookers  

Denton  Silk  Hat  Trimmers’  Society  - 

Deptford  Victualling  Yard  Workers  

Dippers,  Placers,  Firemen,  and  Kilnmen’s  Society  

Dock,  Wharf,  Riverside,.. and  General  Workers’  Union  

Dundee  and  District  Calendar  Workers  

Dundee  and  District  Union  of  Jute  and  Flax  Workers  

Durham  Cokeworkers’  Society  

Durham  Colliery  Mechanics’  Association  ;■••• 

Durham  Deputies’  Mutual  Aid  Association  

Eastern  Counties  Agricultural  Labourers’  Union  

Electrical  Trades  Union  • 

Engine  Drivers,  Crane  Drivers,  Amalgamated  union  

Fabian  Society  

Federated  Builders’  Labourers  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  

Federated  Society  of  Coppersmiths,  Braziers,  and  Metal  Workers  

Federation  of  Salt  Workers,  Alkali  Workers,  etc 

Felt  Hat  Trimmers  and  Wool  Formers  Society  

Female  Cigar  Makers’  Union  

Fifeshire  and  Cloth  Lappers  and  Finishers  Association  


£ 

s. 

a. 

0 

15 

0 

35 

5 

0 

12 

10 

0 

7 

10 

0 

0 

12 

6 

10 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

11 

10 

0 

14 

0 

0 

6 

10 

0 

10 

0 

0 

72 

10 

0 

4 

0 

0 

2 

10 

O' 

0 

15 

0 

3 

15 

0 

281 

0 

0 

1 

10 

0 

20 

0 

0 

16 

5 

0 

52 

0 

O' 

1 

0 

0 

0 

17 

6 

13 

5 

0 

0 

10 

0 

3 

15 

0 

0 

15 

0 
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0 

0 

0 
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10 
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17 
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15 
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£ 8.  d. 

Flaxdressers’  Trad©  and  Benevolent  Society  ISO 

Floor  Cloth,  Linoleum,  and  Table  Cover  Printers  0 2 6 

Furness  Iron  Miners  and  Quarrymen’s  Society  ISO 

Furnishing  Trades  Association  16  0 0 

General  Amalgamation  of  Clothlookers  and  Warehousemen  3 2 6 

General  Railway  Workers’  Union  15  0 0 

General  Union  of  Associations  of  Loom  Overlookers  17  10  0 

General  Union  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  12  10  0 

General  Union  of  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Warp  Dressers  8 0 0 

General  Union'  of  Weavers  v .. .* 10  0 0 

Glasgow  Machine,  Engine,  and  Iron  Grinders’  Society  0 5 0 

Glass  Bottle  Makers’  Society  1 5 0 

Government  Stores  Clerical  Association  0 5 0 

Grimsby  Steam  Fishing  Vessels  Engineers  and  Firemen’s  Society  2 10  0 

Hey  wood  and  District  Union  of  Machine  and  General  Labour  0 5 0 

Huddersfield  and  Dewsbury  Power  Loom  Tuners  0 10  0 

Huddersfield  Healders  and  Twisters’  Trade  and  Friendly  Society  0 12  6 

Ironfounders’  Society  44  10  0 

Iron,  Steel,  and  Brass  Dressers  of  Scotland  3 0 0 

Journeymen  Felt  Hatters’  Society  10  0 0 

Journeymen  Hatters’  Fair  Trade  Union  1 10  0 

Labour  Protection  League  5 0 0 

Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Colliery  Firemen’s  Association  0 15  0 

Lancashire,  Cheshire,  and  North  Wales  Enginemen’s  Federation  3 15  0 

Leek  Textile  Federation  t 9 10  0 

Lithographic  Stone  and  Plate  Preparers’  Society  0 5 0 

Liverpool  Victoria  Employes’  Union  1 10  0 

London  Cab  Drivers’  Trade  Union  7 10  0 

London  Carmen’s  Trade  Union  12  10  0 

London  Consolidated  Society  of  Journeymen  Bookbinders  3 0 0 

London  Glass  Blowers’  Trade  Society  1 2 6 

London  Jewish  Bakers’  Union  0 7 9 

London  and  Provincial  Coachmakers’  Trade  Union  1 15  0 

London  and  Provincial  Clothiers’  Cutters  Trade  Union  0 17  6 

London  and  Provincial  Union  of  Hand-sewn  Boot  and  Shoe  Makers  ...  10  0 

London  Society  of  Compositors  30  5 0 

London  Society  of  Lithographic  Printers  10  0 

Macclesfield  Power  Loom  Silk  Weavers’  Society  2 0 0 

Machine,  Engine  and  Iron  Grinders’,  Rochdale  1 15  0 

Male  and  Female  Pottery  Workers’  Society  10  15  0 

Male  Relief  Stampers’  Society  0 5 0 

Mathematical,  Optical,  etc.,  Instrument  Makers  0 15  0 

Metal  Trades  Federation  : — 

Amalgamated  Society  of  Steel  and  Iron  Workers  of  Great  Britain  15  0 0 

Amalgamated  Tube  Makers  „ 0 5 0 

Amalgamated  Wire  Drawers’  Society  7 10  0 

Blastfurnacemen’s  Society  22  10  0 

Brassworkers  and  Metal  Mechanics,  National  Society  17  10  0 

British  Steelsmelters  40  0 0 

Galvanised  Hollowware  Steel  Metal  Workers  1 5 0 

Midland  Counties  Trade  Federation  2 10  0 

National  Steel  Workers’  Asso.,  Engineering  and  Labour  League  3 15  0 

Plate,  Spoon,  and  Fork  Filers’  Society  0 5 0 

Railway  Spring  Makers’  Society  15  0 

Sheep  Shear  Makers’  Society  0 5 0 

Sheffield  Operative  Spring  Knife  Cutters’  Union  0 5 0 

Stove  Grate  Workers’  Society  2 10  0 

Table  Blade  Forgers  and  Strikers’  Society  (Sheffield)  0 10  0 

Midland  Counties  Bleachers,  Dyers,  Scourers,  etc 2 10  0 

Midland  Leather  Trades  Federation  0 17  6 

Miners’  Federation  of  Great  Britain  1,375  0 0 

Mutual  Association  of  Journeymen  Coopers  10  5 0 

National  Amalgamated  Enginemen,  Cranemen,  Boilermen,  etc 8 5 0 

National  Amalgamated  Labourers’  Union  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland...  7 10  0 
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National  Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal  Workers  and  Braziers  15  0 0 

National  Amalgamated  Union  of  Enginemen,  Firemen,  etc 14  0 0 

National  Amalgamated  Union  of  Labour  43  18  6 

National  Amalgamation  of  Operative  Plasterers  15  0 0 

National  Association  of  Builders’  Labourers  5 10  0 

National  Association  of  Theatrical  Employes  >.  2 10  0 

National  Federation  of  Bleachers,  Dyers,  and  Kindred  Trades  60  2 6 

National  Federation  of  Women  Workers  7 10  0 

National  Glass  Bottle  Makers’  Society  1 15  0 

National  Hosiery  Federation  6 10  0 

National  League  of  'the  Blind  ; 2 10  O' 

National  Union  of  Boot  and-  Shoe  Operatives  75  10  0 

National  Union  of  Clerks  5 17  6 

National  Union  of  Dock  Labourers  30  0 0 

National  Union  of  Gasworkers  and  General  Labourers  80  0 0 

National  Union  of  Life  Assurance  Agents  6 10  0 

National  Union  of  Paper  Mill  Workers  1 16  6 

National  Union  of  Quarrymen  (Leicester)  3 0 0 

National  Union  of  Wool  Sorters  2 10  0 

National  United  Society  of  Smiths  and  Hammermen  1 15  0 

Navvies,  Builders’  Labourers’  Union  2 10  0' 

Newmilns  and  District  Textile  Workers’  Union  2 10  0 

Northumberland  Deputies’  Mutual  Aid  Association  3 0 0 

North  Wales  Mining  Officials’  Association  0 5 0 

North  Wales  Quarrymen’s  Union  6 5 0 

Northern  Counties  Hair  Dressers’  Federation  : 2 10  0 

Northern  United  Enginemen’s  Association  3 5 0 

Northumberland  Colliery  Mechanics’  Association  3 0 0 

Northwich  and  District  Amalgamated  Society  of  Saltworkers  2 5 0 

Oldham  and  District  Cop  Packers’  Association  2 15  0 

Operative  Bakers  and  Confectioners  of  Scotland  12  10  0 

Operative  Rollermakers’  Society  ..... 0 17  6 

Operative  Bricklayers’  Society  60  0 0 

Operative  Cotton  Spinners’  Amalgamated  Association  57  0 0 

Operative  Cotton  Spinners’  Provincial  Association  13  15  0 

Operative  Mule  and  Ring  Spindle  Makers’  Society  0 10  0 

Operative  Printers’  Assistants’  Society  11  0 0 

Operative  Spindle  and  Flyer  Makers’  United  Society  2 10  0 

Ornamental  Decorators  of  the  Composition  Trade  Society  0 5 0 


Paper  Stainers’  Union  of  General  Workers  

Pen  and  Pocket  Blade  Forgers’  Protection  Society  

Perseverance  Cabinet  Makers’  Association  

Plumbers’  Society,  London  

Postal  Telegraph  Clerks’  Association  

Postmen’s  Federation  .. 

Power  Loom  Carpet  Weavers’  Mutual  Defence  Society 

Printers’  Warehousemen  and  Cutters’ . Society  

Printing  Machine  Managers’  Trade  Society  

Prudential  Assurance  Agents’  Association  


0 15  0 
0 5 0 
0 6 0 
0 5 0 
25  0 0 
92  10  0 
2 0 0 
10  0 0 
5 0 0 
9 10  0 


Quarrymen’s  Trade  Association 


0 12  6 


Railway  Clerks’  Association  

Railway  Wagon  and  Carriage  Builders  

Rossendale  Union  of  Boot,  Shoe,  and  Slipper  Operatives 
Rotary  Power  Framework  Knitters’  Union,  Nottingham 
Royal  Liver  Agents’  Society  


22  10  0 
15  0 
2 12  6 
10  0 
5 0 0 


Saddle  and  Harness  Makers’  Protection  Society  

Scientific  Instrument  Makers’  Society  

Scissors  Grinders’  Trade  Society  

Scottish  Block  Printers  

Scottish  Floorcloth  and  Linoleum  Printers  Union 

Scottish  Painters’  Society  

Scottish  Typographical  Association  

Sheep  Shear  Makers’  Society •••••.••• 

Sheffield  Hollowware  Buffers’  Provident  Society  .... 

Shipconstructive  and  Shipwrights’  Society  

Shop  Assistants,  National  Amalgamated  Union  of  . 


0 15  0 
2 5 0 
0 10  0 
0 2 0 
0 7 6 
7 10  0 
10  11  9 
0 5 0 
0 5 0 
55  0 0 
50  0 0 
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Silver  and  Electro-plate  Finishers’  Protection  Society  0 10  0 

Silversmiths  and  Electro-Plate  Operatives’  Society  1 5 O' 

South  of  England  Block  Printers’  Trade  Society  0 5 0 

South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire  Colliery  Winding  Enginemen 1 10  0 

Staffordshire  District  Amalgamated  Union  of  Bakers  10  0 

Steam  Engine  Makers’  Society  32  10  0 

Table  and  Butcher  Knife  Hafters’  Trade  Society  0 15  0 

Tin  and  Sheet  ‘Millmen’s  Society  5 15  0 

Tobacco  Pipe  Makers’  Association  of  England  0 5 0 

Tramway  and  Vehicle  Workers’  Association  40  0 0 

Trunk  and  Packing  Case  Makers  of  Scotland  0 10  0 

Tunbridge  Wells  Co-operative  Society  1 18  0 

Typographical  Association  50  0 0 

Union  of  Saddlers  and  Harness  Makers  1 15  0 

United  Builders’  Labourers’  Union  5 0 0 

United  Carters’  Association  of  England  • 7 0 0 

United  French  Polishers’  Society  2 5 O' 

United  Journeymen  Brassfounders,  Turners,  etc 12  15  0 

U.K.  Postal  Clerks’  Association  ! 19  0 0 

United  Kingdom  Society  of  Amalgamated  Smiths  and  Strikers  7 10  O' 

United  Kingdom  Society  of  Coachmakers  18  5 0 

United  Machine  Workers’  Association  12  5 0 

United  Operative  Plumbers’  Association  27  15  0 

United  Packers’  Protection  Association  0 5 0 

United  Patternmakers’  Association  17  10  0 

United  Society  of  Coopers  1 0 0 

United  Society  of  Brushmakers  2 15  0 

United  Society  of  Journeymen  Curriers  1 17  6 

Upholsterers’  Trimming  Makers’  Union  0 10  l) 

Upper  Mersey  Watermen  and  Porters’  Association  2 10  0 

Variety  Artistes’  Federation  5 15  0 

Vellum  (Account  Book)  Binders’  Society  1 10  0 

Weaver  Watermen’s  Association  ' 10  0 

Weedon  Army  Ordnance  Department  Employes’  Society  0 5 0 

Welsh  Artisans’  Society  . 2 7 & 

Welsh  Iron  Founders’  Trade  Union  1 7 6 

West  of  Scotland  Brass  Turners,  Fitters,  etc 2 0 0 

Wheelwrights  and  Smiths’  Society  (Manchester)  4 10  0 

Woodcutting  Machinists’  Society  10  0 0 

Woolwich  Workers’  Union  1 0 0 

Workers’  Union  10  0 0 

Yorks  County  Enginemen  and  Motormen’s  Society  2 5 0 

Yorks  Twisters’  Trade  and  Friendly  Society  10  0 

^Independent  Labour  Party  71  5 0 


£4,387  3 10 


* Of  this  amount,  £1  5s.  has  since  been  refunded  as  overpaid. 


Societies  (not  Affiliated  to  Congress)  which  have  not  paid  their 

SHARE  OF  THE  LEVY  : — 

Amalgamated  House  and  Ship  Painters  and  Decorators. 

Amalgamated  Society  French  Polishers. 

Amalgamated  Society  of  Engineers. 

Carpet  Trades  Protective  and  Provident  Association. 

Cumberland  Iron  Ore  Miners. 

Engineering  and  Stores  Association. 

Fret  Lead  Glaziers  and  Cutters’  Union. 

Glass  Bottle  Makers’  Society  (Yorkshire). 

Glass  Bottle  Trade  Society  (Londonderry). 

Government  Labourers’  Union  (Chatham). 

Government  Labourers’  Union  (Devonport). 

Haft  and  Scale  Pressers  and  Cutters’  Union. 

Hairdressers’  Federation  (South  Wales  and  Monmouth). 
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Hollowware  Stampers’  Trade  Protection  Society. 
International  Journeymen,  Hairdressers  (London). 
National  Flint  Glassmakers. 

Painting  Brush  Makers’  Provident  Society. 
Portmanteau  and  Trunk  Makers’  Society  (London). 
Pressed  Glassmakers. 

Royal  Army  Clothing  Department  Employes’  Union. 
Seamen  and  Marine  Firemen  (Hull). 

Shipwrights’  Provident  Union  (London). 
Silversmiths’  Trade  Protection  Society. 

Slaters  and  Tilers’  Provident  Society. 

Smiths  and  Hammermen  (Cardiff). 

Steam  Trawler  Engineers  (Humber). 

Toolmakers’  Trade  Protection  Society. 

Turners,  Machinists,  and  Athletic  Wood  Makers. 
Willy ers  and  Fettlers’  Union. 


STEADMAN  TESTIMONIAL  FUND. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  a communication  was  received  from  the 
Executive  of  the  Barge  Builders’  Trade  Union — with  which  the  late 
Secretary  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  had  been  officially  connected 
for  nearly  30  years — expressing  the  hope  that  something  might  be  done 
for  Mrs.  Steadman  in  recognition  of  the  many  and  varied  services  rendered 
in  the  cause  of  Labour  by  her  husband.  The  Parliamentary  Committee 
at  once  agreed  to  support  the  appeal,  which  was  issued  in  the  following 
terms  in  March  last:  — 

“ It  has  been  felt  by  the  Executive  and  members  of  the  Barge  Builders’ 
'Trade  Union — the  feeling  being  fully  shared  by  the  members  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress,  the  Management 
'Committee  of  the  General  Eederation  of  Trade  Unions,  and  many  of  the 
•societies  affiliated  to  Congress — that  the  lifelong  and  strenuous  work  of  the 
late  Mr.  W.  C.  Steadman  in  the  cause  of  Labour  merits  some  recognition  at 
the  hands  of  his  many  friends.  It  can  truly  be  said  that  no  man  could  have 
laboured  more  consistently,  zealously,  and  devotedly,  or  with  more  unselfish 
sacrifice  of  time  on  behalf  of  his  fellow  workers.  Early  and  late,  his  services 
were  always  at  the  disposal  of  those  who  needed  them. 

“ Many  indeed  were  the  directions— political,  municipal,  and  Trade 
Union — in  which  Mr.  Steadman  laboured.  For  a period  of  28  years,  and  up  to 
the  time  of  being  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee, 
he  acted  as  secretary  of  the  Barge  Builders’  Trade  Union,  and  materially 
assisted  to  place  it  in  its  present  strong  and  healthy  position.  For  many 
years  he  also  held  the  position  of  treasurer  of  the  London  Trades  Council, 
and  for  some  time  occupied  a seat  upon  the  Management  Committee  of 
.the  General  Federation  of  Trade  Unions. 

“ Mr.  Steadman  took  a particularly  active  part  in  the  municipal  life 
■of  London,  being  at  one  time  a member  of  the  Stepney  Board  of  Guardians, 
and  serving  as  a member  of  the  London  County  Council  almost  from  its 
creation  in  1889. 

“ In  political  matters  he  was  equally  active,  contesting  many  Parlia- 
mentary elections  and  securing  election  as  Member  for  Stepney,  also  at 
the  1906  election  as  Member  for  Central  Finsbury. 

“ It  is  desired  to  give  expression  to  the  esteem  in  which  Mr.  Steadman 
■was  universally  held  by  means  of  raising  a fund  for  the  benefit  of  his  widow 
and  daughter,  and  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Barge  Builders’  Trade 
Tlnion  earnestly  invite  your  society  to  give  its  support  to  this  appeal. 
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“ Donations  to  the  fund  will  be  gratefully  received  and  acknowledged 
by  Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman,  M.P.,  Secretary  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
of  the  Trades  Union  Congress,  General  Buildings,  Aldwych,  Strand, 
London,  W.C.  ; or  by  Mr.  T.  H.  Challis,  secretary,  Barge  Builders’  Trade 
Union,  1,  Ormiston  Road,  Greenwich,  S.E.” 

Up  to  the  present,  the  sum  6f  £80  5s.  6d.  has  been  received  in  response 
to  the  appeal.  The  large  disputes  which  have  arisen  during  the  year, 
involving  appeals  to  the  Trade  Unions,  have  doubtless  adversely  affected 
the  response  to  the  Steadman  testimonial  fund,  and  your  Committee  trust 
that  the  various  Executives  will  give  the  appeal  their  early  and  favourable 
consideration. 


OBITUARY. 

' Mr.  Robert  Knigiit,  J.P. 

We  have  to  chronicle  the  death  of  the  veteran  Trade  Union  leader, 
Mr.  Robert  Knight,  J.P.,  which  took  place  last  autumn,  and  who  for 
very  many  years  held  the  position  of  general  secretary  to  the  Boiler- 
makers and  Iron  and  Steel  Shipbuilders’  Society.  It  was  in  1875 
(at  the  Liverpool  Congress)  that  Mr.  Knight  was  first  elected  to  a seat 
upon  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  which  he  continued  to  hold  until 
he  resigned  his  position  as  general  secretary  of  the  Boilermakers’ 
Society  in  the  year  1901.  Mr.  Knight’s  activities  were  not  confined  to 
the  Trade  Union  movement,  as  for  over  half-a-century  he  was  closely 
identified  with  the  work  of  friendly  society  and  temperance  organisa- 
tions, during  which  period  he  took  an  active  and  prominent  part  in 
all  matters  affecting  the  interest  and  welfare  of  his  fellow  workers. 
Upon  the  invitation  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  he  occupied  a seat 
on  the  platform  upon  the  opening  day  of  the  Newcastle  Congress. 
Although  far  from  .well,  and  despite  his  age  (78),  Mr.  Knight 
evinced  a particularly  keen  interest  in  the  proceedings,  his  mind  and 
sympathies  being  as  active  and  energetic  as  they  were  when  he  was 
officially  connected  with  the  Trade  Union  movement. 


Mr.  D.  J.  Kenny. 

We  also  have  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  D.  Kenny,  an  official 
of  the  National  Sailors  and  Firemen’s  Union,  who  for  some  years  had 
acted  as  district  secretary  for  the  Mersey.  Mr.  Kennv  had  been 
appointed  as  one  of  the  union’s  delegates  to  the  Newcastle  Congress, 
but  unfortunately  passed  away  a few  days  prior  to  the  delegates 
assembling. 


Mr.  Henry  Broadhurst. 

Amid  manifestations  of  high  personal  regard  and  esteem,  and  in 
the  presence  of  a large  concourse  of  people,  the  remains  of  the  late  Mr. 
Henry  Broadhurst  were  laid  to  rest  at  Overstrand  Church,  Cromer,  on 
Saturday7',  the  14th  of  October,  1911. 

Although  retired  from  the  active  work  of  the  Labour  movement  for 
some  years,  few  men  could  claim  to  have  had  a longer  or  more  active 
connection  with  it.  At  the  time  of  his  decease  Mr.  Broadhurst  had 
been  a continuous  member  of  the  Operative  Society  of  Stonemasons 
for  over  49  years.  As  a journeyman  stonemason  it'is  on  record  that 
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he  tramped  from  Norwich  to  London  and  from  London  to  Portsmouth 
in  search  of  employment.  Failing  to  secure  work  he  offered  to  enlist 
in  the  Army,  but  at  the  time  was  unable  to  pass  the  height  standard. 
Later  on  he  worked  as  a stonemason  on  the  outside  of  the  Houses 
of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Broadhurst  was  appointed  as  Secretary  to  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  at  the  Glasgow  Congress  held  in  1875,  a position  which  he 
retained,  with  one  brief  interval,  until  1889.  He  was  elected  Member 
for  Stoke-upon-Trent  in  1880,  and  in  February  of  1886  accepted  the 
position  of  Under- Secretary  to  the  Home  Department.  Altogether, 
Mr.  Broadhurst  had  a seat  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  26  years. 
In  1888  he  introduced  a Bill  for  the  feeding  of  poor  school  children. 
Previously,  in  1883,  he  had  been  unable  to  secure  the  co-operation  of 
four  Members  of  the  House  to  back  a Bill  for  leasehold  enfranchisement 
and  the  taxing  of  site  values ; and  in  1884  he  introduced  a motion  for 
the  payment  of  election  expenses.  It  will  also  be  remembered  that  Mr. 
Broadhurst.  took  a prominent  part  in  urging  upon  Mr.  Gladstone’s 
Government  the  question  of  payment  of  Members ; and  he  could  claim 
the  distinction  of  being  the  first  workingman  to  be  offered  a place  in 
the  Ministry. 


Mr.  George  Shipton. 

On  Friday,  October  14th,  1911,  Mr.  George  Shipton  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  72.  For  many  years  Mr.  Shipton  had  held  the  position 
of  general  secretary  of  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Painters  and 
Decorators,  and  later  that  of  secretary  of  the  London  Trades  Council. 
In  1875  he  was  elected  upon  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the 
Trades  Union  Congress,  and  acted  as  secretary,  pro  tern.,  during  the 
short  period  (owing  to  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Gladstone’s  Government)  Mr. 
Broadhurst  held  the  office  of  Under-Secretary  of  the  Home  Office. 
Mr.  Shipton  was  elected  to  a seat  upon  the  London  School  Board,  was 
appointed  a member  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Education,  and  gave 
evidence  before  other  Commissions,  besides  organising  many  deputa- 
tions to  Ministers  upon  questions  of  public  interest  ; and  as  secretary 
of  the  London  Trades  Council  was  specially  successful  in  arranging 
and  marshalling  Labour  demonstrations  to  Hyde  Park. 


Mr.  Geo.  D.  Kelley,  J.P. 

Mr.  Geo.  D.  Kelley,  J.P.,  general  secretary  of  the  Amalgamated 
Society  of  Lithographic  Printers,*  passed  away  quite  suddenly  on 
Sunday  night,  the  17th  of  December,  1911,  at  the  age  of  63  years, 
death  being  due  to  heart  failure.  The  deceased  gentleman,  in  returning 
thanks  for  the  Civic  welcome  given  to  the  delegates  attending  the 
Ipswich  Congress  in  1909,  was  able  to  claim  that  he  then  had  to  his 
credit  the  longest  attendance  as  a delegate  to  Congress  of  any  of  those 
present.  Mr.  Kelley  was  elected  upon  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
as  far  back  as  the  year  1882,  when  the  Congress  was  held  in  Man- 
chester. At  the  General  Election  of  1906,  Mr.  Kelley  was  returned 
as  the  Labour  representative  for  South-West  Manchester,  but  on 
account  of  ill-health  decided  not  to  seek  re-election  in  1910.  In  1891 
he  was  elected  as  a member  of  the  Manchester  City  Council,  and 
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retained  his  seat  until  1895,  being  the  first  representative  of  Labour  to 
enter  the  Council.  In  1893.be  was  made  a Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
was  most  assiduous  in  his  attendance  on  the  Bench. 

Mr.  Kelley  had  the  privilege  of  being  the  first  general  secretary  of 
the  Lithographic  Printers’  Society,  a position  which  he  had  held  for 
nearly  31  years.  For  a quarter  of  a century  he  also  held  the  secretary- 
ship of  the  Manchester  Trades  and  Labour  Council ; and  was  at  one 
time  the  secretary  of  the  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  Federation  of  Trade 
Councils,  and  of  the  Manchester  and  District  Joint  Board  of  Concilia- 
tion. In  1891  Mr.  Kelley  was  appointed  secretary  of  the  National 
Printing  and  Kindred  Trades  Federation,  a position  he  held  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  In  addition  to  his  Trade  Union  activities,  he  took 
an  active  part  in  the  co-operative  movement,  and  was  a director  of 
the  Co-operative  Printing  Society.  Truly,  an  active  and  strenuous 
life  in  the  Labour  cause,  and  given  by  one  whom  the  Trade  Union 
movement  can  ill  afford  to  lose. 


Mr.  James  Holmes. 

We  also  have  to  report  the  death,  after  a protracted  and  painful 
illness,  of  Mr.  James  Holmes,  of  Leicester,  late  secretary  of  the 
Hosiery  Trades  Federation.  Mr.  Holmes  had  for  many  years  attended 
Congress  as  a delegate  from  that  body,  and  was  for  some  time  an 
official  member  of  the  General  Federation  of  Trade  Unions ; and  had 
also  served  as  a member  of  the  Leicester  Town  Council. 


Alderman  Stuart  Uttley,  J.P.,  Sheffield. 

By  the  death  of  Alderman  S.  Uttley,  at  the  age  of  75,  the  cause  of 
Labour  has  lost  one  of  its  pioneers  and  veterans.  Born  in  1837,  at 
the  age  of  15  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  hand  file  cutting  trade.  In 
1877  Mr.  Uttley  was  elected  as  secretary  to  the  File  Cutters’  Union, 
and  in  1883  as  secretary  of  the  Sheffield  Federated  Trades  Council,  a 
position  he  held  until  he  resigned  in  1907.  In  that  year  he  was  elected 
upon  the  National  Council  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Friendly  Society.  Mr. 
Uttley  first  entered  the  Sheffield  City  Council  as  a member  for  the  St. 
Phillip’s  Ward,  and  was  instrumental  in  introducing  and  securing  the 
passing  by  the  City  Council  of  a Fair  Contracts  Clause — the  first 
adopted  by  any  English  municipality  ; and  he  also  had  a hand  in  bring- 
ing about  the  municipalisation  of  the  tramway  services  of  Sheffield. 
Mr.  Uttley  was  for  many  years  a delegate  to  Congress,  and  at  the 
Nottingham  gathering  in  1883  first  introduced  the  question  of  good 
quality  in  commercial  production,  and  in  the  following  year  (at 
Aberdeen)  moved  that  the  Parliamentary  Committee  should  endeavour 
to  obtain,  by  legislation,  some  direct  and  easy  method  by  which 
false  marks  on  foreign-made  goods  could  be  detected — action  which 
eventually  took  final  shape  in  the  Trade  Marks  Act.  At  the  Southport 
Congress  in  1885  he  moved  a resolution  protesting  against  an  order 
issued  by  the  then  Postmaster-General,  forbidding  postmen  writing  or 
speaking  upon  political  questions,  and  requiring  them  to  resign  mem- 
bership of  political  organisations ; in  1886  (at  Hull)  he  was  elected  by 
Congress  to  a seat  upon  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  and  was  also, 
at  the  same  Congress,  appointed  as  one  of  the  representatives  upon  the 
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Midland  Division  of  the  Labour  Electoral  Association.  Although  for 
some  few  years  Alderman  Uttley  had  ceased  to  attend  Congress  as  a 
delegate,  he  was  among  the  visitors  on  the  platform  when  the  gathering 
assembled  in  Sheffield  in  1910. 


Mr.  J.  E.  Smith. 

We  have  also  to  chronicle  the  death,  after  a protracted  illness, 
involving  two  severe  operations,  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Smith,  at  the  age  of  49, 
which  occurred  on  Thursday,  May  16th,  at  Leeds.  Mr.  Smith  had 
acted  as  district  secretary  to  the  Gasworkers  and  General  Labourers’ 
Union  for  a continuous  period  of  18  years,  and  in  that  capacity  had 
rendered  special  and  excellent  service  to  that  organisation ; had  been 
president  of  the  Leeds  Trades  and  Labour  Council,  was  a co-opted 
member  of  the  Leeds  Distress  Committee,  and  a member  of  the 
Labour  Exchange  Advisory  Board ; besides  being  closely  and  actively 
identified  with  every  movement  having  for  its  object  the  advancement 
of  the  best  interests  of  Labour.  At  the  decease  of  his  colleague,  Mr. 
P.  Curran,  Mr.  Smith  was  appointed  president  of  the  Gasworkers’ 
Union,  and  also  as  his  successor  upon  the  Management  Committee  of 
the  General  Federation  of  Trade  Unions;  and  year  by  year  he  had 
been  elected  by  the  delegates  attending  Congress  as  a member  of  the 
Standing  Orders  Committee. 


Mr.  Enoch  Edwards,  M.P. 

General  and  keen  regret  wras  felt  and  expressed  when  the  sad  news 
of  the  death  of  Mr.  Enoch'  Edwards,  M.P.  for  Hanley  and  president 
of  the  Miners’  Federation  of  Great  Britain,  was  announced  on  Friday, 
the  28th  of  June.  Although  Mr.  Edwards’  health  had  for  some  time 
been  far  from  good,  it  wras  hoped  that  the  Severe  strain  imposed  upon 
him  by  the  protracted  dispute  in  the  coal  industry  would  have  left 
no  ill- effects,  and  that  with  rest  he  would  have  -regained  his  normal 
health.  The  Labour  movement,  and  the  miners  in  particular,  have 
lost  a doughty  champion,  one  whose  strong  yet  kindly  personality 
won  for  him  the  high  regard  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  came  into 
contact.  Mr.  Edwards,  ■who  was  born  in  1852  at  Talk  o’-th’-li ill, 
started  working  in  the  mine  at  the  age  of  9,  and  before  the  age  of  18 
joined  the  lodge  of  the  Staffordshire  Miners’  Association,  and  was  in 
the  same  year  appointed  as  its  treasurer.  In  1866  he  succeeded  in 
forming  the  Midland  Miners’  Federation,  which  included  Staffordshire, 
Warwickshire,  Worcestershire,  and  Shropshire,  and  in  1875  was 
elected  as  checkweighman,  and  twro  years  later  appointed  secretary  of 
the  Association.  At  the  formation  of  the  Miners’  Federation  of  Great 
Britain  in  1888  at  Newport,  Mr.  Edwards  was  appointed  as  treasurer, 
a position  which  he  held  until  the  death  of  Mr.  B.  Pickard,  M.P.,  in 
1904,  whom  he  succeeded  as  president.  In  1886  he  was  elected  as  a 
member  of  the  Burslem  School  Board,  and  in  the  same  year  was 
returne4  to  the  town  council,  which  seat  he  retained  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Edwards  was  also  the  first  Labour  Mayor,  and  was  likewise  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  Mr.  Edwards  unsuccessfully  fought  as  Parlia- 
mentary candidate  for  Hanley  in  1900,  but  succeeded  in  securing  the 
seat  in  1906,  which  he  successfully  defended  in  the  two  subsequent 
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General  Elections  during  the  eventful  year  1910.  Mr.  Edwards  had 
the  honour  of  attending  the  New  Orleans  Convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labour,  held  in  1902,  as  one  of  the  fraternal  delegates 
from  the  British  Trades  Union  Congress.  Abundant  evidence  of  the 
esteem  in  which  the  deceased  gentleman  was  held  was  afforded  by  the 
huge  crowds  which  assembled  in  the  streets  of  Burslem  on  the  day  of 
the  funeral,  and  by  the  thoroughly  representative  gathering  which 
crowded  the  chapel  and  listened  to  the  eloquent  tributes  of  respect 
paid  to  the  miners’  distinguished  leader. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DELEGATES  TO  THE  AMERICAN  CONVENTION 

OF  LABOUR. 

Herewith  the  undersigned  have  pleasure  in  submitting  a report  as 
fraternal  delegates  to  the  Thirty-First  Annual  Convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labour,  held  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  from  November  13th  to 
25th,  1911. 

The  Convention  methods  of  procedure,  which  have  been  described  by 
previous  delegates,  greatly  interested  us.  These  are  quite  dissimilar  to  our 
own,  and  we  express  a decided  preference  for  the  practices  of  Congress, 
which,  in  our  opinion,  are  the  most  economical  and  effective  in  considera- 
tion of  time  and  results.  Nevertheless  we  have  to  recognise  that  exchanges 
of  fraternal  delegates  have  taken  place  since  1894,  whereby  ample  facility 
for  comparison  has  accrued.  Thus  we  are  led  to  conclude  that  the  methods 
in  question  are  maintained  as  being  most  in  accord  with  the  genius  and 
temperament  of  our  American  brethren. 

In  submitting  his  Presidential  report,  Mr.  Samuel  Gompers  made  the 
gratifying  announcement  that  the  Federation  then  boasted  the  largest 
membership  in  its  history.  Its  standing  was  sound  and  its  prospects  bright. 
Wage  gains  had  been  credited  during  the  year,  the  tendency  to  a shorter 
working  day  had  continued,  and  the  unorganised  masses  were  increasingly 
animated  with  a desire  to  associate  with  the  great  Labour  movement.  The 
Federation,  resting  on  a solid  and  enduring  foundation,  was  erecting  a 
structure  adapted  at  all  times  to  its  purposes. 

He  recorded  with  pleasure  that  15  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives held  Trade  Union  cards.  Though  these  were  attached  to  different 
parties,  they  had  frequently  conferred  with  the  officers  of  the  Federation, 
counselling  them  as  to  the  best  means  of  serving  the  Labour  cause.  While 
no  conclusion  of  a binding  character  was  ever  reached,  still  a considerable 
measure  of  unity  was  attained  with  advantageous  results. 

The  American  Federation  of  Labour  has  not  yet  adopted  political 
action  as  part  of  its  policy.  It  .must  be  remembered  that  the  circumstances 
are  not  analagous  to  those  at  home.  Organisation  and  disciplining  is  greatly 
complicated  by  race  and  language  diversifies.  Time  and  patience  is  requisite 
to  the  moulding  of  these  elements  into  a homogeneous  and  harmonious 
whole.  It  would  appear  that  political  actionists  have  erred  in  hasty  and 
precipitate  efforts  to  force  the  Federation  on  this  question.  These 
endeavours  have  set  up  keen  embitterment  between  some  Socialists  and 
some  Trade  Union  leaders.  This  regrettable  condition  would  now  happily 
seem  to  be  passing. 

Throughout  his  address  Mr.  Gompers  was  conscious  of  the  bearing  of 
politics  on  working-class  fortunes.  He  gave  considerable  attention  to  the 
legislative  demands  of  the  Federation.  Coupled  with  this  was  universal 
assent  that  the  trusts  and  organised  capital  generally  appreciated  the  uses 
to  which  the  political  machine  could  be  put.  That  measures  were  instigated 


124 


TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS. 


by  financial  and  commercial  interests  whereby  tariffs  were  manipulated, 
the  incidence  of  taxation  adjusted,  and  measures  repressive  of  Trade 
Unionism  were  adopted  to  the  advantage  of  exploiting  classes  and  the 
detriment  of  the  wage-earners. 

Enhanced  and  enhancing  cost  of  living,  largely  attributable  to  the 
aforesaid  causes,  so  seriously  affect  the  real  value  of  wages  that  the  necessity 
to  use  both  industrial  and  political  means  is  clearly  emerging.  Thus  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  in  the  near  future  an  assimilation  of  method 
between  the  movements  of  America  and  Great  Britain  will  have  been 
reached. 

Secretary  Morrison’s  report  was  equally  encouraging  in  character.  The 
Federation  had  a membership  of  1,761,885,  compared  with  264,825  15  years 
since.  The  total  receipts  for  the  year  were  over  £36,437  and  the  expendi- 
ture £35,105.  For  organising  work  £9,392  had  been  expended. 
This  is,  of  course,  distinct  from  and  in  addition  to  the  sums  spent  by  the 
various  affiliated  unions  on  similar  work. 

Vice-President  Duncan  presented  the  report  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. This  body  had  held  five  meetings  during  the  year,  and  had  dealt 
with  93  documents,  which  the  President  had  submitted  to  its  members  by 
mail.  Jurisdictional  disputes  between  affiliated  unions  seem  to  absorb  much 
of  the  time  of  both  officials  and  Executive,  though  we  were  pleased  to  learn 
these  are  gradually  diminishing  in  number  and  intensity. 

The  Vice-President  also  gave  his  report  as  delegate  to  the  International 
Secretariat  Convention,  Buda-Pesth,  August,  1911.  In  this  not  only  did 
Mr.  Duncan  render  a full  account  of  the  Convention  proceedings,  but  also 
detailed  impressions  of  the  people  and  places  he  visited  en  route  for  and 
returning  from  Buda-Pesth,  which  served  to  make  the  report  particularly 
interesting  and  informing. 

Whilst  dealing  with  the  reports  to  which  we  listened  at  Atlanta,  that 
of  the  fraternal  delegates  to  Newcastle  should  not  be  overlooked.  This 
■expressed  the  opinion  that  the  expenses  allowed  on  such  an  important 
mission  were  inadequate.  Thus  the  recommendation  was  made  that  the 
amount  be  increased  from  £80  to  £140,  exclusive  of  transportation.  We 
offer  no  comment  thereon,  and  only  mention  the  matter  because  we  feel 
you  would  desire  your  attention  directed  thereto. 

Naturally,  the  case  of  the  McNamara  brothers  figured  largely  at  the 
Convention.  Not  a suspicion  of  doubt  existed  as  to  their  innocence,  and 
united  and  resourceful  measures  for  their  defence  were  determined  upon. 
Though  the  delegates  had  dispersed  ere  these  men  confessed  their  guilt, 
the  -whole  movement  shuddered  beneath  the  staggering  blow.  The  failure 
■of  Labour’s  enemies  to  incriminate  respected  leaders  in  the  case  has  resulted 
in  a swift  recovery.  The  American  Federation  of  Labour  is  absolved  from 
sin  in  this  particular,  except  in  the  eyes  -of  those  who  condemn  before  proof 
;is  forthcoming. 

The  chief  debate  centred  round  a proposal  calling  upon  Trade  Union 
■officials  to  withdraw  from  the  National  Civic  Federation.  This  is  a body 
-consisting  of  employers  and  representatives  of  organised  Labour,  something 
-on  the  lines  of  the  Industrial  Council  recently  set  up  in  this  country  by  the 
Board  of  Trade,  with  this  difference : the  American  body  has  not  Govern- 
ment sanction,  being  entirely  financed  by  employers  and  corporations. 
Allegations  were  made  that  virulent  opponents  of  Labour  controlled  its 
destinies,  and  that  its  operations  were  inimical  to  working-class  progress. 
The  defence  was  warmly  and  keenly  sustained  by  the  President,  Executive, 
members,  and  others.  Though  we  judged  much  of  the  criticism  well 
founded,  still  the  attack  was  repulsed  by  11,857  votes  to  4,924. 


TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS 


125 


Our  addresses  to  the  Convention  were  well  received.  Great  interest 
was  evinced  in  our  accounts  of  the  doings  and  developments  of  Labour  in 
the  old  country.  We  were  immensely  impressed  thereby  of  the  value  of 
these  delegations,  not  only  as  & means  of  exchanging  views  and  information, 
but  of  drawing  together  in  unison  and  accord  these  two  great  movements, 
whose  aims  are  identical  and  whose  methods  constantly  tend  to  closer 
approximation. 

We  need  not  dwell  on  the  cordiality  and  hospitality  meted  out  to 
Congress  delegates  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Suffice  it  to  say,  we 
are  pleased  and  proud  to  have  been  privileged  to  so  extend  our  sphere  of 
desirable  knowledge  and  acquaintance. 

With  a view  to  ascertaining  more  of  the  country,  its  people,  and  its 
problems  your  delegates  parted  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Convention,  the 
first-named  proceeding  to  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Fall  River,  and  New 
Bedford,  sailing  for  home  from  the  Port  of  Boston. 

Your  other  delegate  returned  to  New  YTork,  thence  to  Buffalo,  Niagara, 
Hamilton,  Toronto,  and  Scranton. 

We  would  convey  to  Congress,  through  you,  the  profound  regard  we 
■entertain  for  the  signal  honour  conferred  upon  us  in  our  selection  for  the 
important  task  of  representing  it  at  the  kindred  gathering  of  America. 

James  Crinion. 

Geo.  H.  Roberts. 


REPORT  OF  DELEGATE  TO  CO-OPERATIVE  CONGRESS. 

I beg  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  instructions  I attended  the 
Co-operative  Congress  at  Portsmouth  held  on  May  27th,  28th,  and  29th 
to  convey  the  fraternal  greetings  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  to  that  body. 
Along  with  myself,  there  were  delegates  from  the  National  Union  of 
Teachers  and  representatives  also  from  Australia,  Denmark,  Finland, 
France,  Germany,  Holland,  and  Sweden.  On  the  first  day  a civic  welcome 
was  given  to  the  delegates  by  the  Mayor  (Sir  Scott  Foster),  after  which 
the  incoming  President  of  the  Conference,  Mr.  W.  Openshaw,  of  London, 
gave  a most  thoughtful  and  inspiring  address.  From  the  Trade  Union  and 
Labour  standpoint  it  had  the  right  ring  about  it.  Speaking  of  the  attitude 
which  the  movement  should  adopt  towards  its  employes,  he  said:  “It  is 
an  article  of  faith  with  the  leaders  of  our  movement  that  the  first  charge 
to  be  considered  in  estimating  the  value  of  goods  to  the  consumer  should  be 
the  cost  of  the  proper  remuneration  of  all  those  who  are  concerned  in 
any  way  in  the  work  of  producing  or  distributing  these  goods.  It  is  not 
sufficient  in  a movement  like  ours  to  be  free  of  the  taint  of  sw'eated  labour  ; 
it  is  not  always  sufficient  to  be  relatively  good  in  our  treatment  of  it,  for  we 
are  fighting  against  conditions  which  are  in  many  cases. insufferably  bad.” 

On  the  following  day  Mr.  W.  Maxwell,  one  of  the  most  honoured 
leaders  in  the  co-operative  movement,  spoke  strongly  in  regard  to  the 
present  unrest  in  the  Labour  world,  and  urged  that  the  co-operative  body 
was  not  taking  its  rightful  place  nor  its  full  share  in  solving  the  many 
Labour  problems  which  are  agitating  the  country  at  this  moment,  and  claimed 
that  they  were  part  and  parcel  of  the  Labour  movement,  and  that  as  such 
they  ought  to  work  in  conjunction  with  other  forces  in  discovering  the  true 
remedy  for  the  present  Labour  and  social  unrest.  I was  much  impressed 
not  only  by  the  sentiments,  expressed  in  these  and  other  speeches  on 
similar  lines  which  came  from  all  parts  of  the  room,  but  the  hearty  manner 
in  which  they  were  received  by  the  whole  body  of  delegates  present.  It 
was  quite  clear  that  these  views  were  fully  shared  by  all  alike,  and  I felt 
that  whatever  may  be  said  of  the  past  the  future  at  any  rate  will  find  the 
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co-operative  movement  a great  centre  of  activity  for  the  betterment  of  the 
workers  of  the  country,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Trade  Unionist 
to  do  all  in  his  power  to  cement  the  two  movements  more  closely  together 
than  they  had  ever  previously  been. 

I may  say  that  I was  very  agreeably  impressed  with  the  businesslike 
manner  in  which  the  Conference  as  a whole  was  conducted.  It  was  indeed 
a business  gathering,  and  the  work  which  the  delegates  had  been  sent  to 
do  seemed  to  have  first  place  in  all  minds,  and  I could  not  but  feel  that 
in  this  matter  they  are  able  to  give  the  Trades  Union  Congress  a long 
start  and  then  win  easily.  W.  H.  Carr. 


CONCLUDING  REMARKS. 


With  an  unusually  heavy  programme  of  business  in  hand,  and  the  time 
of  Parliament,  so  far  as  the  Autumn  Session  is  concerned,  being  monopolised 
by  the  Government  in  their  desire  to  pass  the  three  important  measures 
of  Home  Rule,  Welsh  Disestablishment,  and  Franchise  and  Registration, 
all  hope  of  pressing  forward  social  legislation  this  year  must  be  regretfully 
abandoned.  But  it  will  be  the  duty  of  your  Committee  to  assist  in  every 
way  possible  to  secure  the  passing  of  the  Trade  Unions  (No.  2)  Bill,  and  in 
such  a form  as  to  meet  the  strong  and  legitimate  desires  of  Trade  Unionists 
throughout  the  country.  In  claiming  that  their  organisations  shall  be 
governed  and  controlled  as  the  majority  of  the  members  may  constitutionally 
and  by  rule  decide  they  are  merely  claiming  a right  which  in  every  other 
direction  is  conceded  without  question,  and  it  is  difficult  to  understand  why 
in  such  a vital  matter  any  endeavour  should  be  made  to  draw  a distinction 
between  a combination  of  workmen  and  any  other  form  of  organisation 
in  which  by  common  consent  majorities  decide  and  rule. 

Your  Committee  last  year  laid  stress  upon  the  necessity  for  legislative 
actiqn  being  taken  in  the  direction  of  reducing  the  working  hours  to  eight 
per  day.  Trade  Union  effort  has  done  much  to  ameliorate  the  lot  of  the 
workman  in  this  respect,  and  is  capable  of  still  greater  effort ; but  it  needs 
to  be  supplemented  by  the  machinery  of  Parliament,  and  workmen  have 
the  power  to  move  the  machine  if  they  so  desire  and  are  sufficiently  united. 
In  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  every  effort  should  be  made  to  induce 
the  Government  to  take  up  this  matter  in  the  next  Session.  The  principle 
has  long  been  recognised  by  the  Government  in  so  far  as  its  own  Depart- 
ments are  concerned ; and  there  appears  to  be  no  valid  reason  why  a 
stipulation  should  not  be  embodied  in  all  contracts  for  Government  work, 
compelling  observance  of  an  eight-hour  working  day.  It  remains  for  the 
Trade  Union  movement,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  to  persistently  press 
forward  its  demand  for  a general  reduction  of  the  working  hours  to 
eight  per  day. 

Yours  fraternally, 


THE  PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE.. 


W.  Thorne  (Chairman). 

W.  Mullin  (Vice-Chairman). 
M.  Arr'andale. 

W.  J.  Davis. 

H.  Emery. 

A.  Evans. 

H.  Gosling. 

J.  Haslam. 


General  Buildings,  Aldwych,  Strand,  London,  W.C. 
August  27th,  1912. 


J.  Hill. 

J.  Jenkins. 

W.  Matkin.. 

W.  Mosses. 

J.  W.  Ogden. 

J.  A.  Seddon. 

J.  Sexton. 

J.  E.  Williams. 
C.  W.  Bowerman,  Secretary. 
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APPENDICES  TO  PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE’S  REPORT. 


INDUSTRIAL  COUNCIL. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Industrial  Council  was  held  on  the  26fch  of 
October,  1911,  at  the  Board  of  Trade  Offices  in  Whitehall,  the  following- 
being  the  official  report  of  the  proceedings  : — 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  who 
was  accompanied  by  Sir  George  Askwith  (Chairman  of  the  Industrial 
Council),  Mr.  J.  A.  Webster  (private  secretary),  and  Mr.  H.  J.  Wilson 
(Registrar  of  the  Council).  The  members  present  from  among  the 
employers’  representatives  were  Messrs.  G.  Ainsworth,  G.  H.  Claughton, 
W.  A.  Clowes,  J.  H.  C.  Crockett,  F.  L.  Davis,  Sir  Thomas  Ratcliffe  Ellis! 
Mr.  F.  W.  Gibbins,  Sir  Charles  Macara,  Bart.,  and  Messrs.  Alexander 
Siemens  and  J.  W.  White.  The  members  attending  from  among  the 
workmen’s  representatives  were  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Burt,  M.P.,  and’. 
Messrs.  T.  Ashton,  C.  W.  Bowerman,  M.P.,  F.  Chandler,  H.  Gosling, 
J.  Hodge,  M.P.,  W.  Mosses,  W.  Mullin,  E.  L.  Poulton,  and  J.  E.  Williams. 
Letters  regretting  inability  to  be  present  at  this  meeting  of  the  Council 
were  received  from  the  remaining  members  of  the  Council,  namely,  Sir 
Hugh^Bell,  and  Messrs.  T.  L.  Devett,  Robert  Thompson,  M.P.,  Arthur 
Henderson,  M.P.,  and  Alexander  Wilkie,  M.P. 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  after  receiving  the  members  of  the  Council,  said : 

I desire  to  extend  a very  hearty  welcome  to  the  members  of  the  Industrial 
Council  at  this  their  first  meeting.  It  may  be  convenient  and  advantageous 
if  I were  to  say  a few  words  in  regard  to  the  reasons  which  actuated  us  in 
creating  this  Council.  I need  not  dwell  on  the  very  serious  number  of  trade 
disputes  which  take  place,  and  which  lead  to  great  loss  and  suffering  to- 
those  concerned  and  to  the  great  disadvantage  of  the  public  and  of  the 
country  at  large.  The  very  serious  effect  of  recent  disputes  was  clearly 
reflected  in  the  very  significant  figures  of  the  trade  returns  of  the  last  two 
or  three  months.  I must  not  be  misunderstood,  however,  as  saying  that 
this  aspect  is  the  only  aspect  to  take  into  account  in  considering  these- 
matters,  and  that  a dispute  ought  to  be  prejudged  or  condemned  on  tnat 
ground.  But  obviously  if  any  dispute  can  be  justly  avoided  it  would  be  a 
great  gain  and  advantage  to  all. 

The  Board  of  Trade’s  Work. 

I have  now  had  two  years’  experience  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  and: 
it  has  been  so  far  as-  trade  disputes  are  concerned,  as  you  all  know,  a very 
strenuous  time.  There  have  been  strikes  from  Land’s  End  to  John-o’- 
Groat’s,  affecting  nearly  all  the  trades,  and  I personally,  either  by  my 
officers  or  by  myself,  have  had  much  to  do  with  a very  large  number  of  these- 
disputes.  The  more  I have  seen  of  them  the  more  convinced  I am — first, 
that  the  best  and  most  satisfactory  method  of  settling  disputes  between 
employers  and  workmen  is  for  the  parties  directly  concerned  to  come  to 
an  agreement  among  themselves ; secondly,  that  when  the  parties  are 
unable  themselves  to  come  to  terms,  and  a stoppage  of  work  is  imminent,' 
or  after  a stoppage  of  work  has  taken  place,  assistance  from  outside  is  very 
often  effective  in  preventing,  shortening,  or  ending  a dispute ; thirdly, 
that  this  method  of  action,  if  and  where  it  takes  place,  must  be  done  at 
the  right  moment  in  the  right  way  by  the  right  persons.  Of  late  years  the- 
Board  of  Trade  have  been  given  considerable  statutory  powers  of  concilia- 
tion, and  have  been  called  upon  to  exercise  these  powers  more  and  more. 
Their  exercise  of  these  powers  has,  I think  we  may  claim,  been  attended 
with  some  considerable  measure  of  success  and  of  public  confidence. 
Certain  it  is  that  more  and  more  recourse  is  had  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
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when  disputes  take  place,  and  more  and  more  when  they  suffer  do  the 
public  cry  out  for  its  assistance ; and  that  in  the  last  few  months  has  been 
remarkably  shown.  I would  like  to  add  that  apart  from  the  particular 
disputes  about  which  we  hear  so  much  in  the  papers  there  are,  as  you 
gentlemen  are  aware,  scores  of  industrial  disputes  in  which  the  assistance 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  is  sought,  and  which  are  settled  in  a quiet  way 
without  any  public  knowledge  of  the  circumstances.  The  Board  of  Trade 
is  always  a very  modest  Department.  The  action  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
has  been  governed  by  the  above  considerations.  We  do  not  force  our  ser- 
vices. The  time  and  method  of  action  is  carefully  chosen.  We  endeavour 
to  come  in  at  the  psychological  moment  to  hold  back  or  to  move  forward 
rapidly  according  as  circumstances  seem  best. 

Removed  from  Politics. 

Fortunately,  in  the  administration  the  Board  has  been  very  well  served 
by  the  gentleman  who  will  preside  over  you,  whose  reputation  you  know, 
and  by  his  able  assistants, helped  largely  by  the  sane  advice  of  the  permanent 
head  of  the  Department,  Sir  Hubert  Llewellyn  Smith.  But  for  some  time 
past,  and  especially  by  the  light  of  recent  events,  we  have  been  considering 
whether  the  time  had  not  arrived  to  take  a step  forward  in  the  direction 
which  we  have  already  been  pursuing,  and  proposals  have  been  made  in 
various  quarters,  notably  by  one  of  your  members,  Sir  Charles  Macara,  in 
this  matter.  One  disadvantage  of  the  existing  system  is  undoubtedly  that  it 
brings  into  action  and  prominence  the  Parliamentary  head  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  who  is  necessarily  a politician  (though  in  my  opinion  none  the  worse 
for  that)  and  a member  of  the  Government,  into  disputes  and  conciliation 
which  ought  to  be  purely  industrial.  It  has  been  my  policy — and  I hope  my 
action — during  my  two  years  at  the  Board  of  Trade  to  efface  as  far  as 
possible  my  personality  as  a political  President,  and  I believe  my  Depart- 
ment have  won  the  confidence  of  the  public  and  of  the  two  industrial  sides 
to  a remarkable  degree.  At  the  same  time  I realise  that  if  the  action  of  the 
Department  in  these  matters  could  be  still  further  removed  from  the  sphere 
of  politics  or  the  suspicion  of  politics  it  would  give  even  greater  confidence, 
and  there  would  be  greater  willingness  by  parties  to  a dispute  to  seek  the 
assistance  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  The  President  cannot,  of  course, 
dissociate  himself  from  all  responsibility,  and  in  certain  circumstances 
the  Government  may  have  to  intervene  as  a last  resource.  But  such  cases 
would  be  few  and  far  betweeen.  In  addition  to  the  creation  of  the  Industrial 
Council,  I am  creating  a special  department  under  the  direction  of  your 
chairman  as  Chief  Industrial  Commissioner,  where  the  existing  Board  of 
Trade  powers  of  conciliation  and  arbitration  will  in  future  be  exercised. 

A National  Body. 

The  other  reason  for  the  creation  of  the  Industrial  Council  is  that  we 
believe  that  the  powers  and  position  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  its  good  offices, 
could  be  advantageously  strengthened  in  the  direction  of  what  may  be 
called  a national  industrial  body  of  weight  and  of  repute,  consisting  of 
representatives  of  the  two  great  sides  of  industry  in  the  country,  a body 
which  I should  imagine  would  have  periodic  meetings  and  meet  face  to  face 
to  discuss  questions  in  which  all  are  interested  (to  this  I attach  importance), 
a body  that  would  bring  to  bear  on  these  problems  a great  range  of  advice, 
great  weight,  and  a greater  likelihood,  therefore,  of  useful  and  acceptable 
action,  especially — and  I lay  stress  on  this — before  rather  than  after  stoppage 
of  work.  Such  a body  would  also  enable  an  appeal  to  be  made  to  it  by  one 
or  other  of  the  combatants  without  loss  of  dignity.  I would  point  out 
further  that  of  late  years,  both  on  the  side  of  the  "employers  and  on  the 
side  of  the  workmen,  considerable  steps  have  been  taken  towards  what  I 
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in  ay  call  federated  effort  combinations  of  Trade  Unions  on  the  one  hand 
and  federations  of  employers  associations  on  the  other — and  that  from  the 
point  of  view  of  trade  disputes  trade  and  industry  are  far  more  inter- 
dependent than  they  used  to  be.  While,  therefore,  a few  years  ago  the 
creation  of  a National  Conciliation  Council  representative  of  the  great 
industries  might  have  been  thought  to  be  premature,  its  existence  is  really 
now  essential,  so  that  these  matters  can  be  considered  as  a whole.  Its 
work  will  be  carried  out  no  doubt  largely  on  the  lines  instituted  by  the  Board 
of  Trade.  Its  representative  and  weighty  character  will  give  greater  con- 
fidence and  therefore  greater  opportunity. 

What  the  Council  may  Become. 

There  are  two  points  which  I ought  to  make  clear.  As  lias  been  already 
stated  in  the  public  announcement  of  the  creation  of  the  Council,  there  is 
no  intention  whatever  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  interfere  with  any 
voluntary  arrangements  for  conciliation  or  arbitration.  The  Industrial 
Council  and  the  new  Department  will  supplement  such  arrangements  and 
in  no  way  attempt  to  supplant  them.  Fear  has  also  been  expressed  that 
the  Council  may  interfere  with  the  freedom  of  action  of  federations  of 
employers  or  of  the  unions  of  the  men.  But  I wish  to  state  clearly — and 
I am  sure  that  will  be  your  view — that  there  will  be  no  compulsion  on 
either  side  to  submit  their  case  to  the  Council  or  to  accept  its  advice  or 
its  decisions.  The  Council  will  not  interfere  with  the  freedom  of  action 
of  the  employers  or  the  employed.  But  what  we  do  believe  is  that  if  the 
Council  obtains  and  retains  the  confidence  of  the  country,  it  will  come  more 
and  more  to  be  considered  the  proper,  the  right,  and  the  natural  course  in 
the  case  of  a dispute,  where  the  disputants  cannot  come  to  terms  them- 
selves, that  before  a stoppage  of  work  takes  place  the  case  should  be  sub- 
mitted for  examination  and  advice.  No  one  surely  with  a good  case  can 
be  averse  to  having  the  full  facts  of  the  differences  that  exist  thoroughly 
investigated.  This  will  be  the  position  to  which  I trust  the  Council  will 
speedily  attain.  , 

Composition  of  the  Council. 

One  word  as  to  the  composition  of  the  Council.  It  was  essential  not 
to  have  an  over  large  and  unwieldy  body,  and  to  confine  it  to  reasonable 
numbers.  That  is  my  answer  to  the  representations  which  have  been  made 
to  me  that  various  representatives  of  this  or  the  other  body  have  not  been 
invited  to  serve.  I regret  this  should  be  so,  but  it  was  inevitable,  and  all  I 
can  say  is  this — if  found  by  experience  and  after  consultation  with  the  Council 
that  additions  may  be  usefully  made  to  that  body  they  can  subsequently  be 
made.  You  were  asked  in  your  individual  capacities,  but  you  were  asked  in 
each  case  because  you  were  known  by  the  responsible  position  you  hold  to 
be  a representative  man,  and  to  be  a man  who  knew  your  trade  intimately. 
The  composition  of  the  Council  has,  I think,  been  generally  approved,  and  it 
is  gratifying  to  me  to  say  that  almost  every  one  of  the  invitations  which  I 
issued  was  cordially  accepted. 

The  chief  criticism  that  I have  seen  in  regal’d  to  the  composition  of  the 
Council  is  that  it  represents  too  much  the  interests  of  the  employers  on 
the  one  hand  and  of  the  workmen  on  the  other,  and  that  it  ignores  the 
interests  of  the  public.  That  point  was,  of  course,  considered.  In  our 
opinion,  the  interests  of  the  public  in  a matter  of  this  sort  are  intended  to 
he  guarded,  and  are  guarded  by  the  Board  of  Trade  and  by  the  Chairman 
of  the  Council.  But  I am  sure,  in  reference  to  this  point,  that  in  these 
matters  the  views  which  the  Council  would  hold  would  not  be  in  any  way 
adverse  to  the  interests  of  the  public  at  large.  As  regards  the  best  methods 
of  carrying  your  duties,  I do  not  propose  to  enter  into  details.  The  very 
last  thing  I desire  is  to  lay  before  you  any  cut  and  dried  scheme.  I desire 
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that  you,  the  Council,  should  have  the  greatest  possible  elasticity  of  action. 
I should  say  generally  that  you  are  all  busy  men,  and  that  you  cannot  your- 
selves give  the  time  to  attend  to  or  settle  the  very  large  number  of  disputes 
which  come  to  the  Board  of  Trade.  But  on  occasion,  in  large  disputes  and 
in  disputes  involving  especially  several  trades,  your  wide  knowledge,  your 
influence,  and  your  discretion  will  be  of  the  greatest  possible  value.  None 
of  us,  of  course,  is  foolish  enough  to  say  or  to  think  that  the  creation  of  the 
Industrial  Council  or  the  creation  of  a new  special  department  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  is  a panacea  for  trade  difficulties  and  trade  disputes.  I am  sure 
none  of  us  cherish  any  such  illusion.  But  we  do  believe  that  a body  of  this 
sort,  with  a Chairman  like  Sir  George  Aslcwith,  will  exercise  a good  and  great 
influence  in.  helping  towards  the  satisfactory  settlement  of  disputes,  and 
especially  in  helping  to  settle  them  before  they  lead  to  stoppage  of  work. 
I thank  you  heartily  for  your  response  to  my  invitation  and  for  your 
presence  heee  to-day,  and  I wish  you  God-speed. 

The  Council’s  Procedure. 

“ A Judicial  Capacity.” 

After  the  President  had  left,  the  Council,  with  Sir  George  Askwitb  in 
the  chair,  at  once  proceeded  to  discuss  their  methods  of  procedure. 

It  was  decided  to  hold  periodic  meetings  in  February,  June,  and 
November  of  each  year,  and  to  hold  such  other  meetings  as  might  be 
necessary,  the  Chairman  being  given  power  to  summon  a meetng  of  the 
whole  Council  or  to  consult  any  member  or  members  of  the  Council  at  any 
time  to  consider  matters  with  which  it  might  appear  desirable  that  the 
Council  should  deal.  The  Council  unanimously  agreed  that,  except  in  very 
special  cases;  which  would  be  considered  on  their  merits  in  each  instance, 
the  meetings  of  the  Council  should  be  private  and  confidential,  and  chat 
on  the  conclusion  of  the  meetings  only  such  official  statements  should  be 
issued  as  might  be  authorised  by  the  Council  or  by  the  Chairman  acting  on 
their  behalf. 

The  Chairman  put  before  the  Council  the  point  that  when  questions 
were  referred  to  the  Council  such  matters  should  be  treated  by  them  as 
if  they  were  acting  in  a judicial  capacity  and  not  as  advocates  and  after 
due  consideration  of  the  facts  and  evidence  brought  before  them.  A unani- 
mous consent  was  accorded  to  this  proposition. 


Classifying  the  Council's  Work. 

The  Chairman  mentioned  various  classes  of  cases  which  might  require 
to  be  dealt  with,  amongst  which  were  the  following  ; — 

1.  Cases  which  may  be  referred  to  the  Council,  as  an  impartial  body, 
for  their  opinion  upon  the  facts  only  of  the  case,  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
parties  privately. 

2.  Cases  which  may  be  referred  to  the  Council  in  order  that  the  facts 
may  be  impartially  ascertained  and  recommendations  made  to  each  side, 
the  acceptance  of  such  recommendations  not  to  be  obligatory  nor  made 
public. 

3.  Cases  similar  to  those  last  mentioned,  but  both  sides  agreeing  before- 
hand that  the  recommendations  of  the  Council  be  made  public. 

4.  Cases  which  may  be  referred  to  the  Council  upon  which  a decision 
may  be  given,  the  parties  agreeing  to  accept  the  decision  as  a full  settlement. 
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5.  Cases  which  may  be  referred  to  the  Council  under  special  circum- 
stances by  the  Board  of  Trade  or  the  Government. 

6.  Other  matters  apart  from  particular  disputes  which  the  Board  of 
Trade  or  the  Government  may  decide  to  refer  to  the  Council  with  a view 
to  obtaining  a considered  and  representative  opinion  upon  specific  points. 


TRADE  UNION  MOVEMENT  IN  GERMANY. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Herr  C.  Legien  and  his  colleagues  of  the 
General  Committee  of  Trade  Unions  in  Germany,  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  received  towards  the  end  of  August,  1911,  a copy  of  the 
“ Protokoll  des  achten  Kongresses  der  Gewertschaften  Deutschlands,  ” the 
following  extracts  from  which  will  assuredly  be  read  by  British  Trade 
Unionists  with  considerable  interest,  particularly  in  view  of  the  many 
criticisms  which  have  been  directed  against  the  National  Insurance  Bill, 
so  far  as  its  probable  effect  upon  Trade  Unionism  is  concerned:  — 

German  Trade  Unions. 

At  the  last  German  Trades  Union  Congress  held  in  Dresden  (26th 
June — 1st  July,  1911)  the  President  (Herr  Legien)  was  able  to  boast  that 
their  organisation  (the  General  Committee  of  German  Trade  Unions)  had 
now  passed,  in  point  of  number  of  members  affiliated,  the  figure  of 

2.000. 000,  for  which  they  had  long  striven.  The  exact  membership,  he 
said,  was  2,276,000,  and  this  was  the  number  represented  at  the  Congress. 
As  to  the  total  annual  income  of  the  Trade  Unions  affiliated,  this  was 
estimated  to  have  reached  £3,220,00,  and  on  the  1st  January,  1910, 
their  total  assets  amounted  to  £2,629,000. 

The  German  Federation  ranks  first,  therefore,  among  the  Trade  Union 
organisations  of  the  world.  The  British  Trades  Union  Congress  comes  next 
with  1,647,715  members  affiliated,  and  the  American  Federation  of  Labour 
with  1,588,000. 

So  large  an  organisation  deserves  attention,  therefore,  from  British 
Trade  Unionists,  and  information  follows  in  regard  to  it  which  may  prove 
interesting  and  even  instructive  to  them. 

Short  Survey  of  German  Trade  Union  Movement. 

The  development  of  the  Trade  Union  movement  in  Germany  may  be 
said  to  have  commenced  in  1890,  when  the  laws  promulgated  against  the 
Socialists  were  repealed,  although  the  workers  had  commenced  organising 
in  the  sixties.  As  to  the  earlier  periods  of  Trade  Unionism,  there  are  few 
particulars  available,  but  in  1877  statistics  were  prepared,  and  from  them 
we  gather  that  the  number  of  workmen  organised  in  that  year  totalled 

50.000.  Then  came  the  laws  against  the  Socialists,  which  impeded  the 
work  of  organisation.  In  1885,  however,  it  is  computed  that  there  were 
100,300  workmen  wTho  were  members  of  Trade  Unions ; in  the  spring  of 
1889,  135,300 ; and  in  1890,  277,000.  At  the  end  of  the  year  1890  the 
General  Committee  of  German  Trade  Unions  reported  that  there  were 
301,000  Trade  Unionists.  Then  there  came  a falling  off  in  membership,  but 
since  1894  statistics  prove  that  there  has  been  a steady  growth.  It  took 
nearly  ten  years  after  the  repeal  of  the  laws  against  the  Socialists  to  increase 
the  membership  to  half-a-million,  but  during  the  next  ten  years  the  member- 
ship grew  much  more  rapidly,  attaining  in  1910  the  figure  of  2,017,013. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  growth  of  the  Trade  Unions  since  1899  : — 


Year. 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 


Membership. 

580,473 

680,427 

677,510 

733,606 

887,698 


1904  1,052,108 


Increase. 

86,731 

99,954 

55,696 

154,492 

160,410 


Year.  Membership. 

1905  1,344,803 

1906  1,689,709 

1907  1,865,506 

1908  1,831,731 

1909  1,832,667 

1910  2,017,013 


I ncrease. 

292,695 

344,906 

175,797 

936 

184,346 


' • ••• 

Meanwhile  the  Hirsch-Duncker  unions  show  for  the  period  1900  to  1910 

“ onsXS,  VronTSSi  /o'r  3641  * Ed  tto  Christ!0 

unions  irom  159,770  to  295,129.  The  membership  of  the  ordinary  Trad* 

Umons  was  mdeed  higher  in  1610  than  the  figure  giveTin  the  JoreSa 
table,  as  it  does  not  include  the  agricultural  labourers,  numbering  ll°  >3-° 
and  the  Union  of  Domestic  Workers,  numbering  4,901  These%vm-k«s 
have  been  only  recently  organised.  e uorners 

■duringS  tt^li  “ 

Sd  tasp^rt  worlU  yeai'  W8S  ‘hat  °f  ‘he  orS“isati“3  °f  « 

Of  the  53  federations,  the  following  are  some  of  the  largest: 


Membership. 

Metal  Workers  415,863 

Masons,  Bricklayers  ...  173,626 

Factory  Workers  159,152 

Wood  Workers  158,767 

Transport  Workers  ...  124  891 
Miners  120,493 


Membership. 

Textile  Workers 113,822 

Builders’  Labourers  ...  61  867 

Prillters 60,’»23 

Carpenters  54,908 

Painters  42  692 

Bootmakers 42,152 


tableIUwPhfobnfi;iLmiV  be  inlereSting  t?  draw  attenti°n  to  the  following 
S perrXm^S%foTlh  “ ““bership  of  these  organisations  d 


189-2. 

1 1896. 

1899. 

1902. 

Metalworkers  .... 
Masons,  Bricklayers  ... 
Factory  Workers 
Wood  Workers  .. 
"Transport  Workers  . 
Miners  

1 26,121 
11,842 
2,460 

1 s ‘4  on 

1 

! 41,095 
26,600 
11,247 
38,647 
4,780 
8,000 
17,574- 
2,728 
21,002 
13,282 
7,264 
11,950 

85,013 

74,534 

22,592 

62,570 

8,730 

33,000 

37,617 

11,149 

26,344 

23,719 

9,540 

12,173 

128,842 

82,223 

33,640 

70,390 

19,713 

Textile  Workers 

Builders’  Labourers  

Printers  

6,515 

2,000 

non 

41,894 

38,178 

16,193 

Carpenters  

Painters  . . . 

8,371 
a nan 

33,369 

24,502 

Bootmakers 

6,272 

• 

14,303 

18,680 

1905. 


1908. 


1910. 


233,323 

155,911 

66,689 

119,925 

46,906 

124,976 

66,959 

46,308 

43,251 

42,249 

29,470 

28,626 


360,099 

175,019 

136,195 

146,337 

88,096 

112,192 

116,403 

55,526 

55,482 

51,119 

39,485 

39,306 


1 415,863 
173,626 

159.152 
I 158,767 
i 124,891 

! 120,493 

113,822 
61,867 
| 60,923 
! 54,908 
! 42,692 

42.152 


precedSg  guarterhy S1 1 , 00CL ' membershiP  stood  at  186,500,  having  increased  in  the 
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The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  organised  and  unorganised 
workers  in  Germany  according  to  groups  of  trades  : — 


Industry. 

N umber 
employed 
from  16 
upwards. 

Number  of 
members 
organised 
in  1910. 

Percentage 

of 

organised 

workers. 

Gardening  

60,859 

5,561 

9T4 

Miners 

590,780 

291,236 

120,493 

58,900 

20 ’40 

Stone  and  earthenware  industry  (glass,  pottery  workers)... 

20-22 

Metal  workers  (coppersmiths,  machine  workers,  ships’ 
carpenters,  smiths)  

1,462,355 

459,304 

31-41 

Factory  workers  

851,503 

159,152 

18-69 

Textile  workers 

768,959 

113,822 

14-80 

Paper  and  leather  industry  (bookbinders,  leather  workers, 
saddlers,  upholsterers)  

174,341 

61,938 

35-53 

Wood  industry,  including  coopers,  glaziers,  workers  in 
wood,  umbrella  makers  

490,774 

174,711 

35  60 

Food  stuffs,  etc.  (bakers,  confectioners,  brewery,  mill 
workers,  butchers,  tobacco  workers) 

539,331 

101,619 

18-84 

Clothing  industry  (hatters,  furriers,  boot  and  shoe  makers, 
artificial  flower  workers,  barbers)  

468,493 

98,365 

21-00 

Building  trades  (masons,  tilers,  painters,  bricklayers, 
asphalt  workers,  labourers) 

1,085,861 

360,589 

33-21 

Printing  trades(printers, music  engravers, lithographers, etc) 

137,981 

94,775 

68-69 

Transport  workers 

905,854 

140,294 

15-49 

Hotel  employes 

268,336 

10,320 

3-85 

Municipal  employes  

88,173 

36,125 

40-97 

Civil  musicians  

1,858 

Total 

8,184,836 

1,997,826 

21-41 

Clerical  and  administrative  staff  of  all  trades 

670,305 

19,472 

23 

Total  

8,855,141 

2,017,298 

22-78 

The  number  of  women  who  are  members  of  Trade  Unions  is  consider- 
ably increasing,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  table  : — 


Total  TradelUnion 
Membership. 

Number  of 
Women  Workers. 

Percentage, 

1905  .. 

1,344,803 

74,411 

57 

1906 

1^689,709 

118,908 

7-1 

10Q7 

1,856,506 

136,929 

73 

190ft 

1,831,731 

138,443 

76 

1909 

1^832,667 

133,888 

73 

IQIO 

2.01 7.01 3 

161.512 

8'0 

these  women  Trade  Unionists  : — ■ 

39,524  belong  to  the  Textile  Workers. 
19,610  ,,  Factory  Workers. 

15,400 

12,308 

8,965 

8,060 

Tobacco  Workers. 
Bookbinders. 
Printers. 
Bootmakers. 

Financial  Situation  of  the  German  Trade  Unions. 

During  the  year  1910  the  financial  power  of  the  unions  would  have 
suffered  a severe  blow  had  the  employers’  wishes  been  realised.  It  is 
their  evident  intention  to  cripple  financially  the  Trade  Unions  m order 
to  be  able  to  dictate  to  them  what  terms  they  like.  To  this  end  they  are 
emploving  the  weapon  of  the  general  lock-out.  They  used  it  twice  in 
1910— in  the  building  trades  and  among  the  dock  workers.  To  facilitate, 
moreover,  the  use  of  the  lock-out  and  render  this  weapon  more  powerful, 
the  Employers’  Federations  have  adopted  the  policy  of  so  arranging  wage 
contracts  that  they  may  terminate  on  the  same  date  in  different  trades. 
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In  this  way  they  are  able  to  spread  the  lock-out  over  a very  large  urea, 
in  the  hope  that  with  the  heavier  strain  on  the  funds  of  the  unions  the 
workers  will  be  obliged  to  accept  the  new  conditions  imposed,  whatever 
these  may  be.  But  what  has  been  so  far  the  conseijuencd  of  this  policy 
of  extensive  lock-Quts  forced  by  the  employers?  The  same  results  have 
followed  as  at  previous  periods  when  they  employed  similar  means  to  fight 
the  workers — an  accession  of  financial  strength  to  the  unions.  The  income 
to  the  society  rose  in  1909  from  £2,526,450  to  £6,220,000  in  1910,  the  total 
working  balance  from  £2,174,042  to  £2,629,000,  or  about  62s.  per  head 
income,  and  over  26s.  as  the  balance  in  hand  for  each  member.  Naturally, 
this  increase  could  not  have  been  obtained  without  special  calls  from  the 
men.  But  this  is  just  the  most  encouraging  feature  of  the  whole  situation, 
that  the  lock-out  mania  of  the  employers  has  synchronised  with  an  increased 
willingness  for  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  men.  Nearly  £250,000  were 
paid  in  extra  levies  by  the  workers  in  response  to  the  demand  of  their 
Executives.  The  masons  and  bricklayers  alone  paid  over  £98,000,  the 
Hbuilders’  labourers  close  upon  £33,000,  the  carpenters  £40,000  extra  in 
levies  during  the  year.  This  ready  response  to  extra  levies  imposed  enabled 
the  men  to  settle  the  conflicts  more  satisfactorily,  and  destroyed  the  plans 
of  the  employers  for  crippling  the  unions. 

But  while  these  extra  levies  have  been  flowing  in,  the  ordinary  sub- 
scriptions likewise  have  been  steadily  rising.  The  following  table  shows 
the  income  per  head,  expense,  and  amount  of  balance  in  hand  for  each 
person  (calculated  in  approximate  figures):  — 

Income.  Expense.  Balance  in  hand. 


S. 

d. 

S. 

a. 

S. 

<1. 

1900 

14 

0 

11 

9 

11 

4 

1905 

20 

7 

18 

7 

14 

6 

1906 

24 

6 

21 

9 

15 

0 

1907 

27 

6 

23 

2 

17 

9 

1908 

26 

6 

23 

0 

22 

4 

1909 

27 

6 

3 

23 

8 

1910 

32 

0 

28 

8 

26 

0 

The  principal  sums  expended  in  benefits  are  as  follows,  the  figures  being 
'the  total  of  the  whole  trades  : — 


1910  1909 

£>  £ 

Travelling  money 50,800  56,290 

Moving  benefit  15,800  14,060 

Out-of-work  benefit  303,800  429,690 

Sick  benefit 451,435  444,867 

Invalidity  benefit  25,238  — 

Benevolent  fund  27,400  27,350 

Funeral  benefit 44,200  41,943 

Strikes 953,500  — 

Support  to  strikes  in  other  trades,  and  abroad  26,700  — 

Legal  protection  16,500  — 

Victimisation  pay 40,480  53,734 

Propaganda 125,200  — 

The  friendly  benefits  have  extended  in  latter  years.  In  1900,  out  of 
58  federations,  21  alone  paid  out-of-work  benefit.  In  1910  there  were  41 
out  of  53  federations  supporting  their  unemployed  members. 

By  means  of  these  benefits  the  Trade  Unions  have  greatly  contributed 
"towards  maintaining  the  efficiency  of  the  industrial  classes.  The  German 
Eederation  maintains,  therefore,  that  some  recognition  for  the  benefits  to 
German  industry  should  now  be  shown  by"  lightening  the  financial  responsi- 
bilities of  the  unions.  It  is  not  just,  they  say,  that  they  should  now  have  to 
pay  10  marks  and  more  per  head  of  their  membership  in  one  year,  for 
instance,  in  out-of-work  pay.  In  1910  the  printers  paid  as  much  as  16s.  pep- 
bead,  In  the  three  previous  years  it  was  even  higher. 
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Just  as  the  expenditure  for  friendly  benefits  has  grown  in  recent 
times,  so  the  strike  pay  has  greatly  increased  during  the  same  period. 
This  is  partly  due  to  the  lock-outs  of  the  employers.  Up  till  1903  it  seldom 
went  over  £100,000  per  annum.  In  1903  it  went  up  to  £225,000,  until  in 
1910  it  nearly  attained  a million  pounds  (£953,500).  AJarge  amount  went 
in  the  building  trades  and  dock  labourers’  lock-outs;  thus  the  builders’ 
labourers  paid  £105,600;  masons  and  bricklayers,  £270,150;  carpenters, 
£89,000 ; and  the  other  trades  paid  out  sums  relatively  as  high. 

Trade  Union  Activities. 

It  may  be  pertinent  now  to  draw  attention  to  the  spheres  of  activity 
under  the  control  of  the  General  Committee  of  German  Trade  Unions. 

Propaganda. 

A large  sum  of  money  is  spent  in  organising  by  the  German  General 
Committee  ; as  a matter  of  fact,  this  is  the  largest  department  of  their  work. 
Glancing  at  the  balance  sheet  for  the  period  from  the  third  quarter  of  1908 
to  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1911  we  find  that  a total  amount  of  £15,500 
(in  round  figures)  was  spent  in  this  work. 

The  duties  of  this  branch  are  to  increase  the  number  of  Trade  Unionists 
and  to  educate  the  public  in  favour  of  the  Trade  Union  movement.  Propa- 
ganda tours  are  organised;  public  meetings  and  conferences  held;  workers’ 
secretaries,  or  organisers  for  districts  appointed ; unions  formed.  In  1909, 
for  instance,  much-needed  organisations  were  established  among  the 
agricultural  workers  and  domestic  servants.  In  so  short  a period,  as  many 
as  12,000  of  the  former  have  been  won  for  Trade  Unionism — agricultural 
labourers  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  word— and  it  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  these  workers  in  certain  parts  of  Germany  are  denied  the  right  of 
coalition. 

From  certain  districts  of  Italy  workmen  emigrate  to  Germany.  Accord- 
ingly, two  organisers  are  sent  every  winter  to  those  regions,  in  order  to 
preach  the  need  of  solidarity  among  fellow  craftsmen. 

At  the  public  meetings  held,  while  Trade  Unionism  is  the  principal  topic 
under  discussion,  legislative  questions  which  may  at  the  time  be  intimately 
affecting  the  workers  are  not  lost  sight  of. 

The  usefulness  of  this  special  work  of  organising  is  manifesting  itself 
not  only  in  improved  wages  and  working  conditions,  but  in  the  more  favour- 
able attitude  which  public  bodies  are  slowly  adopting  towards  Trade 
Unionism,  in  the  awakening  consciousness  of  the  workers  themselves  to 
their  needs  and  power,  and  in  the  ever-increasing  number  of  members  of  their 
own  class  appointed  as  officials  at  Trade  Courts,  the  Sick  Insurance  Bureaux, 
the  Conciliation  Courts. 

Education  of  Young  Workmen. 

In  conformity  with  the  decision  taken  by  the  Trades  Union  Congress 
held  in  Hamburg,  a scheme  having  for  its  purpose  the  education  of  younger 
members  of  the  working  classes  were  duly  carried  into  effect.  A directing 
committee  was  formed,  consisting  of  four  members  from  the  Trade  Unions, 
four  from  the  Socialist  Party,  and  four  representing  the  youthful  workers. 
Instructions  were  sent  out  from  the  head  office  to  the  different  localities,  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  the  necessary  local  committees  and  fixing  the 
arrangements  for  educating  these  workers. 

In  everv  place  where  it  was  possible  to  carry  out  these  instructions 
committees  have  been  formed,  so  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
1911  377  of  them  were  at  work.  These  committees  are  formed  on  the  plan, 
of  the  central  committees. 
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Detailed  statements  for  lectures  covering  the  different  spheres  of  science, 
as  well  as  arrangements  for  social  meetings  and  entertainments,  have  been 
prepared.  Libraries  are  formed  at  the  larger  towns,  and  suggestions  have 
been  made  in  regard  to  establishing  clubs  (homes)  for  young  workmen. 

District  committees  have  also  been  formed  to  further  the  unity  of  the 
movement  and  to  support  the  local  committees.  Their  task  is  : — 

(1)  To  carry  on  propaganda  work  on  behalf  of  the  movement  and  to 
persuade  adults  to  lend  their  assistance  to  it ; 

(2)  to  collect  all  necessary  material  of  importance  to  the  movement ; 

(3)  to  arrange  lecturing  tours  and  speakers  for  local  committees  ; 

(4)  to  assist  these  local  committees  with  advice  and  information. 

On  April  18th  and  19th,  1910,  a conference  of  representatives  of  local 
committees  was  called  by  the  head  committee ; 129  localities  were  repre- 
sented. Different  forms  of  activity  were  agreed  upon,  and  among  the 
subjects  discussed  was  “ The  Protection  of  Minors.” 

A newspaper — the  “ Arbeiter-Jugend  ” — has  been  founded,  the  first 
number  appearing  on  January  30th,  1909.  It  is  published  every  fortnight. 
There  were  54,000  subscribers  at  the  end  of  1910.  Clubs  (or  homes)  exist 
now  at  more  than  100  places. 

The  education  of  the  younger  members  of  the  working  classes  has 
-aroused  the  enmity  of  the  Prussian  bureaucracy,  who  are  doing  their  utmost 
to  prove  that  these  organisations  are  run  for  political  objects,  in  order  that 
rthey  may  break  them  up.  This  has  simply  had  the  effect  of  hastening  the 
development  of  these  organisations. 

Trade  Union  Journals. 

The  General  Committee  of  German  Trade  Unions  issues  three  journals 
or  newspapers,  one  for  German  workmen,  another  for  Italians,  and  a third 
ior  Polish  workers. 

The  price  of  the  “ Correspondenzblatt,”  the  chief  newspaper,  is  2s.  6d. 
-per  quarter;  it  is  issued  weekly.  The  edition  runs  now  to  27,600  copies,  and 
more  than  200  persons  have  a share  in  the  preparation  and  publication  of 
the  paper.  It  gives  full  statistical  information  concerning  Trade  Unions, 
a monthly  literary  survey  of  printed  matter  dealing  with  the  working- 
class  movement,  a complete  directory  of  Trade  Unions  at  home  and  abroad, 
reports  on  legal  decisions  affecting  the  workers,  while  every  department  of 
Trade  Union  activity  abroad  is  brought  before  the  notice  of  its  readers. 
The  newspaper  is  sent  gratis  to  Trade  Union  officials. 

It  must,  however,  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  German  Trade  Unionist 
does  not  mind  seeing  in  the  balance  sheet  the  item  of  expenditure  for 
these  newspapers  far  exceed  the  income.  The  following  are  the  figures 
■extracted  from  the  auditors’  report  for  the  period  from  third  quarter, 
1908,  to  first  quarter,  1911. 

INCOME. 

German 
journal. 

From  Trade  Unions,  subscriptions,  and  single  sales...  £940 

EXPENDITURE. 

Editing,  printing,  paper,  despatching,  etc £9,165 

Social-Political  Department. 

This  department  of  the  German  General  Committee  was  formed  on 
the  1st  April,  1910.  Its  object  is  to  collect  together  all  material  relating 
<to  the  proteeion  of  the  workman  and  to  organise  propaganda  for  the  removal 


Italian 

Polish 

journal. 

journal. 

£1,636  .. 

..  £1,103 

£2,430  . 

..  £1,684 
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of  social  grievances.  Much  work  in  this  direction  was  already  being  done, 
but  it  lacked  unity.  There  was  a committee  at  work  having  for  its  object? 
the  protection  of  workmen  in  the  building  trades,  another  for  the  abolition- 
of  the  living-in  system,  and  the  evils  incident  to  home  work  were  being- 
combatted  by  the  General  Committee  in  co-operation  with  the  Trade  Unions 
affected.  The  necessity  for  centralising  this  work  became  too  apparent  to 
be  overlooked.  Moreover,  it  had  been  repeatedly  demonstrated  that  a 
collection  of  the  necessary  material  to  support  the  demand  for  a broader 
legislation  in  favour  of  the  workman  was  not  to  hand.  Accordingly  the- 
representatives  of  Executives  of  Trade  Unions,  who  met  in  March,  1909, 
decided  to  found  this  social-political  department.  The  two  committees 
referred  to  were  dissolved  and  their  work  transferred  to  the  new  branch. 
This  has  now  likewise  to  collect  together  all  the  necessary  material  relating 
to  social  legislation,  and  to  arrange  it  in  such  a manner  as  to  render  it 
available  whenever  Parliament  discusses  any  matters  affecting  the  workers. 
As  this  material  will  be  chiefly  employed  by  the  Socialist  members  of 
Parliament,  the  Socialist  Party  have  considered  it  their  duty  to  bear  a 
portion  of  the  expenses,  which,  of  course,  gives  to  them  certain  voting 
rights  in  connection  with  the  general  work  of  the  department.  Its  adminis- 
tration, however,  lies  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Committee.  It  has  not 
a separate  and  independent  existence,  but,  like  the  newspaper  or  journal 
department,  forms  a part  of  the  whole  working  apparatus  of  the  Committee. 
The  balance  sheet  shows  that  up  to  the  present  time  about  £950  has  oeen 
spent  on  the  work  of  this  branch. 

The  International  Federation. 

It  is  the  Committee  of  German  Trade  Unions  to  whom  is  due  the  honour 
of  organising  the  present  International  Federation  of  national  organisations. 
They  first  mentioned  the  idea,  through  their  President,  to  the  foreign  and 
native  Trade  Unionists  who  had  met  at  the  Scandinavian  Workmen’s  Congress- 
held  in  Copenhagen  in  1901.  The  following  year,  in  1902,  at  an  International 
Conference  in  Stuttgart,  the  question  was  again  discussed,  and  a decision 
taken  to  carry  the  idea  into  effect.  The  central  organisations  of  20  countries 
are  now  affiliated  to  the  International  Federation.  The  International 
Secretary  is  Herr  Legien  and  his  assistant  Herr  Baumeister. 

International  Conferences  have  been  held  at  the  following  places : At 
Dublin  in  1903,  at  Amsterdam  in  1905,  at  Christiania  in  1907,  and  at 
Paris  in  1909. 

Reports  in  three  languages  are  issued  (English,  French,  German), 
and  any  affiliated  country  has  the  right,  at  the  time  of  a great  conflict,  to 
demand  that  appeals  be  circulated  to  the  other  nations  for  assistance.  Only 
one  central  organisation  for  each  country  is  admitted  to  membership,  and 
the  delegation  to  the  conferences  from  each  land  is  not  allowed  to  consist 
of  more  than  two  members.  The  discussion  of  these  international  gatherings 
is  confined,  to  matters  appertaining  to  Trade  Union  organisation.  Theoretical 
subjects  are  rigorously  excluded. 

The  membership  now  totals  5,772,000.  The  principal  countries  affiliated 


are : — 


Members. 


United  States  

Germany  • 

England  (General  Federation  of  Trade  Unions) 

Austria  

France  

Italy  

Sweden  


1.588.000 

1.832.000 

703.000 

455.000 

340.000 

250.000 

108.000 


Australia  is  not  yet  affiliated.  This  is  not  due  to  lack  of  friendly- 
relations,  for  reports  are  willingly  supplied  by  Australian  Trade  Unionists.. 
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The  great  distance  is  a barrier.  Moreover,  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to 
federate  the  chief  organisations  of  the  different  States  of  Australia  into 
one  central  organisation  for  the'  entire  country. 

At  the  last  international  conference,  held  in  August  of  this  year  in 
Buda-Pestli,  a resolution  from  America  was  adopted,  recommending  to  the 
attention  and  examination  of  the  different  national  bodies  the  question  of 
the  establishment  of  an  International  Workers’  Federation. 

The  German  Committee,  in  its  report  to  the  German  Congress,  says 
that  everything  point:?  in  the  direction  of  a powerful  international  organisa- 
tion being  built  up  in  the  near  future. 

Information  Bureau. 

At  the  offices  of  the  General  Committee  a room  has  been  set  apart  for 
the  exhibition  of  the  administrative  material  of  every  Trade  Union  organisa- 
tion affiliated.  Arranged  alphabetically  on  desks  are  the  circulars, 
subscription  cards,  rules,  journals,  and  all  literary  matter  issued  by  the 
societies,  so  that  an  opportunity  is  afforded  Trade  Union  officials  of  learning 
the  best  and  most  efficient  methods  of  carrying  on  their  work.  Th^.  publica- 
tions of  all  the  central  unions,  as  well  as  those  issued  by  Employers’ 
Federations,  etc.,  have  been  kept  since  1899. 

Courses  of  Instruction. 

The  educational  courses,  which  were  started  in  1906,  last  on  an  average 
about  six  weeks.  The  number  of  members  who  join  is  generally  about  70. 
From  the  commencement  to  the  time  of  reporting  (June,  1911)  1,120 
members  have  joined  these  courses.  The  Building  Trades  Federation 
sent  153  students,  the  Metal  Trades  105,  the  Transport  Workers  51.  Among 
the  subjects  of  the  lectures  are  : “ History  and  Theory  of  the  German  Trade 
Union  Movement,”  “Employers’  Federations,”  “ The  Trade  Union  Move- 
ment in  Foreign  Lands,”  “ Collective  Bargaining,”  “ Trade  Union 
Literature,”  “ Banking,”  “ Criminal  Law,”  “ Sanitation.” 

For  the  workers’  secretaries  or  district  organisers  courses  of  instruction 
were  formed  in  1909,  special  attention  being  given  to  insurance  law,  civil 
and  legal  procedure,  workmen’s  protection.  These  organisers  are  often 
called  upon  to  defend  the  workman’s  cause  in  the  courts.  Hence  the 
specialised  instruction  arranged  for  them. 

Referring  again  to  the  balance  sheet,  we  find  that  over  £5,200  has  been 
spent  in  this  branch  of  activity,  while  about  £1,200  has  been  received 
towards  expenses. 

Statistical  Committee. 

In  1907  a Special  Statistical  Committee  was  appointed  to  examine 
all  statistical  information  and  decide  as  to  the  nature  and  form  of  future 
communications  from  this  branch.  A meeting  with  the  Statistical  Branch 
of  the  German  Board  of  Trade  was  held  in  order  to  draw  a circular  agree- 
able to  all  parties  for  collecting  from  the  Trade  Unions  information  in 
regard  to  wages  and  wage  contracts.  The  larger  federations  have  also 
agreed  to  supply  the  German  Board  of  Trade  with  reliable  information 
every  month  on  the  subject  of  unemployment.  The  German  Committee 
complains  bitterly  that  although  they  and  their  affiliated  organisations  are 
perfectly  willing  to  go  to  extra  expense  and  trouble  to  give  the  German 
Board  of  Trade  fuller  information,  the  latter  does  not  see  its  way  to  publish 
reliable  data  on  the  question  of  lock-outs  and  strikes.  They  suggest  that 
the  figures  are  “ cooked  ” in  order  to  bolster  up  the  demand  for  repressive 
legislation.  The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  drew  attention  on  one  occasion 
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to  what  he  called  the  “ criminal  character  ” of  these  figures.  The  question^ 
was  raised  in  the  Reichstag  in  1910,  but  nothing  has  been  done  to  improve- 
matters. 

The  German  Committee  itself  issues  exact  and  detailed  statistical 
information  on  Trade  Unions  and  trade  federations,  the  strength  of  the1 
larger  societies,  wage  movements,  strikes,  lock-outs,  protection  and 
insurance  of  the  workers,  the  state  of  the  labour  market,  wage  contracts, 
the  decisions  of  the  German  Trade,  Mining,  and  Commercial  Courts. 

This  information  is  either  included  in  their  weekly  publication  or 
issued  in  special  supplements. 

Delegations. 

No  money  is  spared  to  send  representatives  to  gatherings  of  workmen 
other  than  those  directly  connected  with  the  German  Committee.  The 
committee’s  last  report  states  that  they  had  sent  delegates  not  only  to  the- 
Sick  Insurance  Conference,  the  Co-operative  Congress,  the  International 
Congress  of  Trade  Union  Secretaries  held  in  Paris,  1909,  but  also  to  the- 
Trades  Union  Congresses  held  in  Sweden  (Stockholm),  Austria  (Vienna), 
France  (Toulouse),  the  International  Conference  on  Unemployment,  and 
the  Copenhagen  International  Congress. 

A special  point  is  made  of  sending  representatives  to  the  annual  con- 
ferences of  the  larger  organisations.  From  1908  to  1911  75  of  these  meetings, 
were  held.  The  German  Committee  was  represented  at  all  but  six  (which 
had  omitted  to  send  invitations). 

Labour  Movement  Officials’  Friendly  Society. 

This  society  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  giving  invalidity  pay  to* 
those  employed  in  the  Labour  movement,  as  well  as  pensioning  the  widow 
and  children  of  a member  at  his  death.  It  has  made  good  progress.  The 
total  number  of  members  has  risen  from  1,871  in  1907  to  2,717  in  1910, 
and  the  annual  income  from  £6,125  to  £10,150.  At  the  end  of  1910,  62' 
widows  and  113  children  (under  18  years)  were  receiving  annual  grants- 
amounting  to  £1,750;  13  invalids  and  four  orphans  wnre  being  paid  a total 
of  £380.  Funeral  benefit  is  also  given.  The  majority  of  the  members  are 
Trade  Union  employes  (1,599).  At  the  close  of  the  year  1910  the  assets- 
amounted  to  about  £38,590. 

While  on  this  subject,  it  may  be  worth  mentioning  that  at  the  last 
Trades  Union  Congress,  held  in  Dresden  in  June  this  year,  instructions  were 
given  to  the  Central  Committee  to  enter  into  negotiations  writh  the  General' 
Committee  of  German  Co-operative  Societies,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  a 
Trade  Lffiion  and  Co-operative  Insurance  Society-.  This  society  is  to  insure 
the  German  Trade  Unionists  and  co-operators  against  death,  and  to  provide 
sufficient  monetary  help  to  orphans,  and  also  to  members  in  their  old  age. 

Belgian  and  French  Delegations. 

An  organisation  like  the  German  Committee  of  Trade  Unions,  which  has 
trebled  its  membership  during  the  last  ten  yrears,  is  bound  to  attract  the 
attention  of  neighbouring  lands,  and  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  that  the 
Trade  Unions  both  of  Franch  and  Belgium  have  recently  organised 
educational  tours  for  their  Trade  Union  secretaries  and  Labour  Party 
officials  to  go  to  Germany  to  investigate  the  Trade  Union  methods  adoptedv 
in  that  land.  The  Belgian  tour  commenced  in  February,  1911,  and  the 
French  at  the  end  of  last  July.  Twenty-three  Trade  Union  officials  and 
four  Labour  Party  officials  formed  the  Belgian  delegation  and  45  Trade- 
Union  officials  the  French. 
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The  Belgians,  in  their  report,  recommend  to  the  Belgian  workmen  the 
highly  centralised  form  which,  the  German  Federations  take,  one  single 
Federation  grouping  as  far  as  possible  all  the  kindred  trades  of  one  industry. 
They  sound  a note  of  warning,  however,  by  bidding  them  beware  lest  in 
grouping  so  many  trades  the  individual  member,  moving  among  a far 
greater  number,  lose  a large  portion  of  his  power  over  the  policy  and 
decisions  of  the  society,  and  a certain  difference  of  outlook  creep  in 
unconsciously  between  him  and  his  leaders. 

As  far  as  the  French  delegation  is  concerned,  many  prejudices  were 
removed  that  had  been  fostered  by  Anarchist  and  middle-class  journalists. 
The  secretary  of  the  French  Confederation  of  Labour  expressed  his  admira- 
tion at  the  power  of  administration  shown  by  the  Germans. 

Trade  Unions  and  Co-operators. 

Agreements  have  been  arrived  at  between  the  German  Federation  and 
the  Co-operative  Union  on  the  following  points : Home  work,  prison-made 
goods,  the  recognition  of  Trade  Union  conditions  as  concerns  orders  given 
and  orders  received,  the  co-operative  duties  of  Trade  Unionists,  co-operative 
industrial  establishements. 

Remarks. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  worth  while  noting : — 

(1)  That  all  the  different  departments  and  committees  are  kept  strictly 
under  the  control  of  the  General  Committee  ; 

(2)  that  on  certain  important  items,  such  as  the  weekly  journals, 
instruction  courses,  the  younger  workers’  movement,  the  committee  is 
prepared  to  lose,  so  far  as  balance  sheets  are  concerned  ; 

(3)  that  a highly  organised  system  of  gathering  and  analysing  statistical 
information  is  adhered  to ; 

(4)  that  the  power  of  German  Trade  Unions  lies  almost  absolutely  on 
the  industrial  side,  as  the  Government  Departments,  officials,  and  Ministers 
only  act,  according  to  Herr  Legien,  as  if  they  were  the  paid  officials  of  the 
employers,  whenever  the  latter  express  a wish  or  give  a hint  respecting  any 
subject  affecting  the  workers. 


DISCUSSION  ON  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE’S  REPORT. 

The  President  : I hope  all  of  you  have  a copy  of  the  report  before  you.  I 
shall  take  it  paragraph  by  paragraph. 

COMPLETE  REVERSION  OF  THE  OSBORNE  JUDGMENT. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Chandler  (Railway  Clerks)  : I wish  to  move  an  amendment  to  the 
paragraph  in  the  report  which  deals  with  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Trade  Unions 
(No.  2)  Bill.  The  sentence  to  which  I desire  to  call  attention  is  at  the  end  of  the 
paragraph.  Those  of  you  who  were  at  the  Sheffield  Congress  will  remember  that 
there  was  a full  day’s  debate  on  this  question  of  the  Osborne  judgment,  and  two 
or  three  eloquent  speeches  were  delivered.  The  speakers  declared  their  determina- 
tion to  go  to  gaol  if  necessary  in  order  to  defeat  the  Osborne  injunction.  Despite 
the  fact,  however,  that  man  after  man  got  up  and  made  that  statement,  two 
years  after  we  are  still  in  the  same  position,  and  I want  to  move  an  amendment 
which  will  bring  the  matter  to  an  issue  and  show  the  public  that  we  are  in  earnest 
on  this  question,  and  that  the  sentiments  expressed  at  Sheffield  have  by  no  means 
become  obscured  because  the  Labour  Members  of  Parliament  now  receive  £400 
per  annum  from  the  State.  I see  in  this  paragraph  a compromise,  and  I feel  that 
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the  Parliamentary  Committee,  like  the  Labour  Party,  are  suffering  from  “ com- 
promitis,  ” and  there  are  also  present  symptoms  of  political  neurasthenia.  (Laughter.) 
The  remedy  for  this  “ compromitis  ” is  a good  clean  fight,  and  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  and  the  Labour  Party  cannot  do  better  than  put  up  a good  fight  on 
this  subject,  for  it  will  remove  the  disease  which  I think  they  are  suffering  from. 
I,  therefore,  move  that  the  last  three  lines  of  this  paragraph  be  deleted  and  the 
following  words  substituted : — 

And  unless  in  Committee  the  Trade  Unions  are  completely  restored  to  the 

position  which  until  1908  they  held  unchallenged,  the  Pai'liamentary  Committee 

will  actively  and  strenuously  oppose  the  Third  Reading  of  the  Bill  at  all  costs. 

I want  Congress  to  say  that  we  will  not  have  the  Bill  at  any  price  unless  we  are 
placed  in  the  position  we  occupied  before  1908. 

The  President  : I desire  to  draw  the  delegates’  attention  to  the  fact  that  on  the 
top  of  page  5 of  the  report  the  last  two  lines  read,  “ in  order  that  the  Trade  Unions 
may  be  completely  restored  to  the  position  which  until  1908  they  held 
unchallenged.”  What  does  that  mean  but  a complete  reversal  of  the  Osborne 
judgment  ? 

Mr.  A.  E.  Chandler  : I want  it  to  be  an  instruction  to  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  that,  unless  our  original  position  is  restored,  the  Bill  in  its  entirety 
shall  be  opposed. 

The  President  : Very  well.  Let  us  have  a seconder. 

Mr.  W.  Duggleby  (Railway  Clerks) : I second  the  amendment.  For  the  last 
two  years  our  own  conferences  have  unanimously  decided  that  unless  we  can  get 
the  status  quo  completely  restored  nothing  else  shall  be  accepted.  Under  no 
circumstances  should  we  accept  a compromise. 

The  President  : The  amendment  ought  to  be  brought  to  the  platform,  and  I 
must  inform  the  delegates  that  they  must  hand  up  their  amendments  in  writing 
so  that  we  may  know  where  we  are. 

On  a show  of  hands  the  amendment  was  lost  by  a large  majority,  only  four 
voting  for  it. 

AMALGAMATION  OF  BUILDING  TRADE  UNIONS. 

Mr.  J.  V.  Wills  (Bricklayers’  Society)  called  attention  to  that  portion  of 
the  report  which  deals  with  the  amalgamation  of  building  Trade  Unions,  and 
wanted  to  know  whether  the  time  for  the  handing  in  of  the  ballot  papers  to  the 
Parliamentary  Committee — Monday,  September  30th — could  be  extended  in  the 
event  of  there  still  being  a desire,  after  that  date,  on  the  part  of  some  of  the 
unions  to  take  a vote  of  their  members. 

The  President  : No,  that  cannot  be  done.  The  ballot  papers  have  been  sent 
out.  The  date  has  been  fixed,  and  it  cannot  be  altered.  The  conference  has  been 
arranged  for  October,  and  it  will  be  held  on  the  21st  of  that  month  as  stated  in 
the  report. 

Mr.  J.  V.  Wills  : But  if  there  should  be  a request  in  this  direction,  will  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  view  it  favourably  ? 

The  President  : If  the  unions  apply  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee  for  voting 
papers  they  will  have  them,  but  the  time  cannot  be  extended.  They  have  had 
plenty  of  time  already. 

CO-OPERATORS  AND  TRADE  UNIONISTS. 

Mr,  M.  Sclare  (Jewish  Tailors’  Machinists)  : Will  I be  in  order-  if  I call 
attention  to  a leading  article  in  the  ‘‘Co-operative  News”  which  has  reference  to 
this  matter  of  co-operators  and  Trade  Unionists? 

The  President  : No.  We  are  not  here  to  discuss  newspaper  articles. 

Mr.  J.  Hallsworth  (Co-operative  Employes)  : I want  to  refer  to  the  findings 
of  the  Committee,  and  I was  hoping  you  would  take  the  whole  of  this  report  and 
discuss  it.  Shall  I be  in  order  in  referring  to  the  findings  on  pages  18  and  19  ? 

The  President  : It  would  be  better  if  you  waited  until  we  reach  the  findings 
on  page  19.  It  is  all  in  connection  with  the  one  report,  but  perhaps  you  had  better 
speak  on  the  last  paragraph. 
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Mr.  Hallsworth  : I am  instructed  to  say  that,  so  far  as  the  report  is  concerned, 
it  is  quite  satisfactory  to  our  organisation.  We  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
way  in  which  the  Parliamentary  Committee  conducted  the  inquiry.  We  are  entirely 
in  accord  with  the  findings  of  the  Sub-Committee  so  far  as  the  first  two  are  con- 
cerned, but  with  regard  to  No.  3 we  have  already  objected  by  correspondence  to 
this  finding  being  here,  because  the  Parliamentary  Committee  has  exceeded  the 
terms  of  reference  for  the  inquiry.  There  were  several  unions  which  made  com- 
plaints against  the  Co-operative  Employes’  Union,  and  at  the  inquiry  the 
Co-operative  Employes’  Union  had  an  opportunity  for  replying  to  those  complaints. 
The  inference  of  No.  3 finding  would  appear  to  be  that  we  have  a quarrel  with  the 
Shop  Assistants’  Union  over  the  competition  for  members.  We  want  to  repudiate 
this  suggestion,  and  we  do  not  want  Congress  to  be  led  away  into  thinking  that 
there  is  any  sort  of  quarrel  between  the  two  organisations.  As  a matter  of  fact, 
Mr.  Bowerman  presided  over  the  conference  in  October  last  in  London  when  the 
question  of  amalgamation  between  the  various  unions  in  the  distributing  trades 
was  under  discussion,  and  there  is  a report  of  the  proceedings.  A resolution  was 
adopted  urging  the  respective  organisations  concerned  to  strengthen  the  existing 
federation  for  offensive  and  defensive  purposes.  That  result,  with  a verbatim  copy 
of  the  report  of  the  conference,  was  circulated,  and  every  member  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  was  furnished  with  a copy  of  the  report.  We  object  that  there 
should  be  this  finding  here,  when  no  evidence  has  been  taken  from  us.  We  submit 
that  a finding  should  be  in  the  nature  of  a judgment,  and  if,  as  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  say,  this  is  only  a suggestion,  it  should  not  be  here  as  a finding.  As 
a way  out  of  the  difficulty,  I move  that  this  finding  be  referred  back  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee,  and  we  will  take  it  as  a suggestion  to  come  at  the  end  of  the 
report  of  the  conference,  which  was  held  in  October  last.  We  are  quite  willing  to 
discuss  the  question  of  amalgamation  at  any  time,  but  we  object  to  the  allegation 
that  there  has  been  competition,  or  that  there  is  any  quarrel  between  ourselves  and 
the  National  Union  of  Shop  Assistants,  because  no  evidence  has  been  taken  on 
that  matter,  and  we  have  had  no  oppoi’tunity  for  replying  to  the  charge. 

The  President  : I understand  that  you  want  paragraph  3,  at  the  top  of 
page  19,  to  be  transferred  to  page  23.  If  that  meets  with  your  wish  it  can  be  done. 

Mr.  J.  Halls  worth  : Yes,  that  is  what  we  want. 

Mr.  G.  Rowlerson  (Amalgamated  Tailors)  : Am  I to  understand  that  you 
accept  findings  Nos.  1 and  2 ? 

Mr.  Hallsworth:  Yes. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Seddon  (Shop  Assistants)  : No.  3 is  not  a finding,  but  a suggestion, 
and  that  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Padley  (Co-operative  Employes) : If  we  may  take  it  for  granted 
that  this  paragraph  No.  3 will  be  lifted  from  its  present  position  to  page  23,  I 
do  not  think  there  is  any  necessity  to  discuss  the  matter  any  further. 

The  President  : I have  already  said  that  can  be  done. 

It  was  agreed  to  transfer  the  paragraph  in  question  as  suggested. 

FAIR  WAGES  CLAUSES  IN  CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  E.  Friend  (Bookbinders)  wanted  to  know  if  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
had  taken  any  action  with  regard  to  the  circular  issued  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  September  and  circulated  among  County  Councils  and  local  governing 
bodies  generally,  calling  attention  to  the  necessity  for  introducing  the  Fair 
Wages  Clauses  into  all  contracts  for  the  spending  of  public  money. 

The  President  : No  action  has  been  taken  upon  that  circular. 

Mr.  E.  Friend:  Will  the  Parliamentary  Committee  take  into  consideration 
the  question  of  issuing  a circular  in  answer  to  it,  as  the  present  Fair  Wage  Clause 
is  absolutely  anti-Trade  Union  in  principle  and  badly  administered  by  the 
permanent  officials? 

The  President  : If  our  friend  sends  along  his  suggestion  it  will  no  doubt  be 
acted  upon. 
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LABOUR  DAILY  NEWSPAPERS. INTERESTING  DISCUSSION. 

Mr.  A.  Short  (Boilermakers) : With  regard  to  the  correspondence  in  the 
report  relating  to  the  Labour  daily  newspaper,  I rise  to  protest  against  the  lack 
of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  with  the  promoters 
of  the  “Daily  Citizen.”  I have  no  wish  to  criticise  the  “Daily  Herald,”  but 
here  we  have  a daily  newspaper,  the  “Citizen,”  whose  organisers  are  trying  to 
make  worthy  of  Labour,  and  I find  the  Parliamentary  Committee  has  refrained 
from  taking  any  important  part  in  its  promotion.  Here  we  have  a newspaper 
that  is  going  to  cater  for  the  Socialists  and  Trade  Unionists  of  the  country,  and 
will  be  able  to  fight  for  Labour,  and  there  should  be  a greater  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  assist  in  making  it  a success  than  has 
so  far  been  exhibited.  I find  in  the  second  letter  that  a deputation  waited  upon 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  from  the  directors  of  the  “ Citizen.”  The  letter 
states  that  the  Committee  was  to  consider  a proposal  that  they  should  be  officially 
connected  with  the  1 1 Citizen  ’ ’ and  declare  their  decision.  But  no  decision  was 
imparted  from  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  the  ‘ ‘ Daily  Citizen  ’ ’ people, 
and  consequently  they  have  gone  on  with  its  promotion  without  their  assistance 
or  co-operation.  That  is  a deplorable  fact,  regrettable  to  all  well-wishers  of  the 
Socialist  and  Trade  Union  movement,  and  I rise,  on  behalf  of  my  society,  to 
protest  against  this  lack  of  consideration  in  not  attempting  to  draw  the  two 
parties  closer  together,  with  a view  to  securing  unity  of  action  in  the  interests  of 
the  ‘ ‘ Daily  Citizen.  ’ ’ 

Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman  : I am  sorry  that  this  question  has  been  raised  in 
this  manner.  It  was  also  raised  at  the  meeting  of  the  Labour  Party  in  Birmingham, 
and  then  the  Parliamentary  Committee  was  charged,  not  only  with  a lack  of 
sympathy,  as  our  friend  puts  it,  but  with  allying  themselves  with  the  “ Daily 
Herald,”  and  not  giving  support  officially  to  the  “Daily  Citizen.”  I^made  the 
statement  then,  which  the  Committee  make  in  this  report,  that  there  was  no 
reflection  upon  those  responsible  for  the  ‘ 1 Daily  Citizen  ’ ’ in  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  becoming  officially  connected  with  the  “Daily  Herald.”  It  simply 
means  that  in  the  case  of  the  ‘ 1 Daily  Herald  ’ ’ an  official  invitation  was  sent  to 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  appoint  representatives  upon  the  board  of  manage- 
ment, and  the  Committee  appointed  two  of  their  number  upon  that  board.  With 
regard  to  the  1 ‘ Daily  Citizen,  ” it  is  quite  true  that  last  year  a deputation  from 
the  promoters  waited  upon  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  and  a very  friendly 
chat  took  place  over  the  matter.  But  we  did  not  look  upon  that  as  an  official 
invitation  to  appoint  anyone  upon  the  board  of  management.  That  is  where  the 
misunderstanding  arose.  The  deputation  meant  it  to  be  an  official  invitation,  but 
the  Committee  regarded  the  visit  as  an  introductory  one,  and  they  expected  to 
receive  a more  formal  invitation  to  become  officially  connected  with  the  “Daily 
Citizen.”  I want  to  deny,  on  behalf  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  that  there 
was  any  want  of  sympathy  on  their  part,  or  any  desire  to  show  it,  so  far  as  the 
promoters  of  the  “"Daily  Citizen  ” were  concerned.  If  any  misunderstanding  has 
arisen  the  Parliamentary  Committee  regret  it,  and  when  they  found  there  had 
been  a misunderstanding  they  instructed  the  Secretary  to  write  on  the  lines  set 
forth  in  the  Committee’s  report.  We  were  then  told  that  the  time  had  gone  by, 
and  no  useful  purpose  would  be  served  by  reopening  the  matter.  The  want  of 
action  by  the  Parliamentary  Committee  must  not  be  construed  into  meaning 
that  they  have  no  sympathy  with  the  “Daily  Citizen,”  or  that  they  have  chosen 
to  support  the  “ Daily  Herald  ” in  opposition  to  it.  On  the  contrary,  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  is  prepared  to  give  the  ‘ ‘ Daily  Citizen  ’ ’ all  the  support  it  can. 
The  letters  speak  for  themselves,  and  as  a Committee  they  are  naturally  anxious  to 
see  any  Labour  newspaper,  whether  the  “Citizen”  or  the  “Daily  Herald,” 
succeed,  and  they  have,  therefore,  given  a measure  of  support  to  the  “ Daily 
Herald.”  Surely  when  our  numerical  strength  amounts  to  over  two  millions 
of  men  there  is  room  for  more  than  one  newspaper  devoted  to  and  supported  by 
Labour.  And  when  we  hear  and  know  what  our  colleagues  on  the  Continent 
and  in  America  are  doing — any  visitor  from  us  to  Germany , for  instance,  can 
see  the  large  number  of  Labour  newspapers  published  there  my  friend  here  tells 
me  there  are  no  less  than  80 — I would  say,  why  cavil  about  this  matter? 

Mr.  A.  Short  (Boilermakers)  : I am  not  cavilling. 
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Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman  : You  accused  the.  Parliamentary  Committee  of  running 
away. 

Mr.  A.  SiiORy : I applied  that  to  the  Labour  Party  as  well,  Mr.  Bowerman. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman  : Well,  you  should  be  more  explicit  in  what  you  say.  I 
suggest  that  there  is  room  for  more  than  one  Labour  newspaper.  The  “ Daily 
Herald”  is  already  in  existence,  and  the  ‘‘Daily  Citizen”  will  shortly  be  here 
also,  and  we  should  not  be  “ getting  at  each  other  ” in  this  way,  but  rather  come 
to  the  determination  that,  whether  there  are  two  or  four  Labour  newspapers,  we 
will  do  our  best  to  make  them  all  successful.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  John  Ward  (Navvies)  : I venture  to  suggest  that,  after  all,  it  is  not  so 
much  the  Parliamentary  Committee  who  have  caused  this  disturbing  element  to 
arise  as  the  promoters  of  the  ‘‘Daily  Citizen”  themselves.  I would  also  suggest 
■that  the  letter  of  March  4th  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  where  the  directors, 
or,  at  least,  the  secretary  of  the  ‘‘Daily  Citizen”  declares  that  ‘‘my  directors 
are  of  opinion  no  useful  purpose  would  be  served  by  our  reopening  the  subject,” 
is  rather  a peculiar  kind  of  statement  to  make  to  a party  from  whom  you  want 
co-operation.  (Hear,  hear.)  And  then  the  deliberate  attempt  to  belittle  the 
efforts  of  other  people  is  illustrated  in  the  letter  of  March  20th.  The  second 
paragraph  of  that  letter  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  productions  one  could 
possibly  imagine.  That  was  written  so  long  ago  as  March  last,  and  these  are  the 
words  that  appear  in  it  with  reference  to  the  “ Daily  Herald  ” : — 

The  finances  of  which  are  held  to  be  inadequate  by  everybody  who  has  had 
experience  of  newspaper  ventures,  and  whose  publication  and  certain  failure 
will  only  add  to  the  obstacles  that  are  at  present  in  the  way  of  the  successful 
establishment  of  a Labour  organ. 

"Well,  gentlemen,  I venture  to  suggest  that  that  is  not  quite  the  way  in  which  they 
can  hope  to  induce  one  set  of  Trade  Unionists  to  join  another  in  the  promotion  of 
any  given  object.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  bias  has  not  been  introduced  in  the  slightest 
degree  by  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  but  these  men  obviously  regarded  it  as  an 
insult  that  the  Parliamentary  Committee  should  have  ventured  to  help  another 
newspaper.  If  that  is  to  be  the  spirit  to  be  displayed  by  these  people  in  the  future, 
1 think  the  “ certain  failure  ” will  be  in  another  direction. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Roberts  (Typographical  Association) : I quite  agree  with  Mr. 
Bowerman  that  the  Labour  movement  ought  to  be  able  to  maintain  more  than  one 
Labour  newspaper,  and  I said  so  last  year.  But  the  movement  has  not  yet  con- 
vinced me  that  there  is  at  present  support  for  more  than  one  newspaper  in  this 
country.  Now,  the  whole  point  is  this.  The  Labour  Party  considered  the 
desirability  of  establishing  a Labour  newspaper,  and  it  naturally  approached  the 
various  Labour  organisations  in  the  country.  I was  one  of  the  members  of  the 
deputation  which  waited  upon  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  and  I can  assure  this 
Congress,  so  far  as  I am  concerned — and  I believe  it  was  also  the  attitude  of  my 
colleagues — we  were  extremely  anxious  to  secure  the  whole-hearted  co-operation 
of  the  Parliamentary  Committee.  What  happened?  We  submitted  our  views  on 
the  matter,  and  we  were  promised  that  our  representations  would  be  duly  con- 
sidered and  a communication  subsequently  sent.  Now,  sir,  I have  to  repeat  here 
what  I stated  at  the  Labour  Congress.  That  communication  never  came  as 
promised,  but  the  Parliamentary  Committee  decided  to  send  representatives  of  its 
own  to  sit  upon  the  directorate  of  the  rival  newspaper.  What  is  the  construction 
t.o  be  placed  upon  that  ? That  the  Parliamentary  Committee  had  definitely  decided 
in  preference  of  one  scheme  as  against  another. 

A Delegate  : No. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Roberts  : Well,  I say  yes,  and  I have  no  interest  in  the  “ Citizen,” 
any  more  than  anyone  else.  I was  at  the  time  a member  of  the  preliminary  com- 
mittee. I am  not  now  a member  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  I am  simply  speaking 
to  the  facts  of  the  case.  What  was  the  position  ? Everyone  must  be  aware  that 
there  is  not  sufficient  financial  support  in  this  movement  to  warrant  us  in 
encouraging  more  than  one  newspaper  at  this  moment.  What  is  the  plight  of  the 
“ Daily  Herald  ” ? We  have  the  pitiable  sight  of  a daily  appeal  for  financial  help 
with  a view  to  continuing  publication,  and  the  money  does  not  always  come  from 
•>the  friends  of  Labour.  (Cries  of  dissent.)  The  statements  I am  making  are 


146  TEADES  UNION  CONGRESS. 


accurate,  or  I should  not  presume  to  utter  them.  In  my  judgment,  when  a Labour 
newspaper  is  started,  it  should  have  the  support  of  bona-fide  Labour  men.  And  it 
we  are  to  have  more  than  one  newspaper  appealing  to  the  same  organisations  at 
one  time  there  must  necessarily  be  a division  of  support  and  a limitation  of  the 
chances  of  success.  I have  no  feeling  against  the  “ Daily  Herald.” 

Mr.  A.  Evans  (Printers’  Warehousemen) : Query. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Roberts  : I am  simply  concerned  with  the  desire  to  see  a Labour 
newspaper  established  in  this  country  under  such  auspices  as  will  at  least  give  us 
some  assurance  that  it  will  be  a help  to  our  movement.  My  whole  attitude  has 
been  determined  by  that  consideration  alone,  because  I have  felt  that  if  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  is  giving  countenance  to  one  scheme,  and  another  section  of 
the  Labour  movement  is  encouraging  another  scheme,  it  must  be  awkward  for  us 
when  we  are  appealing  for  capital.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  R.  Dent  (London  Compositors)  : I cannot  but  regret  the  terms  of  Mr. 
Roberts’  speech,  for  while  he  disclaimed  all  idea  of  discountenancing  the  “ Daily 
Herald,”  he  called  it  a rival  newspaper.  (Hear,  hear.)  To  my  mind,  that  does- 
not  look  as  though  he  was  taking  up  a friendly  attitude  towards  the  “ Daily 
Herald.”  The  whole  tone  of  his  remarks  concerning  the  attitude  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  convinces  me  that  he  holds  the  view  that  the  Committee  should', 
have  chosen  one  or  other  of  these  two  newspapers,  instead  of  accepting  the  possibility 
of  the  success  of  both.  And  Mr.  Roberts  goes  a step  further  in  the,  argument,  and 
clearly  thinks  that  the  choice  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  as  between  the  two 
propositions,  should  have  fallen  upon  the  “ Daily  Citizen.”  Now,  I do  not  know 
why  he  should  have  come  to  that  conclusion.  It  is  very  doubtful  as  to  where  the 
balance  of  the  argument  would  fall.  If  the  Parliamentary  Committee — or  any 
other  body,  for  that  matter — had  to  choose  one  of  these  newspapers  in  preference- 
to  the  other,  it  surely  would  select  the  one  that  is  already  in  existence  rather  than 
the  one  that  is  not  yet  published,  of  which  they  have  no  means  of  judging  the 
character.  I do  not  think  Mr.  Roberts  is  at  all  fair  to  us,  especially  when  the 
correspondence  to  which  Mr.  'Ward  has  referred  is  taken  into  account. 

Mr.  G.  Rowlerson  (Amalgamated  Tailors)  : I want  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  beginning  of  the  second  paragraph  of  the  letter  on  page  39,  which  reads : “ We 
have  no  means  of  knowing  under  what  circumstances  you  agreed  to  be  officially 
connected  with  the  newspaper.”  That  has  reference  to  the  “Daily  Herald,”  and 
I want  to  know  whether  I should  be  in  order  in  moving  that  if  official  connection 
does  exist  between  the  Parliamentary  Committee  and  the  “Daily  Herald,”  it 
should  at  once  cease.  I desire  to  take  that  course  in  order  to  ventilate  a serious 
grievance  from  a Trade  Union  point  of  view  which  we  have  against  the  “ Daily 
Herald.” 

The  President  : I cannot  accept  that.  But  if  you  have  any  grievance  against 
the  “ Daily  Herald,”  now  is  your  time  to  fire  it  off.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  G.  Rowlerson  : My  point  is  that  if  there  is  an  official  connection  between 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  and  the  “Daily  Herald,”  it  ought  to  involve  some 
sort  of  control  of  the  newspaper’s  attitude  by  that  body.  In  a recent  strike  among 
the  London  tailors  the  “Daily  Herald”  took  a distinct  line  in  support  of  the 
union  responsible  for  the  dispute — a union  which  the  Joint  Board  had  decided 
was  not  a bona-fide  Trade  Union.  The  “Daily  Herald”  took  a hostile  attitude 
towards  my  society,  and  charged  us  with  blacklegging  in  a wholesale  fashion. 
We  waited  upon  the  editor  and  submitted  the  whole  of  the  correspondence  that 
had  taken  place  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  dispute.  They  never  gave  us  a 
line  in  their  newspaper  in  justification  of  the  facts,  although  they  said  they  would 
be  represented  at  our  meeting.  Under  these  circumstances,  I am  justified  in 
urging  that  if  there  is  any  official  connection  between  the  “Daily  Herald”  and 
the  governing  body  of  this  Congress  it  should  immediately  be  terminated. 

The  President  : As  I have  already  intimated,  I cannot  take  that  proposition. 

Mr.  A.  Evans  (Printers’  Warehousemen) : I do  not  propose  to  defend  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  with  regard  to  their  action  in  this  matter,  but  I cannot 
see  how  the  Committee  could  have  refused  to  support  any  movement  that  would 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  Labour  men  for  the  first  time  a Labour  newspaper. 
(Hfear,  hear.)  I want  to  ask  for  the  indulgence  of  our  friends  of  the  “ Daily 
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Citizen.”  They  seem  to  come  here  and  gloat  over  the  fact  that  they  have  been 
successful  in  their  opposition  through  the  circular  which  they  issued  against 
the  ‘‘Daily  Herald”  directly  it  was  placed  upon  the  streets.  But  surely  that 
shows  a very  unbrotherly  spirit  on  their  part  towards  their  fellow  Trade  Unionists. 
They  were  not  satisfied  with  circularising  the  unions  either,  they  circularised  tin- 
distributing  agencies  as  well.  They  pointed  out  that  this  venture  was  not  the 
official  Labour  newspaper.  They  said,  in  other  words,  ‘‘Do  not  support  this 
newspaper,  because  we  shall  ourselves  be  coming  out  in  six  months’  time!”  It 
is  very  disheartening  to  us,  who  are  working  hard  to  get  a newspaper  on  the 
market,  to  have  our  fellow  Socialists  and  Trade  Unionists  circularising  against 
us  in  this  way.  When  Mr.  Roberts  says  he  has  no  personal  feeling  on  this  subject 
I accept  his  assurance,  but  I cannot  say  the  same  with  regard  to  the  promoters 
of  the  “Daily  Citizen.”  They  have  done  their  best  to  wreck  the  “ Daily  Herald,” 
which  has  been  doing  good  work.  We  have  been  accused  in  taking  a certain  line 
in  connection  with  the  strike  among  the  London  tailors.  Well,  I say  the  “ Daily 
Herald”  was  right  in  the  attitude- it  adopted.  These  men  were  at  grips  with  the 
employers,  and  at  such  a time  was  the  “Daily  Herald”  to  take  sides  with  the 
union  who  kept  their  men  at  work  while  the  others  were  on  the  street  ? When 
our  friend  urges  that  as  a reason  for  the  Parliamentary  Committee  discontinuing 
its  official  connection  with  the  Daily  Herald”  he  simply  proves  how  well  that 
newspaper  is  able  to  voice  the  views  of  Labour  and  to  fight  its  battles.  With 
reference  to  finance,  our  friend  Roberts  says  we  have  to  go  abroad  for  our  funds. 
All  the  more  shame,  I say,  that  we  should  be  compelled  to  do  so.  One  of  the 
sft-called  millionaires,  or  outside  people,  who  supported  us  was  a man  who  fed 
2,000  dockers’  children  for  the  whole  eight  weeks  of  the  dispute.  Is  not  his  money 
as  good  as  that  of  the  middle-class  men  who  are  supporting  the  “ Daily  Citizen  ” ? 
But  you  have  the  opportunity  to  step  into  the  breach  yourselves.  If  you  want 
to  put  the  “Daily  Herald”  in  a stronger  position  let  the  Trade  Unionists  come 
to  our  aid.  We  are  now  turning  the  “Daily  Herald”  into  a limited  liability 
company,  because  we  cannot  get  the  money  while  it  is  a co-operative  concern,  and 
we  are  specially  appealing  to  the  Trade  Unions.  We  are  issuing  one  million  shares 
of  Is.  each,  and  we  feel  that  the  quality  already  displayed  by  the  “ Daily  Herald  ” 
has  proved  it  to  be  worthy  of  support.  I hope  the  Trade  Unionists  will  come  along 
and  take  up  these  shares,  and  prevent  us  from  having  to  take  one  penny  piece 
from  anyone  outside  the  Labour  movement.  I do  trust  that  the  result  of  this 
little  discussion  this  morning  will  be  to  clear  the  air.  As  Mr.  Bowerman  has  said, 
we  can  well  afford  to  have  more  than  one  Labour  daily  newspaper.  We  are  miles 
behind  the  Continent. 

The  Pbesident  : There  have  already  been  six  speeches  delivered  on  this 
question,  and  I should  now  like  to  know  what  will  be  gained  by  having  any  more  ? 
I do  not  want  to  stifle  discussion.  There  are  two  persons  on  their  feet,  one  from 
the  Enginemen’s  Federation  and  Mr.  Robertson.  Do  you  desire  to  go  on  with  this 
matter?  (Loud  cries  of  “No.”)  I think  we  had  better  proceed  to  the  next 
paragraph  in  the  report. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Stuart  (Postmen’s  Federation) : Several  references  have  been 
made  as  to  the  official  connection  between  the  ‘ 1 Daily  Herald  ’ ’ and  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee.  We  ought  to  have  been  told  in  the  report,  I think,  the  nature 
of  that  connection.  What  is  the  explanation  ? 

The  President  : About  twelve  months  ago  there  was  an  application  from  the 
“Daily  Herald”  for  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  appoint  two  of  its  repre- 
sentatives upon  the  management  committee.  That  was  received  favourably,  and 
two  representatives  were  accordingly  appointed. 

Mr.  G.  Rowlerson  (Amalgamated  Tailors)  : I moved  that  that  connection 
should  cease,  and  you  would  not  accept  it. 

The  President  : You  knew  the  connection  existed,  and  if  you  wanted  it  to 
cease,  it  was  your  duty  to  send  a resolution  forward  to  that  effect  for  inclusion 
in  the  Agenda.  You  failed  to  do  so,  and  that  is  why  I refused  to  accept  your 
proposition  just  now. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Stuart  : Is  the  official  connection  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
with  the  “Daily  Herald”  absolutely  confined  to  the  appointment  of  two  of  its 
members  upon  the  board  of  control  ? 
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The  President  : Certainly. 

^-r-  N-  Bell.  (National  Union  of  Labour):  As  I understand  that  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  are  absolutely  impartial  in  this  matter,  are  they  now- 
prepared  to  recommend  the  “Daily  Citizen”  to  the  Trade  Union  movement? 

The  President  : Surely  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
to  do  so  when  it  comes  out.  I shall  support  it,  at  any  rate. 

Mr.  T.  Shaw  (Weavers) : Is  it  clear  that  this  Congress,  as  such,  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  official  connection  between  the  Parliamentary  Committee  and  the 
“ Daily  Herald  ” ? 

The  President  : That  is  so. 

Mr.  A.  Wilkie  (Shipwrights)  : There  is  no  financial  responsibility? 

The  President  : Oh,  no  ; none  at  all. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Robinson  (Beamers  and  Twisters)  : I am  a director  of  the  “ Daily 
Citizen,”  and  I should  like  to  ask  why  the  Parliamentary  Committee  did  not 
communicate  with  the  directors  of  the  “Daily  Citizen”  and  meet  them  as  they 
promised  to  do. 

The  President  : We  do  not  want  a repetition  of  what  happened  at  Birmingham 
in  connection  with  the  Conference  of  the  Labour  Party.*  The  “Daily  Herald  ” is 
here  now,  and  we  are  supporting  it,  and  when  the  “Daily  Citizen”  comes  out 
next  month  every  Trade  Unionist  should  give  it  all  possible  support.  There 
appears  to  have  been  a misunderstanding.  The  delegates  from  the  “ Daily- 
Citizen  ” say  they  came  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  ask  them  to  become 
officially  connected  with  the  “Daily  Citizen,”  but  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
understood  that  that  visit  was  not  in  the  nature  of  an  official  invitation  at  all, 
and  they  were  waiting  for  the  official  invitation.  That  is  how  the  misunder- 
standing arose,  and  that  is  all  there  is  in  it. 

Mr.  Ben  Turner  (Weavers) : Can  I move  an  addition  to  this  paragraph? 

The  President  : You  cannot  very  well  move  additions  to  people’s  letters. 

Mr.  Ben  Turner  : Can  I move  a resolution  on  these  lines : ‘ ‘ That  this  Con- 
gress, having  reviewed  the  correspondence  with  regard  to  a Labour  daily  news- 
paper, agrees  to  extend  its  hearty  support  to  the  ( Daily7  Citizen  ’ ” ? 

The  President  : If  you  want  to  get  a resolution  down  for  discussion  you  must 
consult  the  Standing  Orders  Committee. 

THE  PREVENTION  OF  ACCIDENTS. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Gili.  (Cotton  Spinners) : I desire  to  call  attention  to  the  portion 
of  the  report  which  deals  with  the  International  Congress  for  the  Prevention  of 
Accidents  to  Workmen  and  Industrial  Hygiene.  I think  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee were  wise  to  send  a delegate  to  that  Congress,  but  I desire  to  call  special 
attention  to  the  references  to  safety  appliances  being  in  existence  on  the  Continent 
of  Europe,  and  in  this  connection  I want  to  ask  the  Parliamentary-  Committee 
to  try  and  press  upon  the  Home  Office  the  desirability  of  having  similar  museums 
in  this  country  as  that  described  in  the  last  paragraph  of  this  account  of  the 
International  Congress,  and  they  should  not  be  content  to  establish  only  one  such 
museum.  I think  we  ought  not  to  be  satisfied  with  one,  which  I understand  is  being 
supported.  There  should  be  one  in  Manchester,  and  another  in  Glasgow,  to  show 
the  employers  and  workers  the  means  that  can  be  used  for  preventing  accidents. 
During  the  past  year  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  accidents  of  no  less 
than  20,000  in  the  factories  and  workshops,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
total  number  of  accidents  of  this  description  is  something  like  150,000,  it  must  be 
abundantly  clear  that  something  should  be  done  to  prevent  this  great  waste  of 
human  life  and  limb.  In  addition,  there  are  the  accidents  which  occur  in  the 
mines  and  upon  the  railways,  and  if  these  things  are  taken  into  account  properly 
we  shall  be  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  better  to  prevent  accidents  than 
to  secure  compensation  for  them.  (Hear,  hear.)  I hope  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  will  press  upon  the  Home  Office  the  desirability  of  establishing  three 
of  these  museums,  one  in  Scotland  and  two  in  England. 
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The  President  : I think  you  may  rely  upon  the  Parliamentary  Committee- 
taking your  suggestion  into  careful  consideration,  with  a view  to  bringing  the  matter 
before  the  Home  Office. 

Mr.  A.  Grundy  (Carters  and  Lurrymen)  : All  the  attention  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  and  of  Congress  appears  to  be  devoted  to  the  task  of  pre- 
venting accidents  in  coal  mines  and  cotton  factories.  I happen  to  be  a representative 
of  the  Carters,  who  belong  to  a big  industry,  in  which  quite  as  many  lives  are 
lost  as  in  any  other.  We  have  had  a suggestion  before  Congress  for  twelve  years- 
for  preventing  accidents  or  making  the  right  persons  responsible  for  them,  but 
we  do  not  seem  to  get  very  far  ahead  with  it.  We  always  find  this — at  least,  it 
has  been  my  experience — that  when  we  get  to  our  particular  industry  there  is 
a great  shout  of  “Agreed!”  and  we  have  no  chance  of  bringing  our  grievance 
before  Congress.  I hope  the  Parliamentary  Committee  will  do  their  best  to 
prevent  the  accidents  which  are  taking  place  in  our  industry. 

The  President  : I am  at  a loss  to  understand  what  connection  there  is  between 
your  remarks  and  this  portion  of  the  report  which  is  now  under  consideration. 
When  your  question  comes  on  you  will  have  as  free  an  opportunity  for  stating, 
your  case  as  anyone  else. 

Mr.  A.  Grundy  : But  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  other  reference  in  the 
report  to  indicate  that  accidents  occur  anywhere  except  in  the  mines  and  mills. 

The  President  : You  have  the  same  opportunities  as  other  people.  If  you 
have  a lot  of  accidents  to  refer  to  you  can  bring  a resolution  forward,  the  same  as. 
anybody  else. 

FRATERNAL  DELEGATE  TO  CANADA. 

Mr.  J.  Stokes  (London  Glass  Blowers)  : On  page  45  of  the  report  there  is  a 
recommendation  from  the  Parliamentary  Committee  with  reference  to  the  question 
of  sending  a fraternal  delegate  from  this  Congress  to  the  Canadian  Trades  Union 
Congress.  Now,  in  the  letter  from  Mr.  Trotter  on  this  subject  he  suggests  that  we 
might,  instead  of  sending  two  fraternal  delegates  to  the  American  Convention,  send 
one  to  America  and  the  other  to  Canada.  But  in  your  report  you  only  suggest  that 
one  should  be  sent  to  the  Canadian  Congress,  without  reference  to  this  idea  of 
sending  one  to  America  and  one  to  Canada.  It  is  quite  right  and  proper  to  send 
delegates  to  America  and  other  places,  but  we  certainly  ought  to  have  it  settled 
by  Congress  or  the  Parliamentary  Committee  as  to  the  number  to  be  selected. 
The  fraternal  delegates  are  generally  either  actual  or  prospective  members  of  the 
Parliamentary  Committee.  I move  that,  after  the  words  ‘ 1 be  favourably  con- 
sidered,” in  the  last  paragraph,  the  words  be  added,  “ and  that  one  delegate  be 
sent  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labour’s  Convention,  instead  of  two.” 

The  President  : The  understanding  is  that  two  delegates  will  be  sent  to  the 
American  Labour  Convention,  and  if  this  recommendation  is  carried  as  it  stands  in 
the  report — and  I hope  it  will  be — I think  it  should  be  referred  to  the  General 
Purposes  Committee  to  say  whether  nominations  should  be  sent  in  for  the  next 
Congress.  We  thought  there  might  be  some  little  hitch  or  ill-feeling  on  the  part 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labour  if  we  recommended  the  sending  of  a delegate 
to  the  Canadian  Congress,  but  we  are  assured  by  our  American  friends  that  we  need 
have  no  fear  on  that  point.  The  American  Federation  and  the  Canadian  Congress 
are  in  the  habit  of  exchanging  fraternal  delegates  with  each  other.  If  this  recom- 
mendation is  carried,  I would  suggest  that  the  matter  be  relegated  to  the  General 
Purposes  Committee,  and  then  they  may  ask  for  nominations  for  a delegate  to  the 
next  Canadian  Trades  Union  Congress. 

Mr.  J.  Stokes  : You  do  not  appear  to  follow  me.  At  present  we  are  sending 
two  delegates  to  the  American  Federation’s  Convention.  I suggest  that  you  should 
only  send  one,  and  let  the  other  go  to  the  Canadian  Congress. 

The  President  : You  cannot  alter  that  now. 

Mr.  J.  Stokes  : But  you  ask  us  to  favourably  consider  this  recommendation  ? 

The  President  : Certainly. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Seddon  : With  reference  to  this  suggestion  from  our  friend  Stokes 
he  will  see  that  this  recommendation  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  widens  the- 
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idea  of  future  delegations  to  Congresses.  It  also  refers  to  the  Continent,  and  it 
■was  in  the  minds  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  that  there  should  he  a general 
discussion  on  the  question  of  sending  delegates  to  the  Continent  of  Europe  as  well 
as  to  America  and  Canada. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Roberts  (Typographical  Association) : I certainly  construed  this 
recommendation  very  much  on  the  lines  of  Mr.  Seddon’s  observations.  I thought 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  had  in  contemplation  the  desirability  of  sending 
delegates  to  all  gatherings  of  Trade  Unionists,  whether  on  the  Continent  or  in 
America.  That  appears  to  me  to  be  a very  desirable  departure  to  make.  All  will 
appreciate  that  it  is  eminently  desirable  that  we  should  have  a closer  acquaintance 
with  the  international  aspect  of  the  Labour  movement  than  we  now  possess.  It  will 
require  more  and  closer  consideration  than  a great  Congress  like  this  is  able  to 
give  to  the  question.  Therefore,  I suggest  that  we  might  determine  here  to  accept 
the  invitation  of  the  Canadian  Congress,  and  ask  the  General  Purposes  Committee 
to  make  arrangements  immediately  for  the  election  of  a delegate  this  year,  and  then 
ask  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  submit  a definite  scheme  next  year,  setting 
forth  the  countries  where  Congresses  are  held,  and  stating  definitely  the  names  of 
those  at  which  they  think  this  Congress  should  be  represented.  With  regard  to 
Canada  and  the  United  States,  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  it  would  certainly  be  a 
waste  of  money  and  effort  if  we  had  to  send  two  individual  delegates  practically 
over  the  same  ground.  This  year  the  American  Federation  Convention  is  to  be 
held  at  Rochester,  on  the  borders  of  Canada,  and  the  Canadian  Congress  must  be 
held  somewhere  close  by.  It  could  be  arranged  that  the  Congresses  of  America  and 
Canada  should  be  held  close  together,  so  that  the  two  delegates  who  are  sent  from 
here  to  America  might  visit  Canada  as  well.  But  our  first  practical  step  is  to 
accept  the  invitation  of  the  Canadian  Congress. 

The  President  : I would  like  to  point  out  that  if  there  is  to  be  elected  a 
delegate  to  attend  the  Canadian  Convention  it  will  have  to  be  done  at  this  Congress, 
because  the  Canadian  Congress  is  meeting  this  week.  If  you  elect  a delegate  at 
this  Congress,  therefore,  it  will  be  to  go  to  Canada  next  year,  and  the  Congress 
could  settle  it  for  other  years. 

Mr.  John  Ward  (Navvies) : Could  not  this  matter  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  this  year  ? 

The  President  : That  is  for  Congress  to  decide.  I will  take  a vote  on  Mr. 
Ward’s  suggestion,  that  the  matter  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  this  year,  and  this  year  only,  as  to  the  election  of  a delegate  to  go  to 
Canada. 

A card  vote  resulted  as  follows  : — - 

For  leaving  the  matter  with  the  Parliamentary  Committee  151,000 
Against  155,000 


Majority  against  5,000 

The  President  : That  suggestion  is  rejected.  The  matter  will  therefore  be 
Telegated  to  the  General  Purposes  Committee  for  decision  at  this  Congress. 

Mr.  R.  Smillie  (Miners’  Federation) : Are  we  not  moving  a little  too  fast  ? 
Congress  has  not  yet  decided  whether  the  suggestion  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee as  to  sending  a fraternal  delegate  to  Canada  shall  be  accepted  or  not.  I 
Therefore  beg  to  move  that  we  do  agree  to  send  a delegate  to  Canada. 

The  President  : You  are  quite  right.  The  recommendation  in  the  report  has 
mot  been  accepted. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Smillie  to  accept  the  recommendation  as  to  sending  a 
delegate  to  the  Canadian  Congress  was  formally  seconded  and  agreed  to. 


GENERAL  PURPOSES  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  D.  Gilmour  (Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee) : We  desire  to 
call  attention  to  the  Agenda.  You  will  see,  on  the  new  Order  of  Business,  that 
the  Grouping  Committees  must  hand  in  their  reports  to  the  General  Purposes 
Committee  before  Congress  rises  on  Tuesday  evening.  I understand  that  the 
Uommittees  have  made  arrangements  to  meet,  and  some  of  them  have  intimated 
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the  time.  If  you  look  at  the  list  of  Sectional  Grouping  Committees  which  you  have 
in  your  hands,  you  will  see  that  on  the  Hours  of  Labour  tile  convener  is  Mr. 
John  Hill,  and  the  Committee  meets  at  half-past  2.  On  Industrial  Life  Assurance 
the  Committee  has  also  arranged  to  meet.  On  the  Wages  Questions  the  convener 
is  Mr.  J.  E.  Williams,  and  the  Committee  will  meet  after  the  luncheon  interval, 
but  no  definite  time  has  been  stated.  The  convener  of  the  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions 8,  9,  10,  and  11  of  the  Wages  Question  is  Mr.  J.  Jenkins,  and  they  have 
agreed  to  meet  at  11  o’clock  in  the  lecture  hall.  Then,  under  the  heading  “ National 
Insurance  Act,”  the  convener  is  Mr.  W.  Mosses,  and  they  have  fixed  2 o’clock  this 
afternoon  for  their  meeting.  These  are  all  the  intimations  given  to  the  General 
Purposes  Committee,  but  we  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  all  these  composite 
resolutions  must  be  in  our  hands  from  the  Grouping  Committees  at  the  time 
Congress  rises  this  afternoon,  according  to  the  time-table  of  Congress. 

THE  LAW  AS  TO  ORGANISE!*  LABOUR. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Isaacs  (Printers’  Assistants)  resumed  the  discussion  on  the  report 
by  calling  attention  to  the  paragraph  on  page  45  dealing  with  lectures  to  Trade 
Union  officials  on  the  law  as  to  organised  Labour.  In  view  of  the  importance  of 
the  subject  he  wanted  to  know  whether  the  Parliamentary  Committee  had  made 
arrangements  for  a further  series  of  the  lectures,  which  had  been  given  by  Mr. 
John  H.  Greenwood,  barrister-at-law,  and  if  not,  would  they  proceed  to  do  so  ? 

The  President  : We  have  made  no  further  arrangement  yet,  but  if  there  is 
a desire  in  this  direction  it  will  be  acceded  to.  Mr.  Greenwood,  no  doubt,  would 
be  pleased  to  give  the  same  lecture  again. 

TRADE  UNION  BANK. 

The  President:  With  regard  to  the  reference  on  page  46  of  the  report  to 
Trade  Union  banking,  I want  to  call  your  attention  to  the  last  paragraph,  with 
a view  to  taking  the  opinion  of  Congress  upon  it.  It  reads  as  follows  : — 

Without  expressing  any  definite  opinion  upon  this  important  subject,  your 

Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  matter  might  well  be  referred  to  the  newly 

elected  Parliamentary  Committee,  who,  after  full  consideration,  could  report  to 

next  Congress. 

The  Congress  agreed  with  the  suggestion  contained  in  the  paragraph  read  by 
the  President. 

THE  CARTERS’  DISPUTE. 

Mr.  T.  Allen  (United  Carters)  : I desire  to  ask  a question  respecting  the 
arbitration  in  connection  with  the  dispute  between  the  Leeds  Co-operative  Society 
and  my  own  union.  When  the  Joint  Committee  of  Trade  Unionists  and  Co-operators 
had  this  matter  under . consideration  did  they  take  into  consideration  all  the 
privileges  the  carters  enjoyed  in  making  their  award  ? 

Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman  : When  the  matter  was  discussed,  towards  the  end  of 
the  proceedings,  it  was  tacitly  understood  that  all  the  privileges  of  the  carters 
should  continue  to  be  enjoyed  by  them,  and  the  Committee  have  since  then  been 
in  correspondence  with  the  Co-operative  Employes’  Union  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  T.  Allen  : Correspondence  has  been  passing  between  you  and  our  association . 
concerning  the  reopening  of  the  whole  position.  Although  we  came  to  an  agreement 
with  the  Leeds  Co-operative  Society,  they  have  actually  taken  away  all  the  privileges 
from  our  members  which  they  formerly  enjoyed.  They  have  been  entirely  stopped, 
and  if  the  Co-operative  Union,  along  with  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  do  not 
see  their  way  clear  t6  get  them  and  us  and  the  Co-operative  men  together,  our 
men  are  so  seething  with  discontent  that  we  shall  throw  over  any  recommendation 
of  the  Parliamentary  Committee. 

The  President  : If  the  Leeds  Co-operative  Union  have  taken  away  any  of  your 
old  privileges  they  are  doing  something  they  have  no  right  to  do,  and  they  will 
hear  about  it  from  us. 

Mr.  T.  Allen  : They  have  taken  away  our  holidays,  and  we  have  communicated: 
with  the  Joint  Committee  asking  that  the  whole  case  should  be  reopened.  Up  to 
now,  however,  we  have  had  no  reply. 
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NON-PAYMENT  OF  THE  OSBORNE  LEVY. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Boweeman  : With  regard  to  the  Osborne  levy  a word  of  explanation 
as  due  to  you  on  behalf  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee.  This  levy  has  been 
hanging  about  for  nearly  two  years,  but  at  last,  so  far  as  this  Congress  is  con- 
cerned, every  society  affiliated  to  it  has  loyally  paid  its  proper  proportion  to  the 
levy.  But  you  will  see,  at  the  end  of  the  subscription  list,  a number  of  societies 
which  have  not  responded  to  the  levy.  Something  like  five  separate  communica- 
tions have  been  sent  out  to  these  non-affiliated  societies.  Some  have  pleaded  that 
they  are  not  financially  in  a position  to  meet  the  levy,  but  some  of  the  larger  ones 
have  shielded  themselves  by  saying  that  they  themselves  have  had  to  meet  certain 
expenses  in  connection  with  appeal  cases,  and  they  do  not  see  their  way  to  respond 
to  the  levy  imposed  under  , the  Standing  Orders  of  Congress.  The  Committee  has 
published  the  names  of  the  societies,  and  I do  not  know  whether  it  is  intended  to 
make  further  application  for  these  unpaid  levies  or  not.  Some  of  the  societies  were 
affiliated  to  the  Congress  at  the  time  the  levy  was  first  made,  but  none  of  them 
are  affiliated  now. 

Mr.  J.  Turner  (Shop  Assistants):  I see  in  the  list' of  these  societies  there 
appears  the  Hairdressers’  Federation  of  South  Wales  and  Monmouth.  Is  not  that 
an  employers’  association  ? It  is  hardly  likely  that  the  employers  will  pay  the  levy. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman  : I cannot  say  whether  your  suggestion  as  to  the 
character  of  that  particular  society  is  correct  or  not. 

Mr.  A.  Wilkie  (Shipwrights) : Ought  we  not  to  say  something  about  this  as  a 
Congress,  and  declare  that  these  societies  ought  to  meet  their  liabilities  ? 

The  President  : I take  it  that  the  unions  that  are  not  affiliated  to  this  Congress, 
but  who  are  affiliated  with  the  Labour  Party  or  the  General  Federation  of  Trade 
Unions,  will  take  notice  of  this  appeal  and  pay  up. 

Mr.  E.  Friend  (Bookbinders)  : These  unions  should  be  called  upon  to  pay  their 
levies  before  being  taken  into  Congress. 

The  President:  Well,  the  Parliamentary  Committee  has  done  its  duty  by 
calling  attention  to  the  matter.  Let  the  other  unions  do  theirs,  and  see  that  these 
societies  pay  up. 

THE  INCREASED  COST  OF  LIVING. 

Mr.  J.  Cross  (Amalgamated  Weavers) : With  regard  to  the  report  of  the 
delegates  to  the  American  Convention  of  Labour,  I desire  to  call  attention  to  the 
paragraph  which  refers  to  the  enhanced  and  enhancing  cost  of  living.  This  is  of 
great  importance  to  the  workers  of  this  country,  and  I want  to  ask  if  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  could  see  their  way  to  place  a resolution  before  Congress  this 
week  in  order  to  raise  a general  discussion  on  the  cost  of  living  in  relation  to  wages. 

The  President  : The  Parliamentary  Committee  has  no  power  to  do  any  such 
thing.  You  must  refer  the  matter  to  the  General  Purposes  Committee.  But  please 
understand  that  the  increased  cost  of  living  affects  Germany  and  other  countries 
as  well  as  our  own. 

Mr.  R.  Dent  (London  Compositors)  : There  is  already  a resolution  on  the 
Agenda  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  J.  Cross  (Amalgamated  Weavers) : I know  it  applies  to  nearly  all  over 
the  world,  but  there  is  no  resolution  on  the  Agenda,  and  in  your  speech  yesterday 
you  made  no  reference  or  placed  no  stress  upon  it.  The  point  is  that  the  raising  of 
the  wages  does  not  much  improve  the  condition  of  the  workers. 

The  President  : Mr.  Dent  says  there  is  a resolution  on  the  Agenda  which 
deals  with  this  question.  Of  course,  you  must  get  more  than  Is.  increase  in 
wages  when  the  price  of  commodities  goes  up  2s.  or  you  will  be  worsted. 

TO  THE  MEMORY  OF  THE  LOST  LEADERS. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Howes  (London  Machine  Managers) : With  your  permission,  I 
desire  to  say  a few  words  with  regard  to  the  heavy  obituary  list  contained  in  this 
report.  I do  not  think  we  have  had  so  long  an  obituary  list  in  connection  with 
any  previous  Congress.  It  is  not  necessary  to  mention  the  names  of  the  good 
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and  worthy  men  who  have  now  passed  from  us.  Last  year  mention  was  made  of 
the  valuable  services  rendered  to  our  cause  by  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  but  there  are 
equally  good  men  on  this  list  who  have  done  good  work  for  the  Trade  Union  move- 
ment, and  I would  like  to  say  that  what  applies  to  the  one  equally  applies  to 
the  others.  The  record  of  their  useful  lives  irresistibly  reminds  one  of  the  lines:  — 

We  live  in  deeds,  not  fears; 

In  thoughts,  not  breaths ; 

In  feelings,  not  in  figures  on  a dial. 

We  count  not  time  by  heart-throbs ; 

For  he  most  lives  who  feels 

The  noblest  acts  the  best. 

These  lines  apply  to  all  the  worthy  men — Broadhurst,  Shipton,  Kelley,  and  the 
rest — whose  obituary  notices  appear  in  this  report,  and  I ask  that  we  rise  from 
our  seats  this  morning  and  pay  silent  tribute  to  the  memory  of  our  lost  leaders. 

All  the  delegates  rose  in  response  to  the  suggestion  made  by  Mr.  Howes. 

CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETIES  AND  THEIR  EMPLOYEES. 

Mr.  J.  Hallsworth  (Co-operative  Employes) : I want  to  raise  a protest  on 
the  report  of  the  delegate  from  this  body  to  the  Co-operative  Congress.  A certain 
scale  of  wages  has  been  agreed  upon  in  connection  with  the  co-operative  employes, 
but  only  120  or  less  out  of  1,500  societies  are  paying  the  stipulated  rates. 

The  President  : Your  union  is  connected  with  this  Congress  as  well  as  other 
unions,  and  if  you  have  any  grievance  against  the  co-operative  societies,  why  don’t 
you  bring  up  a resolution  and  get  it  thrashed  out  ? 

Mr.  J.  Hallsworth  : I want  to  put  it  to  this  Congress  that  we  have  no  right 
to  allow  our  delegates  from  this  Congress  to  convey  fraternal  greetings  to  the 
co-operators  while  this  state  of  things  continues  with  respect  to  the  payment  of  its 
workmen. 

The  President  : I want  to  put  it  to  you  that  you  should  place  a resolution  on 
the  Agenda  for  the  discussion  of  any  grievances  which  you  may  have,  and  not  call 
attention  to  them  in  this  manner. 

Mr.  J.  Hallsworth  : Well,  will  the  Parliamentary  Committee  let  me  know 
whether  they  have  received  a communication  from  the  Co-operative  Employes’  Union 
deploring  the  fact  that  the  resolution  of  Congress  on  this  matter  has  been  ignored  ? 

The  President  : Mr.  Bowerman  says  he  has  no  knowledge  of  it. 

Mr.  J.  Hallsworth  : I am  told  that  a letter  has  been  sent. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman : I have  no  knowledge  of  the  receipt  of  such  a letter, 
and  if  a letter  of  that  kind  had  been  received  the  report  would  have  contained  some 
reference  to  it.  I will  look  into  the  matter  when  I get  back  to  London,  but  I 
have  no  knowledge  of  it  at  the  moment. 

Mr.  J.  Hallsworth:  Will  it  be  possible  for  me  to  submit  a resolution  to 
the  General  Purposes  Committee  when  the  election  of  a fraternal  delegate  to  the 
Co-operative  Congress  comes  on  next  week  ? 

The  President  : No.  Get  a resolution  put  down  upon  the  Agenda,  and  discuss 
your  grievances  in  the  ordinary  way. 

THE  TRADE  UNIONS  (NO.  2)  BILL. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Harvey  (Miners’  Federation) : In  their  concluding  remarks  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  has  drawn  attention,  and  rightly  so,  to  the  position 
in  Parliament  of  the  Trade  Unions  (No.  2)  Bill.  That  measure  opens  out  a very 
large  subject,  which  I will  not  enter  into  this  morning,  but,  having  called  attention 
to  it,  we  must  go  a step  further.  We  must  ask  the  delegates  to  apply  to  the  whole 
of  the  industrial  centres  to  use  their  influence  to  press  upon  the  Members  of 
Parliament  representing  the  various  constituencies  to  be  in  their  place  in  the 
House  of  Commons  and  help  to  carry  the  Bill  through.  The  injunctions  are 
stifling  and  retarding  the  progress  of  the  Labour  movement  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  Men  cannot  use  their  Trade  LTnion  funds  as  they  like.  Judge-made 
law  has  stepped  in,  and  now,  when  we  have  a promise  that  this  Bill  will  be 
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carried,  we  ask  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  issue  an  important  whip  to  all 
Members  of  Parliament  asking  them  to  assist  us  in  carrying  this  Trade  Union  Bill 
through  the  House  of  Commons  this  Session. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson  (Sailors  and  Firemen):  I am  sorry  to' have  to  disagree 
with  my  friend  Mr.  Harvey.  As  a rule,  I can  agree  with  him,  but  not  on  this 
occasion.  Mr.  Harvey  ought  to  know  just  how  much  Parliament  can  do  in  the 
short  time  at  its  disposal.  There  is  before  Parliament  at  the  present  time  a Home 
Rule  Bill,  a Welsh  Disestablishment  Bill,  and  a Franchise  Bill.  Now,  if  any 
man  in. this  Congress  is  going  to  tell  me  that  there  is  any  possibility  of’ passing 
all  that  legislation  and  then  to  bring  in  another  and  contentious  Bill 

Mr.  W.  E.  Harvey  : The  Bill  is  already  in,  and  has  passed  the  Second  Reading. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson  : I don’t  care  if  it  has  gone  through  its  Third  Reading. 
It  is  nonsense  to  ask  Members  to  stop  all  other  legislation  until  this  Bill  is 
passed.  I think  Mr.  Harvey  might  let  Parliament  have  an  opportunity  to  get 
out  of  the  road  those  big  measures  which  have  stood  in  the  way  of  progress  for  a 
very  long  time.  Home  Rule  has  been  before  Parliament  for  over  25  years,  and  it 
is  time  it  was  out  of  the  way.  With  regard  to  the  Disestablishment  of  the  Church 
in  Wales,  that  is  a burning  question,  and  one  which  the  Welshmen  would  not 
care  to  give  a back  seat  to  in  order  to  expedite  any  other  question.  As  to  the 
Franchise  Bill,  when  you  consider  that  there  are  only  six  and  a-half  million 
voters  where  there  should  be  twelve  or  13  millions,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
you  will  soon  have  an  election — and  some  of  you  Labour  gentlemen  will  have  to 
fight  very  hard  and  keen  to  hold  your  seats — it  is  clearly  desirable  that  this 
Bill  should  be  got  through  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  I know  we  are  to  have 
some  200  Labour  Members  returned  at  the  next  General  Election  according  to 
certain  reports,  but  my  opinion  is  that  the  Members  who  are  there  already  will  have 
to  fight  to  hold  on,  never  mind  about  adding  to  their  number.  This  Bill  might 
be  left  over  until  next  year,  and  then  you  might  have  a chance  of  getting  it 
through. 

Mr.  J.  Sexton  (Liverpool  Dockers) : I want  to  correct  Mr.  Wilson  in  his 
judicial  summing  up.  He  has  been  absent  from  the  country  for  some  time  and 
does  not  know  what  has  happened.  The  Trade  Disputes  Bill — Trade  Union  (No.  2) 
Bill — has  been  introduced  into  Parliament,  and  a particular  promise  was  given 
for  a date  for  the  Second  Reading,  which  was  adjourned  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Government.  The  Bill  has  passed  the  Second  Reading,  and  we  are  now  asked 
to  whip  up  the  Trade  Unionists  of  the  country  for  the  Report  stage.  Surely,  as 
an  old  Parliamentarian,  Mr.  Wilson  knows  that  it  is  necessary  that  the  Third 
Reading  of  a Bill  should  be  well  supported  in  the  country.  That  i^  why  we 
should  try  to  secure  for  our  Bill  the  support  of  the  whole  Trade  Union  movement. 
To  us  the  power  to  use  our  money  for  political  action  is  worth  more  than  anything 
else. 

Mr.  T.  McKerrall  (Miners’  Federation)  : The  speech  which  Mr.  Wilson  has 
•delivered  should  have  been  given  in  a Liberal  club.  (Hear,  hear.)  Mr.  Asquith  could 
not  have  spoken  to  us  in  a better  manner.  It  is  our  duty  to  be  concerned  about 
getting  the  money  for  returning  our  Members  to  Parliament.  Mr.  Wilson’s 
•speech  was  entirely  out  of  place,  and  I have  never  heard  a speech  more  out  of 
harmony  with  the  Trade  Union  spirit,  and  I hope  delegates  who  want  to  make 
speeches  of  that  character  will  make  them  amid  more  harmonious  surroundings 
than  are  to  be  found  at  this  Congress.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  G.  H.  Roberts  (Typographical  Association)  : I agree  with  Mr.  Wilson 
to  this  extent — that  Home  Rule  and  Welsh  Disestablishment  must  be  got  out 
of  the  way.  I recognise  that  those  two  great  measures  block  the  way  for  other 
measures  in  which  we  are  interested,  and  I am  going  to  do  what  I can  to  facilitate 
their  passage  through  the  House  of  Commons,  but,  in  so  doing,  there  is  no  reason 
whatever  why  our  Bill  should  not  also  become  law.  The  Bill  may  not  be  satisfactory 
to  us,  but  it  is,  unfortunately,  the  best  we  can  get.  It  is  very  easy  to  charge 
the  Labour  Members  in  the  House  of  Commons  with  shortcomings,  but  the  Bill  as 
it  stands  exactly  reflects  the  activity  and  strength  of  the  movement  of  organised 
Labour  in  the  country.  Well,  we  have  secured  the  Second  Reading  of  that 
measure.  The  Second  Reading  was  not  postponed,  as  Mr.  Sexton  suggests,  to 
kelp  the  Government.  As  a matter  of  fact,  the  day  we  had  secured  for  the  Second 
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Reading  of  that  measure  was  one  we  desired  to  keep  clear,  because  of  the  critical 
stage  of  the  transport  workers’  dispute,  which  was  at  the  moment  the  most  urgent 
question  for  the  Labour  Party.  We  had,  therefore,  to  agree  to  the  postponement 
of  the  Second  Reading,  but  we  insisted  throughout  that  the  Second  Reading  must 
be  passed  before  the  House  of  Commons  rose.  We  have  also  taken  further  safe- 
guards. The  passage  of  that  Bill  through  Committee  is  assured  if  it  can  in  any 
way  be  made  satisfactory  to  us.  That  is  to  say,  it  is  part  of  the  undertaking 
which  we  have  secured  that  the  Committee  is  to  be  kept  clear  in  order  that  our 
measure  may  have  precedence  of  any  other  Bills  that  may  come  before  the  Com- 
mittee. In  fact,  our  Bill  has  been  taken  up  as  a Government  measure,  and  the- 
Government  are  as  much  responsible  for  it  as  they  are  for  Home  Rule  or  Welsh 
Disestablishment.  Of  course,  I do  not  contemplate  that  the  Bill  will  ultimately 
emerge  to  the  complete  satisfaction  of  the  Trade  Union  movement  or  myself, 
but  I think  our  Members  in  the  House  of  Commons  will  do  their  best  to  make  the 
Bill  as  acceptable  as  possible.  And  if  the  Bill  does  not  give  you  all  you  desire, 
it  will  not  be  sufficient  to  criticise  your  Labour  Members.  It  is  for  you  to  take 
the  responsibility  yourselves,  because  of  your  failure  to  send  us  sufficient  support 
in  our  efforts  to  shape  legislation  in  the  desired  way. 

Mr.  J.  Wigxall  (Dock  and  Riverside  Workers)  : I am  in  agreement  with  Mr. 
Harvey  on  this  question  of  pi'essing  forward  the  Trade  Union  Bill.  The  reasons 
against  this  course  which  have  been  urged  by  Mr.  Wilson  might  be  made  in  their 
proper  place  and  time,  but  we  are  only  directly  concerned  here  with  the  Labour 
side  of  the  question.  We  quite  understand,  although  we  are  not  in  Wales,  that 
Welsh  Disestablishment  is  an  important  matter,  but  to  us  the  Trade  Union  Bill 
takes  precedence  of  it,  and  we  must  declare  here  unmistakably  that  whatever 
questions  may  confront  the  Government  and  the  party,  the  one  thing  that  we  must 
use  every  effort  to  bring  forward  and  push  to  the  front  is  the  question  of  the  Trade 
Union  Bill.  And  we  must  say  here  to-day,  with  no  faltering  vote,  that  we  are  as 
anxious  for  our  Bill  as  Ireland  is  for  the  Home  Rule  Bill  and  as  Wales  is  for  her 
Disestablishment  Bill,  and  as  the  Government  is  for  the  new  Franchise  Bill.  We 
are  here  to  demand  that  our  Bill  must  not  be  put  aside  for  any  other  measure,  but 
that  it  must  have  precedence.  But,  of  course,  we  must  leave  to  our  friends  in 
Parliament  the  task  of  employing  the  right  methods  for  carrying  out  our  wishes. 

Mr.  Johx  Ward  (Navvies)  :The  speeches  to  which  we  have  listened  during  this 
short  discussion  have  been  very  interesting.  I have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  my 
friend  Havelock  Wilson  is  recognised  as  being  as  good  a fighter  for  Labour  as  any 
man  in  this  Congress.  Therefore,  to  suggest  that  his  speech  is  oiie  which  ought  only 
to  be  delivered  in  a Liberal  club  is  not  to  deal  honestly  with  delegates  to  this 
Congress.  What  does  Mr.  McKerrall  or  his  speech  represent  more  than  Mr. 
Havelock  Wilson  ? Take  his  own  trade  as  an  illustration  of  the  relative  importance 
of  Welsh  Disestablishment,  Home  Rule,  and  the  Trade  Union  Bill.  The  men  he 
represents  had  an  opportunity  of  deciding  at  an  election  recently,  here  in  Wales, 
what  importance  they  attached  to  these  three  subjects,  and  the  men  representing  the- 
views  of  Mr.  McKerrall  came  out  at  the  bottom  of  the  poll.  Therefore,  while  it  is 
very  nice  for  Mr.  McKerrall  to  make  speeches  to  get  cheers  here,  we  have  to  decide 
whether  the  speeches  made  here  represent  the  quips  and  cranks  here  or  outside.. 
(Laughter.)  In  spite  of  what  Mr.  McKerrall  and  Mr.  Sexton  have  said,  the  cold 
facts,  to  my  thinking,  are  in  the  direction  of  Mr.  Havelock  Wilson’s  presentation 
of  the  case.  Let  us  talk  about  it  next  year,  and  then  see  which  represents  the 
majority  of  the  people  we  are  supposed  to  represent  here  to-day.  Take  Mr.  Sexton’s- 
speech.  “ All  indifferent  to  Home  Rule  ! ” 

Mr.  J.  Sextox  : I did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  Johx  Ward  : Well,  that  was  what  you  suggested.  But  does  .Mr.  Sexton 
dare  to  go  down  to  his  Hibernian  Lodges  and  make  declarations  of  that  descrip- 
tion? No;  that  is  the  mere  froth  put  forward  here  to  get  cheers  just  for  the 
moment,  not  because  it  represents  the  opinion  of  Labour  in  the  country.  Let  us- 
lead  honestly.  Do  not  let  us  mislead  ourselves  in  trying  to  lead  others.  Do  not 
let  us  think  there  is  a situation  existing  in  which  you  can  afford  to  ignore  every- 
thing except  the  Osborne  judgment,  because  in  the  elections  you  will  find,  and  you 
are  finding,  that  you  are  mistaken.  Try  to  educate  the  people  to  the  best  of  your 
ability,  but  when  men  do  represent  the  situation  accurately,  and  cannot  secure  the- 
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cheers  of  Congress,  at  least  give  them  a fair  hearing.  It  is  much  more  difficult 
to  state  the  situation  properly  than  otherwise  in  such  a gathering  as  this.  My 
view  of  the  situation  is  this.  I believe  that,  two  years  hence,  the  statements  of 
Mr.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Wilson  to  which  we  have  listened  to-day  will  be  shown  to  be 
more  correct  than  the  statements  of  the  two  other  men. 

Mr.  A.  Haddon  (Steel  and  Iron  Workers) : It  is  22  years  since  I last  attended 
a Trades  Union  Congress.  It  was  at  Liverpool,  and  I think,  if  I had  the  report 
of  that  Congress  in  my  bag,  I should  find  Mr.  Ward  and  Mr.  Wilson  making 
similar  speeches  to  those  they  have  delivered  to-day. 

Mr.  John  Ward  : That  is  a fine  illustration  of  consistency  on  our  part ! 
(Laughter. ) 

Mr.  A.  Haddon  : Mr.  Wilson  has  stated  clearly  enough  that,  in  his  judgment, 
Home  Rule,  Welsh  Disestablishment,  and  the  Franchise  Bill  have  got  to  come  first. 
I put  the  question  of  Welsh  Disestablishment  alongside  the  question  of  Irish 
Disestablishment,  and  I want  to  know  what  good  will  arise  from  the  passing  of  the 
former  measure.  Ireland  had  Disestablishment  40  years  ago,  and  have  there  not 
been  as  many  evictions,  as  much  tyranny  and  poverty,  in  Ireland  since  the 
passing  of  that  measure  as  ever  there  was  before  ? 

Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson  : On  a point  of  order,  I want  to  assure  my  friend  that  I am 
not  at  all  enthusiastic  about  the  Welsh  Disestablishment  Bill. 

The  President  : That  is  not  a point  of  order.  It  is  a matter  of  opinion. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  A.  Haddon  : The  Disestablishment  of  the  Church  in  Wales  will  not  do  the 
workingmen  a bit  of  good.  I am  a tithe-payer  at  present — fancy  me  being  a tithe- 
payer  ! — and  I pay  the  magnificent  sum  of  5d.  per  annum.  It  is  a great  waste  of 
time  to  discuss  this  question  of  Welsh  Disestablishment.  As  a Socialist,  I stand 
here  and  declare  that  it  is  establishments  I want,  not  disestablishments.  (Hear, 
hear. ) I want  to  see  the  time  when  there  will  be  no  more  hungry  children,  shoeless 
women,  and  workless  men.  We  are  simply  asked  to  support  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  at  this  time  in  their  efforts  in  the  country  on  behalf  of  a Bill  which 
will  enable  us  to  use  our  own  money  for  the  purpose  of  sending  our  own  men  to 
Parliament.  I was  enthusiastic  on  the  question  of  Home  Rule  even  before  Mr. 
Gladstone  took  it  up,  but  I do  not  think  Home  Rule,  after  all,  should  stand  in 
front  of  the  Trade  Union  Bill. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Davis  (London  Compositors)  : Do  you  not  think  that  we  are  some- 
what departing  from  the  original  suggestion  made  by  Mr.  Harvey  ? We  have  had  a 
lot  of  talk  over  a very  simple  matter.  Mr.  Harvey  says  there  is  a most  important 
Bill  before  the  House  of  Commons  relating  to  Trade  Unionism,  and  recommends 
us  to  do  all  we  can  to  press  home  to  every  Member  of  Parliament  representing  an 
industrial  community  the  duty  of  supporting  the  Bill.  Is  not  that  a commonsense 
thing  to  suggest  and  for  us  to  do?  (Hear,  hear.)  Of  course,  it  is  quite  outside 
our  power  to  determine  what  Bill  shall  take  precedence  over  others  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  but  if  we  here  to-day  show  that  we  are  not  demanding  our  Bill  with  any 
particular  urgency  it  will  be  an  excuse  for  Members  of  Parliament  to  refrain  from 
troubling  about  the  passage  of  the  Bill.  (Hear,  hear.)  Our  duty  is  plain,  no  matter 
what  the  state  of  feeling  in  the  country  may  be.  Unfortunately,  if  Mr.  Ward’s 
statement  is  a correct  description  of  the  situation,  the  workers  in  the  country  are 
not  yet  alive  to  their  own  interests,  but  is  that  any  reason  why  this  Congress  should 
not  do  its  best  to  insist  that  every  Member  of  Parliament  should  strongly  support 
this  Bill  ? If  this  Congress  should  appear  indifferent  we  are  putting  a weapon 
into  the  hands  of  the  people  who  are  not  troubling  about  it  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  I say  it  is  an  eminently  practical  suggestion,  that  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  should  be  urged  to  use  its  best  endeavours  to  strengthen  the  Trade 
Union  support  for  the  Bill,  and  to  induce  Members  of  industrial  constituencies  to 
support  the  Bill  in  Parliament.  The  Parliamentary  Committee,  indeed,  should  be 
asked  to  inaugurate  a campaign  in  the  country  on  behalf  of  the  Bill.  It  is  about 
time  we  did  something  to  induce  Labour  men  in  mining  districts  to  refrain  from 
voting  Liberal  or  Tory.  If  they  continue  to  do  that  they  will  soon  find  that  they 
will  get  nothing  at  ail.  When  I heard  Mr.  Ward’s  speech  I thought  I was  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  I believe  he  thought  he  was  there  himself.  (Laughter.) 
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We  shall  be  making  a big  mistake  if  we  do  not  act  upon  Mr.  Harvey’s  valuable 
■suggestion. 

Mr.  J.  Wadsworth  (Miners’  Federation)  : I do  not  want  to  say  a’  word  in 
■opposition  to  the  three  Government  measures  which  have  been  mentioned,  and  I 
hope  as  a Congress  we  shall  not  do  anything  of  that  kind.  Some  of  us  have  been 
Home  Rulers  for  40  years,  and  we  have  not  altered  yet.  But  I want  to  point  out 
that  the  position  put  forward  by  Mr.  Harvey  is  the  proper  one  for  us  to  take  up. 
We  must  regard  the  subject  quite  apart  from  these  three  Bills  and  the  work  to 
be  done  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Commons,  as  indicated  in  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Ward  and  Mr.  Wilson.  I am  quite  sure  we  all  respect  Mr.  Wilson  whatever  his  views 
on  these  matters  may  be.  We  have  to  keep  clearly  before  us  the  idea  that  this 
Trade  Union  Bill  should  be  dealt  with  before  this  Parliament  rises  in  1912. 
We  ought  not  to  put  anything  in  the  way  of  that  object,  for  the  Trade  Unions 
have  always  been  able  to  spend  their  money  in  accordance  with  their  rules,  for 
Parliamentary  or  any  other  purpose,  if  it  is  not  ultra  vires  of  the  Trade  Union 
Act.  I know  the  unions  do  not  always  spend  their  money  wisely,  but  while  they 
have  a good  substantial  majority  they  should  be  able  to  do  what  they  like  with 
their  own.  That  should  be  the  case  with  regard  to  any  democratic  association, 
and,  while  I may  deplore  some  of  the  things  which  the  Trade  Unions  do,  I do 
not  want  the  Osborne  judgment  to  stand  against  them.  (Hear,  hear.)  These  things 
will  settle  themselves.  If  the  men  act  foolishly  the  day  of  reckoning  will  come 
for  them.  What  is  our  position  now  ? When  we  get  into  a dispute — and  as  miners 
we  have  had  some  extraordinary  disputes — what  do  we  find  ? Talk  about  tyranny  ! 
They  bring  a party  of  police  down  to  show  the  blacklegs  the  way  to  the  pits  and 
drive  our  pickets  away.  Do  not  let  us  talk  about  Tories  and  Liberals.  We  all 
have  our  opinions  about  Liberals  and  Tories,  just  as  we  have  our  opinions  about 
Trade  Unionists  and  other  persons.  I do  not  suppose  anyone  thinks  the  Trade 
Unions  are  perfect,  but  let  us  work  together  to  get  this  Osborne  judgment  put 
right.  That  is  our  immediate  and  urgent  duty.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  T.  Richards  (Miners’  Federation)  : I think  this  discussion  is  altogether 
■out  of  order,  in  so  far  as  it  is  attempting  to  interfere  with  the  three  Bills  that 
have  been  mentioned.  My  opinion  is  that  it  is  our  business  to  tell  the  Government 
that  they  must  find  time  for  our  Bill.  My  friend  Mr.  Havelock  Wilson  has  tried 
to  find  a way  out  for  the  Government,  but  the  Government  must  find  a way  out 
for  itself.  (Hear,  hear.)  I do  not  think  I should  have  said  a word  in  this  debate 
were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  so  many  remarks  have  been  made  with  regard  to  the 
relative  importance  of  the  Government  measures  and  the  degree  of  importance 
which  Welshmen  attach  to  the  Disestablishment  question.  I want  it  to  be  under- 
stood that  Welshmen  take  the  same  stand  on  the  Disestablishment  and  Disendow- 
ment  of  the  Church  of  England  in  Wales  that  they  have  always  taken.  (Cheers.) 
Make  no  mistake  about  that.  We  want  the  Disestablishment  of  the  Church.  We 
Lave  not  weakened  in  the  slightest  degree  on  this  question,  and  if  the  friends  who 
have  spoken  had  lived  in  Wales  they  would  understand  how  vital  this  matter  is  to 
the  Welsh  people.  They  have  in  past  years  made  many  sacrifices  to  bring  it 
about,  and  now  they  are  looking  forward  to  their  reward.  (Hear,  hear. ) One  of 
the  delegates  talked  very  glibly  about  the  relative  unimportance  of  the  5d.  tithe 
which  he  had  to  pay,  but  if  he  lived  in  Wales  he  might  realise  that  the  5d.  was 
•of  more  importance  than  he  imagined.  After  all,  this  is  not  a matter  of  pounds, 
’shillings,  and  pence  to  the  Welsh  people ; it  is  a matter  of  principle,  and  we  shall 
never  be  satisfied  until  we  have  achieved  our  object.  We  have  been  asked  why 
the  Welsh  workers  should  vote  Liberal  and  Tory,  but  I want  to  know  why  the 
English  workers  do  the  same  thing  only  on  a much  larger  scale  ? (Laughter  and 
■cheers.) 

A Delegate  : On  a point  of  order,  is  not  Mr.  Richards  doing  the  very  thing 
which  he  condemned  other  delegates  for  doing  ? 

The  President  : I cannot  help  that.  He  is  quite  in  order.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  T.  Richards  : I do  not  want  this  great  Labour  Parliament  to  let  Welshmen 
think  we  are  not  in  sympathy  with  them  over  this  great  question  of  the  Disestab- 
lishment of  the  English  Church  in  Wales.  It  is  the  atmosphere  of  the  Church  that 
we  are  fighting  against.  The  position  in  the  House  of  Commons  with  regard  to  these 
Bills  has  been  clearly  put  to  the  delegates  here  by  the  man  who  knows — by  Mr. 
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GL  H.  Roberts.  It  is  not  our  business  to  tell  the  Government  what,  in  our  opinion, 
is  the  relative  importance  of  Home  Rule  or  Welsh  Disestablishment : it  is  our 
business  to  tell  them  that  we  must  have  the  Osborne  Judgment  Bill  passed  during 
this  Parliament.  The  Government  can  do  it  if  they  like,  despite  the  question  of 
time.  We  must  let  it  be  clearly  understood  that  we  will  not  remain  under  this- 
disability  any  longer.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  A.  Wilkie  (Shipwrights)  : I had  thought  I was  now  old  enough  to  be 
surprised  at  nothing,  but  I must  confess  to  being  surprised  at  some  of  the  state- 
ments that  have  been  made  this  morning,  more  especially  as  they  have  come  from 
those  who  a few  years  ago  were  regarded  as  being  among  our  extreme  men.  They 
now  tell  us  that,  as  Trade  Unionists,  we  are  going  too  far.  I shall  not  enter  into- 
the  details  of  the  discussion,  but  I do  want  to  say  that,  in  going  through  the- 
country,  it  has  been  made  clear  to  me  that  we  cannot  too  soon  get  back  the  power 
we  formerly  possessed  of  spending  our  money  as  we  think  best.  We  are  faced, 
not  only  in  the  House  of  Commons,  but  in  the  country,  with  the  assertion  that  our 
own  people  are  not  altogether  with  us  on  this  question,  and  some  of  the  speeches  w-e 
have  heard  this  morning  will  give  strong  support  to  that  view.  Now,  I hold  that 
wherever  the  unions  have  been  thoroughly  tested  they  have  shown  that  they  are 
in  favour  of  being  ruled  by  the  majority,  and  once  that  fact  is  properly  appreciated 
you  will  find  it  will  be  embodied  in  legislation.  Now  that  the  Bill  is  going  to  the 
Committee  upstairs  I hope  you  will  not  be  content  with  asking  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  to  do  their  best  in  support  of  it.  When  you  get  back  home  you  should 
write  letters  to  your  Members  and  take  deputations  to  them  to  show  that  we  are 
in  earnest  in  this  desire  for  the  right  to  do  as  we  like  with  our  own,  as  we  have 
been  able  to  do  since  1875,  when  the  Trade  Unions  Act  was  passed.  If  we  follow- 
out  this  plan  of  action  immediately  and  thoroughly,  I am  certain  the  Bill  which 
we  are  talking  about  will  be  very  much  improved,  even  if  it  is  not  shaped  to  our 
entire  satisfaction.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  A.  E.  Chandler  (Railway  Clerks)  : I have  been  wondering  whether,  in 
view  of  the  sentiment  which  this  Congress  cheered  so  heartily,  that  the  Home 
Rule  and  Disestablishment  Bills  should  be  cleared  out  of  the  way,  we  should  not 
invoke  the  aid  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  to  help  the  Government, 
because  that  is  what  our  friends  seemed  to  suggest ! 

Mr.  W.  E.  Harvey  (Miners’  Federation) : I want  to  know  whether  a special 
whip  will  be  issued  by  the  Parliamentary  Committee  with  regard  to  the  Trade 
Union  Bill  ? 

The  President  : If  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Congress  it  will  be  done,  but  it  is 
rather  a matter  for  the  Labour  Party. 

THE  EIGHT-HOUR  DAY  : A QUESTION  OF  ACCURACY. 

Mr.  G.  M.  Hale  (Telephone  Employes) : I do  not  propose  to  speak  about  the- 
Disestablishment  and  other  questions  which  have  been  raised  this  morning.  I 
want  to  confine  my  remarks  to  the  eight-hour  question,  which  is  alluded  to  in  the 
last  paragraph  of  the  Parliamehtary  Committee’s  concluding  remarks.  In  this 
paragraph  there  is  a gross  misstatement  of  fact,  which  was  emphasised  by  the 
President  in  his  opening  statement  to-day.  It  says:  “The  principle  has  long 
been  recognised  by  the  Government  in  so  far  as  its  own  Departments  are  con- 
cerned.” That  is  not  true.  There  has  been  a Select  Committee  of  the  House  oF 
Commons,  and  we  prepared  evidence  from  the  telephone  workers  in  favour  of  a 
48-hour  week  for  the  transferred  staff.  There  was  a reclassification  of  the  telephone 
workers  last  November,  and  every  grade,  from  the  inspectors  down  to  the  boys, 
have  to  work  a week  of  50^  hours.  So  there  is  no  truth  in  saying  that  this  is- 
something  which  is  recognised  by  the  Government  Departments.  I think  the 
wording  of  this  paragraph  should  be  changed  and  the  facts  truly  stated. 

The  President:  The  paragraph  goes  on  to  say:  “It  remains  for  the  Trade 
Union  movement,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  to  persistently  press  forward  its 
demand  for  a general  reduction  of  the  working  hours  to  eight  per  day.”  Surely 
you  do  not  want  that  deleted  ? 

Mr.  G.  M.  Hale  : But  the  statement  is  not  correct  as  to  the  Government 
recognising  the  principle  in  its  own  Departments. 
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The  President  : It  may  not  be  correct  altogether,  but  in  the  case  of  90  per 
cent,  of  the  Government  workers  the  eight-hour  day  is  recognised. 

Mr.  G.  M.  Hale  : Well,  you  should  have  been  content  to  state  it  in  that  way. 

TRADE  UNION  OFFICIALS  AT  CORONERS’  INQUESTS. 

Mr.  F.  Robotham  (Enginemen’s  Federation) : There  has  been  a resolution  down 
for  several  years,  in  the  name  of  the  National  Federation  of  Enginemen,  with 
reference  to  Trade  Union  officials  attending  coroners’  inquests.  Seeing  that  there 
is  nothing  in  the  report  with  reference  to  the  action  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee in  connection  with  this  matter,  will  they  be  kind  enough  to  inform  me 
whether  they  have  done  anything  in  this  direction  ? 

The  President  : The  resolution  is  down  on  the  Agenda.  It  will  come  on  in 
due  course. 

Mr.  F.  Robotham:  But  has  anything  been  done?  We  have  had  this  down 
for  years. 

The  President  : We  have  had  other  matters  down  for  20  years,  and  nothing 
has  been  done. 

Mr.  F.  Robotham  : We  are  not  so  badly  off  as  you,  then.  (Laughter.) 

THE  SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  MINERS’  DISPUTE. 

Mr.  John  Ward  (Navvies) : As  you  are  going  to  put  the  report  as  a whole,  I 
should  like  to  ask  a question  relating  to  the  first  paragraph.  Right  at  the 
beginning  of  the  report,  the  last  two  lines  of  the  first  paragraph,  which  relates  to 
the  dispute  in  the  coal  trade,  read  as  follow:  “Which,  had  they  been  accepted, 
would  have  brought  the  dispute  to  a completely  satisfactory  and  final  termination.” 
Now,  I want  to  ask  you  whether,  in  making  this  statement,  you  had  the  official 
authority  of  the  Miners’  Federation  to  use  these  words,  or  are  you  merely  making 
the  statement  yourselves,  believing  it  to  be  correct? 

The  President  : It  amounts  to  this,  that  if  the  Government  had  accepted  the 
5s.  and  the  2s.  minima,  it  would  have  been  acceptable  to  the  miners.  But,  as  you 
know,  the  Government  refused  to  accept  the  two. 

Mr.  John  Ward  : I was  in  this  business,  and  I want  to  know  whether 
you  are  making  this  statement  thinking  it  to  be  a fact,  or  does  it  come  officially 
■ from  the  miners  ? 

The  President  : It  was  off  our  own  bat ! (Laughter.) 

Mr.  R.  Smillie  (Miners’  Federation)  : You  have  already  made  a statement 
which  we  cannot  accept.  Even  if  the  5s.  and  the  2s.  had  been  accepted  by  the 
Government,  it  would  not  have  been  completely  satisfactory  from  our  point  of 
view.  It  would  have  been  so  far  satisfactory  to  have  got  the  5s.  and  the  2s. 
accepted,  but  there  was  more  than  that' in  dispute.  We  put  forward  other  figures, 
and  had  the  three  sets  of  figures  been  accepted  and  put  in  the  Bill  it  would  have 
been  completely  satisfactory. 

The  President  : Yrou  mean  it  would  have  satisfied  you  completely  if  the 
schedule  had  been  put  in  ? 

Mr.  R.  Smillie  : Yes. 

Mr.  John  Ward:  I am  quite  satisfied  with  the  explanation.  I do  not  want 
anything  else. 

The  President  : I am  very  glad  to  know  we  are  able  to  satisfy  someone ! 
(Laughter.) 

PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE’S  REPORT  ADOPTED. 

The  report  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  as  a whole  was  agreed  to  by 
'Congress  without  further  discussion. 


160 


TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS. 


INSURANCE  COMMISSIONERS’  PRINTING. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Isaacs  (Printers’  Assistants)  moved:  — 

This  Congress  protests  against  printing  orders  for  the  Insurance  Com- 
missioners being  placed  with  firms  whose  works  are  closed  to  Trade  Unionists, 
and  expresses  its  dissatisfaction  at  the  fact  that  Trade  Unions  should  have 
to  handle  cards  produced  by  non-union  labour. 

He  said : I hope  to  bring  facts  before  Congress  which  will  show  that  the  Stationery 
Office  has  been  evading  the  real  spirit  of  the  Fair  Wages  Clause.  When  the. 
Insurance  Commissioners  got  to  work  they  decided  to  print  a lot  of  circulars.  We 
naturally  wanted  those  circulars  produced  under  fair  conditions,  but  a large  number 
of  them  were  produced  under  very  unfair  conditions.  When  the  Trade  Union 
officials  attached  to  societies  which  had  become  approved  applied  for  the  insurance 
cards  they  were  disgusted  to  find  that  they  had  to  circulate  amongst  their  members 
cards  which  had  been  produced  by  firms  which  refuse  to  employ  union  labour.  It 
is  not  a question  of  the  firms  observing  the  rules  and  paying  the  rates  on  the 
Trade  Union  scale— they  are  flouting  Trade  Unionism  altogether.  One  firm  had  an 
order  to  print  6,000,000  of  these  insurance  cards,  and  we  had  a member  of 
our  union  go  in  there,  and  the  information  he  gave  us  was  as  follows : “ Our 
standing  wage  for  a certain  class  of  machine  is  27s.  per  week,  and  this  particular 
firm  had  a girl  on  one  of  these  printing  machines  at  12s.  per  week.  They  had 
other  men  on  the  machines  at  anything  from  4s.  to  8s.  below  the  Trade  Union 
rate.”  I wrote  to  the  Commissioners  and  told  them  that  this  firm  would  not  employ 
Trade  Union  labour.  This  firm  could  not  plead  ignorance  of  our  rates,  because 
the  head  of  it  was  chairman  of  the  Master  Printers’  Federation.  We  had  the  usual 
acknowledgment  of  my  letter,  but  the  Stationery  Office  must  have  taken  some 
action,  because  a day  or  two  afterwards  one  of  the  men  who  had  been  fighting  the 
question  received  a letter  from  the  firm  asking  him  to  state  the  number  of  hours 
he  had  been  working  as  a labourer  and  the  time  he  had  been  incorrectly  paid  while 
laying  on  insurance  cards.  First  of  all,  they  argued  that  they  did  not  know  the 
man  was  laying  on  the  insurance  cards,  then  they  wanted  to  argue  that  they  did 
not  know  he  was  getting  the  wrong  rate.  Fancy  the  firm  not  knowing  that  he  was 
getting  9s.  less  than  the  Trade  Union  rate ! If  he  had  put  Id.  on  to  his  overtime 
they  would  have  found  it  out  sharply  enough.  I wrote  to  the  Controller  of  the 
Stationery  Office  and  subsequently  had  an  interview  with  him,  and  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  question  the  first  thing  that  struck  me  was  the  promptness  with 
which  he  replied  to  my  Trade  Union  contentions  with  the  employers’  familiar 
answer.  That  convinced  me  absolutely  that  before  the  appointment  to  meet  me 
was  made  by  the  Controller,  he  had  already  been  in  communication  with  the- 
employer.  He  said  that  the  Stationery  Office  had  no  power  to  do  other  than  see 
that  the  Government  work  was  performed  under  Trade  Union  rates  and  fair  con- 
ditions, and  that  they  had  no  control  over  the  other  work  of  the  firm.  So, 
according  to  this  dictum,  the  Controller  could  send  his  work  to  the  rottenest 
firm  in  the  country  so  long  as  the  recognised  Trade  Union  conditions  were  applied' 
to  that  particular  work.  I ask  Congress  to  express  its  entire  disagreement  with 
this  state  of  things. 

. Mr.  E.  Friend  (Bookbinders)  : In  seconding  this  resolution  I should  like  to 
emphasise  the  fact  that  this  is  only  one  instance  of  the  evils  which  occur  in 
the  administration  of  the  Fair  Wages  Clause.  It  applies  to  other  trades  in  a 
similar  way,  because  of  the  exceptional  powers  exercised  by  the  permanent  officials. 
We  ought  to  see  to  it  that  all  work  is  done  under  fair  conditions  in  establishments 
which  secure  Government  or  other  public  contracts. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman  : I am  told  that  the  Insurance  Commissioners  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  giving  out  of  Government  printing.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  the  chiefs  of  the  other  Government  Departments.  It  is  all  in  the  hands- 
of  the  Controller  of  the  Stationery  Office. 


The  resolution  was  carried. 
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PERMANENT  OFFICIALS  IN  GOVERNMENT  DEPARTMENTS. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Gordon  (Sheet  Metal  Workers)  moved:  — 

In  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  the  extensive  powers  now  oxorcisod  by 
the  higher  permanent  officials  in  the  various  Government  Departments  is  detri- 
mental to  the  democratic  progress  of  the  nation,  and,  with  a view  of  arresting 
this  tendency  towards  a bureaucratic  system  of  government,  we  regard  it  as 
essential  that  the  business  of  each  Department  should  be  controlled'  by  a 
Standing  Committee,  representative  of  all  parties,  elected  periodically  from  the 
House  of  Conuqons.  This  Congress  also  records  its  strong  condemnation  of  the 
clandestine  movement  (revealed  by  the  notorious  Holmes’  circular)  for  appoint- 
ing only  University  men  to  the  higher  positions  in  the  Civil  Service,  irrespective 
of  their  ability  or  experience  to  fill  such  positions. 

He  said : Both  the  mover  and  the  seconder  of  the  previous  resolution  have  referred 
to  the  exceptional  power  exercised  by  the  higher  permanent  officials  in  the  Depart- 
ments of  the  State,  and  my  committee  were  prompted  to  put  this  resolution  on 
the  paper  last  year  owing  to  the  difficulty  they  experienced  in  getting  a clear 
and  concise  decision  in  reference  to  the  complaints  made  to  the  heads  of  the 
Departments.  We  found  repeatedly  that  the  heads  of  the  Departments  were 
desirous  of  giving  a fair  and  honest  interpretation  of  the  Fair  Wages  Clause, 
but,  notwithstanding  that  desire,  when  we  came  to  deal  with  the  higher  permanent 
officials  we  found  them  filled  with  a desire  to  interpret  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  just  that  particular  way  which  happened  to  suit  their  purpose. 
In  fact,  they  are  not  prepared  to  deal  in  an  honest  or  straightforward  manner  with 
us.  Now,  you  know  that  the  Trades  Union  Congress  endorsed  this  principle  last 
year — that  the  time  had  arrived  when  it  was  absolutely  essential  that  each 
Department  of  the  State  should  be  managed  and  controlled  by  a Committee 
elected  from  the  House  of  Commons.  That  is  a democratic  proposal,  and  one 
which  every  local  authority  has  been  compelled  to  adopt  in  administering  its 
funds,  and  if  it  is  good  in  such  cases  it  ought  to  be  good  enough  for  the  Depart- 
ments of  State  to  be  controlled  by  a Committee  selected  from  the  House  of 
Commons  for  two  or  three  years.  At  all  events,  the  experiences  of  the  past  year 
in  many  cases  have  proved  the  necessity  for  adopting  this  principle.  Take  any 
Department  you  like.  Under  the  existing  arrangements  I hold  that  it  is  absolutely 
impossible  for  the  head  of  the  Department  to  have  a clear  knowledge  of  all  that 
goes  on  in  his  Department.  Take  the  Board  of  Trade.  There  are  sections  devoted 
to  shipping,  railways,  and  Labour.  It  is  a matter  of  impossibility  for  Mr.  Sydney 
Buxton,  the  present  head  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  have  anything  like  a clear 
conception  of  everything  that  goes  on.  It  must  be  obvious  to  every  delegate  how 
essential  it  is  to  have  an  independent  authority  as  a go-between  in  relation  to  the 
head  of  the  Departments  and  all  these  higher-paid  officials.  I know  that  on  the 
last  occasion  this  subject  was  considered  by  Congress  Mr.  Havelock  Wilson  said 
this  was  an  important  resolution  and  that  something  should  be  done.  He  thought 
these  officials  should  not  be  allowed  to  retain  their  despotic  power,  but  he  went 
on  to  say  that  this  proposed  remedy  was  in  no  sense  satisfactory.  After  a criticism 
of  that  kind  it  was  surely  Mr.  Wilson’s  duty  to  let  us  have  his  own  suggestions 
for  dealing  with  the  situation.  Referring  once  more  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  look 
at  the  inquiry  which  has  taken  place  into  the  loss  of  the  “Titanic.”  Consider 
the  whitewashing  which  has  been  done  in  connection  with  that  report.  Who  was 
responsible  for  that  disaster?  The  question  will  come  up  in  Parliament  shortly. 
How  is  it  going  to  be  answered  ? The  Government  itself  cannot  deal  with  these 
officials.  The  head  of  the  Department  is  a tool  in  the  hands  of  the  permanent 
officials.  We  hold  that  we  should  launch  out  and  say  that  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  should  endeavour  to  enforce  this  principle,  that  each  of  the  heads  of 
the  Departments  should  be  controlled  by  a Committee  composed  of  representatives 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  who  are  duly  elected  by  the  community.  I am  convinced 
of  this — that  the  principle  will  commend  itself  to  any  person  with  the  least  bit 
of  democratic  thought  in  his  mind,  and  I hope  the  Congress  will  pass  the  resolu- 
tion unanimously.  Moreover,  if  anyone  thinks  the  proposal  is  not  a satisfactory 
solution  to  an  admitted  difficulty  I trust  he  will  show  us  what  to  him  appears  the 
better  way. 

Mr.  E.  Cathery  (Sailors  and  Firemen)  : I second  the  reso’ution.  I think  in 
our  line  of  business  we  come  into  contact  with  one  of  the  most  arbitrary  Depart- 
ments of  the  Government,  and  that  is  the  Board  of  Trade.  While  we  have  the 
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sympathy  of  the  President  (Mr.  Sydney  Buxton)  in  connection  with  nearly  all 
the  questions  relating  to  shipping,  when  the  matter  in  hand  reaches  the  permanent 
officials  of  the  Board  of  Trade  they  can  always  manage,  by  some  means  or  other, 
to  override  the  control  of  the  President  himself,  and  we  find  there  is  no  possibility 
of  getting  any  of  our  grievances  remedied.  Our  friend  the  mover  made  a remark 
about  the  “ Titanic  ” disaster.  For  years  we  have  urged  the  pressing  necessity 
for  reform  in  the  matter  of  life-saving  appliances  and  the  manning  of  ships.  As 
to  the  latter,  there  is  a resolution  upon  the  Agenda.  But  until  we  can  reduce  the 
power  of  the  permanent  officials  in  many  of  the  Departments  ;there  is  no  chance 
for  the  workers  securing  improvements  in  connection  with  theil  various  demands. 
Therefore,  without  taking  up  any  further  time  of  the  Congress,  I beg  leave  to 
second  the  resolution,  in  the  hope  that  some  change  at  all  events  may  soon  be 
brought  about  in  the  present  unsatisfactory  state  of  things. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

RESIDENTIAL  QUALIFICATION  BILL. 

Mr.  Ben  Turner  (Weavers)  moved  : — 

That  this  Congress  urges  upon  the  Government  the  need  for  a Government 
Bill  to  provide  that  a residential  qualification  shall  suffice  for  men  and  women 
candidates  for  County  and  Borough  Councils,  and  requests  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  get  such  Bill  passed  into  law. 

He  said  : The  resolution  asks  that  this  regulation  should  apply  to  women  as  well 
as  men.  It  is  a very  easy  thing  to  do.  It  is  one  of  those  measures  that  do  not 
interfere  with  the  Franchise  Bill  which  the  Government  is  now  promoting  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  The  word  “ woman  ” is  in  the  resolution,  because  I do  not 
find  much  reference  to  women  in  any  other  resolution  dealing  with  the  franchise, 
and,  therefore,  I should  like  to  put  the  word  in.  I might  also  express  my  regret 
and  sorrow  at  the  imprisonment  and  the  brutal  sentences  passed  on  those  two 
women  in  Ireland  a short  time  ago.  I trust  that  matters  will  be  so  arranged  that 
women  and  men  alike  will  be  admitted  to  the  franchise. 

Mr.  A.  Gee  (Weavers)  : In  seconding  this  resolution  I do  not  think  it  necessary 
to  add  one  word  to  what  the  mover  has  said. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

EVILS  OF  GUARANTEE  SOCIETIES. 

Mr.  J.  Turner  (Shop  Assistants)  moved:  — 

This  Congress  emphatically  condemns  the  practice  of  large  public  companies 
and  other  employers  in  promoting  claims  for  loss  against  managers  in  respect 
to  shortages  of  stock  without  having  made  provision  for  the  keeping  of  stock 
accounts  by  the  managers,  who  are  thus  deprived  of  the  only  means  of  contest- 
ing the  implications  made  against  them,  and  who  are  deprived  by  the  concerted 
action  of  guarantee  societies  of  the  opportunity  of  other  positions  of 
management. 

He  said  : This  subject  has  previously  been  before  Congress,  and  we  are  submitting 
it  once  again  for  your  endorsement,  which  I am  confident  we  shall  secure.  The 
resolution  deals  with  a peculiar  practice  which  is  common  in  shop  life.  It  is 
one  which  falls  with  great  hardship  upon  the  men  who  take  the  management  of 
branch  establishments  for  multiple  companies,  and  I am  not  quite  sure  that  even 
Co-operative  societies  are  immune  from  the  criticism  embodied  in  the  resolution. 
Very  frequently  the  manager  has  to  accept  responsibility  for  everything  in  the 
shop  and  get  a guarantee  from  a guarantee  society  before  taking  up  his  position. 
Having  secured  the  guarantee — and  I need  not  tell  you  that  the  guarantee 
societies  are  very  particular  as  to  whom  they  guarantee — they  take  up  their 
appointment.  After  a time  there  is  a regular  stocktaking  in  some  instances,  but 
in  other  cases  quite  irregular  periods  occur  for  stocktaking.  If,  at  the  end  of 
this  period  of  stock-taking  the  firm  state  that  there  is  a loss  in  most  cases  these 
managers  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  whether  the  stocktaking  for  that  period 
has  been  properly  carried  out,  but  in  spite  of  that  fact  a claim  from  the  firm 
is  made  upon  the  guarantee  society,  who,  in  many  cases,  pay  the  claim  without 
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question.  The  manager  is  not  often  called  upon  to  state  whether  he  is  satisfied 
that  there  is  a shortage,  but  if  the  guarantee  society  pays  the  claim — and  it  is 
at  this  point  where  the  injustice  begins — the  guarantee  society  then  makes  a 
claim  against  the  manager  to  make  good  to  the  guarantee  society  the  claim  they 
have  paid  to  the  firm.  If  you  insure  your  plate-glass  windows  or  your  furniture 
against  fire  the  premiums  you  pay  go  to  make  up  the  common  fund  from  which 
the  claims  are  paid,  but  in  this  case  the  premiums,  which  are  sometimes  paid  by 
the  managers  themselves,  do  not  create  the  common  fund  from  which  the  claim 
is  paid,  or,  if  they  do,  the  guarantee  society  will  claim  once  more  against  the 
manager  for  the  loss  that  has  occurred.  I do  not  know  whether  this  Congress  is 
aware  of  it,  but  these  guarantee  societies  have  immense  powers,  the  power  of 
breaking  into  the  premises  of  the  man  guaranteed  and  taking  his  property  to 
recover  the  money  which  they  have  paid  for  the  claim  on  the  part  of  the  firm. 
It  is  a case  of  “Heads  I win  and  tails  you  lose,”  so  far  as  the  guarantee  societies 
are  concerned.  They  take  the  premiums  to  guarantee  the  men’s  honesty,  and 
then  call  upon  the  men  to  pay  in  this  particular  matter  of  shortage  of  stock. 
We,  first  of  all,  want  to  insist  that  every  shop  manager  should  have  an  opportunity 
to  see  whether  he  has  really  been  brought  in  for  shortage  of  stock.  Shortage 
of  stock  may  occur  when  no  charge  of  dishonesty  can  be  brought  against  the 
manager.  The  customers  cannot  all  be  honest  and  waste  inevitably  occurs  in 
these  shops,  especially  in  the  provision  trade.  Mere  evaporation  will  sometimes 
account  for  enormous  loss,  and  yet  these  managers  pay  out  for  fear  of  consequences. 
If  the  man  refuses  to  pay  it  means  his  dismissal.  The  firm  will  not  continue  him 
in  their  employ  unless  the  guarantee  society  continues  to  guarantee  him,  and  if 
he  does  not  pay  the  claim  the  guarantee  society  refuses  to  guarantee  him  further. 
If  he  is  dismissed  because  he  refuses  to  pay  these  claims  he  is  turned  away 
whenever  he  applies  for  a new  situation  of  a similar  kind.  Then  all  the  guarantee 
societies  refuse  to  guarantee  him,  because  they,  have  a black  list,  and  he  is 
consequently  shut  out  from  all  the  shops  of  the  multiple  firms.  I do  not  think 
it  is  difficult  to  convince  Congress  of  the  abominable  injustice  of  this  system, 
and  in  asking  for  the  adoption  of  this  resolution  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
if  legislation  is  not  possible  to  enable  the  managers  to  check  the  claims  that  are 
made  against  them  by  the  firm,  and  to  take  away  the  unjust  power  of  the  guarantee 
societies  now  given  to  them  by  the  law  of  the  land. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Seddon  (Shop  Assistants)  : I beg  to  second  the  resolution.  Last 
year  a similar  proposal  was  carried  unanimously.  Carrying  out  the  instructions 
given  by  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  I had  the  privilege  some  months  ago  of 
presenting  our  case  to  the  notice  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  The 
cold  comfort  we  received  from  that  quarter  was  to  the  effect  that  we  must  try  a 
test  case  in  the  Law  Courts,  and  if,  as  I trust,  we  shall  have  your  permission  to 
present  the  matter  once  more  to  the  Board  of  Trade,,  I suppose  we  shall  again  be 
invited  to  try  our  luck  with  a test  case.  We  want  publicity  for  this  grievance,  and 
therefore  we  have  brought  this  matter  before  you  again. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

MAINTENANCE  AND  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BLIND. 

Mr.  Ben  Pubse  (League  of  the  Blind)  moved  the  two  following  resolutions 
with  respect  to  the  maintenance  and  education  of  the  Blind : — 

1.  State  maintenance  of  the  blind:  — 

This  Congress  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  present  system  for  aiding  the 
blind,  based  as  it  is  entirely  upon  voluntary  effort  (charity),  does  not  tend  to 
promote  their  general  welfare.  We,  therefore,  urge  upon  his  Majesty’s  Govern- 
ment the  necessity  of  making  adequate  provision  for  these  afflicted  people  by 
placing  the  responsibility  upon  one  of  the  State  Departments  of  providing  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  dependent  blind  by — 

(1)  The  provision  of  technical  schools  for  the  capable  blind,  who  can  be 
made  industrially  self-supporting. 

(2)  The  establishment  of  national  and  municipal  workshops,  with  the 
guarantee  of  a real  living  wage. 

(3)  For  the  incapable  and  infirm  blind,  their  maintenance  by  pensions 
adequate  to  keep  them  in  a proper  and  humane  manner. 
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Further,  we  express  our  approval  of  the  Blind  Aid  Bill,  and  call  upon  the 
Government  to  afford  facilities  for  its  speedy  passage  into  law. 

2.  Representation  on  institutions  for  the  Blind:  — 

This  Congress  urges  all  Trade  Unions  or  branches  thereof  who  may  he 
contributing  to  institutions  for  the  blind  to  endeavour  to  secure  representation 
on  the  committees  or  governing  bodies  of  such  institutions  with  a view  to 
improving  the  position  of  the  blind  employes. 

He  said  : I want  to  convey  the  thanks  oi  my  society  to  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee for  the  useful  service  they  have  rendered  to  us  during  the  past  year.  I know 
that  is  somewhat  out  of  the  usual  course  of  procedure.  I am  afraid  we  are  more 
disposed  to  find  fault  than  to  praise.  May  I call  your  attention  once  more  to 
the  first  resolution,  which  has  almost  become  a hardy  annual?  The  condition  of 
the  blind  in  this  country  is  far  from  satisfactory,  and  the  proposals  set  forth  in 
our  Blind  Aid  Bill  would,  we  believe,  very  largely  relieve  the  poverty  and  destitu- 
tion which  is  to  be  found  among  that  class.  As  evidence  of  the  failure  of  voluntary 
charity  in  the  treatment  of  the  blind,  I may  mention  that  at  least  40  per  cent,  of 
the  25,000  sightless  adults  are  under  the  Poor  Law,  20  per  cent,  are  in  the  work- 
houses,  and  the  other  20  per  cent,  receive  outdoor  relief.  At  least  6,000  of  our 
people  are  compelled  to  stand  in  the  strets,  making  a parade  of  their  affliction. 
We  are  convinced  that,  just  as  blindness  is  a national  calamity,  so  the  State  is 
responsible  in  the  matter  of  providing  adequate  relief.  The  resources  at  the 
disposal  of  voluntary  charity  are  not  administered  for  the  relief  of  the  blind,  but 
to  maintain  a large  and  unnecessary  army  of  officials.  The  invested  wealth  which 
has  been  bequeathed  for  the  relief  of  the  blind  is  estimated  at  something  like 
£3,000,000  sterling,  yielding  an  annual  income  of  £120,000.  Some  5,751  people  are 
receiving  pensions  from  the  fund,  averaging  less  than  £8  per  annum.  In  order  to 
administer  this  money  some  50  distinct  organisations  have  been  brought  into 
existence,  so  that  the  money  is  being  largely  spent  upon  unnecessary  charges. 
Let  me  now  direct  your  attention  to  the  second  resolution  standing  in  the 
name  of  our  society.  It  suggests  that  quite  a large  number  of  the  Trade  Unions 
in  the  country  are  subscribing  to  societies  for  the  relief  of  the  blind,  and  that  these 
unions  receive  no  form  of  representation  for  their  contributions.  We  are  trying  to 
secure  better  conditions  for  our  workmen  in  these  institutions,  and  some  idea  of  the 
nature  of  our  difficulties  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that  at  Bristol  some  of  our 
workers  are  engaged  in  a dispute  because  we  are  asking  for  a minimum  wage  of  13s. 
for  women  and  20s.  for  men.  The  average  wage  now  paid  is  between  6s.  and  7s. 
for  women  and  10s.  or  11s.  for  men.  We  say  that  Trade  Union  societies  ought  to 
secure  adequate  representation  for  the  money  they  contribute.  This  would  largely 
enable  us  to  meet  the  employers  on  a better  footing  and  help  us  to  secure  better 
conditions  for  the  blind  workers. 

Mr.  A.  Read  (Co-operative  Employes)  : I second  this  resolution.  I have  had 
some  experience  of  what  our  blind  friends  are  doing  in  Bristol.  For  19  weeks  these 
men  have  been  on  strike,  and  it  is  painful  to  see  our  blind  comrades  going  through 
the  streets  appealing  for  support.  In  this  particular  instance  the  employers  say 
they  cannot  give  the  men  a living  wage,  but  they  can  afford  to  give  the  clergyman 
connected  with  this  institution  £400  per  annum  for  his  services.  I think  a body 
like  Congress  should  make  a determined  stand  and  do  something  in  order  to  remove 
the  distress  which  is  caused  by  the  affliction  of  our  friends. 

Both  resolutions  were  carried  unanimously. 

Congress  adjourned  for  luncheon. 


AFTERNOON  SITTING. 


Congress  reassembled  at  2 p.m. 

AGBICULTUBAL  LABOUBEBS  AND  TEADES  BOAEDS  ACT. 

Mr.  G.  Edwabds  (Agricultural  Labourers)  moved:  — 

That  this  Congress  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  again  to  use 
every  possible  means  to  include  the  agricultural  labourers  and  all  low-paid 
workers  in  the  Trades  Boards  Sweated  Act,  1909. 
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He  said : I think  this  is  the  third  time  we  have  laid  this  resolution  before  Congress. 
It  is  a most  important  and  very  urgent  question,  so  far  as  you,  the  town  workers, 
are  concerned,  for  upon  something  of  this  sort  being  done  hangs  your  future. 
I do  not  think  the  delegates  can  quite  realise  that  you  have  in  1912  a large  body 
of  workers  of  a most  important  class  earning  no  more  than  13s.  for  a six-day 
week.  For  that  sum  they  have  to  work  ten  hours  a day.  Should  the  sun  not 
shine — and  we  have  had  a good  deal  of  rain  lately — a day’s  work  may  be  lost, 
and  thousands  of  these  poor  workers  go  home  at  the  week-end  with  the  miserable 
pittance  of  12s.  for  their  week’s  work.  Out  of  this  they  are  compelled  to  maintain 
and  feed  somehow  their  wives  and  children,  and  it  so  happens  that  agricultural 
labourers  are  often  blessed  with  large  families.  You  workingmen  in  this  town 
must  realise  the  large  amount  of  suffering  these  honest  tillers  of  the  soil  undergo 
every  year.  Up  to  the  present  the  Parliamentary  Committee  has  done  its  utmost 
for  us  and  I have  brought  the  question  before  the  President  of  the  Board  of  TYade, 
but  the  only  crumb  of  comfort  we  have  so  far  received  from  that  quarter  is  that 
we  are  too  large  an  industry  to  grapple  with.  But  after  what  they  have  done  for 
the  miners — and  they  have  not  done  all  the  miners  would  like  or  what  we  should 
like  for  them — but  after  recognising  the  minimum  wage  for  the  miners  they  surely 
will  not  continue  to  regard  our  case  as  too  big  for  them  to  grapple  with.  If 
agriculture  is  a large  industry,  if  it  is  an  important  one,  the  larger  and  more 
important  it  is  the  greater  is  the  necessity  for  considering  the  comfort  of  the 
workers. 

Mr.  G.  E.  Hewitt  (Agricultural  Labourers) : I second  this  resolution.  I 
have  been  an  agricultural  labourer  all  my  life,  and  I can  confirm  all  Mr.  Edwards 
has  said  concerning  the  working  hours  and  the  conditions  connected  with  this 
great  industry.  To  my  mind,  the  agricultural  labourer  is  an  important  class  of 
workman,  and  he  ought  not  to  be  neglected  in  the  way  he  has  been  for  so  many 
years  past.  If  other  trades  can  be  brought  within  the  provisions  of  the  Sweated 
Trades  Act,  why  cannot  we  be  included  ? The  agricultural  labourers  receive  less 
than  13s.  a week,  and,  as  Mr.  Edwards  has  said,  they  have  to  maintain  a wife  and 
family  on  that  small  sum.  And  if  Providence  blesses  the  country  with  a good  day’s 
rain  the  poor  man  has  his  wages  deducted  by  one  day’s  pay  out  of  13s.  He  has  to 
work  60  hours  a week,  and  his  nose  is  on  the  grindstone  every  minute  from  Monday 
morning  until  Saturday  night.  If  we  look  at  it  in  a straightforward  manner  we 
must  feel  that  it  is  a shame  that  the  agricultural  labourer  has  so  little  chance  to 
enjoy  the  good  things  of  life  which  he  helps  to  produce.  I appeal  to  Congress  to 
pass  this  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

GENERAL  PURPOSES  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  D.  Gilmour  (Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee) : We  desire 
to  call  your  attention  to  page  10  of  the  Agenda.  There  are  two  resolutions  on 
that  page,  Nos.  12  and  13,  which  deal  with  the  nationalisation  of  mines,  railways, 
and  canals.  There  is  also  a resolution  on  page  34,  sent  in  by  the  Miners’  Federa- 
tion, which  deals  with  the  same  subject.  As  there  is  no  Grouping  Committee 
arranged  for  on  the  programme,  the  Business  Committee  think  that  the  representa- 
tives of  those  three  societies  should  meet  this  afternoon  and  agree  upon  a composite 
resolution,  and  we  would  suggest  that  whatever  has  been  agreed  to  by  the  blast- 
furnacemen  and  the  railway  clerks,  those  two  gentlemen  might  consult  with  Mr. 
Herbert  Smith,  of  the  Miners’  Federation,  and  draw  up  a composite  resolution 
together. 

The  recommendation  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  was  accepted  by 
Congress. 

Mr.  W.  Whitefield  (Miners’  Federation):  When  will  that  question  be  taken 
for  discussion  ? 

The  President:  According  to  the  Grouping  Committee’s  arrangements,  all  the 
delegates  should  present  their  resolutions  not  later  that  this  afternoon,  it  is 
recommended  that  the  representatives  of  the  three  organisations  interested  in  the 
Nationalisation  Question  should  get  together  at  once. 

Mr.  W.  Whitefield:  Will  the  discussion  of  the  subject  be  taken  to-morrow? 
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The  President  : It  will  be  taken  on  Thursday  morning,  in  accordance  with  the 
time-table.  You  will  find  the  item  there  under  Thursday,  “ Resolutions  relating  to 
Mines.” 

ILLNESS  OF  MR.  BAILLIE  JACK. 

The  President  : The  Secretary  has  asked  me  to  announce  that  Mr..  Baillie 
Jack,  who  should  have  been  at  this  Congress  as  a delegate  from  the  Scottish  iron- 
moulders,  is  lying  at  home  seriously  ill.  He  suggests  that  a vote  of  sympathy 
should  be  sent  to  him,  and  the  hope  expressed  that  his  recovery  may  be  speedy 
and  complete. 

Congress  agreed  to  send  an  expression  of  sympathy  to  Mr.  Jack  in  his  illness 
together  with  hopes  for  his  speedy  recovery. 

REFERENCES  AND  RADIUS  AGREEMENTS. 

Mr.  J.  Turner  (Shop  Assistants)  moved : — 

This  Congress  emphatically  condemns  the  system  of  secret  references  and 
the  iniquitous  (radius)  agreements  by  which  the  difficulties  of  obtaining 
employment  are  accentuated,  and  calls  upon  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of 
the  Trades  Union  Congress  to  press  forward  the  Character  Note  Bill  and  the 
Restraint  of  Trades  (Shop)  Bill. 

He  said : This  resolution  has  been  before  Congress  on  several  occasions,  but  it  is 
none  the  less,  necessary  that  you  should  again  endorse  its  proposals.  Eventually, 
we  hope  to  get  the  matter  put  right,  but  we  can  only  hope  to  do  so  through  the  help 
of  Congress.  There  are  two  points  in  this  resolution.  The  first  is  the  question  of 
secret  references.  There  are,  I know,  many  delegates  in  this  Congress  who  are 
opposed  to  character  notes  altogether ; and  we  want  it  to  be  understood  that  we  fully 
realise  your  position  in  the  matter,  and  should  be  ready  to  stand  by  you  in  any 
resistance  you  might  offer  to  the  system.  But  we  do  ask  also  that  Congress  should 
help  us  in  our  special  demands,  because  we  come  into  rather  a different  category 
to  the  majority  of  the  workers.  In  the  abstract,  I agree  that  the  entire  abolition 
of  character  notes  would  be  best  for  us  all ; but  with  us,  it  is  a choice  between  two 
evils.  We  are  not  strong  enough  to  eliminate  character  notes  from  the  shop  assis- 
tants’ conditions  of  work ; and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  system  will  remain  with 
us  for  some  considerable  time.  While  it  remains,  however,  we  want  to 
obviate  its  worst  evils.  If  it  were  a choice  between  character  notes  of  any 
kind  and  none  at  all,  you  would  find  our  delegates  entirely  with  you  in  demanding 
their  total  abolition.  We  are  not  entirely  alone  in  this  matter,  after  all;  other 
workers  are  in  a similar  position.  The  carters,  particularly  the  coal  carters,  and 
the  boot  and  shoe  operatives,  are  affected  by  the  giving  of  these  references.  And 
the  Character  Note  Bill,  which  used  to  be  moved  by  Mr.  Richard  Bell,  has  the 
united  support  of  those  bodies  as  well  as  the  railway  servants,  who  are  not  able  to 
resist  the  character  note  system  altogether.  So  that  to-day,  it  is  a question  whether 
we  shall  have  an  honest,  straightforward,  character  note  which  you  can  see  and 
handle,  or  the  deadly  secret  reference,  which  the  employers  are  able  to  use  to  our 
detriment.  Well,  we  prefer  the  lesser  of  these  two  evils.  We  would  like  to  make  the 
character  note  an  open  document,  to  be  given  to  the  employe  when  he  is  leaving  his 
employer.  The  employe  should  have  the  right  to  demand  that  reference  which  he 
must  have  before  he  can  secure  another  situation,  so  that  he  can  take  it  to  another 
employer  after  seeing  what  it  says,  and  thus  be  able  to  take  action  to  recover 
damages  if  he  has  been  libelled.  To-day  we  have  no  redress  for  maliciously  false 
statements  made  in  these  secret  character  notes.  Even  in  cases  where  we  are  able 
to  prove  that  unfair  or  untrue  references  have  been  given,  it  is  held  that  the 
reference  is  a privileged  document,  and  we  cannot  recover.  That  is  why  we  ask 
for  your  support  for  the  Character  Note  Bill,  which  would  at  least  make  it  obliga 
tory  on  the  part  of  the  employer  to  give  an  open  reference.  The  second  point  of 
our  resolution  refers  to  an  equally  harmful  matter,  so  far  as  our  members  are 
concerned.  This  evil  has,  unhappily,  extended  to  other  industries;  and  I take  it 
that  we  shall  soon  have  the  support  of  other  organisations  in  our  efforts  to  remove 
it.  I refer  to  the  Radius  Agreements  embodied  in  the  terms  of  contract  for  service. 
I have  discovered  that  the  coal  carters,  particularly,  in  some  parts  of  the  country, 
are  compelled  to  sign  Radius  Agreements  similar  to  those  which  aTe  signed  by  our 
managers.  Quite  recently  we  were  able  to  resist  one  of  these  Radius  Agreements ; 
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and  we  secured  that  successful  verdict,  because  we  wore  able  to  prove  that  tho 
custom  of  the  trade  was  against  it.  But  we  have  failed  with  tho  same  firm  in 
Scotland,  where  the  judges  take  a somewhat  different  view  of  the  custom  of  tho 
trade.  Speaking  generally,  we  aro  at  a standstill  on  this  matter,  so  far  as  tho 
law  is  concerned.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  law  still  upholds  these  agreement  \ so 
far  as  the  managers  are  concerned ; but  we  want  to  break  down  tho  system,  and 
make  it  impossible  for  these  men,  after  faithfully  serving  their  employers,  to  be 
dismissed,  not  only  from  one  firm,  but  from  hundreds  of  firms  controlled  by  tho 
same  directors.  I have  only  two  other  points  which  I wish  to  put  before  Congress. 
•(Loud  cries  of  “Time”  and  “Vote!”)  When  we  are  discussing  general  political 
matters,  I always  notice  that  greater  interest  is  shown  by  tho  delegates  than  when 
we  are  ventilating  our  individual  grievances;  but  I believe  that  the  real  intention 
of  this  Congress  is  that  we  shall  come  together  to  help  each  other.  I say  there  aro 
only  two  other  points  which  I wish  to  refer  to.  The  Radius  Agreement  was 
practically  unknown  a few  years  ago,  except  in  cases  where  men  in  an  official  position 
were  well  paid,  entrusted  with  the  secrets  of  the  firm  they  served,  and  in  many 
oases  were  looking  forward  to  a partnership.  That  was  a different  condition  of 
affairs  to  the  one  which  now  prevails.  To-day,  the  Radius  Agreement  still  contains 
the  words  “ in  consideration.”  But  there  is  no  consideration  whatever.  These 
men  are  paid  competitive  wages,  and  are  given  no  consideration  for  signing  the 
agreement  such  as  was  extended  to  their  predecessors  in  days  gone  by.  We  there- 
fore hold  that  these  agreements  should  be  rendered  null  and  void,  and  appeal  to 
'Congress  to  support  the  Shops  Bill,  so  that  it  will  no  longer  be  possible  to  bring 
actions  against  managers  for  breaking  them. 

Mr.  J.  Seddon  (Shop  Assistants) : I second  the  resolution ; and  if  I were  to 
follow  the  lead  of  my  colleague  and  take  the  whole  of  my  allotted  time,  I could  a 
tale  unfold  that  would  harrow  your  souls.  But  you  are  going  to  a garden  party, 
and  I will  restrain  myself.  (Laughter.)  I am  sure  we  have  the  full  and  hearty 
support  of  every  Trade  Unionist  in  the  country.  Radius  Agreements  and  Secret 
References  are  nothing  less  than  tyranny,  so  far  as  shop  assistants  are  concerned 
Having  brought  these  two  questions  frequently  before  this  Congress,  I am  now  con- 
tent to  second  the  resolution  most  heartily,  believing  you  will  unanimously  support 
the  shop  assistants  in  their  demands. 

Mr.  Will  Godfrey  (London  Carmen) : I want  to  support  this  resolution,  because 
there  is  a kindred  feeling  between  the  shop  assistants  and  the  carmen  on  the  subject. 
This  evil  has  extended  to  the  brewers’  carmen,  who  retail  bottled  and  small  casks 
of  beer  from  door  to  door;  and  not  content  with  having  it  binding  upon  the  beer 
carmen,  the  mineral  water  carmen  are  similarly  affected.  We  find  that  during  the 
last  few  years,  a man  who  is  discharged  for  the  most  trivial  offence  finds  tha&  he 
cannot  get  fresh  employment  within  a radius  of  five  miles  from  his  last  job.  We 
are  heart  and  soul  with  you  in  this  matter ; and  we  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to 
remove  the  tryanny  which  now  oppresses  the  shop  assistants,  the  brewers’  carmen, 
the  coal  carmen,  and  the  mineral  carmen. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Elvin  (National  Clerks) : In  supporting  this  resolution,  I should 
like  to  point  out  that  the  evils  of  the  Secret  Reference  and  the  Radius  Agreement 
have  extended  to  the  clerks.  I just  want  to  give  you  an  illustration  to  support 
what  Mr.  Turner  has  said.  First  of  all  as  to  secret  references,  one  of  our  members, 
a girl,  left  her  post  to  seek  another  position.  She  asked  her  employer  for  a 
reference,  and  he  said  it  was  not  his  custom  to  give  one.  She  went  after  a new 
appointment,  and  she  failed  to  secure  it.  Afterwards,  we  discovered  the  reason  for 
her  failure.  The  reference  which  her  employer  gave  to  the  prospective  employer  was 
this : “ We  cannot  recommend  the  person  you  are  inquiring  about.  We  have  never 
had  anyone  in  our  employment  who  has  given  us  so  much  trouble.  We  would  not 
have  her  back  free  of  wages ; she  has  caused  so  much  discontent,  and  has  stabbed  us 
in  the  back.”  We  took  that  case  into  the  courts,  and  the  employer  was  bound  to  con- 
fess that  his  reference  was  not  true  so  far  as  the  character  of  the  girl  as  a clerk  was 
concerned ; but  it  seems  that  she  worked  amongst  her  fellow-clerks  trying  to  induce 
them  to  join  the  National  Union  of  Clerks.  I could  give  you  many  other  instances. 
I do  not  know  what  the  shop  assistants’  experience  is  as  regards  Radius  Agreements, 
but  recently  a copy  of  an  agreement  has  fallen  into  my  hands,  in  which  an  employe 
not  only  agreed  to  bind  himself  for  three  years  within  a radius  of  20  miles,  but  also 
agreed  that  if  he  entered  into  the  employment  of  a similar  firm  he  would  be  subject 
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to  a penalty  of  £25.  So  that  you  see  how  seriously  this  system  affects,  not  only  the 
shop  assistants,  but  other  classes  of  workers  as  well. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

COMPULSORY  CULTIVATION  OF  AGRICULTURAL  LAND. 

Mr.  G.  Edwards  (Agricultural  Labourers)  moved:  — 

That  this  Congress  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  take  such 

steps  as  are  necessary  to  bring  before  the  Government  the  desirability  of 

introducing  a Bill  to  ensure  the  compulsory  cultivation  of  all  agricultural  land. 

He  said : You  are  aware  that  we  have  only  recently  been  able  to  make  an  effective 
start  in  the  organisation  of  the  agricultural  labourers.  We  all  admit  and  deplore 
the  fact  that  you  in  the  towns  are  not  able  to  secure  anything  like  all  the  improved 
conditions  you  are  seeking;  and  I attribute  that  largely  to  the  influence  of  our 
wicked  land  laws,  which  have  driven  the  rural  workers  from  the  villages  into  your 
large  industrial  centres.  If  you  ask  your  railway  magnates  for  an  increase  of 
wages,  they  will  warn  you  that  they  can  get  men  from  the  agricultural  districos  to 
work  very  much  cheaper  than  you  are  prepared  to  do.  This  will  continue  so  long 
as  the  landlords  are  allowed  to  have  their  hunting  grounds  and  game  preserves. 
During  the  last  50  years,  close  upon  two  million  acres  of  land  have  gone  out  of 
cultivation,  and  nearly  900,000  rural  workers  have  been  driven  from  the  land;  and 
they  have  either  gone  into  the  towns  and  made  it  more  difficult  for  you  to  fight 
your  battles,  or  they  have  emigrated  into  other  countries.  Down  in  the  Eastern 
Counties  you  will  find  large  tracts  of  land  that  are  now  wildernesses,  which  in 
former  years  were  occupied  by  the  workers.  This  condition  of  things  is  having  a 
serious  effect  upon  the  food  supplies  of  the  people.  While  all  this  land  has  gone  out 
of  cultivation,  we  are  importing  24,000,000  quarters  of  wheat  to  feed  the  pigs.  We 
also  import  £24,500,000  worth  of  butter,  £13,500,000  worth  of  bacon,  and  £7,800,000 
worth  of  cheese.  All  these  things  might  be  produced  at  home.  We  are  told,  I 
know,  by  certain  politicians,  that  the  land  will  not  pay  to  cultivate. 

The  President  : That  is  nonsense. 

Mr.  Edwards  : Yes,  I agree  that  it  is  nonsense;  and  that  is  why  we  want  this 
question  taken  up  by  the  Parliamentary  Committee.  We  maintain  that  the  land  will 
pay  if  it  is  cultivated1;  but  it  must  be  freed  from  our  antiquated  land  laws.  This, 
gentlemen,  is  your  question.  Our  people  do  not  leave  the  villages  from  choice; 
they  are  driven  into  the  towns  in  search  of  a livelihood.  I ask  you,  in  your  own 
interests,  in  the  interests  of  the  workers  in  the  large  towns,  and  in  the  interests  of 
the  rural  workers,  to  instruct  your  Parliamentary  Committee  to  devise  some  means 
for  bringing  this  great  evil  to  an  end. 

Mr.  G.  E.  Hewitt  (Agricultural  Labourers) : In  seconding  the  resolution,  I want 
to  endorse  all  Mr.  Edwards  has  said  concerning  the  laying  down  of  the  land.  We 
find  in  the  agricultural  districts  that  this  is  becoming  a very  serious  matter.  Our 
young  men  are  leaving  the  villages  by  the  hundreds,  and  they  are  the  best  and 
healthiest  amongst  us.  If  we  go  on  like  that,  simply  through  the  land  being  laid 
down,  our  stock  will  not  be  so  strong  in  the  time  to  come.  The  land  was  meant 
for  the  production  of  food,  not  to  be  laid  out  as  pleasure  grounds.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  G.  H.  Roberts  (Typographical  Association) : I just  want  to  emphasise  the 
significance  of  this  resolution.  Hitherto,  the  Trade  Union  Congress  has  not  been 
brought  into  touch  with  rural  topics,  and  I think  everyone  is  gratified  to  know 
that  the  agricultural  labourer  is  at  last  embracing  the  principles  of  Trade  Unionism, 
and  is  becoming  affiliated  to  the  Trades  Union  Congress.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  Labour 
Party  has  found  it  necessary  to  make  a direct  appeal  to  the  agricultural  labourer. 
Hitherto  we  have  been  too  much  engrossed  with  other  aspects  of  our  work,  but  we 
have  at  last  awoke  to  the  fact  that  the  agricultural  labourer  is  entitled  to  some 
consideration ; and  a committee  has  been  set  up  to  make  a comprehensive  inquiry 
into  rural  problems,  and  we  are  hoping  to  submit  suggestions  to  you  in  the  near 
future.  As  a member  of  the  Labour  Party,  I recently  sat  upon  a Parliamentary 
Inquiry  dealing  with  railway  amalgamation  ; and  the  manager  of  one  of  our  chief 
railways  came  before  us  to  prove  that  the  railway  company  was  a philanthropic  body 
and  consumed  with  the  holy  desire  to  improve  the  lot  of  the  railway  worker.  He  set 
out  to  show  that  the  wages  paid  on  the  railways  in  the  country  were  comparable  to 
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the  wages  paid  to  the  agricultural  labourer.  Now,  I want  to  make  that  point,  that 
the  standard  of  the  agricultural  labourer  is  used  in  this  way;  and  I think  we  have, 
after  all,  been  overlooking  a point  of  considerable  interest  and  concern  to  ourselves. 
There  is,  therefore,  great  significance  in  tho  remarks  of  Mr.  Edwards, 
because  the  elevation  of  the  agricultural  labourer  must  tend  in  the  direction  of  a 
better  standard  for  all  the  other  workers  in  the  country.  I will  ask  tho  organisations 
here  represented  to  consider  whether  they  cannot  render  some  assistance  to  tho 
agricultural  labourers  in  the  work  they  are  engaged  upon.  Everyone  is  aware  that 
the  agricultural  labourer  is  so  poorly  paid  that  he  cannot  afford  to  pay  into 
any  organisation  for  his  benefit;  and  I think  I have  not  exceeded  my  right  and  duty 
here  to-day  in  asking  you,  in  your  various  organisations,  whether  you  cannot 
give  the  Agricultural  Labourers’  Union  some  support  in  building  up  their  organisa- 
tion. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Seddon  (Shop  Assistants) : I support  Mr.  Roberts  in  his  useful 
suggestion  for  co-operation  on  behalf  of  the  Agricultural  Labourers’  Union.  The 
poverty  of  the  agricultural  labourer  is  his  undoing ; and  I,  with  Mr.  Roberts,  have 
tried  to  organise  these  men  in  the  county  he  has  referred  to.  You  can  all  take 
your  holidays  in  the  Eastern  Countries,  and  you  cannot  spend  your  time  better 
than  in  supporting  the  agricultural  labourers.  Mr.  Edwards,  who  is  gallantly 
lighting  against  great  odds,  would  be  glad  of  your  assistance. 

The  President  : This  is  no  new  question  at  all ; for  the  late  Charles  Bradlaugh 
in  the  early  eighties  introduced  a Bill  into  the  House  of  Commons  in  favour  of  the 
compulsory  cultivation  of  land.  I have  a copy  of  that  Bill  in  my  possession,  and  I 
can  assure  Mr.  Edwards  that  it  would  require  very  little  remodelling  to  bring  it  up 
to  date. 

Mr. H.W.. Howes  (London  Machine  Managers):  I remember  the  Congress  of  i'dOfl, 
when  our  friend  Edwards  sat  on  the  right  of  the  Chair,  and  a most  cordial  welcome 
was  given  to  him.  He  has  put  this  question  before  us  to-day  in  a very  striding 
manner,  and  we  cannot  ignore  the  significance  of  his  suggestion  that  tho  great 
influx  of  agricultural  labourers  into  the  towns  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  land  is 
going  out  of  cultivation  in  so  serious  a fashion.  The  agricultural  labourers  are  now 
endeavouring  to  better  their  position,  and  I hope  we  shall  do  all  we  can  to  help  them. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

THE  CANADIAN  FRATERNAL  DELEGATE. 

Mr.  D.  Gilmour  (chairman  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee) : On  page  45 
of  the  Parliamentary  Committee’s  Report  there  is  a recommendation  with  regard  to 
the  appointment  of  a fraternal  delegate  to  the  Canadian  Congress,  and  we  have 
been  called  upon  to  deal  with  this  subject.  We  recommend  that  nominations  shall  be 
sent  in  to  the  General  Purposes  Committee  not  later  than  Thursday  morning,  and 
we  will  get  ballot  papers  printed ; and  the  result  of  the  election  will  be  declared  by 
the  Scrutineers  with  the  other  results  on  Saturday  morning. 

The  recommendation  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  was  agreed  to. 

REVERSAL  OF  THE  OSBORNE  JUDGMENT. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Chandler  (Railway  Clerks)  moved : — 

That,  inasmuch  as  the  Trade  Unions  (No.  2)  Bill  promoted  by  the  Government 
denies  to  the  Trade  Unions  the  right  to  exercise  the  elementary  principles  of  self- 
government,  this  Congress  regards  it  with  dissatisfaction,  reaffirms  previous  decisions 
claiming  liberty  of  political  action,  and  urges  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  give 
strenuous  opposition  to  the  Bill  unless  it  is  so  amended  as  to  restore  completely  the 
political  freedom  enjoyed  by  Trade  Unions  for  over  40  years  prior  to  the  Osborne 
judgment,  as  demanded  in  the  Bill  previously  promoted  by  the  Labour  Party. 

He  said : This  is  one  of  the  most  important  questions  of  Congress.  It  is  the  only 
opportunity  that  Congress  will  have  of  discussing  the  result  of  the  Osborne  judgment 
and  its  effect  upon  the  Trade  Union  movement.  This  morning  we  had  a debate  as  to 
the  urgency  of  the  Trade  Unions  (No.  2)  Bill,  which,  singularly  enough,  nearly 
every  member  referred  to  as  the  Trade  Disputes  Bill.  I wish  to  say  that  we  are  not 
discussing  whether  politics  are  useful  or  not  as  a weapon  in  fighting  for  the  welfare 


170 


TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS. 


of  the  working  classes.  It  is  merely  the  question  whether  the  Trade  Union  move- 
ment of  this  country  shall  have  the  right  to  spend  the  money  contributed  by  the 
Trade  Unions  in  the  way  the  majority  desire.  I know  that  there  is  a great  deal  said 
about  the  rights  of  minorities ; but  if  the  people  who  defend  the  rights  of  minorities 
were  consistent,  they  would  have  supported  the  passive  resistance  movement  in  connec- 
tion with  the  recent  education  controversy.  If  the  Sheffield  City  Council  introduced  a- 
special  rate,  and  I disapproved  of  the  objects  for  which  the  rate  was  levied,  then, 
according  to  these  people,  I ought  to  be  entitled  to  decline  to  pay  my  share  of  that 
rate.  But  I maintain  that  if  the  majority  decide  upon  a certain  course,  then  the 
majority  should  rule ; and  this  Congress  ought  to  say  that  it  is  anything  but  a true 
Trade  Union  point  of  view  for  minorities  to  obtain  an  advantage  through  any  action 
of  the  majority  for  which  they  are  not  willing  to  pay.  Mr.  Roberts  said  that  the 
Trades  Union  Bill  was  not  all  we  could  wish,  and  contended  that  this  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  we  had  not  a larger  representation  in  the  House  of  Commons  ; and  I notice 
that  Congress  applauded  that  statement.  But  I want  to  draw  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  when  there  was  an  injunction  in  connection  with  the  Taff  Vale  dispute,  we 
had  even  fewer  Members  in  the  House  of  Commons  than  there  are  at  present ; yet 
there  was  such  a volume  of  opinion  against  the  injunction  amongst  the  rank  and  file 
of  the  workers  that  the  Government  felt  compelled  to  promote  an  absolute  reversal 
of  that  judgment.  And  if  the  enthusiasm  which  manifested  itself  at  Sheffield  two 
years  ago',  when  members  gave  it  out  as  their  determination  to  let  nothing  stand  in 
the  way  of  a complete  reversal  of  the  Osborne  judgment,  had  been  allowed  to  develop, 
there  would  have  been  little  need  for  the  discussion  of  this  resolution  to-day.  Here 
let  me  draw  your  attention  to  what  the  Sheffield  Press  said  at  the  time  Parliament 
agreed  to  pay  its  Members  £400  per  annum.  The  newspapers  declared  that  they  had 
no  doubt  they  would  hear  very  little  further  about  a repeal  of  the  Osborne  judgment. 
Singularly  enough,  since  payment  of  Members  has  been  inaugurated,  our  enthusiasm 
over  this  subject  has  certainly  waned.  I am  here  to  ask  this  Trades  Union  Congress 
to  tell  the  Government  that  we  shall  not  be  satisfied  until  we  are  in  a position  to  do 
with  our  funds  as  the  majority  of  our  members  desire,  and  until  we  are  put  back  to 
the  position  we  occupied  before  1908.  The  Parliamentary  Committee  will  be  very 
much  strengthened  if  we  pass  this  resolution  with  the  same  unanimity  as  we  passed 
it  at  previous  Congresses. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Harvey  (Miners’  Federation)  : I heartily  second  this  resolution, 
although  I cannot  agree  with  what  the  mover  has  said  as  to  the  waning  enthusiasm 
on  the  part  of  the  Labour  members.  This  question  is  one  that  has  been  debated  on 
the  floor  of  the  House  of  Commons  during  this  session  ; and  I venture  to  say  that 
no  one  who  troubles  to  obtain  “Hansard,”  and  reads  the  speeches  which  we  made  on 
this  subject  as  Members  of  the  Labour  Party,  will  accuse  us  ■ of  having  slackened  in 
our  enthusiasm  in  the  House  of  Commons,  whatever  may  be  said  of  those  outside  the 
House.  In  my  judgment,  no  debate  of  recent  years  in  the  House  of  Commons  has 
been  better  sustained,  or  better  accepted,  even  by  those  who  may  not  agree  with  us, 
than  the  debate  on  the  Osborne  judgment.  Now,  to  go  into  all  the  details  of  this 
controversy  would  need  a whole  Congress ; you  can  only  touch  the  fringe  of  the 
subject  here  to-day.  All  of  us  know  that  this  is  judge-made  law,  and  it  has  accom- 
plished the  end  it  had  in  view.  The  decision  arrived  at  was  recorded  by  a class  of 
men  who  have  no  sympathy  with  the  Trade  Unions,  and  no  wish  for  their  success  in 
the  objects  they  have  in  view.  If  you  were  to  ask  me  why  we  have  got  this  decision 
from  these  judges,  I should  say  the  reason  is  because  we  have  become  too  powerful,  and 
because  the  Trade  Union  representatives  in  the  House  of  Commons  are  making  their 
power  so  felt  that  they  are  desirous  of  restraining  them.  Hence  we  have  a decision 
given  contrary  to  everything  any  of  us  imagined.  Messrs.  Burt  and  Broadhurst  and 
many  others  sat  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  years,  and  nothing  was  said 
about  using  Trade  Union  funds  for  their  maintenance.  But  as  soon  as  you  get 
a concrete  force  to  obtain  certain  social  reforms,  its  power  is  felt  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  it  is  felt  outside  ; and  it  is  the  outside  opinion  that  is  being  brought 
to  bear  against  us,  and  has  caused  this  decision  to  be  given.  What  I said  in  the 
House  of  Commons  I will  say  here.  All  institutions  are  governed  by  the  majority  of 
their  members.  It  is  no  use  contending  that  everybody  in  the  House  of  Commons 
believes  that  Lloyd  George  ought  to  have  £5,000  a year,  but  he  has  got  it ; and  it  is 
not  everyone  who  thinks  that  the  Prime  Minister  ought  to  have  £5,000  a year,  but 
that  is  the  amount  he  is  receiving.  Why  ? Because  the  majority  so  decide.  And  so 
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you  have  the  majority  rule  there ; and  yet  wo  find  that  by  the  Osborne  judgment 
those  who  provide  the  money  for  their  own  union  aro  not  allowed  to  decide  by  a 
majority  how  it  shall  be  spent ; someone  is  to  com^  in  and  tell  us  what  we  shall  do 
with  our  own  money.  The  position  is  absolutely  ridiculous.  There  must  be  a strong 
support  of  Members  in  the  House  of  Commons  during  the  passage  of  the  Trade 
Union  Bill,  to  help  us  to  insist  that  we  shall  have  the  right  to  do  what  wo  like  with 
our  own  money.  In  a very  few  months  the  newspapers  will  be  ringing  with  the  debates 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  on  this  matter ; and  if  the  industrial  workers  would  only 
do  their  duty  and  not  leave  the  responsibility  to  a few  men,  there  is  not  a Member  of 
the  House  of  Commons  who  would  not  think  once  and  twice  before  he  gave  a vote 
against  us.  We  are  asking  for  nothing  from  anyone  outside  ourselves.  We  are  not 
beggars ; we  are  not  asking  for  charity.  We  are  asking  for  something  more  thaji 
that.  We  are  asking  to  be  able  to  govern  ourselves,  and  to  deal  with  our  own  and  to 
use  our  money  for  the  general  uplift  of  our  class.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Havelock  Wilson  (Sailors  and  Firemen) : I shall  move  the  rejection  of 
this  resolution. 

The  President  : You  cannot  do  that ; you  can  only  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Havelock  Wilson  : You  are  quite  right ; I will  speak  and  vote  against  it. 
It  is  time  we  indulged  in  a little  plain  speaking.  Now,  in  spite  of  Mr.  McKerrall,  who 
said  that  my  address  this  morning  was  all  rigjit  for  a Liberal  club,  I want  to  say  that  I 
am  an  accredited  delegate  to  this  Congress,  and  I am  quite  free  to  express  my  opinion 
even  if  it  does  not  please  Mr.  McKerrall.  Now  about  this  Osborne  judgment,  con- 
cerning which  so  much  has  been  said,  nothing  has  been  mentioned  as  to  who  was 
responsible  for  it,  but  I will  tell  you.  You  were  not  satisfied  to  have  Trade  Union 
Members  of  Parliament,  but  you  insisted  upon  a compulsory  levy  upon  the  members 
of  your  unions  to  compel  them  to  pay  for  political  opinions  in  which  they  did  not 
believe.  You  ask  a man  to  join  the  union  for  Trade  Union  purposes;  and  then,  after 
you  get  him  in  you  smuggle  a resolution  through  and  say  “ we  are  going  to  charge  you 
Is.  a year,  and  if  you  do  not  pay  we  will  prevent  you  from  following  your  occupation.” 
That  was  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  (“  No,  no  ” and  interruptions.) 

The  President  : Order,  order ! Let  Mr.  Wilson  go  on.  Delegates  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  reply.  He  will  get  his  gruel  later.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Havelock  Wilson  : That  is  the  case.  You  wanted  to  compel  members  to 
pay  Is.  whether  they  wanted  to  or  not.  If  you  go  about  the  country  and  inquire 
among  the  Trade  Unions  you  will  not  find  one  man  in  ten  who  cares  a scrap 
about  the  Osborne  judgment.  You  may  say  I am  wrong,  but  I want  to  tell  you  that 
I have  mingled  with  as  many  workingmen  as  any  man  in  this  Congress,  and  I can 
say  this  from  my  experience  that  the  majority  of  them  are  not  concerned  about  the 
Osborne  judgment.  I am  not  taking  a strong  stand  on  the  rights  or  wrongs  of  this 
thing,  but  you  are  working  the  donkey  to  death.  It  is  time  you  gave  us  a rest.  The 
mover  of  the  resolution  said  there  was  no  enthusiasm  over  this  question.  I do  not 
know  whether  he  weighed  that  observation  up  before  he  uttered  it : but,  in  any  case, 
he  is  quite  right.  There  certainly  is  no  enthusiasm  over  this  matter ; but  you  keep 
on  bringing  it  up  until  you  give  people  the  impression  that  you  want  to  get  into 
Parliament  and  are  smoothing  the  way  to  get  there.  You  have  had  the  Osborne 
judgment  now,  I think,  for  about  five  years.  Well,  a lot  of  men  have  slipped  into 
Parliament  since  then.  How  did  they  get  there  ? They  managed  to  get  in  all  right, 
and  I suppose  the  Trade  Unions  found  ways  and  means  for  getting  the  money  for 
that  purpose.  But  you  keep  on  talking  as  though  it  were  an  utter  impossibility  to 
get  a single  man  into  the  House  of  Commons  while  the  Osborne  judgment  remains 
unrepealed.  I say  this  attitude  does  not  represent  the  true  sentiment  of  the  working 
people  of  the  country.  You  can  vote  me  down  if  you  like,  but  I will  be  ready  to 
express  my  opinion  on  any  future  resolution  the  same  as  I have  now. 

Mr.  J.  Sexton  (Liverpool  Dockers) : I was  waiting  in  most  anxious  and  eager 
expectation  for  the  right  hon.  gentleman  the  Member  for  Stoke  to  get  on  his  feet  in 
his  best  Parliamentary  style  to  support  Mr.  Havelock  Wilson,  and  I am  a bit 
disappointed  that  he  has  not  done  so.  The  speech  he  made  on  the  Parliamentary 
Committee’s  Report  could  have  been  fitted  in  here  very  well,  instead  of  which  I notice 
that  he  stood  behind  the  speaker’s  chair  at  the  back  end  of  the  room.  (Laughter.) 
He  is  now  in  his  seat,  and  I hope  he  will  contribute  to  the  debate.  Before  proceeding 
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to  discuss  this  resolution,  I want  just  to  inform  Mr.  Ward  that  there  are  no  Hibernian 
branches  in  our  unions.  Mr.  Wilson  always  had  the  courage  of  his  convictions,  but 
I always  disputed  the  wisdom  of  them  ; and  there  never  was  a time  in  his  history 
■when  the  unwisdom  of  his  convictions  was  more  apparent  than  on  the  present 
occasion.  He  wants  to  know  who  was  responsible  for  the  Osborne  judgment.  What 
does  it  matter  who  was  responsible  for  it  so  long  as  it  remains  what  it  is — a 
monstrous  iniquity  ? Mr.  Wilson  takes  exception  to  members  of  unions  being  asked 
for  money  for  Parliamentary  purposes.  That  is  a very  unfortunate  remark  to  come 
from  him.  Mr.  Wilson  has  fought  many  a successful  Parliamentary  fight,  and  I ask 
him  if  he  will  say  that  he  fought  them  without  the  money  of  his  own  union  ? 

Mr.  Havelock  Wilson  : I want  to  say  that  no  members  of  our  union  ever  paid 
any  compulsory  levies  in  their  lives. 

Mr.  J.  Sexton  : That  is  not  my  point.  My  point  is  this,  that  the  money  was 
not  paid  into  your  union  for  Parliamentary  purposes,  but  it  was  used  in  that  way  all 
the  same.  (Cheers.)  I am  not  blaming  Mr.  Wilson  for  using  it,  for,  in  my  judgment, 
that  is  the  most  useful  purpose  to  which  a union’s  money  can  be  put.  (“  Question  1 ”) 
After  all,  there  may  be  differences  of  opinion  on  this  matter  ; but  we  all  have  to 
admit  that  every  measure  which  passes  through  the  House  of  Commons  affects  the 
members  of  the  Trade  Unions  of  the  country.  The  Trade  Unions  exist  to  fight 
against  legislation  made  by  the  employers  in  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  purpose 
of  killing  their  organisations.  Is  it  not  a good  investment  for  the  Trade  Unions  to 
spend  money  on  sending  men  to  Parliament  to  oppose  the  employers  who  are  making 
laws  against  the  workers  ? You  have  two  different  parties,  with  two  different  labels, 
and  both  are  working  against  the  workers.  If  all  the  money  of  the  Trade  Unions 
were  spent  on  sending  Labour  representatives  into  the  House  of  Commons  it  would 
be  a better  investment  than  simply  using  it  outside  in  endeavouring  to  improve  the 
wages  and  hours.  After  all,  the  workers  themselves  are  largely  reponsible  for  the 
present  unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs,  and  this  will  continue  so  long  as  they  are 
content,  at  election  times,  to  go  to  the  ballot  boxes  with  their  crosses  placed  opposite 
the  names  of  their  employers,  to  help  them  to  go  to  Parliament  to  make  laws  against 
our  own  class.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  T.  SHAW  (Amalgamated  Weavers) : I am  quite  in  agreement  with  Mr. 
Wilson  that  plain  speaking  is  necessary ; and  I am  going  to  try  to  do  my  best  to 
speak  plainly  with  regard  to  some  of  the  statements  he  has  made.  We  are  told  that 
in  some  surreptitious  way,  resolutions  have  been  smuggled  through  our  unions,  and 
compulsory  measures  have  been  thrust  upon  our  members.  So  far  as  the  textile 
workers  are  concerned — and  they  form  no  inconsiderable  part  of  this  Congress — no 
resolution  of  that  kind  has  been  forced  through.  A ballot  was  taken,  and  the  members 
themselves,  by  a huge  majority,  decided  to  spend  their  money  for  Parliamentary 
representation ; and  the  purity  of  the  movement  lies  with  those  who  believe  in 
Labour  representation,  and  the  impurity  lies  with  those  who  support  the  Osborne 
judgment.  I am  quite  convinced  as  to  the  tainted  character  of  this  movement  on 
behalf  of  the  “ conscientious  objector.”  All  the  indications  point  to  the  existence  of 
a secret  fund  to  prevent  the  unions  spending  their  money  in  their  own  interests. 
Only  a few  months  ago  we  had  a case  in  Lancashire,  worked  admittedly,  I say,  by  a 
society  of  solicitors,  who  undertake  these  cases  all  over  the  country.  Counsel  was 
engaged  on  behalf  of  a poor  man,  who  could  not  have  been  finding  the  money  in 
support  of  his  “ conscientious  objection  ” ; and  we  were  told  plainly  in  the  court  that 
if  this  case  broke  down,  the  legal  advisers  would  find  another  man  to  test  the  case 
on  their  behalf.  Is  that  a “ conscientious  objection,”  or  is  it  a proof  that  there  is  a 
fund  available  for  members  of  our  unions  to  take  action  against  us  ? They  want  to 
prevent  us  from  using  our  money  in  our  own  way  and  time  in  defence  of  our  own 
interests ; and  if  we  speak  of  the  rights  and  wrongs  of  the  case,  surely  a union  which 
has  been  straightforward  in  the  matter  has  a right  to  say  that  the  majority  shall  rule. 
Are  we  to  have  this  objection  forced  upon  every  other  part  of  our  work?  (“No.”) 
Well,  then,  a man  has  no  more  right  to  refuse  to  pay  his  Parliamentary  levy  definitely 
voted  on  by  the  majority  of  the  members  than  he  has  to  decline  to  pay  any  other 
part  of  his  subscriptions.  And  look  at  the  unfairness  of  the  proposition,  that  he 
should  have  the  right  to  vote  equally  with  the  majority  while  refusing  to  pay  his 
portion  of  the  contributions.  Talk  about  morality ! The  morality  lies  on  the  side  of 
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the  Labour  representationist,  and  the  immorality  with  the  people  who  support  the 
so-called  Osborne  judgment.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  G.  Barker  (Miners’  Federation) : I wish  to  refer  to  tho  point  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Wilson  in  regard  to  the  immorality  of  the  union  exacting  tho  Parliamentary 
levy.  We  have  just  secured  an  Eight  Hours  Act  for  Miners,  and  there  is  a clause  in 
the  Act  which  gives  the  men  the  right  to  have  their  wages  as  they  wish.  It  was  the 
minors’  representatives  who  were  chiefly  instrumental  in  getting  tho  weekly  wage. 
Does  Mr.  Wilson  say  that  the  men  who  objected  to  paying  this  Parliamentary  levy 
would  be  justified  in  going  every  week  for  their  wages  ? I look  upon  the  man  who 
refuses  to  pay  his  Parliamentary  levy,  and  takes  all  the  benefits  from  the  Labour 
movement,  as  a sneak  and  a blackleg.  The  Minimum  Wage  Act  was  also  got  chiefly 
through  the  Labour  Members,  and  the  reason  the  Labour  Members  voted  against  the 
third  reading  of  it  was  because  it  did  not  contain  the  schedule  the  men  wore  asking 
for.  Through  that  Minimum  Wages  Act  tens  of  thousands  of  the  miners  had  their 
wages  raised  3s.,  4s.,  and  5s.  Are  those  men  entitled  to  reffise  to  pay  the  Parliamen- 
tary levy?  We  have  the  right  to  exact  the  Parliamentary  levy  out  of  every  man, 
until  they  contract  themselves  out  of  the  benefits  which  are  derived  from  our 
Parliamentary  action.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  W.  Whitefield  (Miners’  Federation)  : It  is  a sound  principle  that  “ every 
man  is  at  liberty  to  do  what  he  thinketh  well,  so  long  as  what  he  thinketh  well  does 
not  injure  another.”  I have  known  Mr.  Wilson  for  the  last  23  years ; and  knowing 
him  to-day,  and  comparing  him  with  the  days  gone  by,  I marvel  at  the  change  that 
has  come  over  him.  I cannot  understand  it.  The  arguments  he  wishes  to  lay  down 
heTe  strike  absolutely  and  distinctly  at  the  very  foundation  of  all  Trade  Unionism. 
(Hear,  hear.)  They  would  give  the  liberty  to  every  man,  whomsoever  he  may  be,  to 
take  his  own  course  whenever  he  had  a conscientious  objection  to  the  doings  or  not- 
doings  of  his  society.  He  bases  his  whole  position  on  the  conscientious  objection  of 
the  member  to  pay  some  money.  It  is  too  late  for  Mr.  Wilson,  now  that  his  Parlia- 
mentary days  are  gone,  to  talk  like  this.  In  these  days  we  can  only  allow  a man  to 
do  what  he  will  so  long  as  he  does  not  inflict  wrong  upon  others ; and  I will  ask 
Mr.  Wilson,  who  would  liberate  a man  from  paying  his  Parliamentary  levy,  whether 
he  would  also  liberate  him  from  paying  3d.  or  6d.  a week  because  he  has  a conscientious- 
feeling  that  his  lodge  or  union  is  not  carried  on  as  it  should  be  ? Because  if 
it  is  right  in  the  one  case,  it  is  right  in  the  other.  If  any  man  has 
spent  the  money  of  his  union  wilfully  for  Parliamentary  purposes,  it  is  Mr.  Wilson. 
(Hear,  hear.)  I am  prepared  to  say,  sir,  that  in  my  judgment — and  I am  not  looking  for  a 
seat  in  Parliament,  probably  I would  have  been  there  if  I had  been  a local  preacher  ! 
— (laughter) — if  we  are  to  be  a Government  unto  ourselves,  if  we  are  to  obey  the  laws 
of  the  country,  we  ought  to  be  allowed  to  spend  everything  which  is  ours  as  we  think 
well.  I am  sorry  for  Mr.  Wilson.  He  is  a man  of  courage,  but  he  has  on  this 
occasion  used  his  courage  against  his  own  past  life.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  C.  A.  Henderson  (Railway  Servants)  : I would  not  have  interfered  in  this 
debate  but  for  one  thing  ; and  that  is,  that  in  my  judgment  the  Railway  Servants 
have  stood  quite  enough  in  this  matter  without  having  to  stand  the  remarkable 
criticism  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson.  I humbly  submit  that  it  would  have  been  much  more 
moral  for  him  to  have  got  into  Parliament  by  the  levies  of  his  members  than  by  Trade 
Union  subscriptions.  (Hear,  hear.)  And  then  he  says  some  men  have  slipped  into 
Parliament  since  the  Osborne  judgment.  Yes,  and  I want  to  submit  to  him  that  some 
men  have  slipped  out,  and  they  will  not  slip  in  again  in  a hurry.  (Laughter.)  If 
there  has  been  any  body  of  Trade  Unionists  or  men  in  this  country  who  wanted  the 
assistance  of  Parliament  more  than  any  other,  it  has  been  the  Sailors  and  Firemen  ; 
and  they  have  spent  more  money  on  Parliamentary  effort  than  any  other  Trade 
Union.  Then  we  have  a man  like  Mr.  Wilson  coming  forward  to  beg  the  whole  ques- 
tion in  this  fashion.  His  attitude  is  manifestly  unfair,  and  I hope  the  vote  of  this 
Congress  will  give  him  such  a wipe-out  that  he  will  not  come  again. 

Mr.  Ben  Turner  (Weavers)  : I want  to  express  my  deep  regret  at  the  observa- 
tions of  my  friend,  Mr.  Wilson.  For  23  years  he  has  been  known  as  a fighting  man, 
with  plenty  of  courage ; but  when  he  charges  the  Trade  Union  Congress  and  the 
Labour  movement  with  having  smuggled  resolutions  through  for  Parliamentary 
purposes,  he  is  striking  below  the  belt.  (Cheers.)  Perhaps  he  was  not  at  the 
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Plymouth  Congress ; but  there  could  have  been  no  smuggling  of  resolutions  then, 
because  the  enemies  of  our  movement  were  too  wide-awake.  Our  friend  Shaw  has 
given  you  our  position,  which  is  clear  and  distinct,  and  opposed  to  smuggling 
altogether.  Now  he  tells  us  there  is  no  enthusiasm  over  this  matter.  Well,  there 
will  not  be  any  much  longer  if  there  are  many  John  Wards  or  Havelock  Wilsons  to 
support  and  encourage  the  friends  of  Trade  Unionism  as  he  does  in  Colne  Valley. 
We  must  ignore  these  views,  and  stand  in  favour  of  a Parliamentary  levy  and  a 
Parliamentary  Labour  party.  The  men  who  are  opposing  this  resolution  to-day  are 
the  very  men  who  have  spent  a large  amount  of  Trade  Union  money  in  getting  into 
Parliament.  It  is  hardly  a fair  charge  to  tell  people  who  are  supporting  the 
reversal  of  the  Osborne  judgment  that  they  are  doing  it  in  order  to  pave  the  way  for 
their  own  admission  into  Parliament.  Where  was  Mr.  Wilson  in  1902  ? .He  was  in 
Parliament,  and  he  did  good  work  there  ; and  it  is  not  fair  play  to  charge  people  who 
believe  in  a certain  principle  that  they  are  in  a hurry  to  get  into  Parliament. 
After  all,  there  is  another  aspect  of  this  question.  There  are  Alfred  Smith  and  Gill 
and  others  here,  who  have  been  working  for  some  time  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
behalf  of  the  Trade  Union  movement ; and  there  has  been  no  repudiation  of  the 
benefits  gained  on  the  part  of  the  people  who  refuse  to  pay  the  levy.  The  Labour 
party  in  the  House  of  Commons  has  been  a God-send  to  them.  I hope  our  friend 
Wilson,  like  Morris  two  years  ago,  will  be  absolutely  alone  in  the  vote  of  Congress  on 
this  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  Wadsworth  (Miners’  Federation) : This  is  a very  important  matter.  Too 
much  is  being  made  of  this  compulsory  business,  but  it  suits  the  purpose  of  those  who 
are  making  the  fuss  about  it.  I want  to  point  out  this  particular  fact — we  have  been 
taking  money  compulsorily  from  our  members  for  a quarter  of  a century  for  this  very 
purpose  ; and  if  we  had  been  ruled  by  the  minority,  we  should  never  have  taken  any- 
thing nor  have  had  a single  member  in  Parliament  to  represent  the  miners.  (Hear, 
hear.)  Then  they  talk  about  the  “ morality  ” of  the  thing.  A short  time  ago,  we  had 
a law  case.  They  can  always  get  a sneak  out  of  a Trade  Union  to  suit  the  employers’ 
purpose  ; the  capitalists  can  find  men  in  every  trade.  What  did  they  do  with  us  in 
London?  They  got  a man,  whose  wife  and  children  were  dependent  upon  the 
authorities  at  Wakefield,  to  come  forward  and  seek  an  injunction  against  our  society. 
We  were  sued  for  an  injunction,  with  £180,000  damages.  They  paid  that  man  £4  a 
week.  That  was  acknowledged  in  the  Law  Courts  in  London.  They  paid  him  £4  to 
do  this'  dirty  work,  and  they  paid  7s.  6d.  for  his  maintenance  at  Wakefield  until  the 
trial  finished  in  the  House  of  Lords ; and  as  soon  as  it  was  ended,  they  knocked  off  the 
£4  a week  and  the  7 s.  6d.  a week  also.  That  shows,  as  far  as  the  morality  of  the  question 
is  concerned,  that  the  employers  will  do  anything  to  bring  down  the  Trade  Unionists  of 
this  country.  There  is  not  a single  union  represented  here  that  would  experience 
any  difficulty  in  finding  a member  who,  from  religious  or  some  other  conviction, 
would  refuse  to  pay  not  only  his  Parliamentary  levy,  but  his  ordinary  subscription, 
if  he  were  allowed  to  take  that  course.  We  have  had  men  in  our  own  union  who 
have  refused  to  pay  their  ordinary  contributions  from  religious  convictions.  But  we 
have  always  stood  up  for  government  by  the  will  of  the  majority ; we  have  never 
allowed  the  minorities  to  rule,  and  never  shall.  I hope  this  Congress  and  the  unions 
of  this  country  will  make  certain  that  we  shall  be  able  to  send  men  to  Parliament  to 
represent  us  there. 

A card  vote  resulted  as  follows  : — 


For  the  resolution  ( 1,868,000 

Against 39,000 

Majority  for 1,829,000 


The  result  of  the  voting  was  received  with  loud  cheers. 
Congress  adjourned  until  9-30  a.m.  on  Wednesday. 
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THIED  DAY. 

WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  4th. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  9-30  a m.  prompt,  and  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  day’s  proceedings  were  read  and  confirmed. 

EDUCATION  POLICY. 

Mr.  S.  J.  WRIGHT  (Gasworkers)  moved : — 

This  Congress  expresses  its  profound  dissatisfaction  at  the  wholly  inadequate  means 
adopted  by  the  Government  to  check  the  sacrifice  of  child  life  which  necessarily  results 
from  the  capitalist  system,  and  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  by  an  organised 
campaign  in  industrial  centres,  to  add  emphasis  to  the  oft-repeated  education  demands 
of  this  Congress,  which  lays  down  as  essential  to  a minimum  of  well-being  for  the 
children  : — 

1.  A national  system  of  education  under  full  public  control,  free  from  the- 
primary  school  to  the  university. 

2.  The  adequate  maintenance  of  school  children. 

3.  Scientific  physical  education  with  annual  individual  medical  inspection  and 
records  showing  the  physical  development  of  each  child,  and  in  order  to  secure 
this,  the  following  necessary  reforms  : — 

(a)  An  adequate  Treasury  grant  for  medical  inspection,  and  also  for 
establishing  under  every  education  authority  properly  equipped  centres  for 
medical  treatment  of  children. 

( b ) Immediate  attention  to  the  needs  of  the  tens  of  thousands  of  consumptive 
children  who,  according  to  official  figures,  are  to  be  found  in  the  schools,  on 
whose  behalf  Trade  Union  Congresses  have  for  many  years  past  put  forth  a 
demand  to  the  Government  for  scientifically  organised  open-air  recovery  schools 
as  one  necessary  means  to  the  eradication  of  the  curable,  infectious,  poverty 
disease. 

* 

(c)  That  those  reforms  be  carried  out  by  the  public  education  authorities, 
and  at  the  public  cost,  and  in  no  part  by  charity,  or  in  connection  with  Poor 
Law  administration. 

4.  That  secondary  and  technical  education  be  an  essential  part  of  every  child’s 
education,  and  secure  by  such  a reform  and  extension  of  the  scholarship  system  as 
will  place  a maintenance  scholarship  within  the  reach  of  every  child,  and  thus 
make  it  possible  for  all  children  to  be  full-time  day  pupils  up  to  the  age  of  16. 

5.  That  the  best  intellectual  and  technical  training  be  provided  for  the  teachers 
of  the  children,  that  each  educational  district  shall  be  required  to  train  the  number 
of  pupil  teachers  demanded  by  local  needs,  and  to  establish  training  colleges, 
preferably  in  connection  with  universities  or  university  colleges. 

6.  That  the  provision  of  educational  buildings  and  facilities  be  obligatory  upon 
the  local  authority,  who  shall  always  retain  administrative  control  of  the  buildings 
and  facilities  so  provided. 

7.  That  the  cost  of  education  be  met  by  grants  from  the  Imperial  Exchequer, 
and  by  the  restoration  of  misappropriated  educational  endowments  ; and,  further, 
having  regard  to — 

(a)  The  necessarily  increasing  cost  of  education  due  mainly  to  the  demands 
which  organised  labour  is  now  making  on  behalf  of  the  children ; 

(b)  The  increasing  value  and  notoriously  undemocratic  administration  of 
the  wealthy  university  and  public  school  endowments, 

This  Congress  places  on  record  its  emphatic  disapproval  of  the  refusal  of  Ministers 
of  Education  to  grant  the  oft-repeated  demand  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  for  a 
Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into  such  endowments  ; and  instructs  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  once  more  to  press  for  the  appointment  of  such  a Royal  Commission,  which 
shall  have  on  it  a majority  of  representatives  elected  by  the  Trade  Unions,  and  shall 
inquire  into : — 

(a)  The  finances  of  the  universities  and  of  the  great  public  schools ; and  to 
issue  a report  containing  a statement  of  the  history  and  present  value  of  those 
endowments  which  were  originally  intended  for  the  poor. 
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(b)  The  conditions  of  scholarships  and  other  aids  in  universities  and  public 
schools. 

(c)  The  relations  with  lower  education  institutions. 

( d ) The  government  of  universities  and  public  schools ; and  to  bring  forward 
recommendations  showing  how  these  institutions  may  be  brought  under  full  public 
control. 

He  said  : This  is  the  most  important  resolution  that  will  be  discussed  this  week.  It 
deals  with  the  young  children,  and  will  probably  have  much  to  do  with  the  shaping 
of  the  policy  for  future  generations  of  our  fellow-countrymen. 

Mr.  John  Ward  (Navvies) : On  a point  of  order,  what  has  become  of  the  miners’ 
resolution,  which  precedes  this  one  on  the  agenda  ? 

The  President  : That  deals  with  another  point  entirely.  The  miners  say  that 
secular  education  shall  not  be  discussed  at  any  future  Congress.  That  will  be  taken 
separately  later  on. 

Mr.  S.  J.  Wright  (Gasworkers) : I should  like  to  explain  that  certain  scenes 
were  enacted  at  Newcastle  last  year,  which  we  have  no  desire  to  see  repeated.  The 
.word  “ secular  ” has  therefore  been  removed  from  this  resolution.  But  I want  to 
remind  the  delegates  that  secular  education  has  for  a long  time  been  the  policy  of 
this  Congress,  and  it  has  also  been  declared  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
In  all  probability,  this  resolution  will  be  carried  unanimously,  now  that  the  element 
of  discord  has  been  removed.  We  are  all  agreed  that  there  is  need  for  improvement 
in  the  education  policy  of  this  country.  Possibly,  we  realise  that  more  fully  than 
other  people,  on  account  of  the  lack  of  education  we  ourselves  are  suffering  from. 
We  have  a natural  desire  that  our  children  shall  receive  a better  education  than  we  were 
lucky  enough  to  obtain.  Therefore,  I do  not  anticipate  much  objection  to  the  resolu- 
tion. We  are  asking  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  organise  a campaign  in  the 
industrial  centres  to  educate  the  people  in  this  matter.  We  desire  to  see  the  educational 
authorities  of  the  country  under  full  public  control.  We  do  not  approve  of  the  system  of 
co-opted  members,  as  we  see  it  now  throughout  the  land.  We  believe  that,  under  a 
system  of  full  public  control,  a better  class  of  men  and  women,  interested  in  the 
education  movement,  can  be  secured  than  under  the  present  co-opting  system.  Then 
we  are  asking  for  the  adequate  maintenance  of  school  children,  and  £hat  young 
children  shall  be  trained  in  a full  and  comprehensive  manner.  Whether  this  question  of 
adequate  maintenance  be  regarded  from  the  ordinary  point  of  view  of  those  who  think  we 
have  as  good  an  education  as  we  ought  to  have,  it  must  be  conceded  that  it  is  a waste  of 
public  money,  and  a waste  of  the  teachers’  time,  to  try  to  impart  knowledge  to  ill-fed 
children.  It  is  obviously  necessary  that  the  children  should  be  fed,  and  we  say  that 
that  ought  to  be  done  at  the  public  expense,  in  a full  and  comprehensive  manner.  As 
members  of  the  Labourers’  Union,  we  are  not  satisfied  with  the  quality  and  quantity 
of  the  food  at  present  supplied  to  the  children.  And  in  addition  to  desiring  that  the 
children  should  be  properly  fed  while  at  school,  we  do  not  want  them  to  go  short  at 
the  week-end.  We  believe  that  if  public  attention  is  drawn  to  this  matter,  by 
educating  opinion,  we  can  force  this  or  any  other  Government  to  move  along  in  this 
direction.  Then  we  also  ask  that  there  shall  be  scientific  physical  education  and 
annual  medical  inspection,  especially  as  from  the  reports  of  the  medical  officers  we 
know  there  are  tens  of  thousands  of  children  attending  schools  in  bad  health.  That 
is  a state  of  things  which  this  Congress  must  protest  against  and  endeavour  to  alter. 
There  are  thousands  of  children  attending  school  in  the  early  stages  of  consumption  ; 
and  there  are  many  others  who  are  suffering  from  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  and  nose. 
All  of  this  can  be  remedied  if  money  can  be  provided  for  this  particular 
purpose.  Therefore  we  say  that  we  can  appeal  to  this  Congress,  with  no  uncertain 
voice,  to  support  us  in  this  demand  for  making  the  child-life  of  this  country  better 
than  it  has  been.  We  ask  also  that  the  school  age  shall  be  raised,  because  we  are 
very  much  behind  other  countries  in  this  respect.  I know  there  are  objections,  in 
certain  quarters,  to  this  raising  of  the  school  age  of  the  child ; but  it  will  be  better  for 
the  women  and  men  of  the  country  if  the  school  age  is  raised,  and  in  any  case  we  are 
determined  that  the  children  of  our  class  shall  not  be  the  slaves  in  the  future  that 
they  have  been  in  the  past.  We  also  ask  that  there  shall  be  an  inquiry  into  public 
school  endowments,  because  we  believe  that  there  is  money  at  institutions  like  those 
of  Eton  and  Harrow  and  the  universities  that  is  being  diverted  from  the  original 
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intentions  of  the  donors.  We  want  a Royal  Commission  to  go  thoroughly  into  this 
question.  From  the  unsympathetic  attitude  of  the  authorities  on  this  matter  of 
appointing  a Royal  Commission,  we  are  led  to  assume  that  there  is  in  this  business 
something  they  do  not  want  the  workers  to  know.  In  conclusion,  I urge  Congress  to 
approve  of  this  resolution  unanimously,  so  that  it  may  go  forth  to  the  world  that  we 
are  determined  in  the  days  to  come  that  our  children  shall  bo  more  blessed  in  educa- 
tional advantages  than  they  are  at  preeent — that  they  shall,  in  fact,  secure  the  best 
education  which  this  country  can  provide.  Nothing  is  too  good  for  the  children  of 
the  workers,  to  see  that  they  are  properly  equipped  for  their  struggles  in  life. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr.  G.  Barker  (Miners’  Federation)  : In  seconding  this  resolution,  I desire  to 
say  that  I quite  agree  with  what  the  mover  lias  said  as  to  its  great  importance.  We 
must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  present  system  is  very  unsatisfactory.  Every 
year  we  are  spending  some  £8,000,000  in  the  education  of  the  young  people ; and 
then,  when  the  child  reaches  the  age  of  twelve  or  13  years,  it  is  taken  from  school 
and  no  further  instruction  is  imparted.  It  does  not  matter  what  natural  ability  the 
child  may  have,  or  what  intellectual  gift  it  may  possess  ; if  the  parents  are  poor,  then 
from  economic  necessity  that  child  is  debarred  from  properly  developing  its  natural 
gifts.  This  proposal  put  forward  by  the  Gasworkers’  Union  is  the  most  statesman- 
like proposition  that  has  ever  been  considered  on  the  subject  of  education.  It  is 
practical,  thorough,  and  absolutely  complete  in  all  respects.  We  shall  all  agree  that 
it  is  necessary  that  the  children  should  be  adequately  maintained  while  they  are 
receiving  their  instruction.  It  is  one  of  the  features  of  this  age  that  there  has  been 
introduced  into  the  schools  and  the  education  of  the  young  a new  humanity.  There 
was  a time,  and  not  very  long  ago,  when  children  were  kept  at  their  work  in  school 
until  they  fainted  from  want  of  food.  This  feature  of  the  resolution  should,  from 
humanitarian  reasons  alone,  receive  the  unanimous  support  of  Congress.  (Cheers.) 
With  regard  to  the  reference  to  the  necessity  for  scientific  physical  education,  it  is  an 
undoubted  fact  that  we  are  at  present  sadly  deficient  in  this  respect.  We  are  an 
industrial  nation,  and  the  wealth  of  the  workers  largely  depends  upon  their  physical 
capacity  to  perform  their  task.  Yet  we  find  that  scientific  physical  education  is 
almost  entirely  neglected ; and  what  little  there  is  available,  is  largely  due  to 
the  efforts  of  men  like  Sandow.  With  regard  to  medical  inspection,  it  is  while 
they  are  at  school  that  the  children  can  be  inspected  and  treated  with  the 
best  results.  There  is  also  a great  necessity  for  more  efficient  scientific 
education.  In  the  mining  districts,  the  children  are  told  nothing  about 
geology  or  mineralogy ; and  they  know  nothing  about  the  formation  of  the 
earth  until  they  get  down  into  the  bowels  of  it.  Then,  as  to  technical  education, 
I think  the  children  should  have  the  opportunity  for  developing  any  special  gift  they 
may  possess.  They  should  be  taken  over  by  the  Government,  to  be  educated  in  the 
technical  schools,  and  fostered  and  nurtured,  if  found  desirable,  right  through  to  the 
university.  It  is  quite  unnecessary  to  dwell  further  upon  such  a valuable  resolution 
as  this,  which  I feel  is  certain  to  meet  with  your  cordial  sympathy  and  unanimous 
support.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  Sexton  (Liverpool  Dockers) : I congratulate  our  friends  on  the  courage 
they  have  exhibited  in  facing  the  situation  over  the  religious  side  of  this  question. 
It  is  a courageous  man  who  admits  he  is  wrong. 

The  President  : I do  not  admit  that  at  all.  Your  remark  is  quite  uncalled  for. 
(Cheers.) 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

SECULAR  EDUCATION  TO  BE  ELIMINATED. 

The  following  resolution,  which  had  been  set  down  by  the  Miners’  Federation, 
next  came  up  for  discussion  : — 

That  the  question  of  secular  education  be  eliminated  from  the  questions  for 

discussion  at  any  future  Trades  Union  Congress. 

The  President  : I want  to  ask  you  to  consider  where  you  may  land  yourselves 
over  this  question  if  you  adopt  this  resolution.  There  is  a difference  of  opinion  over 
many  subjects  that  are  discussed  at  this  Congress  from  year  to  year.  Suppose  the 
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textile  workers  were  to  come  along  and  say  that  child  labour  shall  no  longer  be 
discussed;  or  suppose  a resolution  should  be  brought  forward  by  another  society 
declaring  that  the  subject  of  political  action  shall  be  barred  ? If  we  went  on  like 
that,  the  final  result  might  be  that  there  would  be  nothing  at  all  left  for  us  to 
discuss ! 

A Delegate  : There  is  no  analogy. 

The  President  : That  is  quite  a matter  of  opinion.  I am  in  duty  bound  to  give 
the  Miners’  Federation  an  opportunity  for  bringing  their  resolution  forward,  but  I hope 
the  delegates  will  have  commonsense  enough  to  vote  it  down.  (Laughter  and 
cheers.) 

Mr.  G.  H.  Stuart  (Postmen’s  Federation)  : I would  like  your  ruling  on  the 
point  as  to  whether  it  is  competent  for  this  Congress  to  pass  a resolution  to  bind  future 
Congresses  ? This  resolution  relates  to  future  Congresses,  and  in  my  judgment  it 
cannot  possibly  be  applied  to  them.  That  is  my  point  of  order. 

The  President  : The  delegates  form  the  sovereign  body  for  the  control  of  this 
Congress,  and  this  Congress  only. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Stuart  : But  the  resolution  says  “ any  future  Congress.” 

The  President  : Well,  you  have  no  power  to  control  future  Congresses ; and 
you  will  know  what  to  do  with  this  resolution  as  well  as  I do.  (Laughter.) 

A Delegate  moved  that  Congress  proceed  to  the  next  business. 

The  President  : I cannot  take  that. 

Mr.  D.  H.  Harding  (Royal  Liver  Agents)  : I wanted  to  ask  the  same  question 
as  that  which  has  already  been  asked. 

The  President  : Then  there  is  no  need  to  ask  it.  (Laughter.)  I call  upon  the 
miners’  delegate  to  move  the  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  Butler  (Miners’  Federation)  thereupon  moved  the  resolution  set  forth 
above,  declaring  that  secular  education  should  be  eliminated  from  all  future 
Congresses.  He  said  he  did  so  because  of  the  feeling  that  had  been  introduced  into 
this  question  of  secular  education  in  their  own  sections  of  the  Miners’  Federation. 
At  their  last  national  conference  it  was  decided  that  the  question,  so  far  as  they  were 
concerned,  should  be  eliminated  from  their  programme.  They  could  not  enter  into 
this  question  without  coming  into  contact  with  a great  variety  of  religious  thought 
and  opinion,  and  there  was  no  one  in  the  Congress  but  who  knew  that  the  most  bitter 
feeling  that  had  moved  vast  bodies  of  men  in  the  universe,  in  all  countries,  had  been 
of  a religious  character.  They  had,  from  time  to  time,  had  repetitions  of  that 
character.  They  had  on  the  one  side  the  Church  of  England,  on  another 
the  Roman  Catholic,  and  on  the  others  the  Nonconformists  and  their  various 
sections,  and  all  these  entered  largely  into  the  question.  He  thought  that  this  ques- 
tion would  be  better  left  alone  as  a policy  until  these  various  bodies  could  agree 
amongst  themselves  upon  some  common  policy  to  be  followed  in  the  interests  of 
education  as  a whole.  They  did  not  desire  to  retard  in  any  way  the  education  of  the 
young,  the  training  of  the  child,  but  were  prepared,  as  they  showed  in  the  resolution 
which  they  had  just  passed,  to  give  all  the  support  they  could  to  that  side  of  the 
question.  Whatever  Government  had  been  in  power  had  never  been  able  to  pass  a 
satisfactory  Education  Bill,  and  they  certainly  thought  the  question  would  be  better 
left  so  far  as  this  matter  was  concerned,  until  a common  policy  could  be  agreed  upon 
by  the  various  bodies  of  the  country.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  Doonan  (Miners’  Federation)  seconded  the  resolution,  and  said  he  had 
attended  the  Congress  for  many  years,  and  had  always  looked  forward  to  them  with 
pleasure  from  time  to  time.  He  had  noticed  that  when  the  question  of  secular 
education  came  before  the  Congress,  they  found  that  there  was  a feeling,  a difference, 
a cleavage,  and  even  something  deeper  than  that,  existing  in  their  midst.  When  he 
saw  the  feeling  he  had  thought  that  if  it  could  not  be  discussed  quietly  and  humbly 
by  the  Congress,  how  could  they  expect  their  branches  to  discuss  the  question  and 
come  to  a decision  ? Whilst  they  had  this  cleavage  among  the  leaders  of  the  Trade 
Union  movement  present  at  the  Congress,  there  must  be  cleavage  in  the  branches 
He  felt  that  with  99  per  cent,  of  the  problems  placed  on  the  agenda,  the  majority  of 
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the  delegates  present  were  with  them,  but  this  question  touched  them  very  deep,  and  in 
different  ways.  He  suggested  to  them  as  a Congress  that  they  should  propagate  and 
advance  the  99  per  cent,  of  the  problems,  but  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  put  aside 
at  once  the  questions  that  rendered  and  divided  them.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  G.  H.  Roberts  (Typographical  Association)  : I hope  Congress  will  accept 
your  advice,  and  reject  this  resolution.  We  have  no  right  to  decide  here  to-day  that 
Congress  shall  on  no  subsequent  occasion  discuss  this  question  of  secular  education. 
If  Congress  adopts  this  resolution,  it  can  only  be  construed  in  the  country  as  an 
abandonment  of  the  policy  that  Congress  has  endorsed  by  emphatic  majorities  times 
out  of  number.  I claim  that  this  proposal  of  the  secular  solution,  has  a right  to  stand 
as  the  declaration  of  the  Labour  movement  of  this  country.  No  one  will  charge  me 
with  being  moved  against  any  sect  in  the  country.  I do  not  stand  for  secularism, 
but  I protest  against  secular  authorities  having  to  do  with  matters  of  personal  faith. 
A man  has  a right  to  attach  himself  to  any  faith  he  chooses,  and  no  one  has  a right 
to  interfere  with  him.  But  we  recognise  the  utter  impossibility  of  reconciling  the 
various  religious  sects  in  our  country.  We  appreciate  the  fact  that  the  sectarian 
difficulty  is  the  greatest  difficulty  in  the  way  of  educational  progress.  Therefore  we 
say  to  the  churches,  respectfully  but  firmly  : “ This  controversy  shall  no  logger  stand 
in  the  way;  you  must  take  your  squabbles  outside  our  movement.”  You  will  not  get 
rid  of  your  differences  in  this  way.  Our  friend  says  that  if'  this  Cougress  cannot 
settle  this  matter  in  a friendly  way,  what  hope  is  there  outside  in  the  branches  ? But 
every  one  knows  full  well  that  this  resolution  here  this  morning  is  part  of  a 
sectarian  move  to  split  up  the  Parliamentary  Labour  Movement.  You  afre  not  going 
to  get  rid  of  the  question  by  passing  this  resolution  ; you  are  going  to  sow  discord, 
and  ask  the  teachers  to  deal  with  a question  which  you  are  not  strong  enough  to 
settle  yourselves.  We  are  told  that  we  should  be  consistent  in  this  matter,  and  I 
am  going  to  make  an  appeal  to  you  on  behalf  of  the  teachers.  You  cannot  shirk 
this  question  if  you  desire  to  do  so,  and  the  teachers,  whom  we  hope  to  have  with 
us  in  a few  years,  have  to  deal  with  it.  You  know  that  in  the  past  many  teachers 
have  been  compelled  to  sink  their  conscientious  convictions  at  the  dictates  of  power- 
ful sects.  I know  teachers  who  have  had  to  consent  to  distasteful  opinions  in  order 
to  secure  a livelihood.  Not  only  is  that  wrong  from  an  oppressive  point  of  view,  but 
in  this  resolution  lies  an  evil  which  will  do  a great  deal  of  damage  to  the  country.  I 
am  a Christian  man : I can  say  that  conscientiously.  But  because  I wish  to  have  my 
own  beliefs  respected,  I desire  to  see  the  beliefs  of  other  people  respected  also.  I 
have  no  right  to  place  the  teaching  of  my  particular  faith  upon  the  public  exchequer, 
nor  has  anyone  else  such  a right.  I am  bound  to  enforce  that  view  with  all  my 
power  here  this  morning.  So  far  as  I am  concerned,  my  Catholic  friends  are  free  to 
perform  their  Catholicism,  and  Anglicans,  Nonconformists,  and  all  other  sects  should 
have  the  same  freedom.  But  we  in  this  Labour  movement  are  solely  concerned  with 
education.  I want  to  see  religion  taught  in  the  homes,  and  in  the  Sunday  schools, 
and  in  other  places  which  are  at  your  disposal.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  John  Ward  (Navvies) : I am  sure  that  all  the  delegates  will  be  extremely 
interested,  after  the  speech  of  Mr.  Roberts,  to  know  on  which  side  he  intends  to  vote. 
I venture  to  suggest  that  I and  the  mover  of  the  resolution — which  I will 
support — could  cheer  all  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Roberts.  It  was  a speech  in 
favour  of  the  miners’  resolution.  Let  us  see  what  Mr.  Roberts  has  told  us.  He 
has  told  us  that  he  objects  to  this  sectarian  strife  and  bitterness  being 
introduced  into  labour  affairs.  Will  not  every  collier  who  has  put  forward  this 
motion  say  “Hear,  hear,”  to  that?  As  a matter  of  fact,  Mr.  Roberts  has  first  of  all 
to  decide  on  which  side  he  is  himself.  Does  he  want  secularism,  or  does  he  want 
the  religious  question  kept  outside?  Let  us  look  at  the  history  of  this  business. 
What  has  happened  since  Congress  first  began  to  dabble  in  this  question  of  secular 
education  ? We  are  having  repeated  on  the  floor  of  Congress  in  our  own  country 
exactly  the  dissensions  which  have  occurred  in  Continental  Congresses  where  this 
question  has  been  given  a prominent  place.  You  have  had  for  years  a public  that  is 
intellectually  active  on  the  Continent — notably  in  Germany— concerned  with  a 
system  of  education  by  which  men  divide  themselves  according  to  their  religious 
faith  rather  than  their  economic  interests,  and  gradually  you  are  introducing  these 
Same  conditions  among  the  Trade  Unionists  of  England.  What  is  the  use  of  Mr. 
Roberts  being  like  the  ostrich,  hiding  his  head  in  the  sand?  Go  into  Lancashire. 
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They  have  the  religious  controversy  there.  Secular  education  has  heen  introduced, 
and  strikes  have  actually  occurred  over  this  secular  resolution.  After  all,  friends  and 
fellow  delegates,  there  are  men  in  this  Congress  who  want  their  children  instructed 
in  religion  in  the  schools.  ( “ No.” ) Well,  I am  one,  at  any  rate ; and  I do  not  mind 
Standing  alone.  It  is  not  the  first  time.  Even  if,  on  public  grounds,  we  believe  that 
the  State  should  be  free  from  this  religious  question,  let  us  fight  the  question  as 
citizens  outside  our  Trade  Unions.  Do  not  let  us  introduce  it  into  our  lodges  and 
branches,  so  that  when  we  are  talking  about  an  increase  of  wages  this  difficulty 
should  be  introduced  to  whittle  down  our  resources.  I venture  to  say  that  the  right 
course  for  us  to  pursue  in  this  matter  is  the  one  pointed  out  by  the  miners.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  T.  E.  Naylor  (London  Compositors) : It  would  be  interesting,  after  hearing 
Mr.  John  Ward’s  speech,  to  know  upon  which  side  he  intends  to  vote  on  this  matter. 
Mr.  John  Ward  knows  perfectly  well  that  if  there  has  been  any  bitterness  or  ill- 
feeling  when  this  question  of  secular  education  has  been  discussed  at  the  Congress, 
it  has  not  been  shown  by  the  supporters  of  secular  education.  The  miners’  resolution 
aims  at  eliminating  the  education  question  and  its  secular  solution  from  the  agenda 
of  this  Congress.  What  would  they  say,  supposing  the  supporters  of  secular  educa- 
tion were  to  move  that  in  no  case  at  future  Congresses  should  we  be  allowed  to  discuss 
the  different  tenets  and  creeds  that  have  been  discussed  by  the  opponents  of  secular 
education  ? The  miners  are  not  fair  to  their  own  cause  in  seeking  to  destroy  an 
attitude  on  the  secular  question  that  aims  at  the  elimination  from  our  schools  of  those 
difficulties  that  stand  in  the  way  of  a free  expression  of  their  religious  convictions  ; 
and  it  is  because  we  believe  in  that  free  play  of  every  man’s  religious  convictions,  at 
his  own  expense,  that  we  urge  upon  Congress  every  year  that  the  secular  solution 
is  the  only  safe  way  to  prevent  division  in  the  Trade  Union  ranks.  The  miners’ 
resolution,  if  it  were  passed,  would  not  promote  the  object  they  have  in  view.  If  you 
want  freedom  of  religious  conscience,  and  the  fullest  possible  education  for  the 
children,  you  can  only  have  it  when  education  is  free  from  the  religious  controversies 
that  always  hover  around  this  question.  The  schools  of  the  country  ought  not  to  be 
dominated  by  any  religious  maxims  or  doctrines.  Those  of  us  who  declare  for  the 
secular  solution  are  just  as  jealous  of  our  religious  convictions  as  any  member  of  the 
Miners’  Federation  or  any  sect  in  the  country ; and  true  religion,  I venture  to  say, 
consisteth  not  in  giving  a close  adherence  to  any  particular  form  of  doctrine,  but 
rather  in  a true  and  generous  charity  towards  others  who  may  not  feel  exactly  as 
ourselves.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  Turner  (Shop  Assistants)  said  the  most  important  point  of  the  resolution, 
while  it  hinged  around  education,  was  whether  they  were  to  be  allowed  to  discuss 
any  question  at  all.  He  was  astounded  when  he  saw  the  resolution  on  the  agenda. 
The  chairman  himself  seemed  to  be  in  some  doubt  as  to  whether  it  was  in  order  or 
not.  That  in  itself  seemed  to  him  to  be  a little  dangerous.  The  Miners’  Federation 
carried  an  enormous  vote  in  that  Congress,  and,  if  it  was  possible,  no  question  which 
could  affect  the  interests  of  the  workers  should  be  shut  out  from  the  deliberations  of 
that  Congress.  He  would,  therefore,  appeal  to  those  who  had  no  instructions  on  this 
matter  to  cast  their  votes  against  shutting  the  door  on  this  or  any  other  question 
affecting  either  the  majority  or  minority  of  their  members,  directly  or  indirectly. 
He  had  been  present  at  many  Congress  meetings,  when  the  members  had  discussed 
not  only  practical  economic  questions,  but  resolutions  which  were  bound  to 
affect  Labour  indirectly.  As  a matter  of  fact,  some  of  the  most  exciting 
and  valuable  discussions  that  had  taken  place  at  their  meetings  were  upon 
questions  which  only  indirectly  affected  Labour.  This  question  was  one  which 
was  going  to  affect  the  future  of  Labour,  and  he  therefore  protested  against  it 
being  shut  out  from  their  deliberations.  (Applause.)  It  was  a question,  too,  which 
affected  the  interests  of  their  children.  For  years  that  Congress  had  carried  a resolu- 
tion in  favour  of  secular  education,  and  it  was  only  of  recent  years  that  members  had 
discovered  some  injustice  in  secular  education.  Though  he  had  listened  very  patiently 
to  the  discussion,  he  had  failed  again  and  again  to  discover  any  reason  for  departing 
from  the  stand  that  Congress  had  taken  on  this  matter  in  the  past.  Secular  education 
simply  meant  equal  liberty  and  freedom  for  the  opinions  of  all.  When  it  was  intro- 
duced there  could  not  be  any  injuries  to  anyone.  He  hoped  the  delegates  would 
watch  the  resolution  very  carefully,  and  shut  out  no  question  which  affected  the 
children  of  the  future  generation  of  workers.  (Cheers.) 
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Mr.  J.  Sexton  (Liverpool  Dockers)  : I had  not  intended  to  say  a word  upon  this 
subject.  I was  perfectly  content  to  accept  the  olive  branch  so  generously  held  out  by 
the  gasworkers,  and  leave  the  matter  there.  I am  not  responsible  for  this  discussion. 

I regret,  exceedingly,  that  it  should  have  arisen.  Personally,  I wish  the  minors’ 
resolution  had  not  been  moved.  .We  shall  have  the  same  scenes,  the  same  line  of 
thought,  the  same  inclination. to  attack  religious  teaching  in  the  schools.  (Loud  cries 
of  dissent.) 

The  President  : Order,  order.  It  is  only  a matter  of  argument. 

Mr.  J.  SEXTON : I am  simply  stating  what  I feel  to  be  the  truth.  We  have 
talked  this  matter  over  time  after  time.  The  only  thing  we  have  ever  asked — and  it 
is,  after  all,  quite  a modest  request — is  that  we  ought  to  leave  this  question  alone, 
because  we  recognise  that  there  are  men  in  this  Congress  who  think,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  that  their  religious  feelings  are  being  outraged.  Let  me  give  you  a case. 
The  Chinaman  is  a good  Trade  Unionist,  but  he  worships  a wooden  idol.  That  may 
seem  absurd  to  us,  but  to  the  Chinaman  our  discussion  of  this  question  is  equally 
absurd.  There  is  no  man  outside  who  would  think  of  ridiculing  the  Chinaman  for 
his  religious  belief ; but  here,  in  this  Congress,  we  are  continually  introducing 
questions  that  excite  bitter  controversy,  and  they  should  be  left  alone.  I am  not 
going  to  argue  whether  the  Catholic,  the  Protestant,  or  the  Atheist  is  right  or  wrong. 
My  contention  is,  that  the  discussion  of  this  question  is  no  business  of  ours.  After  all, 
it  is  only  a small  matter  to  fight  about.  There  are  bigger  questions  to  tackle,  upon  which 
we  can  all  combine  and  vote  solidly.  I shall  always  object  to  the  time  and  energy  of 
this  Congress  being  wasted,  and  its  more  legitimate  work  butchered,  in  order  to  make  a 
secular  holiday  for  you  or  anyone  else.  Mr.  Roberts  says  religion  ought  to  be  taught  in 
the  homes ; but  I have  heard  other  men  on  the  platforms  of  the  country  declare  that 
thousands  of  children  have  got  no  homes.  What  sort  of  surroundings  for  the  teaching 
of  family  religion  can  there  be  under  those  circumstances  ? I ask  Congress  to  consider 
that  the  continual  reiteration  of  this  question  is  doing  more  harm  than  good ; and  if 
it  is  persisted  in,  I shall  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  G.  Milligan  (Liverpool  Dockers) : I rise  to  support  most  emphatically  the 
miners’  resolution,  as  one  who  has  watched,  perhaps  from  afar,  the  bitterness  of  the 
fight  over  this  question  in  years  gone  by.  When  I heard  that  this  subject  was  to  be 
removed  from  our  Congress,  I heartily  said  “ Thank  God  ! ” I support  the  resolution 
not  only  from  my  own  personal  conviction,  but  because  I know  that  75  per  cent,  of 
the  members  whom  I represent  are  in  favour  of  it.  They  see  in  it  a means  for 
removing  from  the  Trade  Union  movement  a cause  of  division  which  has  worried  us 
for  years  past.  If  I ask  any  man  who  comes  to  join  our  union  in  the  North,  in 
Liverpool,  if  he  believes  in  the  secular  solution,  he  says  “ No  ” ; and  s,ome  of  them 
go  so  far  as  to  refuse  to  join  the  union.  When  it  is  remembered  that  out  of  about 
15,000,000  workers  in  this  country,  only  2,000,000  are  organised,  it  will  be  seen  that 
we  have  a tremendous  amount  of  work  to  do,  and  a long  way  to  go,  before  we  have 
in  this  country  the  complete  Trade  Union  organisation  we  are  anxious  to  secure.  We 
have  sufficient  divisions  of  our  own.  This  is  one  of  the  most  deep-seated  causes  of 
division,  and  I do  hope  that  this  resolution  will  be  carried.  We  want  to  remove  the 
causes  of  the  disputes  of  former  years.  I am  quite  certain  that  a big  percentage  of  all 
the  Trade  Unions  in  the  North  would  disagree  with  the  delegate  who  said  the  secular 
solution  simply  meant  “ Hands  off  our  children’s  education  1 ” Many  of  them  believe 
in  religious  teaching  in  the  schools,  and  the  secular  solution  is  directly  antagonistic  to 
their  wishes  in  that  direction.  Therefore,  in  the  interests  of  peace,  I think  the 
miners  have  been  very  wise  in  endeavouring  to  remove  this  great  obstacle  to  that 
harmony  which  the  Trade  Union  movement  is  so  badly  in  need  of.  When  our 
Labour  Members  come  to  the  North  to  address  the  workers,  they  are  always  very 
careful  to  leave  this  question  alone.  Is  that  democratic  ? It  has  been  stated  that 
the  secular  solution  has  for  years  been  heartily  approved  by  Congress  ; but  that  is  to 
be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  it  was  only  the  Congress  delegates  who  were  voting 
without  any  particular  mandate  from  their  members.  It  would  not  have  been 
approved  so  readily  if  it  had  been  submitted  to  the  members  of  the  unions.  I am 
certain  that  would  have  been  the  case  in  the  North,  at  all  events.  In  the  interest  of 
our  growing  membership,  I hope  this  resolution  will  be  passed. 

A Delegate  : Will  you  accept  “ the  previous  question  ” ? 
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The  President  : No.  We  had  better  have  a square  vote  on  the  question  while 
we  are  about  it. 

Another  Delegate  : Should  not  a vote  be  taken  as  to  whether  it  is  in  order  to 
take  the  question  at  this  juncture  ? 

The  President  : No  ; I call  upon  Mr.  Wignall. 

Mr.  J.  Wignall  (Swansea  Dockers)  : I am  quite  sure  your  ruling  is  correct  as  to 
“the  previous  question,”  Mr.  President,  because  I happen  to  be  the  next  speaker 
(Laughter.)  We  have  listened  with  a great  deal  of  interest  to  those  who  have  been 
for  and  against  the  resolution,  and  those  who  have  been  neutral ; and  the  majority  of 
the  speakers  have  been  more  neutral  than  anything  else.  We  have  been  very  much 
interested  in  the  speech  of  our  friend  Sexton.  He  was  apparently  trying  to  rub  in 
the  salve,  but  he  was  successful  in  rubbing  in  the  salt,  and  plenty  of  it.  (Laughter.) 
His  one  great  mistake  was  when  he  fired  off  that  damp  squib  against  the  President, 
and  then  ran  away.  (Laughter.)  You  know  what  I mean,  Mr.  President ; and  you 
will  not  forget  it. 

The  President  : Yes,  I know  what  you  mean.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  J.  Wignall  : A good  deal  has  been  said  about  causing  strife  over  this  ques- 
tion. Well,  strong  arguments  may  be  used  in  connection  with  any  subject.  I have 
watched  this  education  question  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  I am  prepared  to  say  that 
the  very  elements  that  have  been  introduced  to-day  have  given  to  the  whole  subject 
a sting  and  enthusiastic  interest  which  would  have  been  entirely  lacking  if  there  was 
nothing  of  a controversial  character  in  it.  It  is  not  enough  to  pass  resolutions  unani- 
mously : we  want  to  bring  out  every  side  of  the  controversy,  and  we  can  only  do  that 
by  defining  our  own  views.  We  respect  every  man’s  religious  convictions,  and  I 
expect  every  man  to  respect  mine  ; but  this  resolution  goes  further  than  that.  It 
robs  us  of  the  very  liberty  we  profess  to  enjoy.  (Hear,  hear.)  Our  friend  here  has 
talked  about  the  feeling  of  the  workers  in  the  country  over  this  question.  But  have 
not  some  of  us  been  coming  to  Congress  after  Congress,  and  making  speeches  in  sup- 
port of  these  resolutions,  and  gone  back  to  our  branches  and  executives  and  annual 
meetings  and  congresses  of  members  ? Surely,  if  during  the  past  ten  or  twelve 
years  we  have  been  in  the  wrong  over  this  question,  they  should  have  told  us 
so,  and  told  us  to  alter  our  tactics ! I do  not  know  how  you  are  situated. 
We  certainly  come  into  contact  with  some  persons,  and  argue  the  point  with  them 
from  the  personal  point  of  view,  but  the  very  fact  that  for  years  we  have  adopted  a 
certain  attitude  in  this  Congress  is  proof  that  what  some  of  the  friends  have  stated 
here  to-day  is  not  correct  when  they  dare  to  assert  that  we  do  not  come  here  with  a 
mandate  on  this  question.  If  we  are  not  really  representing  our  members  on  this 
matter,  other  delegates  would  have  taken  our  place.  I appeal  to  this  Congress  to 
vote  against  the  miners’  resolution,  not  because  of  the  speeches  that  have  been  made, 
but  because  you  have  no  right  to  bind  future  Congresses-  and  say  they  shall  not  do 
this  or  that.  I shall  vote  against  this  resolution  because  I object  to  having  my 
liberty  restrained  or  interfered  with,  and  my  convictions  coerced  or  formed  into 
someone  else’s  channel ; and  I ask  you  to  do  the  same,  and  keep  the  liberty  we  have 
so  far  enjoyed.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  Stokes  (London  Glass  Blowers) : Without  reading  the  resolution  of  the 
miners,  after  hearing  the  mover’s  speech,  I felt  convinced  that  the  miners  were  in 
favour  of  secular  education,  but  did  not  want  a repetition  of  the  disorderly  scenes 
which  were  last  year  created  by  a minority  of  the  delegates  at  Liverpool.  They 
therefore  bring  along  a resolution  of  an  exceedingly  dangerous  character,  and  I want 
to  appeal  to  the  delegates  to  vote  against  it  on  account  of  its  dangerous  character  in 
the  direction  of  stultifying  the  efforts  of  Congress,  and  for  another  reason.  This 
Congress  meets  to  discuss  political  questions ; and  so  long  as  you  discuss  politics, 
directly  or  indirectly,  you  are  bound  to  discuss  this  question  of  secular  education. 
In  the  House  of  Commons,  you  have  all  religious  denominations  represented,  and  no 
Government  has  yet  been  able  to  introduce  a satisfactory  Education  Act.  That  is 
because  they  are  so  greatly  divided  on  the  question ; and  for  that  very  reason  they  seek 
to  force  all  the  particular  creeds  into  the  education  of  the  people’s  children.  If,  there- 
fore, as  the  representatives  of  the  working  classes,  we  are  going  to  give  a lead  in  this 
matter,  it  ought  to  be  in  the  direction  of  perfect  freedom  of  mind  in  religious  matters 
in  the  public  schools.  In  the  near  future  you.  may  have  a Government  of  quite 
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a Conservative  character ; and  they  may  introduce  into  the  schools  a crcod  or  register. 
The  Nonconformist  will  stand  over  there,  the  Roman  Catholic  here,  and  so  on  and  so 
on;  and  the  child  whose  parents  say  shall  only  be  taught  certain  subjects  will  bo  put 
on  one  side  and  snubbed.  The  managers  and  teachers  of  various  denominations  will 
use  their  influence ; and  we  have  to  be  fair  to  the  men  and  women  who  say  their 
children  shall  be  eliminated  from  religious  instruction  but  not  marked  out.  Religion 
can  be  taught  in  the  Sunday  school.  Mr.  Sexton  says  the  workers  in  many  cases 
have  got  no  homes  for  religion  to  bo  taught  in.  That  is  because  the  Government 
gives  religion  prominence  in  this  controversy,  and  keeps  economic  questions  in  the 
background.  Mr.  Sexton  says  this  is  a small  matter.  Is  it  a small  matter,  when  we 
have  had  the  tremendous  vote  such  as  we  have  had  for  years  in  favour  of  removing 
this  obstacle  out  of  the  way,  when  the  desire  was  created  and  grew  that  the  secular 
solution  was  the  only  way  out '?  Is  that  what  he  meant  by  a small  matter  ? If  so, 

I agree  with  him.  It  is  a small  matter,  compared  with  the  proper  and  free 
education  of  our  children. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Davis  (London  Compositors)  : The  resolution  proposed  by  the  Miners’ 
Federation  and  before  us  now  is  not  a dignified  retreat  from  a difficult  position  ; it  is 
something  in  the  nature  of  a panic-stricken  helter-skelter.  This  subject  has  been 
discussed  here  for  a number  of  years ; and  is  it  to  go  forth  to-day  that  a body  of 
sober,  rational  men  are  afraid  to  discuss  the  matter  any  longer  because  a few  men 
lose  their  heads  and  create  a disturbance  ? If  so,  you  are  not  going  to  impress  the 
world  at  large  with  the  dignity  and  importance  of  this  Congress.  This  question  has 
to  be  discussed  here  and  everywhere  else.  You  cannot  prevent  it.  Are  there  no 
other  controversial  questions  that  come  before  this  Congress  ? We  had  one  yesterday. 
We  had  the  political  question.  We  are  beginning  to  get  over  it,  because  we  have 
discussed  it ; but  I remember  the  time  when  the  political  question  led  to  quite  as 
bitter  discussions  as  any  that  have  taken  place  over  the  education  question.  And  if 
we  continue  to  discuss  this  matter  of  the  secular  solution  we  shall  live  down  our 
differences.  I feel  very  strongly  upon  this  question  of  secular  education— I mean  the 
non-teaching  of  religion  in  the  schools.  I know  something  about  this  question  from 
personal  experience.  I can  remember,  as  a boy,  when  secular  education  was  not 
talked  about.  There  was  no  intolerance  then.  I have  no  quarrel  with  Mr.  Sexton’s 
religion,  or  with  any  other  man’s.  It  makes  no  difference  to  me  whether  a man  is  a 
Roman  Catholic  or  a Mormon,  or  even  a member  of  the  Abode  of  Love,  if  he  finds 
any  consolation  in  it ; but  I object  to  religion  being  taught  in  the  schools  at  the  cost 
of  the  taxes  of  the  country.  I remember  the  time  when  Mr.  Ward  has  told  us  a 
different  tale  to  that  which  he  has  told  us  this  morning.  It  is  four  years  ago  since 
I last  attended  Congress,  and  we  represented  a quarter  of  a million  fewer  persons 
than  are  represented  here  to-day.  Have  we  gone  back  on  this  question  since 
we  discussed  the  secular  resolution  then  ? It  was  carried  by  an  overwhelming 
majority.  You  want  to  run  away  from  this  discussion.  I say,  let  us  face  the 
matter.  There  are  some  subjects  that  must  be  discussed,  and  this  is  one  of  them  ; 
and  if  we  are  going  to  run  away  from  a great  question  like  this  because  a few 
persons  cannot  keep  cool  and  argue  soberly,  there  is  no  telling  where  we  shall  find 
ourselves  in  the  near  future.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  Butler  (Miners’  Federation)  replied  to  the  discussion  as  follows : It  has 
certainly  been  amusing  and  interesting  to  listen  to  some  of  the  opponents  of  this 
resolution.  When  this  resolution  has  been  carried,  as  I hope  it  will  be — (cries  of 
“ Hear,  hear,”  and  “ No”)— I do  not  want  the  discussion  to  be  repeated  at  any  future 
Congress.  But  if  it  is  found  necessary  at  any  future  Congress  to  amend  the 
resolution  that  could  be  done.  The  rules  of  Congress  are  not  as  iron-bound  as  the 
laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians.  If  at  any  future  Congress  it  should  be  found 
desirable  to  rescind  or  amend  a resolution  of  this  kind  that  would  be  done.  I am 
told  that  the  miners  are  running  away  helter-skelter.  That  is  not  true.  The  miners 
stand  by  their  convictions.  This  matter  was  discussed  in  the  branches  and 
amongst  the  men  without  a lead  from  the  miners’  agents,  and  since  then  in  the  districts 
at  the  monthly  conferences.  One  county  conference,  representing  over  60,000 
members,  decided  to  send  on  a resolution  in  favour  of  the  course  we  are  now 
recommending.  So  that  we  have  had  at  the  back  of  us,  we  think,  the  opinions  of 
our  men.  (Hear,  hear.)  Now,  as  to  our  friend  Mr.  Roberts.  If  I gather  the  sense 
of  his  remarks  accurately,  his  contention  is  this,  that  behind  this  resolution  there 
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was  a hope  that  it  would  split  us  into  sections.  I want  to  suggest  to  Mr. 
Roberts  that  to  reject  this  resolution  is  to  split  us  up  into  sections,  and 
that  is  why  we  want  this  resolution  carried.  Then  we  have  heard  a good  deal  about 
purity  of  motive  and  strength  of  religious  convictions.  Well,  I want  to  tell  our 
friends  who  have  been  talking  about  the  sincerity  of  their  convictions  that  we  claim 
the  same  honesty  of  purpose  and  purity  of  motive  as  they  do,  and  the  same  ideals  for 
our  children  as  they  have  for  theirs.  I hope  Congress  will  pass  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Ben  Turner  (Weavers) : If  this  resolution  is  carried  to-day,  shall  we  be  in 
order  in  moving  its  rejection  next  year  ? 

The  President  : I think  I shall  have  to  use  the  Prime  Minister’s  phrase,  “ Wait 
and  see  ” ! '(Laughter.) 

Mr.  H.  Skinner  (Typographical  Association)  : I want  to  ask  Mr.  Butler,  through 
you,  whether  the  Miners’  Federation  would  be  willing  to  accept  our  amendment  to 
the  Standing  Orders  in  preference  to  this  proposition  of  their  own  ? 

The  President  : I cannot  have  that  subject  brought  up  at  this  stage.  I must 
have  a vote  on  the  resolution. 


Vote  by  card  resulted  as  follows  : — 

For  the  resolution - 952,000 

Against  909,000 

Majority  for 43,000 


AN  APPEAL  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 

The  President  : In  consequence  of  the  large  amount  of  time  consumed  in  the 
discussion  of  the  resolution  just  carried,  I hope  you  will  bear  with  me  and  accord 
me  all  possible  support  in  order  that  we  may  dispose  of  the  rest  of  the  business  in 
accordance  with  the  time-table.  (Hear,  hear.) 

FEES  IN  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  P.  Walls  (Blastfurnacemen)  moved : — 

That  this  Congress,  while  emphatically  affirming  that  no  solution  of  the  educational 
problem  will  be  satisfactory  that  does  not  give  free  education  from  the  elementary 
school  to  the  university  and  the  removal  of  all  class  barriers,  demands  the  immediate 
abolition  of  fees  in  secondary  schools  and  technical  colleges,  and  that  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  use  all  the  influence  possible  to  this  end. 

He  said : We  have  had  this  resolution  before  Congress  five  or  six  times  in  succession ; 
and  I take  it  for  granted,  therefore,  that  the  majority  of  the  delegates  have  a full 
knowledge  of  the  position.  I have  been  on  an  Education  Committee  or  School  Board 
for  • many  years,  and  have  seen  something  of  the  effects  of  the  present  system. 
Originally  much  of  the  money  that  went  to  support  colleges  and  universities  was 
given  with  the  intention  of  providing  an  opportunity  to  the  intelligent  children  of  the 
working  class ; but  it  has  been  appropriated  by  the  wealthy  class,  by  those  well  able 
to  pay  for  education.  Now,  sir,  we  were  all  enthusiastic  when  they  began  to  build 
secondary  schools  ; and  we  believed  that  we  were  at  last  going  to  have  an  opportunity 
for  our  children.  What  is  the  result  to-day  ? Once  more  these  schools  have  been 
appropriated  by  the  middle  classes,  just  as  the  universities  and  colleges  have  been 
appropriated  by  the  upper  classes.  It  is  thought  that  free  places  have  been  provided 
for  the  intelligent  children  of  the  working  classes  in  these  schools ; but  I have  watched 
the  result.  Here  is  the  child  of  the  grocer  and  the  doctor.  They  pay  for  the  coach- 
ing of  their  children,  and  these  are  the  children  who  get  the  free  places,  because  they 
are  ahead  in  the  examination  for  them,  but  six  months  afterwards  I have  seen  these  very 
children  down  at  the  bottom  of  the  class,  and  the  children  who  had  no  opportunity 
for  this  special  coaching  were  right  at  the  top.  If  we  consider  the  total  amount  spent 
on  education,  you  will  find  that  the  fees  are  a very  small  item  by  comparison.  After 
all,  I cannot  help  thinking  that  we  are  largely  to  blame  ourselves  for  this  unsatis- 
factory condition  of  things.  We  send  the  wrong  people  to  administer  the  laws. 
These  fees  are  simply  put  there  as  a barrier  to  the  admission  of  the  children  of  the 
working  classes.  A few  of  us  have  managed  to  get  the  fees  of  our  county  schools 
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reduced  from  £10  to  £6  ; but  what  working  man  can  pay  even  this  £6  for  lii»  child  ? 
We  want  the  secondary  schools  to  be  absolutely  free.  The  children  of  the  workers 
are  gradually  disappearing  from  them  ; they  are  being  closed  against  our  children, 
just  as  the  universities  and  colleges  are.  We  are  in  complete  agreement  with  the 
other  resolution.  We  believe  that  the  whole  education  programme  must  be  fought  for. 
But  this  particular  matter  is  immediately  urgent  and  necessary ; we  must  get  clear  of 
the  fees,  and  leave  an  open  door  for  the  workers’  children.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  H.  Gwynne  (Tin  and  Sheet  Millmen) : It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
second  this  resolution.  The  facts  as  placed  before  Congress  by  the  mover  speak  for 
themselves.  There  is  no  greater  barrier  to  the  advancement  of  the  education  of  the 
working  classes  than  these  fees  in  the  secondary  schools.  The  evil  of  which  we 
complain  is  more  especially  apparent  in  connection  with  the  technical  schools.  If 
our  children  are  to  take  a proper  interest  in  the  development  of  the  country,  the 
technical  schools  must  be  thrown  open  to  them.  I am  convinced  that  it  is  high  time 
the  people  of  this  country  should  see  that  every  advantage,  every  facility,  should  be 
given  to  the  children  who  can  profit  by  them,  so  that  their  intellect  and  brains 
may  be  used  with  the  best  effect  in  the  interests  of  the  democracy.  Our  system  of 
education  should  be  so  arranged  that  it  will  form  a ladder  by  which  the  poorest  child 
— even  the  child  of  the  widow  receiving  assistance  from  the  Poor  Law — can  proceed 
from  the  elementry  school  to  the  university,  without  having  to  pay  a fee  of  £10,  or 
£6,  or  6d. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

ABOLITION  OF  THE  HALF-TIME  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Daw  TRY  (Steam  Engine  Makers)  moved : — 

That  this  Congress  again  affirms  its  conviction  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  the 
abolition  of  “half-timers  ” in  our  educational  system,  its  continued  existence  being  cruel 
and  unjust  to  the  children  and  future  citizens,  and  wasteful  both  morally  and  financially, 
in  addition  to  being  a blot  upon  our  professed  civilisation  ; and,  further,  that  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  be  again  instructed  to  urge  upon  the  Government  to  give 
effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Departmental  Committee  who  considered  and 
reported  favourably  for  the  abolition  of  the  half-time  system  in  1909. 

He  said : I bring  this  question  forward  once  again  because  it  is  no  use  passing 
resolutions  of  a composite  character  unless  you  go  into  the  details.  I contend  that 
the  abolition  of  the  half-time  system  is  involved  in  the  passing  of  the  previous 
resolution.  It  is  a regrettable  fact  that  there  are  thousands  of  children  at  the  present 
time — mainly  in  two  counties — being  deprived  of  real  primary  education.  We  shall 
not  get  any  progress,  economically  or  morally,  unless  we  see  that  our  foundations  are 
sound,  and  that  the  youngsters  can  receive  a genuine  education.  We  were  told  last 
year  that  this  matter  would  probably  right  itself  in  time,  as  the  people  mainly 
responsible  for  this  pernicious  system  were  about  to  take  a ballot  as  to  its 
abolition.  But,  much  to  our  regret,  we  found  that  the  people  most  concerned 
with  this  system  were  as  much  in  favour  of  its  continuance  as  ever  they 
were.  All  true  reformers  must  regret  that  condition  of  things.  The  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  waited  upon  the  Government  early  in  this  year,  and 
certainly  received  a very  sympathetic  hearing  from  the  Minister  of  Education.  The 
only  real  obstacle  in  the  way  of  this  reform  is  the  prejudice  of  the  people  concerned 
in  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  mainly  ; and  I am  anxious  to  see  more  educative  work 
done  by  those  who  represent  these  people  at  this  Congress  and  locally.  Every  one 
knows  that  the  surroundings  of  a factory  are  not  to  be  compared,  even  under  the  best 
of  circumstances,  with  the  surroundings  of  the  school  to-day.  While  the  half-time 
system  continues,  the  children  are  being  deprived  of  their  birthright,  and  we  should 
not  stand  it.  We  are  here  talking  about  better  facilities  for  admission  into  the 
secondary  schools  and  the  erection  of  an  educational  ladder  from  the  elementary 
school  to  the  university : but  all  this  is  nothing  but  a fraud  upon  the  half-timer. 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  has  not  the  slightest  chance  of  enjoying  any  of  these  facilities,  if 
ever  they  are  gained.  The  hardship  of  the  half-time  system  upon  the  children  must 
be  patent  to  every  one ; they  are  handicapped  most  unfairly.  I trust  this  resolution 
will  be  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Ben  Turner  (Weavers) : I second  this  resolution,  and  I wish  to  point  out 
that  in  Yorkshire  the  half-time  system  has  almost  entirely  disappeared.  When  I was 
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a lad,  40  years  ago,  there  was  not  a town  in  Yorkshire  that  had  not  its  half-timers. 
Now  there  are  only  two  areas.  The  worst  area  is  Bradford,  and  the  other  is  Halifax. 
All  the  great  woollen  sections  of  Yorkshire  have  completely  abolished  the  half-time 
system.  I remember  them  contending  in  the  early  days  that  they  could  not  do 
without  the  lads  and  lasses,  with  their  delicate  fingers,  to  do  the  work.  That  has  all 
gone  by  the  board  in  the  woollen  trade,  and  in  the  cfotton  districts  of  Huddersfield 
they  have  no  half-timers  in  the  mills.  If  it  can  be  done  without  in  the  towns 
and  centres  I have  named,  it  can  be  dispensed  with  throughout  the  trade  ; and  the 
trade,  in  any  case,  is  not  worth  having  that  has  to  he  maintained  with  the  lives  of 
the  bairns.  (Cheers.)  I am  certain  that  trades  can  live  and  prosper  without  the 
half-time  system. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

COMPULSORY  DAY-TIME  CLASSES. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Elvin  (National  Union  of  Clerks)  moved : — 

This  Cougress  is  of  opinion  that  every  child  in  the  State  should  have  the 
opportunity  provided  to  enable  it  to  become  fitted  for  its  future  in  the  State,  which  is 
far  from  possible  with  our  present  system  of  education,  and  considers  that  one 
immediate  educational  reform  necessary  is  the  establishment  of  compulsory  day-time 
classes.  This  Congress,  therefore,  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  bring 
this  matter  to  the  notice  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Education,  and  to  impress 
upon  him  the  importance  of  instituting  these  classes  without  delay. 

He  said : This  resolution  has  been  passed  by  previous  Congresses,  and,  without  taking 
up  any  more  of  your  time,  I beg  leave  formally  to  move  it. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Gates  (Postal  Telegraph  Clerks)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

AMENDMENT  TO  STANDING  ORDER  NO.  11. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Davis  (London  Compositors)  moved  the  following  amendment  to 
Standing  Order  No.  11  (Duties  of  Parliamentary  Committee) 

To  add  : In  all  Parliamentary  elections,  where  no  Labour  candidate  is  running,  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  shall  question  the  candidates  as  to  whether  they  are  in 
favour  of  Government  contracts  being  given  only  to  those  firms  recognised  as  fair  by 
the  Trade  Unions,  and  shall  submit  to  them  also  any  other  test  questions  that  may  be 
considered  expedient  at  the  time,  such  questions  and  the  replies  thereon  to  be  given 
immediate  publicity  in  the  Press. 

He  said  : This  resolution  is  of  considerable  importance  to  nearly  every  industry 
engaged  in  Government  work.  Over  and  over  again  during  the  time  I was  a member 
of  the  London  Trades  Council,  we  continually  had  questions  cropping  up  as  to  the 
utter  indifference  of  the  Government  upon  various  points  in  connection  with  their 
shipping  and  engineering  contracts,  and  contracts  of  every  description  besides.  We 
found  that  the  fair  wage  clause  was  very  easily  evaded.  As  a matter  of  fact,  it  was 
easy  to  escape  from  the  penalty  clause ; and  we  found  that  this  was  especially  the 
case  in  connection  with  the  printing  trade.  We  ask  now  that  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  shall  make  it  a test  question — that  they  shall  put  to  every  candidate  for 
Parliament  the  question  as  to  whether  he  is  in  favour  of  Government  contracts  being 
only  given  to  those  firms  which  are  recognised  as  fair  by  the  Trade  Unions.  This  is 
a very  important  question.  In  London  the  position  is  this.  As  you  know,  we 
recently  had  a dispute.  For  many  years — for  nearly  a century — we  had  an  agree- 
ment between  the  organised  employers  and  the  various  sections  of  the  printing  trade ; 
hut  since  that  dispute  we  have  not  secured  an  agreement,  although  very  nearly  as 
many  of  the  printing  firms  in  London  are  employing  our  members  as  there  were 
prior  to  the  dispute.  The  Government  shelter  themselves  behind  the  fact  that  we 
have  broken  the  agreement.  We  want  it  to  be  defined  that  a house  or  a firm  is  only 
fair  when  it  is  recognised  by  all  the  Trade  Unions  having  members  working  there. 
We  understand  a fair  firm  to  be  a firm  which  recognises  the  wages  and  conditions 
agreed  upon  by  the  Trade  Unions,  and  that  should  be  put  as  a test  question  to  every 
candidate  for  Parliament.  And  not  only  that.  To  get  a reply  from  a Parliamentary 
candidate  may  mean  very  little ; but  if  you  can  publish  his  reply,  and  get  it  into  the 


TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS. 


187 


Press,  saying  that  Mr.  So-and-So  has  agreed  that  Government  contracts  should  only 
be  given  to  those  firms  which  are  recognised  as  being  fair  by  tho  Trade  Unions,  it 
will  be  very  difficult  for  that  man.  in  Parliament,  if  he  should  bo  elected,  to  got 
behind  his  promise  after  it  has  been  published  in  cold  print.  I do  not  wish  to  deal 
with  this  question  at  any  great  length.  There  may  bo  others  able  to  deal  with  it 
more  satisfactorily.  But  I commend  the  resolution  to  the  hearty  support  of  Congress. 

Mr.  E.  Friend  (Bookbinders) : I second  the  resolution.  It  is  gratifying  to 
observe  the  great  interest  that  is  being  taken  in  this  question  of  the  insertion  of  tho 
Trade  Union  principle  in  Government  contracts.  We  want  to  keep  on  with  this 
agitation  until  that  principle  really  has  entered  into  the  Government  Fair  Wage 
Clause,  and  I think  the  Parliamentary  Committee  might  give  us  more  support  in 
future  than  they  have  done  in  the  past.  The  Printing  Federation  interviews 
Members  of  Parliament  and  so  on,  but  we  are  not  successful  in  getting  the  Trade 
Union  principle  inserted,  although  we  have  done  our  best  in  that  direction.  Our 
efforts  would  be  considerably  strengthened  if  we  had  more  assistance  from  the 
Parliamentary  Committee.  We  want  to  get  our  Trade  Union  principle  planted  on 
the  fair  list.  I know  of  firms  where  the  workmen  are  told  that  they  can  either 
leave  the  union  or  lose  their  job,  and  we  contend  that  no  Government  contract,  or 
any  contract  from  a public  body,  should  find  its  way  into  establishments  of  that  kind. 
I say  frankly,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  we  are  not  out  here  making  improvements  and 
securing  advances  for  men  who  will  not  belong  to  their  unions.  A firm  ought  not 
to  be  allowed  to  have  contracts  that  allows  its  men  to  keep  out  of  the  unions  if  they 
desire  to  do  so.  It  would  be  the  best  thing  possible  for  us  to  get  the  Trade  Union 
principle  established  through  the  fair  list ; and  those  unions  that  have  not  got  a fair 
list  had  better  get  one  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Howes  (Printing  Machine  Managers)  : I desire  to  support  this 
resolution,  which  is  strictly  in  accord  with  the  principle  of  Trade  Unionism  and  the 
policy  of  this  Congress.  I hope  the  Parliamentary  Committee  will  see  their  wav  clear 
to  use  their  influence  with  the  candidates,  to  whatever  side  of  politics  they  may  belong, 
to  see  that  these  Government  contracts  are  executed  on  Trade  Union  lines.  We  in 
the  Printing  Trade  Federation  have  made  up  our  minds  to  give  a stiff  heckling  to  the 
candidates  for  Parliamentary  or  municipal  honours  who  refuse  to  give  a direct 
affirmative  to  our  question  as  to  whether  they  will  do  their  best  to  secure  the  placing 
of  Government  contracts  in  fair  houses.  That  is  the  only  way  we  can  deal  with  the 
matter  at  present. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

ADDITION  TO  STANDING  ORDER  NO.  12. 

Mr.  H.  Skinner  (Typographical  Association)  moved  the  following  addition  to 
Standing  Order  No.  12  : — 

When  the  Congress  has,  by  resolution  at  three  successive  annual  meetings,  made  a 
declaration  in  favour  of  a general  policy  or  principle,  no  motion  having  for  its  object 
the  reaffirmation  of  such  policy  or  principle  shall  appear  on  the  agenda  for  a period  of 
three  years  from  the  last  time  such  declaration  was  made,  except  such  resolutions  as  are, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  of  immediate  importance. 

He  said : I hope  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  say  much  in  favour  of  this  resolution. 
The  Typographical  Association  submitted  a similar  proposition  to  the  last  Labour 
Conference,  and  the  delegates  were  wise  enough  to  adopt  it ; and  I hope  this  Congress 
will  show  a similar  Wisdom.  We  feel  that  the  adoption  of  this  resolution  will  ensure 
the  saving  of  a considerable  amount  of  the  time  of  Congress.  At  present,  in  our 
opinion,  a good  deal  of  time  is  wasted  by  repeating  year  after  year  resolutions,  and 
debating  them,  that  are  expressions  of  opinion  or  declarations  of  policy  which,  once 
passed,  might  very  well  stand  upon  the  record  of  Congress  for  at  least  three  years 
Without  further  discussion.  Most  of  us  know  what  happens,  under  existing 
arrangements,  towards  the  end  of  Congress.  A number  of  resolutions  are  rushed 
through,  and  taken  very  little  interest  in ; and  the  time  that  is  thus  taken  up  might 
more  profitably  be  spent  upon  questions  of  a general  character  affecting  the  whole 
movement  rather  than  with  questions  of  a sectional  character  affecting  only  a few. 
A good  many  of  these  resolutions  upon  the  agenda  record  what  has  been  done  before. 
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and  might  very  well  be  taken  for  granted  by  being  placed  upon  the  record  as  we 
suggest. 

Mr.  C.  Whitmore  (Typographical  Association) : I second  this  resolution  because 
I believe,  and  I am  sure  this  Congress  will  agree,  that  there  is  altogether  too  little 
time  given  to  the  very  valuable  discussions  that  arise  during  the  closing  stages  of  the 
proceedings ; and  it  is  not  right  that  time  should  be  wasted  in  discussions  upon 
subjects  concerning  which  the  Congress  is  agreed.  We  have  to  hear  speech  after 
speech,  time  and  time  again,  delivered  on  one  proposition.  This  resolution  will  avoid 
that  sort  of  thing,  and  I hope  Congress  will  adopt  it. 

Mr.  A.  Grundy  (Carters)  : I hope  this  Congress  will  not  pass  this  resolution. 
I sincerely  trust  we  are  not  going  to  stultify  ourselves  by  excluding  questions  simply 
because  they  may  not  seem  important  to  certain  individuals.  I have  had  the  honour, 
for  nine  or  ten  years,  to  bring  questions  to  Congress  affecting  my  own  industry  ; and 
it  is  only  by  bringing  them  persistently  forward  that  we  can  hope  the  desired  change 
will  be  secured.  I think  it  would  be  very  foolish  to  adopt  this  principle  of  preventing 
societies  bringing  their  grievances  forward  to  this  Congress.  I am  not  going  to  take 
up  the  Congress  time  any  longer,  but  it  should  be  patent  to  every  intelligent  delegate 
that  it  is  most  undesirable  to  pass  a resolution  of  this  character. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Harvey  (Miners’  Federation)  : I hope  Congress  will  not  pass  this 
resolution.  History  proves  that  it  is  only  by  constant  agitation,  and  constant 
discussion  together  for  educative  purposes,  that  you  can  get  what  you  want.  Now, 
suppose  this  resolution  had  been  in  existence  as  a principle  when  the  eight-hour 
day  for  miners  was  under  discussion.  After  it  had  been  three  times  carried,  the 
question  would  have  been  shelved  for  three  years.  All  the  influence  of  this  Congress 
would  thereby  have  been  lost.  We  had  the  subject  discussed  in  our  county  branches 
for  20  years.  It  was  only  by  constantly  bringing  it  before  the  House  and 
proving  there  was  a necessity  for  it  that  we  got  the  Bill  through.  The  rules  of 
procedure  of  the  House  of  Commons,  moreover,  are  in  deadly  opposition  to  the 
principle  of  this  resolution.  We  are  successful  in  bringing  our  questions  before  the 
country  because  of  the  power  behind  them.  If  this  resolution  is  carried  all  business 
must  be  removed  from  the  agenda  after  it  has  been  agreed  to  at  three  successive 
Congresses.  I cannot  imagine  a more  ruinous  proposition  in  the  cause  of  the  workers. 
History  has  shown  that  by  constant  reiteration  and  educational  restatements  of  policy 
you  may  turn  hostility  into  approval. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Roberts  (Typographical  Association)  : This  is  a resolution  which 
stands  in  the  name  of  the  organisation  which  I represent  here,  and  I cannot  be 
expected  to  agree  with  my  friend  Harvey  in  his  opposition  to  it.  Sometimes  we 
agree,  and  sometimes  we  do  not ; and  I differ  from  him  in  his  description  of  this 
resolution  as  ridiculous  or  dangerous.  We  say  that  a resolution  which  has  been 
affirmed  for  three  years  shall  cease  to  appear  upon  the  Agenda  for  three  years ; but 
we  place  in  the  hands  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  the  power  to  determine 
whether  the  question  is  a live  one,  and  therefore  ought  to  secure  the  repeated  attention 
of  Congress.  Now,  after  a question  has  secured  the  approval  of  Congress  for  three 
years,  it  does  not  disappear ; it  is  placed  in  the  records,  and  appears  in  its 
programme.  Everyone  is  aware  that  much  valuable  time  of  Congress  is 
occupied  in  the  process  of  simply  confirming  things  that  have  appeared  upon 
the  agenda  year  after  year.  There  ought  to  be  a point,  in  our  judgment,  when 
Congress  could  say  the  principle  had  stood  the  test  of  discussion  and  had  been 
accepted,  and  it  was  no  longer  necessary  to  go  on  debating  it,  as  it  was  now  under- 
stood to  be  one  of  the  aims  of  Congress,  and  appeared  before  the  country  in  that 
way.  We  ought  also  to  acknowledge  that  it  is  necessary  to  give  more  attention  to  the 
national  aspect  of  our  movement.  This  morning  and  yesterday  we  have  had  debates 
of  first-rate  order ; but  the  opportunity  for  the  delegates  to  discuss  those  resolutions 
was  curtailed  because  the  agenda  was  overloaded  with  questions  that  are  always 
bound  to  receive  the  full  acquiescence  of  Congress.  We  want  to  make  Congress 
increasingly  a practical  and  valuable  body  ; and,  despite  what  my  friend  Harvey  has 
stated,  I think  this  resolution  marks  a progressive  tendency,  and  I therefore  hope  it 
will  be  carried. 

Mr.  E.  Friend  (Bookbinders) : This  is  a reactionary  resolution,  and  would 
prevent  the  smaller  unions  from  getting  their  grievances  ventilated.  The  miners’ 
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attitude  is  a rather  strange  one.  Their  resolution,  of  course,  was  even  worse  than 
this,  for  they  have  not  been  content  with  knocking  out  a subject  for  three  years, 
they  have  knocked  it  out  for  ever,  and  yet  the  miners  object  to  this  resolution. 
But  we  must  not  carry  this  kind  of  thing  any  further.  You  are  seeking  to  place 
too  much  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  when  you  give 
them  the  right  to  decide  as  to  the  importance  of  the  questions.  This  Congress 
is  the  body  to  exercise  that  power.  The  resolution  is  hopelessly  reactionary,  and 
I hope  it  will  be  defeated. 

Mr.  Will  Godfrey  (London  Carmen) : I hope  this  resolution  will  not  be 
carried,  because  our  respective  unions  feel  that  their  little  questions  are  as  of 
much  importance  as  the  big  questions  discussed  here.  The  big  questions  are  also 
discussed  for  many  years.  Our  organisations  believe  in  them,  and  the  delegates 
are  instructed  to  vote  against  or  in  favour  of  them,  but  the  matters  of  detail  are 
discussed  in  our  branches  and  at  the  Executive  Councils,  and  we  come  with  a 
mandate  to  bring  the  matters  before  this  Parliament  of  Labour,  because  we 
believe  they  are  of  great  importance  to  us.  Under  this  resolution  we  are  to  be 
shut  out  for  three  years.  If  this  is  carried  I am  of  opinion  that  the  various  unions 
having  these  questions  of  detail  will  say  through  their  Executive  Councils,  “ It 
is  useless  for  us  to  send  delegates  to  your  Congress  if  our  special  questions  cannot 
be  discussed.”  Therefore  you  will  have  a reduction  of  delegates.  We  consider,  as 
vehicle  workers,  that  our  questions  are  as  important  as  the  questions  of  education, 
Labour  representation  in  Parliament,  and  the  other  matters.  I hope  you  will 
reject  this  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Seddon  (Shop  Assistants)  : I agree  that  this  is  a.  most  insidious 
and  dangerous  proposal.  If  you  will  scan  over  the  Agenda  you  will  find  that 
something  like  two-thirds  of  the  resolutions  have  been  before  Congress  on  more 
than  three  occasions,  and  the  majority  of  them  come  from  small  societies,  who 
are  compelled  to  bring  their  questions  forward  year  after  year  if  they  are  to  gain 
the  support  of  Congress  to  influence  Parliamentary  opinion.  For  something  like 
16  years  this  Congress,  year  after  year,  unanimously  endorsed  the  demand  of  the 
shop  workers  for  something  like  reasonable  conditions  of  labour.  We  have  secured 
a half-holiday  by  legal  enactment  and  a reasonable  meal  hour,  and  we  should  have 
failed  in  our  demand  but  for  the  approval  of  this  Congress  and  its  moral  support. 
Therefore,  on  behalf  of  the  smaller  unions,  I appeal  to  the  larger  unions  not  to 
allow  this  to  go  forward,  because  if  you  do  it  will  be  the  beginning  of  the  end  of 
Congress.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  H.  Skinner  (Typographical  Association)  replied  as  follows : I want,  first 
of  all,  to  make  a slight  correction  in  the  wording  of  the  resolution.  The  second 
line  should  read,  ‘‘made  a declaration  in  favour  of  a general  policy  or  principle,” 
instead  of  ‘ ‘ of  principle.  ” In  answer  to  the  critics  of  this  proposal,  I contend 
that  they  have  not  made  their  case  out.  I quite  understand  the  attitude  of  the 
small  unions,  and  their  fear  that  they  may  not  be  able  to  get  adequate  help  for 
their  demands,  but  there  is  no  desire  to  be  unjust  towards  them  in  this  matter. 
We  only  want  Congress  to  be  made  more  effective,  and  I submit  that  if  this 
amendment  to  Standing  Orders  had  been  operating  before  this  Congress  we  should 
not  have  had  the  secular  solution  to  worry  us.  I cannot  help  thinking  that  if  Mr. 
Harvey  had  read  the  resolution  a good  deal  of  his  opposition  would  not  have 
been  made.  The  Parliamentary  Committee  is  given  the  power  to  decide  the  question 
of  elimination,  and  I am  prepared  to  trust  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  do 
the  right  thing  in  justice  to  the  small  unions.  Although  the  smaller  unions 
may  have  fears  as  to  what  may  happen  to  their  proposals  if  this  resolution  is 
carried,  I hope  the  other  unions  will  not  be  influenced  in  the  same  way. 

A card  vote  resulted  as  follows : — 


For  the  resolution  762,000 

Against  837,000 

Majority  against  75,000 


GENERAL  PURPOSES  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  D.  Gilmour  (Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee)  brought  up 
the  following  report : Delegates  might  take  up  their  Agendas.  On  page  10  there 
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appears  in  the  Miscellaneous  resolutions  two  dealing  with  the  Nationalisation 
Question,  and  on  page  34  there  is  another  dealing  with  the  Nationalisation  of 
Minerals,  Mines,  and  Railways.  These  three  resolutions,  all  dealing  with  the 
subject  of  Nationalisation,  have  been  substituted  by  a printed  resolution,  which 
will  be  put  upon  the  tables.  So  if  you  will  draw  your  pen  through  these  three 
resolutions,  that  will  cover  the  Nationalisation  Question,  which  you  relegated  to 
a Committee  yesterday.  Now,  the  Grouping  Committee’s  report  is  as  follows : 
The  first  question  referred  to  them  was  that  of  Industrial  Life  Insurance,  and  in 
connection  with  that  I must  refer  you  to  page  18  of  the  Agenda.  Resolution  31 
on  that  page,  from  the  Prudential  insurance  agents,  will  be  moved  as  it  appears 
cn  the  Agenda,  but  the  amendment  appearing  on  the  opposite  page,  in  the  name 
of  the  Royal  Liver  agents  and  employes,  has  been  withdrawn.  So  that  the 
Resolution  No.  31  will  be  duly  moved  by  Mr.  Jones,  of  the  Prudential  agents,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Toothill,  of  the  Machine  and  General  Labourers’  Union.  The 
next  question  is  on  page  20,  Hours  of  Labour.  The  report  on  this  matter  is  that 
all  the  resolutions  appearing  on  the  Agenda  under  the  heading  “ Hours  of  Labour  ” 
have  been  substituted  by  a printed  resolution,  which  will  appear  on  the  table 
to-morrow  morning.  Resolution  No.  5,  on  page  26,  from  the  Amalgamated  Union 
of  Clothiers’  Operatives,  raises  the  question  of  the  48-hour  week,  and  there  is  a 
similar  resolution  by  the  London  Society  of  Compositors  at  the  bottom  of  page  28 
(Resolution  No.  14).  We  have  endeavoured  to  get  these  two  societies  to  frame 
one  resolution  to  put  into  our  hands  immediately.  Then  there  are  the  resolutions 
concerning  “Wages  Questions,”  on  page  24.  Resolution  No.  1,  “Voluntary 
Agreements  to  be  Legally  Enforceable,”  is  to  be  moved  as  it  appears  on  the  Agenda. 
With  regard  t«  the  amendment  on  page  25  from  the  male  and  female  pottery 
workers,  the  Business  Committee  has  decided  that  this  is  not  an  amendment. 
It  is  a resolution,  and  should  have  been  sent  in  as  such,  and  it  should  be  rejected 
as  not  being  an  amendment.  Then,  continuing  with  the  “ Wages  Questions,” 
Resolutions  12  and  13,  on  page  28,  will  have  to  be  taken  separately  as  thdy  appear 
cn  the  Agenda.  They  are  not  included  in  the  special  printed  resolution,  because 
they  raise  distinctly  separate  points.  Then,  at  the  bottom  of  page  32  and  forward, 
there  are  resolutions  relating  to  the  National  Insurance  Act.  The  first  four 
resolutions,  and  the  two  amendments  at  the  top  of  the  opposite  page  from  the 
Typographical  Association,  are  covered  by  the  printed  resolution  which  will  appear 
on  the  tables.  There  is  a further  amendment  on  page  35  from  the  United  Pattern- 
makers, which  we  have  decided  is  not  an  amendment  to  No.  2 resolution  from  the 
Shipwrights.  The  Grouping  Committee  wanted  to  move  this  amendment  as  a 
separate  resolution,  but  we  have  decided  that  that  would  be  against  Standing 
Orders.  It  should  have  been  sent  in  as  a separate  resolution,  and  cannot  be 
accepted  as  an  amendment.  Nor  can  it  now  be  accepted  as  a resolution,  not 
having  been  sent  in  at  the  proper  time.  The  remaining  two  resolutions  (Nos.  5 
and  6),  relating  to  the  National  Insurance  Act,  deal  with  the  application  of 
medical  benefits  to  Ireland,  and  we  think  these  two  societies  should  meet  and 
agree  to  a composite  resolution,  and  we  will  have  it  on  the  tables  to-morrow.  That 
finishes  the  report  of  the  Grouping  Committee.  The  General  Purposes  Committee 
recommend  that  Standing  Orders  be  suspended  to-morrow  forenoon  at  11  o’clock,  to 
take  up  an  urgent  resolution  regarding  the  action  of  the  Prudential  and  other 
insurance  companies  in  relation  to  the  Health  Insurance  Act.  The  resolution  is 
to  the  effect  that  Congress  emphatically  protests  against  the  unscrupulous  tactics 
of  the  insurance  companies  in  conspiring  with  numbers  of  the  employers  to  prevent 
the  workers  from  joining  the  Trade  Union  approved  societies,  and  by  such  action 
defeating  the  intentions  of  Parliament  and  turning  the  Act  into  a means  of 
alienating  the  Trade  Unionists  from  their  own  unions.  The  resolution  will  be 
moved  by  Mr.  John  Ward  and  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  N.  Bell.  We  further  recommend 
that,  when  Standing  Orders  have  been  suspended  at  11  o’clock,  you  should  hear  a 
brief  statement  from  the  chairman  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  in  relation 
to  a complaint  against  one  of  the  railway  companies  for  refusing  absence  of  leave 
to  a delegate  for  the  purpose  of  attending  this  Congress. 

The  President  : Before  you  accept  this  report  from  the  General  Purposes 
Committee  I want  to  draw  your  attention  to  an  important  fact  as  regards  the 
time-table.  On  Thursday  morning  we  have  to  hear  the  fraternal  delegates,  and 
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if  you  are  going  to  suspend  Standing  Orders  at  11  o’clock  you  will  only  have  half- 
an-hour  for  the  discussion  of  these  special  matters.  The  Parliamentary  Committee 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that-,  in  consequence  of  there  being  two  fraternal 
delegates  from  America,  as  well  as  Mr.  Ramsay  Macdonald,  Mr.  Appleton,  and 
the  fraternal  delegate  representing  the  Wholesale  Co-operative  Society,  and  a 
Russian  delegate,  the  space  of  half-an-hour  is  quite  inadequate  for  the  disposal  of 
this  part  of  the  business.  There  are  practically  six  speeches  to  be  delivered, 
presents  to  be  offered,  and  votes  of  thanks  to  be  tendered.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, therefore,  we  were  going  to  suggest  that  the  fraternal  delegates  should 
commence  at  11  o’clock.  I think  we  could  accept  all  the  recommendations  of  the 
General  Purposes  Committee  if  Mr.  Gilmour  would  agree  to  10-30  a.m.,  instead 
of  11  a.m.,  as  the  hour  for  the  suspension  of  Standing  Orders  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Gilmour  (Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee) : Certainly, 
we  can  agree  to  that. 

All  the  recommendations  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  were  thereupon 
accepted  by  Congress,  subject  to  the  understanding  that  Standing  Orders  should 
be  suspended  at  10-30  on  Thursday  morning  instead  of  at  11  o’clock. 

REPORT  UPON  TRADE  AGREEMENTS. 

Mr.  Ben  Tillett  (London  Dockers)  moved : — 

In  view  of  the  necessity  for  some  drastic  action  being  taken  with  refer- 
ence to  forms  of  Arbitration  and  Conciliation  Boards  between  employers  and 
employes  in  each  trade,  and  reference  being  made  to  State  compulsory  arbitra- 
tion, this  Congress  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  prepare  a report 
and  recommendation  as  to  the  basis  of  such  conciliation  and  arbitration  and 
trade  agreements,  to  be  presented  at  the  next  Annual  Congress. 

He  said  : There  appears  to  be  some  misapprehension  in  the  minds  of  the  miners 
with  respect  to  this  proposal.  During  many  past  Congresses  we  have  brought  the 
position  to  the  Trade  Unions  for  their  consideration.  We  have  pointed  out  that 
unless  this  Congress  of  workers  jointly  undertook  to  organise  some  scheme  of 
defence  by-and-by  you  would  deeply  regret  it.  Year  in  and  year  out  we  have 
endeavoured  to  remind  this  Congress  that  they  had  to  face  a situation  whereby 
the  employers  would  force  their  own  terms  upon  them.  We  have,  under  Govern- 
ment auspices,  a Labour  Department  whose  powers  are  not  defined,  and  there 
are  powers  under  the  Home  Office.  Moreover,  we  have  lately  been  blessed  with 
an  Industrial  Council,  with  a panel  of  employers  and  employes’  representatives, 
but  in  regard  to  all  these  bodies  the  Trade  Union  movement  itself  has  not  been 
consulted,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  throughout  the  coming  year 
the  situation  will  be  any  different  in  this  respect.  The  governing  classes,  the 
capitalists,  have  promoted  a measure  affecting  the  miners  which,  I think,  has 
set  up  a dangerous  precedent,  and  against  which  Congress  has  protested  again 
and  again.  For  my  own  part  I do  not  care  what  is  done  so  long  as  we  know  as 
Trade  Unionists  the  whole  meaning  that  is  carried  into  the  various  schemes  pro- 
moted by  the  Government.  That  Industrial  Council  has  more  power  than  it  ought 
to  have,  and  you  cannot  expect  the  capitalists  to  assist  the  Government,  or  the 
Government  to  carry  out  the  behest  of  the  capitalists,  unless  it  is  with  a view 
to  putting  us  down.  I am  not  asking  you  to  commit  yourselves  to  a principle. 
I am  asking  you  to  demand  that  data  shall  be  supplied  from  the  literature  of 
this  Congress,  so  that  every  Trade  Union  official  and  Trade  Unionist  in  the 
country  may  have  a chance  of  knowing  what  the  Government  is  driving  at.  The 
tendency  at  the  present  moment,  in  consequence  of  the  miners'  strike  and  the 
transport  workers’  strike  and  the  strike  of  railway  servants,  on  the  part  of  the 
employers  is  to  take  you  by  force  without  consultation.  So  sure  as  you  neglect 
to  understand  what  the  governing  classes  are  doing,  so  sure  are  they  going  to  take 
advantage  of  you.  I am  positive  that  every  four  out  of  any  five  delegates  here 
do  not  realise  the  power  the  Government  already  possesses,  while  the  workers  on 
their  side  have  no  real  power.  When  the  transport  workers  asked  the  Cabinet 
to  help  them  the  Committee  of  the  Cabinet  sympathised  with  them  with  tears  in 
their  eyes  and  said  they  could  do  nothing.  We  went  to  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
they  could  do  nothing,  so  we  got  two  nothings.  And  we  went  to  the  Home  Secretary, 
and  we  could  get  nothing  from  him.  I am  not  going  to  blame  the  Liberal 
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Government ; the  Tory  Government  may  be  as  bad,  but  I hardly  think  they  could 
be  worse.  I do  want  you  to  understand  what  our  experience  was,  in  spite  of  the 
machinery  the  Government  is  supposed  to  possess,  when  we  went  on  strike  for 
the  honourable  payment  of  our  wages.  The  Attorney-General,  the  Home  Secretary, 
Mr.  Lloyd  George,  and  Mr.  Asquith  had  no  power  over  the  employers. 

A Delegate  : We  don’t  want  them  to  have  the  power. 

Mr.  Ben  Tillett  : Of  course  not,  but  I want  you  to  understand  where  you  are 
in  this  matter.  In  every  real  sort  of  fight  all  the  machinery  of  conciliation  and  the 
powers  of  control  are  as  nothing.  They  don’t  count,  and  the  employer  can  refuse, 
as  he  did  in  our  case,  to  pay  the  wages  agreed  upon.  And  what  were  the  terms  of 
settlement  ? That  the  men  themselves  and  their  representatives  should  have 
access  to  the  accounts,  but  we  did  not  even  get  the  accounts,  let  alone  have  access 
to  them.  And  you  have  got  to  remember  that  when  the  Port  of  London  Authority 
and  the  shipowners  defied  the  Government,  and  our  settlement  was  signed  by  Mr. 
Winston  Churchill,  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  Mr.  John  Burns,  and  Sir  George  Askwith 
— it  was  signed  by  these  dignitaries  and  officials,  and  I have  no  word  to  say  against 
them — it  turned  out  that  the  Government  Departments  had  no  real  power,  and  we 
were  made  to  suffer  as  a consequence.  I want  you  to  go  into  the  whole  question  and 
endeavour  to  understand  what  it  all  means.  The  Parliamentary  Committee,  in 
presenting  the  Government  side  of  conciliation,  and  explaining  the  meaning  of  the 
resources  and  powers  of  the  Labour  - Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  will  be 
rendering  good  service  to  the  Labour  movement.  I know  a good  many  of  the 
delegates  thought  our  strike  was  one  of  mere  passion.  But,  as  a matter  of  fact, 
our  people  have  been  robbed  of  thousands  of  pounds — half-a-million  is  the  sum 
estimated — and  although  we  went  to  this  Board  of  Trade  and  these  officials  of  the 
Government,  we  had  to  put  up  a ten  weeks’  fight  as  a protest  against  the  dishonesty 
of  the  employers  who  dishonoured  their  agreements.  I want  us  to  know  what  the 
powers  of  the  Government  mean,  and  what  powers  we  possess.  That  is  all  I want, 
and  we  want  the  active  support  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  let  us  know 
where  we  are. 

Mr.  J.  Burns  (Hull  Dockers) : I have  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  resolu- 
tion of  Comrade  Tillett.  I was  in  doubt  myself  when  I first  read  the  resolution 
as  to  whether  we  were  committing  ourselves  to  some  form  of  compulsory  arbitration 
or  conciliation,  but  I am  glad  to  know  that  it  is  proposed  with  the  idea  of  getting 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  proposals  of  the  Government. 
We  have  also  had  tremendous  difficulty  in  focussing  our  forces  upon  the  recognition 
of  agreements,  and  I do  not  think  there  is  any  body  of  workers  in  the  country 
that  has  so  much  trouble  in  this  direction  as  the  representatives  of  the  dock 
workers.  I have  had  the  same  sort  of  thing  to  contend  with.  We  have  made 
agreement  after  agreement.  We  have  gone  to  our  men  and  told  them  we  have 
won  this  position  and  that  position,  and  we  have  subsequently  found  it  impossible 
to  enforce  our  agreement,  and  we  think  it  is  time  that  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee took  this  matter  into  its  consideration  and  reported  to  Congress. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Harvey  (Miners’  Federation) : On  behalf  of  the  Miners’  Federation 
of  Great  Britain  we  have  to  oppose  this  resolution.  In  its  present  shape  it  is  a 
dangerous  proposition,  but  if  the  framers  could  leave  out  the  first  portion  of  it 
we  could  support  it.  I want  you  to  read  this  resolution  carefully  and  see  what 
it  means.  It  reads  : “In  view  of  the  necessity  for  some  drastic  action  being 

taken  with  reference  to  forms  of  Arbitration  and  Conciliation  Boards  between 
employers  and  employes  in  each  trade,  and  reference  being  made  to  State  com- 
pulsory arbitration.”  In  the  first  place,  it  states  there  is  a necessity  which  we  do 
not  admit.  The  miners  do  not  admit  the  necessity,  but  they  see  in  this  demand 
an  admission  which  is  contrary  to  all  the  principles  that  have  governed  them  for 
many  years.  Then  my  friend  Mr.  Tillett  has  made  reference  to  the  miners  and 
the  minimum  wage  question.  Does  he  know  that  we  never  approached  the 
Government,  or  asked  the  Government  to  interfere,  or  lobbied  the  Government  ? 
(Hear,  hear.)  His  position  and  ours  are  quite  different.  They  did  go  to  the 
Government,  but  we  never  went  to  them.  We  never  asked  them  to  interfere. 
Nor  is  it  fair  to  say  that  the  employers,  in  our  case,  appealed  to  the  Government. 
Who  was  it,  then  ? It  was  the  nation  that  appealed  to  the  Government,  and 
there  was  a feeling  that  something  must  be  done  to  stop  the  coal  strike.  And  then 
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there  are  the  words  “ something  drastic  ” in  tho  resolution.  Can  anyone  imagine 
a stronger  word  being  used  ? A drastic  action  is  to  be  taken^  and  wo  have 
had  no  definition  of  what  it  means.  The  mover  of  the  resolution  has  carefully 
avoided  telling  us  the  nature  of  the  “ necessity  ” or  the  meaning  of  “ drastic 
action,”  and  I say  there  are  three  words  which,  when  carefully  considered  in 
relation  to  the  resolution,  make  it  impossible  for  any  Trade  Union  organisation 
to  accept  the  proposal.  “Necessity,”  “drastic,”  “compulsion” — what  worse 
could  you  have  ? If  they  were  to  be  passed  by  this  Congress  they  would  give  a 
handle  to  the  employers  and  to  everyone  opposed  to  our  movement  to  say,  “ By 
law  you  are  going  to  have  compulsory  arbitration,  and  you  will  have  to  put  up 
with  the  awards.”  It  has  been  declared  in  Australia  that  compulsory  arbitration 
is  an  absolute  failure.  I have  in  my  possession  six  letters  to  that  effect  from 
prominent  men  in  Australia.  If  what  Mr.  Tillett  has  said,  and  what  he  has  stated, 
is  all  he  requires,  then  let  him  drop  the  first  part  of  his  resolution,  and  the 
acceptance  of  the  second  part  by  this  Congress  will  give  him  all  he  wants. 

Mr.  Ben  Tillett  : I am  quite  prepared  to  accept  that. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Harvey  : Then  my  opposition  is  withdrawn,  and  I hope  you  will 
succeed  in  getting  it  passed. 

Mr.  W.  Brace  (Miners’  Federation) : I must  strongly  object  to  this  Congress 
coming  to  any  conclusion  which  is  going  to  leave  it  open  to  the  Government  and 
to  the  country  to  say  that  this  Trades  Union  Congress,  as  the  representative  of 
organised  Labour,  is  departing  from  its  great  decisions  year  by  year.  Mr.  Tillett 
this  morning  has  made  an  entirely  different  speech  on  this  subject  to  those  he  has 
formally  made ; and  I tell  him  quite  frankly  that  he  is  very  suspect  on  this  question. 
He  has  been  cooing  as  softly  as  any  sucking  dove!  (Loud  laughter.)  He  wants  to 
get  the  Congress  to  ask  for  reports.  Reports  for  what?  Reports  to  consider  the 
question  of  compulsory  arbitration  ? Have  we  not  been  told  in  the  House  of  Commons 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  in  the  coming  Session,  if  time  will  allow, 
to  create  such  machinery  as  will  be  necessary  to  prevent  anything  in  the  nature  of 
a large  cessation  of  work  by  strike  or  lockout  ? No  man  should  be  allowed  to  decide 
that  but  the  workers  themselves.  I am  never  willing  to  be  a party  to  refuse  the  right 
of  our  men  to  cease  work  in  defence  of  the  rights  of  Labour,  much  as  I dislike  strikes. 
Mr.  Tillett  has  been  saying  that  the  Government  has  no  power.  That  is  certainly 
what  we  have  been  saying  the  Government  ought  not  to  have.  If  you  give  the 
Government  power  to  compel  capital,  as  was  asked  for  in  the  case  of  the  dock 
strike,  you  must  also  give  the  Government  the  power  to  compel  labour.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Are  you  going  willingly  to  let  this  suggestion  of  compulsory  arbitration  pass 
unchallenged?  This  Congress  must  not  adjourn  without  placing  it  upon  record 
in  some  form  or  other  that,  while  it  will  not  object  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
securing  all  necessary  information,  it  must  not  be  understood  by  the  Government  or 
the  nation  that  organised  Labour  is  prepared,  in  any  shape  or  form,  to  accept 
the  principle  of  compulsory  arbitration  or  conciliation.  It  is  because  I am  afraid 
that  Parliament  may  be  called  upon  to  face  this  issue  before  our  next  Congress 
that  I want  this  Congress  to  declare  itself  on  the  subject  before  it  adjourns.  Sir 
George  Askwith  has  gone  to  Canada  with  Mr.  Isaac  Mitchell,  to  inquire  into  the 
working  of  compulsory  arbitration  and  conciliation;  and  on  their  return  they  will 
report,  and  the  Government  may  act.  What  is  to  be  our  attitude?  I stand 
four-square,  as  always,  against  compulsory  arbitration  or  conciliation.  I am  against 
strikes,  because  they  constitute  a barbaric  method  for  the  settlement  of  disputes; 
but  I will  never  allow  our  men  to  be  placed  in  the  position  that  they  will  not  have 
the  power  to  cease  work.  Gentlemen,  the  Newport  Congress  of  1912  is  faced  with  a 
great  crisis;  and,  despite  what  may  be  urged  by  Mr.  Tillett,  who  is  a willing 
advocate  of  oompulsory  arbitration,  do  not  let  it  go  forth  that  you  have  departed 
from  your  ancient  principles,  but  permit  us  to  retain  the  right  in  Parliament,  in 
your  name,  to  tell  the  Government  that  we  are  against  compulsory  arbitration 
as  much  as  ever.  (Cheers.) 

The  President  : Mr.  Tillett  has  agreed  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  first  part 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  R.  Smillie  (Miners’  Federation)  : We  object  to  that  very  strongly. 

The  President  : Then  it  will  have  to  go  to  the  vote  as  it  is.  (Hear,  hear.) 
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Mr.  J.  Wignall  (Swansea  Dockers) : I want  to  utter  my  most  emphatic 
protest  against  the  speech  of  our  friend  Brace,  because  he  knows  very  well  that 
it  is  to  a large  extent  very  misleading.  Mr.  Tillett  has  been  compared  to  almost 
everything  in  this  world,  but  it  has  been  left  to  Mr.  Brace  to  compare  him  to  the 
“ sucking  dove.”  (Laughter.)  But  I think  Mr.  Tillett  is  at  least  to  he  congratulated 
upon  the  courage  of  his  convictions ; and  if  he  had  wanted  to  bring  a resolution 
forward  in  favour  of  compulsory  arbitration,  he  would  have  done  so,  without  con- 
sulting Mr.  Brace  or  anyone  else.  He  would  have  been  as  courageous  to-day  as 
he  was  ten  years  ago.  But  surely  it  is  a new  phase  of  the  controversy  for  it  to  be 
suggested  that  Mr.  Tillett  is  trying  to  deceive  the  Congress,  that  he  wants  you  to 
vote  for  something  that  he  has  not  in  his  mind  at 'all.  I think  we  ought  to  accept 
his  statement.  We  are  his  colleagues.  We  know  the  resolution — what  it  was 
intended  for,  what  it  applies  to,  and  what  is  expected  to  result  from  it — and  we 
are  convinced  that  there  is  no  intention  of  bringing  this  question  of  compulsory 
arbitration  before  Congress  on  this  occasion.  But  if  the  matter  is  so  vitally  impor- 
tant, and  the  Miners’  Federation,  as  voiced  by  Mr.  Brace,  is  so  hotly  opposed  to  it, 
and  so  seriously  looking  forward  to  this  terrible  thing  coming  about,  and  they  want 
the  Congress  of  Newport  to  utter  its  emphatic  protest  against  any  intention  of  the 
Government  in  this  direction,  surely,  Mr.  Brace,  in  the  inner  circle,  with  his 
knowledge  of  what  is  coming,  ought  to  have  had  the  foresight  to  place  upon  the 
Agenda  a drastic  resolution  against  the  Government.  Brace,  my  boy,  you  are  too 
slow,  not  for  a miner  but  for  a blessed  undertaker ! (Loud  laughter.)  It  is  all 
very  well  to  say  this  is  meant  and  that  is  meant,  and  we  must  be  prepared.  Why 
have  you  not  got  the  thing  upon  the  Agenda,  so  that  you  might  let  us  know  where 
we  are? 

The  President  : One  minute  more,  Mr.  Wignall ! 

Mr.  Wignall  : I am  sorry  for  that.  I was  just  beginning  to  warm  up  Brace, 
and  I want  to  rub  it  in.  (Laughter.)  We  are  not  afraid  of  the  issue,  and  Mr. 
Brace  knows  perfectly  well  that  the  issue  will  have  to  be  faced.  Whatever  the 
intentions  of  the  Government  may  be,  we  ought  to  know  them  immediately;  and  we 
expect  the  members  of  the  Labour  Party  to  let  us  know  all  they  do  know  on 
this  subject.  Let  them  come  here  and  talk  of  something  that  is  going  to  happen. 
We  ought  to  know  what  we  are  talking  about ; and  if  the  Government  is  going 
to  introduce  a Bill,  there  should  be  a special  Congress  to  deal  with  it.  Let  us 
come  here  with  a specific  plan  and  deal  with  it  openly,  and  not  suggest  that  Tillett 
is  getting  at  it  by  a side-issue,  and  does  not  mean  what  he  says. 

ivir.  o . Havelock  Wilson  (Sailors  and  Firemen) : I thought  we  were  here 
to  discuss  this  question  without  passion,  and  I hope  I have  not  displayed  any 
passion.  Every  year  this  resolution  has  been  brought  into  this  Congress,  and 
I have  voted  steadily  against  it ; but  on  this  occasion  I am  going  to  vote  steadily  for 
it.  I will  tell  you  my  reason.  I have  been  out  in  New  Zealand  and  Australia, 
and  I have  had  ample  opportunity  for  inquiring  into  the  question  of  compulsory 
arbitration,  and  watching  its  effect  in  those  countries.  After  giving  the  matter 
careful  consideration,  I am  bound  to  say  that  I have  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  compulsory  arbitration  now  in  force  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand  might  with 
great  advantage  be  applied  to  this  country.  I believe  statements  have  been 
made  this  morning  that  the  Act  has  broken  down  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand. 
I want  to  give  that  assertion  an  emphatic  denial.  Let  me  tell  Mr.  Harvey  that 
there  are  in  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  just  as  there  are  here,  leaders  and  leaders. 
There  are  men  who  go  before  the  Arbitration  Court,  and  they  have  no  more  idea 
of  what  they  are  going  for  than  the  Man  in  the  Moon.  They  go  with  their  case 
badly  prepared,  with  the  result  that  they  generally  come  off  badly.  On  the  other 
hand,  wherever  you  find  the  men  with  capable  leaders,  who  will  take  the  trouble 
to  prepare  their  case,  in  nine  times  out  of  every  ten  the  unions  concerned  come  out 
on  top.  That  was  my  experience  of  this  business  in  Australia.  Everyone  in  this 
Congress  probably  knows  that  I have  taken  up  a strong  stand  against  Mr.  Tillett 
at  previous  Congresses ; but ' I think  he  is  a good  man  who  is  prepared  to  admit 
that  he  has  been  converted  to  a principle  which  formerly  he  did  not  believe  in. 
Surely,  because  we  did  so  and  so  last  year,  it  ought  not  to  be  good  enough  this 
year.  I could  cite  any  number  of  cases  where  the  unions  in  Australia  are  well 
organised,  and  have  capable  officials,  they  have  done  magnificiently  under  the 
Compulsory  Arbitration  Act.  Take  the  case  of  the  seamen.  They  have  been  under 
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the  Compulsory  Arbitration  Act  from  its  introduction.  Tho  seamen  in  Australia 
are  getting  £10  a month,  against  £5  a month  in  this  country ; and  they  are 
working  to  an  eight-hour  day.  They  have  three  watches  in  tho  24  hours,  as  against 
two  watches  in  our  case.  And  this  has  been  done  by  the  ability  of  the  men  to  put 
their  case  before  the  arbitrator  in  a-  proper  manner.  In  Now  Zealand,  there  is  some 
feeling  against  the  judge,  but  not  in  Australia.  In  New  Zealand,  the  judge  is  a little 
bit  prejudiced ; but  wherever  the  unions  go  before  even  that  judge  with  their  case 
well  prepared,  they  have  nothing  to  complain  of,  and,  generally  speaking,  tho  men 
who  come  off  badly  are  those  who  do  not  have  a good  case,  or  have  it  badly 
prepared. 

The  President  : This  debate  now  stands  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning, 
when  Mr.  Ward  and  Mr.  Gosling  will  resume  the  discussion. 

Congress  adjourned,  at  12-30,  until  9-30  a.m.  on  Thursday. 


FOURTH.  DAY. 


THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER  5th. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  9-30  a.m.  prompt,  and  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  day’s  proceedings  were  read  and  confirmed. 

report  upon  trade  agreements.— resumed  debate. 

Discussion  was  resumed  on  the  resolution  of  the  Dock,  Wharf,  and  Riverside 
Workers  concerning  trade  agreements,  which  was  under  consideration  when  Congress 
rose  on  Wednesday  afternoon. 

Mr.  John  Ward  (Navvies) : Congress  must  not  be  prejudiced  by  previous 
decisions  on  this  question,  because  it  is  coming  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House  of  Commons  in  a few  months.  I hope  the  delegates  will  not  be  afraid  of 
discussing  this  question  on  account  of  the  rather  sinister  Bill  brought  in  by  Mr.  Will 
Crooks  with  all  kinds  of  pains  and  penalties.  We  have  an  entirely  new  situation  to 
deal  with.  At  past  Congresses  we  have  passed  resolutions  unanimously  against  any 
form  of  State  interference  with  disputes  in  the  shape  of  compulsory  arbitration 
and  conciliation,  and  yet  what  happens  ? The  moment  we  go  back  to  our  business 
as  Trade  Union  officials,  and  a great  dispute  takes  place,  we  immediately  proceed 
to  give  the  lie  to  the  decisions  of  this  Congress  and  ask  the  Government  to 
interfere.  We  cannot  go  on  in  that  double-handed  fashion.  We  might  say  that 
the  Government  ought  never  to  interfere  in  a Labour  dispute,  or  else  insist  upon 
it  being  done  in  a regularised  fashion.  Now,  it  is  quite  clear  that  if  any  dispute 
were  to  take  place  within  the  next  three  weeks  the  moment  Parliament  met  in 
October  we  should  have  the  same  demand  for  interference  from  the  Government. 
In  the  case  of  the  railway  dispute  the  House  was  asked  to  interfere,  and  in  the 
case  of  the  miners’  dispute  also.  In  the  latter  instance,  the  House  was  adjourned 
on  two  occasions. 

The  President  : One  minute  more. 

Mr.  John  Ward  immediately  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  H.  Gosling  (Watermen  and  Lightermen) : The  point  I want  to  make  is 
that  the  Transport  Workers’  Federation  have  definitely  declared  against  compulsory 
arbitration,  and  they  have  given  evidence  before  the  Industrial  Council  to  that 
effect.  But  what  we  are  concerned  about  is  the  second  part  of  the  resolution,  which 
asks  for  some  inquiry,  because  in  the  inquiry  that  was  held  before  Sir  Edward 
Clarke  it  was  clearly  proved  that  the  cause  of  the  last  dispute  in  London  was 
the  breaking  of  agreements.  In  one  of  the  many  instances,  the  difficulty  was  in 
enforcing  the  agreement  after  it  had  been  made  for  the  majority  of  the  trade. 
The  transport  workers  are  in  rather  a different  position  to  the  miners,  because 
in  our  case  you  cannot  have  a difficulty  or  a dispute  arising  without  it  affects 


196 


TEADES  UNION  CONGRESS. 


perhaps  100,000  men  immediately  of  all  different  trades.  I am  directly  affected 
in  this  matter.  We  had  an  agreement,  and  the  other  trades  in  trying  to  enforce 
the  agreement  got  into  difficulties  with  the  employers.  That  happens  always, 
and  the  furthest  that  we  have  gone  has  been  to  ask  that  when  agreements  are 
made  voluntarily  between  the  majority  on  both  sides  of  the  trade  some  means 
should  be  found  for  standardising  the  agreements  and  making  them  apply  to 
the  whole  of  the  trade.  Unless  something  of  that  kind  is  done  you  will  always  he 
having  transport  strikes.  The  whole  of  the  agreements  which  we  hold  now  are 
agreements  that  have  been  voluntarily  made,  and  our  difficulties  have  always 
arisen  from  trying  to  enforce  them  on  other  sections.  Mr.  Brace  says  Sir  George 
Askwith  has  gone  to  Canada,  and  will  come  back  with  information  to  place  before 
Parliament.  But  this  Congress  ought  to  be  able  to  meet  Sir  George  Askwith  by 
getting  information  on  its  own,  and  we  ought  to  be  able  to  tell  the  Government 
what  our  opinions  are  concerning  the  new  conditions  that  have  been  made.  We 
made  it  very  clear  to  the  Industrial  Council  that  this  Congress,  and,  therefore, 
we  ourselves  were  against  compulsory  arbitration,  but  it  is  not  sufficient  to  say 
you  are  against  compulsory  arbitration  and  then  to  sit  down.  You  have  to  say 
what  you  are  in  favour  of,  and  to  know  what  you  are  in  favour  of.  I think  you 
ought  to  instruct  the  Parliamentary  Committee  so  that  they  may  be  ready  when 
this  matter  comes  up  in  the  House  of  Commons.  I hope  the  suggestion  made  by 
Mr.  Harvey  yesterday  will  be  accepted,  and  that  the  latter  half  of  the  resolution, 
which  merely  asks  for  an  inquiry  and  does  not  pledge  Congress  to  anything,  will 
be  passed.  The  resolution  merely  asks  that  the  Parliamentary  Committee  should 
be  prepared  for  the  future,  and  I hope  the  President  will  be  able  to  see  his  way 
clear  to  allowing  the  resolution  to  be  divided  in  the  manner  suggested 

Mr.  J.  W.  Ogden  (Weavers) : I rise,  on  behalf  of  the  textile  workers,  to 
oppose  this  resolution  in  its  entirety.  We  settled  this  question  years  ago,  and 
settled  it  two  or  three  times  over.  There  is  an  implication  in  this  resolution 
that  we  have  not  all  the  information  necessary  to  enable  us  to  decide  upon  this 
question.  I do  not  know  what  we  shall  gain  by  further  inquiries.  We  have  got 
all  possible  information.  What  are  the  Parliamentary  Committee  going  to  discover 
in  the  way  of  information  that  is  not  already  in  our  possession  or  at  our  disposal  ? 
I pay  Mr.  Tillett  the  compliment  of  saying  that  I think  he  has  used  the  best 
possible  argument  at  this  Congress  and  in  previous  Congresses  in  support  of  this 
proposition,  but  his  argument  is  not  good  enough  to  make  us  tie  ourselves  to  the 
principle  of  this  resolution.  Only  a month  ago  the  textile  workers  met  in  con- 
ference at  Manchester  and  decided  unanimously  to  oppose  the  principle  of 
compulsory  arbitration.  What  are  we  to  gain  by  compulsory  arbitration  ? It 
would  certainly  tie  the  operatives  down,  but  it  would  leave  the  employers  absolutely 
free  to  do  what  they  have  always  done.  There  is  no  power  in  the  world  to  compel 
the  employer  to  run  his  mill  if  he  does  not  want  to  do  so.  In  the  cotton  trade, 
at  any  rate,  the  employer  can  stop  his  mill  for  a hundred  different  reasons.  He 
can  run  his  beams  out,  or  run  his  yarns  down,  or  allege  that  there  is  bad  trade 
and  stop  his  mill.  So  we  shall  be  no  gainers.  So  far  as  I can  gauge  the  temper  of 
the  operatives  of  Lancashire  Mr.  Tillett  may  use  what  arguments  he  likes,  but 
they  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  compulsory  arbitration.  We  have  succeeded 
in  getting  four  distinct  advances  in  wages,  and,  although  we  may  not  be  getting  all 
we  want,  we  are  certainly  managing  very  well  with  the  joint  rules  and  agreements 
with  the  employers.  What  is  wanted  to  improve  the  situation  in  any  industry 
is  a strong  combination,  and  when  they  get  more  members  and  money  they  will 
talk  less  about  compulsory  arbitration.  I hope  the  Congress  will  repudiate  this 
resolution.  It  is  an  insidious  method  of  making  us  decide  in  favour  of  something 
we  have  rejected  in  previous  Congresses.. 

Mr.  R.  Smillie  (Miners’  Federation)  : We  shall  vote  against  the  resolution. 
It  is  the  same  old  thing  in  different  clothing.  Despite  what  Mr.  Gosling  says,  I 
am  of  opinion,  after  listening  to  Mr.  Wilson’s  speech,  that  the  resolution  means 
compulsory  arbitration. 

Mr.  Ben  Tillett  : On  a point  of  order.  No  such  principle  is  contained  in  the 
resolution.  It  does  not  commit  the  Congress  to  any  principle.  I am  surprised  at 
Mr.  Smillie.  , , 

Mr.  R.  Smillie  : After  the  speech  of  Mr.  Wilson,  and  the  speech  which  Mr. 
John  Ward  would  have  made  if  something  had  not  happened,  will  not  the  whole 
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country  say  that  the  principle  of  arbitration  is  contained  in  this  resolution  if 
Congress  approves  of  it  ? 

Mr.  H.  Wilson  (Seamen  and  Firemen) : I meant  compulsory  arbitration. 

The  President:  There  is  no  doubt  as  to  what  you  meant.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  R.  Dent  (London  Compositors) : What  is  the  timo  of  Congress  being  wasted 
for  in  this  manner,  over  a resolution  that  nobody  seems  to  understand  ? 

The  President  : I am  going  to  appeal  to  Congress  directly. 

Mr.  R.  Smillie:  If  Mr.  Tillett  merely  wanted  an  inquiry,  then  a resolution 
to  that  effect  would  have  been  sufficient,  but  the  resolution  as  introduced — the 
portion  of  it  you  are  now  willing  to  withdraw— does  contain  the  principle  of 
compulsory  arbitration.  I would  very  much  have  liked  to  hear  Mr.  Ward  complete 
his  speech. 

Mr.  John  Ward  : I would  have  done  so,  but  I was  not  allowed. 

Mr.  R.  Smillie  : At  all  events,  I wish  he  had  finished  his  reference  to  the 
miners.  I repudiate  absolutely  and  entirely  the  suggestion  that,  officially  or  in 
any  other  way,  the  mining  industry,  in  any  way  or  in  any  particular,  approached 
the  Government  and  asked  for  interference.  More  than  that,  we  repudiated  the 
interference  of  the  Government.  Of  course,  we  recognise  that  Government  inter- 
ference, especially  if  they  bring  in  a Bill  and  make  it  an  Act  of  Parliament,  may 
become  compulsory  arbitration  to  some  extent.  But  when  they  have  proposed  to 
do  such  a thing  in  our  case  we  have  asked  the  Ministers,  “ In  the  event  of  the 
mineowners  shutting  down  their  mines,  what  are  you  prepared  to  do?”  and  they 
have  admitted  that  they  were  not  in  a position  to  do  anything.  We  are  against 
compulsory  arbitration.  We  are  in  favour  of  getting  all  the  information  possible, 
and  using  it  to  the  best  advantage,  but  I think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  to  get  any  information  it  wants  without  consulting  us. 

The  President  : We  have  already  had  ten  speakers  to  this  resolution.  You 
have  listened  to  Tillett,  Burn,  Harvey,  Brace,  Wignall,  Wilson,  Ward,  Gosling, 
Ogden,  and  Smillie.  Now  Mr.  Shaw  will  express  his  views,  and  after  that  I think 
I am  entitled  to  ask  Congress  to  come  to  the  vote. 

Mr.  W.  Naylor  (Miners’  Federation)  : I am  opposed  to  compulsory  arbitration. 
I want  to  ask  this,  that  as  the  part  of  the  resolution  dealing  with  compulsory 
arbitration  has  been  withdrawn 

The  President  : No,  it  has  not  been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  W.  Naylor  : It  was  withdrawn  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Harvey. 

The  President  : The  withdrawal  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Smillie.  I have  been 
appealed  to  by  a number  of  delegates  to  withdraw  the  first  part  of  the  resolution. 
Some  want  to  vote  for  the  whole  of  the  resolution  and  some  for  one-half  of  it, 
and  I shall  take  a vote  as  to  whether  Mr.  Tillett  shall  be  allowed  to  withdraw 
the  first  part  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  T.  Shaw  (Weavers)  : The  resolution  cannot  now  be  dissociated  from  the 
principle  of  compulsory  arbitration  after  the  discussion  that  has  taken  place  upon 
it.  The  argument  is  that  compulsory  arbitration  works  well  in  Australia  and  New 
Zealand.  Well,  Tillett  goes  to  Australia,  and  comes  back  declaring  that  the 
strike  is  like  a popgun  compared  with  a machine  gun.  Another  man  comes  back 
from  Australia  and  says  the  strike  is  the  only  thing  worth  having.  Whom  shall 
we  believe  ? The  poor  labourer,  who  has  not  had  the  opportunity  for  going  to 
Australia,  must  use  his  own  intelligence  and  decide  for  himself.  Compulsory 
arbitration  might  be  a success  in  Australia,  but  where  are  the  Australian  arbitrators 
drawn  from?  Australia  is  of  a totally  different  political  complexion  to  this 
country,  and  arbitration  in  our  case  would  reflect  that  difference  to  our  detriment. 
Our  arbitrators  would  be  drawn  from  Eton  and  Harrow,  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
where  the  students  are  taught  from  the  beginning  to  regard  the  workingman  as 
an  inferior  person,  a mere  hewer  of  wood  and  drawer  of  water  for  their  convenience. 
The  awards  of  the  arbitrators,  under  such  circumstances,  will  inevitably  be  in 
favour  of  those  who  hold  the  capital.  It  is  impossible  for  these  men  to  understand 
our  position.  They  can  no  more  understand  our  position  than  we  can  understand 
the  position  of  the  heathen,  and  so  long  as  we  are  in  the  position  that  the  arbitrators 
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will  be  drawn  from  these  classes,  so  long  will  arbitration  be  out  of  our  reach.  If 
we  had  the  same  opportunity  for  getting  an  arbitrator  drawn  from  the  ranks  of  the 
working  class,  who  would  prove  by  his  intelligence  and  capacity  that  he  could 
come  to  as  clear  a judgment  as  a public  school  or  university  man,  compulsory 
arbitration  might  be  put  in  force. 

The  President  : Mr.  Tillett,  do  you  feel  inclined  to  reply  ? 

Mr.  Ben  Tillett  : Well,  I think  it  is  rather  necessary.  I am  astounded  at  the 
stupidity,  I was  almost  going  to  say,  of  the  opponents  of  this  resolution.  Mr. 
Harvey,  when  the  resolution  was  explained  to  him,  accepted  my  position.  I 
say  that  unless  a person  wilfully  and  with  malice  reads  into  this  resolution  the 
principle  of  compulsory  arbitration  he  has  no  right  to  speak  upon  that  subject 
at  all,  and  the  opponents  have  assumed  that  I want  this  compulsory  arbitration. 
For  twelve  years  I have  told  you  that  the  governing  classes  would  do  it  if  you 
would  not,  and  they  are  going  to  do  it.  I do  not  want  to  help  them ; I am  going 
to  help  you.  I want  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  watch  the  Government  and 
see  what  they  are  doing.  Our  friend  Brace  has  called  me  a “ sucking  dove.” 
(Laughter.)  Well,  Brace  is  always  a roaring  lion  here,  but  when  he  is  outside, 
and  a fight  is  on,  he  is  a cooing  dove.  If  I coo  here  like  a dove,  at  all  events  I 
try  to  fight  like  a lion  outside.  I want  the  Congress  to  understand  that  the 
Government  is  taking  up  a dangerous  attitude.  I want  to  know  why  Sir  George 
Askwith  has  gone  to  Canada.  When  Shaw  says  I want  compulsory  arbitration, 
he  is  mistaken.  I am  warning  you  against  it.  I have  been  warning  you  for  twelve 
years,  but  you  have  been  so  wise,  and  there  has  been  so  much  flapdoodle  about 
strikes.  I have  fought  more  strikes  than  Brace  has  ever  thought  about,  and  if  I 
had  the  power  I would  fight  against  the  Government.  Mr.  Harvey  says  there  is 
a distinction  between  the  transport  workers  and  the  miners.  He  is  right.  The 
Government  are  the  responsible  owners  of  the  London  Docks ; the  Port  of  London 
is  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  I am  glad  to  know  that  the  miners 
did  not  go  crawling  to  the  Government.  Neither  did  the  transport  workers,  Mr. 
Harvey  and  Mr.  Brace.  We  went  there  demanding  that  the  Ministers  should 
insist  upon  our  agreements  being  honoured.  I am  surprised  at  the  perversity  of 
those  who  have  criticised  us.  I have  heard  our  friend  Havelock  Wilson,  and  I 
am  glad  he  is  reformed.  I do  not  want  to  make  this  a question  as  to  whether 
we  will  have  compulsory  arbitration  or  not,  and  I hope  you  will  not  interpret  my 
remarks  in  that  way.  Possibly,  I shall  have  to  fight  myself,  for  you  have  allowed 
the  governing  classes  to  take  the  matter  up,  and  we  may  have  to  fight  them. 

I want  you  to  protect  yourselves,  and  not  to  be  so  wilfully  blind;  You  are  more 
blind  than  Nelson ; he  did  apply  the  telescope  to  the  sightless  eye,  but  you  bring 
yours  to  the  seeing  eye  with  no  better  result.  There  is  nothing  subtle  about  this 
resolution ; it  is  in  plain  English,  and  means  just  what  it  says,  and  what  I am 
saying  now. 

Mr.  It.  Smillie  : I want  your  ruling,  sir,  upon  a very  important  point.  Can 
you  alter  a resolution  without  the  unanimous  consent  of  Congress  ? 

The  President  : I understood  yesterday  that  Mr.  Tillett  was  willing  to  with- 
draw the  first  part  of  the  resolution,  then  Mr.  Smillie  said  we  should  not  alter  it 
without  the  consent  of  Congress. 

Mr.  R.  Smillie  : Is  it  possible  to  alter  it  here,  to  alter  the  resolution,  without 
the  unanimous  consent  of  Congress  ? 

The  President  : Yes.  I think  Congress  has  power  over  its  own  deliberations 
to  that  extent.  I will  take  a vote  as  to  whether  the  first  part  of  the  resolution 
shall  be  deleted. 

Mr.  J.  Crinion  (Cardroom  Operatives)  : You  have  hitherto  been  careful  to 
refer  these  matters  to  the  General  Purposes  Committee,  and  now  you  are  asking 
Congress  to  decide, 

A card  vote  as  to  the  deletion  of  the  first  part  of  the  resolution  resulted  as 
follows : — 


For  the  deletion  481,000 

Against  1,300,000 


Majority  against 


819,000 
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The  President  : You  will  now  vote  on  the  resolution  as  a whole.  Please 
vote  by  card. 

A card  vote  on  the  entire  resolution  resulted  as  follows : — 


For  the  resolution  ...- 350,000 

Against  1,481,000 

Majority  against  1,131,000 


SYMPATHY  FOR  “ MABON  ” IN  HIS  ILLNESS. 

The  President  : I have  just  received  a letter  from  “ Mabon  ” — Mr.  W. 
Abraham,  M.P. — who  had  intended  to  be  present  here  as  a delegate,  but  is  pre- 
vented by  illness.  I take  it  you  are  agreeable  to  the  sincere  sympathy  of  Congress 
being  sent  to  him  ? 

Congress  agreed  that  Mr.  Abraham  should  be  assured  of  its  hearty  sympathy 
and  hopes  for  speedy  recovery. 

GENERAL  PURPOSES  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  D.  Gilmour  (Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee)  : The  General 
Purposes  Committee  recommend  that  when  the  Standing  Orders  are  suspended  at 
10-30  o’clock  you  should  consider  a resolution  handed  in  last  night  dealing  with  the 
“Daily  Citizen.’’  We  suggest  that  five  minutes  should  be  allotted  to  it,  and  that 
there  should  be  no  discussion.  We  also  recommend  that  a resolution  should  be 
proposed  expressing  sympathy  with  the  relatives  of  the  miners  in  the  Clarens 
colliery  accident.  That  will  not  require  discussion.  We  further  recommend  that 
you  should  deal  with  a resolution  with  respect  to  the  Labour  movement  in  Russia, 
and  that  the  President  of  Congress  should  move  it. 

Mr.  L.  A.  Hill  (Bakers  and  Confectioners)  : The  resolution  which  appears  on 
the  paper  which  has  been  handed  round  this  morning  does  not  in  any  sense 
embrace  the  terms  of  our  Resolution  No.  9 on  page  24  of  the  Agenda,  which 
instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  approach  the  Government  to  obtain 
facilities  for  our  Bill. 

The  President  : When  the  reoommendations  of  the  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee were  before  Congress  yesterday  that  was  carried  unanimously.  I think 
you  had  better  have  an  interview  with  the  Business  Committee. 

The  recommendations  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  were  accepted. 

administration  of  justice. 

Mr.  J.  Sexton  (Parliamentary  Committee)  moved:  — 

This  Congress  is  of  opinion  that  tho  present  constitution  of  juries  in 
connection  with  the  courts  of  justice  is  unfair  and  partial,  and  declares  that  a 
reorganisation  of  the  system  is  desirable  in  order  to  ensure  that  all  classes  of 
the  community  are  fairly  included  on  jury  lists,  and  that  the  system  of  common 
and  special  juries,  based  on  different  qualifications,  be  abolished ; further,  that 
juries  be  paid  adequately  for  services  rendered;  also  that  the  Government  be 
asked  to  appoint  a Royal  Commission  to  inquire  generally  into  the  present 
method  of  administering  justice  as  between  plaintiff  and  defendant;  and  that 
the  matter  be  referred  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  take  whatever  action 
may  be  deeemed  necessary. 

He  said : In  explaining  the  purport  of  this  resolution,  it  will  not  be  necessary  for 
me  to  detain  the  Congress  at  any  great  length,  because  the  principle  which  it 
contains  has  been  passed  at  previous  Congresses.  It  is  a demand  that  a person 
shall  be  tried  by  his  peers,  and,  where  the  working  class  is  concerned,  it  is  absurd 
to  apply  that  description  to  the  existing  jury  system.  I am  not  going  to  reflect 
upon  the  general  practice  of  juries ; that  would  not  be  fair.  All  this  resolution 
asks  is  that  the  same  facilities  shall  be  given  to  the  general  mass  of  the  people 
that  are  now  enjoyed  by  the  privileged  class  alone.  The  present  jury  system 
makes  it  impossible  for  a workingman  to  serve  on  the  juries.  The  special  juries 
have  a Gilbertian  qualification.  He  must  have  so  many  windows  in  his  house, 
as  though  the  illumination  of  a man’s  house  were  necessarily  any  indication  of 
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the  enlightenment  of  his  mind.  We  want  workmen  to  have  a better  chance  of 
serving  upon  juries,  and  we  desire  that  the  jurymen  should  have  adequate  pay- 
ment for  their  services.  With  respect  to  the  plaintiff  in  many  Trade  Union  actions, 
I speak  from  painful  experience  when  I say  he  is  too  often  made  to  appear  as  if 
he  were  really  the  defendant  through  the  cross-examination  of  counsel  for  the 
defence.  The  system  by  which  witnesses  are  tortured  in  the  witness-box,  in  our 
judgment,  should  be  inquired  into.  It  amounts  to  legal  hooliganism,  and  ought 
to  be  dealt  with  by  legislation. 

Mr.  J.  Burns  (Hull  Dockers)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

■UNITED  CARTERS  AND  THE  LEEDS  CO-OPERATIVE  SOCIETY. 

The  President  : With  reference  to  the  statement  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  the  United 
Carters,  with  respect  to  the  arbitration  in  connection  with  their  dispute  with  the 
Leeds  Co-operative  Society,  the  Secretary  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  has 
received  the  following  telegram  : — 

Co-operative  Union,  Manchester, 

September  4th. 

Leeds  Society  draw  our  attention  to  a statement  made  in  Congress  yester- 
day by  Allen,  of  Salford,  that  they  had  entirely  stopped  carters’  holidays. 
This  should  be  contradicted  as  not  being  true.  Society  indignant  at  statement 
made,  which  appears  in  “ Yorkshire  Observer  ” this  morning. 

Of  course,  this  matter  will  be  inquired  into  later  on  by  the  Parliamentary 
Committee. 

NATIONAL  INSUEANCE COMPANIES’  TACTICS  CONDEMNED. 

In  conformity  with  the  decision  of  Congress  on  the  preceding  day,  Standing 
Orders  were  suspended  for  the  discussion  of  special  resolutions  and  the  delivery 
of  the  speeches  from  the  fraternal  delegates. 

The  President  : The  first  item  is  the  resolution  with  respect  to  national 
insurance.  I think  this  procedure  is  unfair  to  the  delegates  who  have  sent  in 
resolutions  on  the  subject,  but  Congress  has  accepted  the  recommendation. 

Mr.  John  Ward  (Navvies)  then  moved  thb  following  resolution:  — 

That  this  Congress  emphatically  protests  against  the  unscrupulous  tactics 
of  insurance  companies  in  conspiring  with  numbers  of  employers  to  cajole  and 
coerce  members  of  Trade  Unions  into  joining  capitalistic  and  anti-Trade  Union 
organisations ; and  it  further  protests  against  the  continued  use  of  similar 
tactics  to  prevent  workers  joining  Trade  Unions,  and  by  such  action  defeating 
the  intentions  of  Parliament  and  turning  an  Act,  intended  for  the  benefit  of 
the  workers,  into  a means  of  permanently  alienating  them  from  the  only 
organisations  capable  of  fighting  their  industrial  battles  and  maintaining  their 
economic  rights. 

He  said  : It  is  quite  clear  that  this  Congress  must  do  something  at  this  meeting. 
No  one  could  have  anticipated  the  intimidation  and  the  cajolery  which  has  taken 
place  by  these  companies  soon  enough  to  have  placed  a resolution  upon  the  Agenda. 
In  addition  to  that,  your  Committee  and  others,  up  to  a few  days  ago,  were  under 
the  impression  that  the  Commissioners  themselves,  under  the  powers  contained  in 
the  Act,  would  have  issued  regulations  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  this  question. 
They  have  not  done  so,  and  therefore  this  is  a clear  case  of  urgency,  because  our 
opinions  must  be  expressed  before  the  early  part  of  next  month.  That  is  our 
excuse  for  getting  the  General  Purposes  Committee  to  secure  an  opportunity  for 
bringing  this  resolution  forward.  I have  not  a word  to  say  against  the  agents  of 
these  companies,  who  merely  carry  out  the  orders  of  their  employers,  as  they  are 
bound  to  do,  and  as  we  should  do  if  we  were  working  for  them.  But  that  must  not 
shield  these  companies  from  the  attack  which  they  thoroughly  deserve.  Section  78 
of  the  Act  gives  the  Commissioners  full  powers  to  deal  with  any  difficulties  arising 
with  respect  to  Insurance  Boards,  Advisory  Committees,  or  otherwise.  That,  of 
course,  includes  everything,  as  was  pointed  out  in  the  House  of  Commons  when 
this  was  debated  and  adopted.  The  lawyers  said,  “ You  are  really  putting  the  Act 
into  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners.”  We  admitted  it,  because  the  Act  was  so 
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complicated.  The  Commissioners,  therefore,  cannot  excuse  themselves  on  the 
ground  that  they  have  no  power,  because  Parliament,  after  full  debate  and  division, 
gave  them  full  power  to  stop  grievances.  What  is  the  situation?  For  some  reason 
or  the  other,  great  capitalist  organisations  are  allowed  the  administration  of 
this  Act,  and  they  have  decided  to  do  everything  they  possibly  can  to  prevent  the 
Trade  Unionists  from  choosing  their  own  Trade  Unions  as  their  approved  societies. 
They  talk  about  “ intimidation  ” when  it  is  the  docker  trying  to  persuade  his 
fellow  docker  not  to  work  against  him,  but  these  people  can  use  intimidation  of  a 
far  more  insidious  character,  and  make  it  legal  at  the  same  time.  It  is  nearly 
time  that  the  Congress  and  the  working  people  of  the  country  roused  themselves 
to  resist  and  to  fight  and  to  kill,  if  possible,  this  insidious  effort  that  is  being 
made  to  undermine  our  associations.  The  situation  is  very  serious.  There  are 
13  millions  of  insured  persons,  mostly  workers.  By  these  means  and  methods  of 
intimidation,  I am  given  to  understand  that  these  capitalistically  controlled 
combinations  have  already  intimidated  some  six  and  a-half  millions — or  one-half 
of  the  insurable  people  of  the  country — into  becoming  members  of  their  societies. 
That  is  a positively  disgraceful  situation.  If  it  were  left  to  the  free  choice  of  the 
working  people  of  the  country  as  to  whether  they  would  choose  organisations 
controlled  and  managed  by  themselves  or  by  others,  they  would  elect  to  manage 
the  business  for  themselves.  And  can  we  rely  upon  the  courts  if  the  Commissioners 
fail  us  in  this  manner  ? No  fear ! As  the  result  of  an  application  to  the  courts 
yesterday,  one-half  of  the  Act  has  gone,  for  it  was  practically  decided  that  these 
capitalistically  controlled  concerns  can  transfer  a certain  sum  drawn  from  the 
workers  and  place  it  to  the  credit  of  their  ordinary  business.  So  that,  in  a year 
or  two,  unless  we  can  make  someone  move,  the  money  that  is  contributed  and 
forced  out  of  our  pockets  will  go  to  swell  the  profits  of  the  companies.  I put 
forward  the  resolution  hoping  and  believing  that  it  will  be  carried  with  unanimity, 
and,  once  becoming  alive  to  the  situation,  I trust  we  shall  see  that  these 
capitalistic  concerns  do  not  make  the  Act  a profit-swelling  and  dividend-making 
concern,  as  is  unfortunately  the  case  to-day. 

Mr.  J.  N.  Bell  (National  Union  of  Labour)  : I second  this  resolution,  but, 
after  Mr.  Ward’s  appeal,  there  is  very  little  left  for  me  to  say.  I want  to  direct 
your  attention,  however,  not  only  in  your  own  interest,  but  in  the  interests  of  the 
general  public,  to  the  fact  which  Mr.  Ward  has  brought  under  your  notice,  that 
one-half  of  those  insurable  have  already  been  induced  to  join  these  companies 
under  consideration  this  morning.  That  is  not  only  a danger  to  the  Trade  Union 
movement,  but  a danger  to  the  public  interest.  Even  before  the  Act  was  passed 
politicians  were  afraid  of  the  influence  of  these  insurance  companies,  but  what 
will  be  the  position  in  the  future  with  their  increased  membership  ? The  idea 
that  these  concerns  have  to  be  controlled  by  the  members  is  a farce  in  their  case. 
We  know  the  members  will  have  control  in  the  case  of  the  approved  societies  of 
the  Trade  Unions,  but  what  is  going  to  be  the  position  of  the  average  man  or 
woman  who  is  in  one  of  these  insurance  companies  ? They  will  never  be  at  a meeting  ; 
they  will  be  approached  by  the  agents  of  the  company,  who  are  compelled  to  do 

what  they  are  told,  and  the  influence  of  these  people  will  be  at  the  disposal  of 

the  board  of  directors,  to  be  used  for  whatever  purpose  they  may  desire.  We 
shall  have  these  concerns  making  and  unmaking  Governments  in  future,  and 
this  question,  therefore,  intimately  affects  and  concerns  the  country  at  large.  I 
suppose  most  of  you  have  heard  of  instances  of  men  who  have  found  out  the 
mistake  they  have  made,  and  want  to  withdraw  from  one  of  these  companies  and 
come  over  to  their  Trade  Union,  and  they  have  been  threatened  by  some  of  the 
agents  with  legal  proceedings  if  they  do  so.  There  have  been  other  cases  in  which 
the  employers  have  stood  over  the  men  while  the  agents  of  the  insurance  company 
took  their  names.  And  then  our  critics  talk  about  intimidation  on  the  part  of 

the  Trade  Unions  ! Unless  a protest  is  made  by  the  people  concerned  and  the 

matter  taken  up  this  state  of  things  is  likely  to  become  a serious  barrier  to  the 
development  of  Trade  Unionism.  I know  a case  where  a big  firm  of  contractors 
in  the  North  of  England  pay  something  less  than  £1  per  week  for  some  of  their 
workers,  and  they  deduct  8§d.  per  week  for  insurance  purposes.  They  pay  4d. 
for  health  insurance,  2^d.  for  unemployment  insurance,  and  2d.  for  the  infirmary 
or  something  of  the  kind,  when  they  have  not  enough  to  buy  food  with.  Now, 
what  earthly  chance  have  we  got  to  organise  these  men  in  Trade  Unions  after 
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they  are  in  the  clutches  of  these  insurance  companies  ? It  is  a permanent  obstacle 
to  our  work.  But  it  is  still  possible  to  rescue  a few  of  these  victims  from  the 
hands  of  the  insurance  companies.  I know  a case  in  which  a particular  firm  sent 
out  printed  notices  to  the  men  asking  for  their  age,  which  they  had  nothing  to 
do  with,  and  what  society  they  were  joining.  I secured  a copy  of  this  document 
and  sent  it  to  the  Commissioners,  and,  in  response,  I received  a delightful  evasion 
of  the  request  that  the  issue  of  the  circular  should  be  stopped.  These  men  have 
since  been  drafted  into  the  insurance  companies,  which  is  the  game  that  is  going 
on  all  over  the  country.  If  we  are  to  put  a stop  to  this  evil,  and  it  is  certainly 
necessary  to  put  a stop  to  it  as  soon  as  possible,  we  shall  have  to  make  ourselves 
heard  in  no  uncertain  way  in  order  that  those  in  authority  should  know  that  we 
will  stand  no  nonsense  with  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  D.  Jones  (Prudential  Agents)  : I have  been  asked  to  get  up  and  explain  the 
position  with  regard  to  the  Trade  Unions  and  the  insurance  agents  in  order  to 
assure  you  that,  so  far  as  the  Trade  Union  agents  are  concerned,  they  are  in  no 
way  a party  to  the  acts  of  the  directors.  The  society  I represent  is  only  4,000 
strong,  because  when  they  leave  the  service  of  the  Prudential  Company  they  cease 
to  be  members.  We  have  sent  to  our  members  definite  instructions,  first,  not 
to  work  the  Act  until  we  got  fair  terms,  and  when  we  found  we  could  not  get  fair 
terms  we  sent  out  a circular  asking  our  members  not  to  canvass  or  invite  any  man 
who  happened  to  be  a Trade  Unionist  or  a member  of  any  order  likely  to  become 
an  approved  society,  but  to  tell  all  such  men  to  join  their  own  approved  society. 

I am  pleased  to  state  that  the  bulk  of  the  Trade  Union  Prudential  agents  have 
followed  that  lead  given  by  my  Executive.  But  I want  to  put  this  point,  that 
these  irregularities  are  inspired,  organised,  and  initiated  at  the  head  office  of  the 
societies,  and  have  been  largely  used  as  a weapon  of  intimidation  by  special  repre- 
sentatives from  the  head  office,  who  have  resorted  to  intimidation  of  a kind  far 
worse  than  anything  that  has  been  described  here  this  morning.  I want  to  draw 
your  attention  to  a more  serious  aspect  of  the  whole  question  than  either  Mr. 
Ward  or  Mr.  Bell  has  referred  to.  The  Act  states  specifically  that  the  members 
must  have  effective  control  over  the  approved  societies.  Well,  the  Prudential 
Society  has  formed  not  one  approved  society,  but  six,  and  they  have  only  one 
committee  for  the  whole  six  ! It  has  been  so  arranged  that  the  men  are  in  one 
society,  the  women  in  another,  the  miners  in  another,  the  laundresses  in  another, 
and  domestic  servants  in  another.  For  what  purpose?  Because  the  Insurance 
Commissioners  have  sanctioned  a scheme  of  “ effective  control  ” in  which  one 
general  committee  of  19  persons  are  to  control  the  whole  of  the  six  approved 
societies  worked  by  this  company.  The  list  is  given  in  these  printed  rules.  Nine 
out  of  the  19  are  officials  of  the  Prudential  Insurance  Company  at  the  head  office ! 
(“  Shame.”)  Out  of  the  remainder  three  are  inspectors  and  shareholders,  four 
are  superintendents,  one  is  an  assistant,  and  one  an  ex-agent.  Not  a single  one, 
except  the  ex-agent,  is  entitled  to  be  a member  of  one  of  these  appapved  societies ! 
Every  member  in  the  Prudential  approved  societies  must  send  in  notice  on  every 
occasion  that  he  wishes  to  assert  his  rights  under  the  Act  with  respect  to  control. 
If  he  wants  to  attend  an  annual  meeting  he  must  send  in  his  name  and  number  to 
the  head  office.  What  for  ? In  order  that  they  can  whip  up  those  who  are  likely 
to  support  the  company.  These  officials  are  elected  on  the  committee  until  June 
13th,  1916,  because  everyone  of  them  can  be  approved  and  retained  in  office  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  society.  Out  of  the  other  ten  two  retire  every  year  and  are 
eligible  for  re-election.  There  is  no  effective  control  here.  We  asked  that  the 
agents  should  have  a voice  in  this  business,  and  because  we  were  hostile  to  the 
appointment  of  the  special  canvassers  we  have  been  denied  one  representative  for 
jur  4,000  members.  If  this  is  the  whole  “effective  control”  that  the  Insurance 
Commissioners  will  allow,  you  are  going  to  give  these  people  laundresses,  domestic 
servants,  and  so  on — such  power  that  the  Trade  Union  movement  and  the  friendly 
orders  will  be  completely  broken  in  the  next  ten  years.  You  should  demand  a 
strict  inquiry  into  the  rules  of  this  and  every  similar  company.  (Loud  cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  E.  Williams  (Railway  Servants):  It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
emphasise  the  injustice  that  is  being  perpetrated  upon  railway  workers  in  con- 
nection with  this  question.  All  the  railway  companies  have  what  is  known  as 
provident  societies,  membership  of  which  is  made  a condition  of  employment  with 
the  workers,  and  the  way  these  societies  have  been  manipulated  for  the  purpose 


TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS. 


203 


of  preventing  the  men  from  joining  their  Trade  Union  approved  society  would 
astound  the  delegates  if  it  were  explained  to  them.  It  is  well  known  that  a large 
number  of  these  societies  have  been  in  a state  of  insolvency  for  a number  of  years, 
and  the  railway  companies  are  now  seizing  the  opportunity  for  placing  them  on 
what  they  say  is  a satisfactory  financial  basis.  Under  this  policy  men  who  have 
been  paying  into  the  funds  for  the  past  40  years,  in  the  anticipation  of  receiving 
a substantial  pension  on  retirement,  are  now  told  that  the  society  cannot  afford  it, 
and  instead  of  receiving  10s.  or  12s.  per  week  they  are  told  that  the  society 
can  only  give  them  2s.  Some  people  may  say  that  the  fault  lies  with  the  com- 
mittee for  promoting  such  suggestions  before  the  Registrar,  but  when  you  know 
the  methods  that  are  adopted  you  will  quite  appreciate  the  position  we  are  placed 
in.  Without  mentioning  any  particular  company,  I may  tell  you  that  some  of  the 
railway  companies  have  adopted  the  procedure  that  immediately  a member  of  the 
committee  has  made  his  Trade  Union  his  approved  society  he  is  told  that  he  is 
not  entitled  to  sit  on  the  committee,  and  if  he  persists  in  retaining  his  position  on 
the  committee  they  will  take  legal  action  to  remove  him.  We  are  testing  this 
matter  now  in  the  courts,  but  there  is  very  little  time  to  fight  these  points.  I 
sincerely  trust  that  the  resolution  which  has  been  tabled  will  be  amended  to  include 
the  larger  questions  that  Mr.  Jones  has  brought  to  our  notice,  and  that  we  should 
press  for  the  appointment  of  a Commission  to  look  into  the  methods  of  these 
insurance  companies.  I am  glad  to  have  had  this  opportunity  for  expressing 
the  strong  resentment  of  railwaymen  to  the  tactics  that  are  now  being  pursued. 
We  feel  that  they  constitute  a very  real  grievance,  which  cannot  too  soon  be 
remedied.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  Cross  (Weavers)  : With  regard  to  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Jones 
as  to  the  advisability  of  an  inquiry  into  the  rules  of  the  Prudential  Society,  will 
Mr.  Ward  and  Mr.  Bell  accept  that  as  an  addition  to  their  resolution? 

Mr.  John  Ward  : I should  only  be  too  delighted,  especially  after  the 
revelations  which  have  been  made  here,  which  are  positively  disgraceful.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr.  J.  N.  Bell  : I am  quite  agreeable  to  the  suggested  addition  being  made 
to  the  resolution. 

The  President  : Is  it  your  wish  that  words  be  added  to  the  resolution  to  the 
effect  that  Congress  makes  a demand  for  an  inquiry  into  the  methods  of  these 
companies  ? 

Congress  agreed  to  the  suggested  addition  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  Stokes  (London  Glassblowers)  : Is  it  possible  to  delete  from  the  resolu- 
tion the  words  “ intended  for  the  benefit  of  the  workers  ” ? It  was  only  intended 
for  the  benefit  of  the  societies. 

The  President  : It  is  too  late. 

The  resolution,  with  the  addition  demanding  an  inquiry  into  the  methods  of 
certain  insurance  companies,  was  carried. 

SYMPATHY  WITH  RELATIVES  OE  FRENCH  MINERS. 

Mr.  R.  Smillie  (Miners’  Federation)  moved : — 

That  this  Congress  expresses  its  sincere  sympathy  and  condolence  with  the 

relatives  of  the  miners  killed  by  the  explosion  in  the  Clarens  Colliery,  in  the 

Pas  de  Calais  District,  North  of  France. 

He  said:, We  are  again  reminded  of  the  great  risk  to  which  this  class  of  workers 
is  subjected,  and  of  their  heroism.  I feel  sure  that  I need  only  put  the  resolution 
before  you  in  order  to  secure  the  unanimous  regret  and  sympathy  of  Congress  for 
the  relatives  of  these  victims.  The  information  we  so  far  possess  of  the  disaster 
by  which  60  underground  workers  have  lost  their  lives  is  very  meagre,  but  it  is 
perfectly  clear  that  had  the  explosion  taken  place  ten  minutes  earlier  150  or  more 
men  would  have  been  sent  into  eternity.  I think  it  is  the  duty  of  this  great 
working-class  gathering  to  record  its  sympathy  with  the  relatives  of  these  men. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Harvey  (Miners’  Federation)  : I second  this  resolution.  It  appears 
to  us  that  a representative  gathering  like  this  can  do  no  less  than  express  its 
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profound  regret  for  this  explosion,  and  sympathy  with  the  relatives  of  the  victims. 
This  disaster  comes  very  close  to  us,  who  have  just  passed  through  the  horrors 
of  an  explosion  in  England.  When  we  consider  what  this  means  to  the  families  of 
these  men,  I am  sure  we  shall  be  unanimous  in  our  sympathy,  and  this  Congress 
should  at  once  send  a message  to  the  district  and  assure  them  they  have  our 
deepest  sympathy. 

The  resolution  was  carried  by  the  whole  of  the  delegates  standing  in  silent 
sympathy. 

UNITED  CABTEBS  AND  LEEDS  CO-OPEBATIVE  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  T.  Allen  (Salford  United  Carters)  : What  action  will  be  taken  with  respect 
to  the  communication  from  the  Co-operative  Union  with  respect  to  the  Leeds 
dispute  and  the  statement  in  Congress  to  which  they  take  exception  ? 

The  Pbesident  : The  matter  will  be  taken  into  consideration  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  new  Parliamentary  Committee. 

SUPPOBT  EOB  THE  “ DAILY  CITIZEN.” 

Mr.  W.  C.  Robinson  (Reamers  and  Twisters)  moved:  — 

That  this  Congress  welcomes  the  announcement  that  the  “Daily  Citizen” 
will  be  published  on  October  8th,  and  urges  the  officials  and  members  of  every 
affiliated  union  to  give  it  their  most  cordial  support. 

He  said : I do  not  need  to  remind  this  Congress  of  the  number  of  times  you 
have  called  for  a Labour  newspaper,  financed  and  controlled  by  ourselves.  You, 
as  a Trades  Unmll  Congress,  eleven  years  ago,  formed  the  Labour  Party.  That 
party  has  now  got  a Labour  newspaper,  which  will  deal  with  all  matters  at  home 
and  abroad  interesting  to  the  workers.  This  is  your  own  paper,  financed  and 
controlled  by  yourselves.  The  textile  workers  have  contributed  between  £10,000' 
and  £11,000  towards  the  enterprise,  and  the  engineers  and  other  unions  have  also 
contributed  largely.  In  all,  no  less  than  300  different  trade  organisations  have 
contributed  to  the  financial  support  of  this  paper,  and  I want  you  to  understand 
that  this  resolution  will  be  of  great  service  to  us  who  are  representing  the  ‘ ‘ Daily 
Citizen.”  Its  success  will  depend  largely  upon  your  efforts  in  support  of  it.  We 
have  no  feeling  against  the  “ Daily  Herald,”  but  I would  like  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Congress  to  a statement  made  here,  that  the  “ Daily  Herald  ” is  the  official 
organ  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee.  I would  like  to  know  by  what  right  the 
‘ ‘ Daily  Herald  ’ ’ is  making  that  assertion,  because  I am  assured  that  no  such 
authority  has  been  given.  What  is  the  Labour  Party  but  the  child  of  the  Trades 
Union  Congress  ? We  have  made  representations  to  you,  and  you  have  elected  a 
certain  number  of  Trade  Union  friends,  members  of  your  Executive  and  of  the 
Independent  Labour  Party,  and  nine  of  the  present  directors  are  members  of  your 
own  unions  and  elected  by  them.  We  hope  Congress  will  decide  to  give  its  blessing 
to  the  “ Daily  Citizen,”  and  we  think  it  would  be  folly  for  you  to  invest  your  money 
in  the  newspaper  and  then  run  away  from  supporting  it. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Hendebson  (Railway  Servants)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

SYMPATHY  WITH  WOBKEBS  IN  BUSSIA. 

The  Pbesident  formally  moved  : — 

That  this  Trades  Union  Congress  in  Newport  expresses  its  sympathy  with 
the  severe  struggle  of  their  comrades  in  Russia,  and  protests  against  the 
brutal  means  by  which  the  Russian  Government  tries  to  crush  the  increasing 
solidarity  of  the  workers,  as  shown  in  their  organisations,  and  expresses  the 
hope  that  at  the  forthcoming  elections  for  the  Fourth  Duma  the  forces  of 
reaction  may  be  defeated,  and  a strong  Labour  representation  returned  to 
work  for  the  overthrow  of  capitalism  and  autocracy. 

Mr,  W.  Rackstbaw  (Brick  'ayers)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried 
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DELEGATE  REFUSED  FACILITIES  FOR  ATTENDING  CONGRESS. 

The  President:  The  Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  desires  to 
bring  to  the  notice  of  Congress  the  matter  of  a delegate  who  was  refused  leave 
of  absence  for  the  purpose  of  attending  here  as  a delegate. 

Mr.  D.  Gilmour  (Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee) : It  was 
agreed  that  this  question  should  be  considered  when  the  Standing  Orders  were 
suspended.  We  sent  the  following  telegram  from  Congress  to  the  general  manager 
of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway,  Liverpool  Street,  London : — 

Would  you  kindly  allow  Mr.  Walter  Clark,  driver,  Stratford,  to  attend 
Congress  at  Newport.  Locomotive  superintendent  has  not  yot  given  permission. 
Wire  reply. — W.  Thorne,  Trades  Union  Congress,  Newport  (Mon.). 

The  following  telegram  came  back  in  reply  : — 

Impossible  to  allow  leave  to  Clark,  owing  to  autumn  manoeuvres,  no  one 
being  allowed  leave  of  absence  at  present  time. — Hyde. 

The  delegate  has  stated  that  there  is  nothing  fo  prevent  the  railway  company 
from  allowing  him  to  come  to  the  Congress  if  they  wish  to  do  so. 

Mr.  H.  Parfitt  (Enginemen’s  Federation)  : I am  rather  surprised  at  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway  Company,  after  the  statement  which  they  made  during 
the  progress  of  the  Railway  Commission,  because  the  general  manager  then  gave 
evidence  to  the  effect  that  all  facilities  were  given  to  the  employes  for  obtaining 
leave  of  absence  when  they  wished  to  attend  any  meetings  in  connection  with  their 
Trade  Unions.  The  general  manager  was  replying  on  that  occasion  to  our 
President,  who  said  he  thought  the  company  should  give  men  facilities  for  per- 
forming the  duties  of  representation,  but  he  was  evidently  referring  to  a practice 
which  existed  in  the  past,  because  for  some  time  we  have  had  obstacles  placed 
in  the  way  of  men  desiring  leave  of  absence.  The  general  manager,  in  a later 
paragraph  of  his  evidence,  says:  “They  ask  for  time  off,  and  it  is  given;  they 
simply  give  an  undertaking  that  they  will  not  be  away  upon  certain  days,  and 
arrange  matters  accordingly  with  their  foremen.”  Now,  in  this  particular  case, 
the  chief  wrote  as  follows  : “ You  will  be  away  when  all  our  annual  rush  is  over.” 
Well,  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I do  not  suppose  that  the  absence  of  one  particular  individual 
delegate  will  make  much  difference  to  a meeting  of  this  magnitude.  But  suppose 
the  other  railways  follow  this  lead,  where  should  we  be  as  railway  representatives  ? 
Now,  I am  not  allowed  to  bring  forward  a resolution,  and  I,  therefore,  simply 
make  this  report  to  you  in  the  hope  that  you  will  watch  this  matter  in  the  future. 
If  anything  of  this  kind  occurs  again  we  ought  to  take  action. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Williams  (Railway  Servants) : One  of  the  delegates  of  my  society 
has  been  refused  leave  of  absence  by  the  Taff  Vale  Company.  I corresponded 
with  the  manager,  and  he  said  the  matter  was  being  investigated,  and  it  appears 
that  the  only  justification  for  the  attitude  of  the  company  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  same  man  had  been  granted  leave  of  absence  some  little  time  earlier  to  attend 
a conference' of  the  Manchester  Unity  of  Oddfellows.  This  is  a very  important 
question.  Most  of  these  people  who  refuse  leave  of  absence  are  great  con- 
stitutionalists, but  they  forget  that  our  constitution  is  based  upon  representative 
government,  and  they  are,  therefore,  in  effect  taking  exception  to  the  basis  upon 
which  the  State  itself  is  being  governed.  I think  that  if  the  Press  will  give 
publicity  to  this  criticism  the  probability  is  that  we  shall  not  experience  any 
further  trouble  of  this  kind.  Attending  this  Congress  is  equally  as  important 
in  its  way  as  attendance  at  the  House  of  Commons.  (Hear,  hear.) 

GREETINGS  FROM  THE  AMERICAN  FEDERATION  OF  LABOUR. 

The  President  : I have  now  a very  pleasing  duty  to  perform  in  welcoming 
the  American  delegates  from  the  Federation  of  Labour,  the  Labour  Party,  the 
General  Federation  of  Trade  Unions,  and  the  Co-operative  Union.  I will  ask 
Mr.  George  L.  Berry,  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labour,  to  deliver  his  message. 

Mr.  G.  L.  Berry,  of  the  International  Printing  Pressmen’s  Union,  addressed 
Congress  as  follows : Mr.  Chairman  and  fellow  workers,  I am  happy  in  this 

opportunity  of  being  able  to  extend  to  you,  the  representatives  of  the  workers  in 
this  country,  the  kindliest  felicitations  of  the  workers  of  North  America  as  repre- 
sented in  the  American  Federation  of  Labour.  When  I bring  to  you  that  feeling 
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of  friendship  I am  also  instructed  to  transmit 'to  you  the  hope  that  we  may 
exchange  these  fraternal  greetings  until  the  time  when  the  brotherhood  of  man 
will  have  been  realised.  I am  fully  conscious  of  the  tremendous  responsibility 
that  is  resting  upon  the  shoulders  of  this  Congress  as  representing  two  millions  of 
the  organised  workers  of  Great  Britain,  and  it  would  be  presumption  on  my  part 
to  attempt  to  deal  in  any  great  detail  with  the  work  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labour,  which  I represent.  I have  been  greatly  impressed  with  the  procedure 
of  this  Congress  and  with  the  conditions  of  the  various  crafts  in  your  country 
during  my  week’s  stay  here  and  during  my  month’s  tour  of  the  various  districts, 
and  it  may  be  acceptable  that  I should  in  some  way  explain  the  procedure  of  the 
Federation  which  I have  the  honour  to  represent.  To  begin  with,  let  me  say  this, 
that  I find  little  difference  between  the  adversities  of  the  workers  in  Great  Britain 
and  the  adversities  we  are  confronted  with  in  America.  There  is, » however,  a 
somewhat  different  procedure  in  your  endeavour  to  eradicate  the  evils  that  we 
are  mutually  confronted  with.  The  American  Federation  of  Labour  is  giving  its 
principal,  almost  its  entire  energies  to  the  advancement  of  the  economic  position 
of  the  workers.  You  have  also  gone  enthusiastically  into  the  political  as  well  as 
the  economic  side.  As  to  whether  there  is  greater  virtue  in  the  two  propositions 
working  simultaneously  as  they  do  in  your  movement,  or  whether  our  purely 
economic  movement  is  the  better,  I cannot  at  this  time  say,  because  we  have 
not  yet  taken  up  seriously  the  political  movement  in  connection  with  the  work 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labour.  It  is  true  that  a number  of  our  organisa- 
tions have  embraced  a political  party,  but  the  Federation  has  adhered  strictly  so 
far  to  the  economic  fight,  and  I daresay  as  good  results  have  thus  been  achieved 
as  elsewhere  in  the  world.  We  have  reduced  the  hours  of  labour  of  the  mechanics 
in  the  North  American  Continent  until  to-day  90  per  cent,  of  the  workers  are 
enjoying  the  eight-hour  day  and  the  seven-hour  night,  and  the  wages  of  the  workers 
on  the  North  American  Continent  will  unquestionably  exceed  the  wages  received 
by  any  workers  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  That  has  been  brought  about  by  a 
persistent  fight  for  unity  and  the  protection  of  each  other’s  interests. 

If  I might  be  permitted  to  offer  one  slight  criticism  of  the  Labour  movement  as 
I have  found  it  in  this  country,  it  would  be  directed  to  the  question  of  attracting 
your  purchasing  power  into  the  proper  channel.  (Hear,  hear.)  I say  that  as  a 
brother,  and  in  the  hope  that  in  the  near  future  the  two  millions  of  people  you 
represent  will  be  spending  their  money  in  ways  that  will  bring  about  a betterment 
for  those  who  are  now  unorganised.  In  America  there  are  many  thousands  of 
workers  dependent  almost  entirely  upon  the  demand  of  the  organised  workers  for 
a union  product.  The  Cigar  Makers’  Union  is  a strong  one  in  America,  and  that 
is  dependent  entirely  upon  the  demand  of  organised  Labour  for  a union-made 
cigar,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  for  you  to  ride  in  the  streets  in  America  without 
being  conveyed  by  a union  cabman,  and  in  this  way  trades  which  are  unorganised 
in  this  country  are  kept  going  in  North  America  as  the  result  of  the  organised 
workers’  demand  for  union  products.  That  is  the  proper  spirit  of  fraternity,  and 
I daresay  your  Congress  in  Newport,  if  this  policy  had  been  in  operation,  would 
have  brought  to  life  many  miscellaneous  organisations  in  connection  with  trades 
that  are  to-day ' completely  unorganised.  That  is  the  criticism  that  I have  to 
■offer.  We  use  our  purchasing  power  in  America  to  assist  those  who  could  not 
maintain  an  organisation  without  the  co-operation  of  the  organised  workers. 

It  is  no  idle  boast  when  I say  that  there  is  a growing  sentiment  in  our  country 
for  the  so-called  skilled  artisans  to  willingly  go  out  of  their  way  to  help  the 
unskilled.  I represent  the  skilled  organisation  of  the  Printing  Press  and  Assistants’ 
Union,  which  is  only  known  in  this  country  as  the  Machine  Managers’  Society 
and  the  Machine  Assistants’  Union,  represented  here  by  two  different  societies. 
In  our  fights  in  America  in  the  printing  and  newspaper  industry  our  organisations 
are  as  willing  to  pay  strike  and  lock-out  benefit  to  the  boys  who  sell  newspapers 
on  the  streets,  and  to  the  men  who  drive  the  wagons  that  deliver  them,  and  to  the 
carriers  who  take  them  to  the  homes,  as  we  are  to  pay  the  benefit  to  the  men 
who  operate  the  press.  And  through  that  spirit  and  the  great  use  of  union  labour, 
together  with  the  demand  of  union  men  for  products  derived  from  union  workmen’s 
operations,  the  women  and  men  of  our  movement  have  greatly  profited. 

As  to  the  women  workers,  you  will  be  surprised  when  I tell  you  that  the  average 
wage  of  the  women  workers  in  the  country  is  about  8dols.  75c.  per  week,  and  that 
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has  been  brought  about  principally  through  the  demand  of  organised  Labour  for 
fair  conditions  for  the  women.  I have  been  somewhat  surprised  during  my  short 
stay  in  this  country  to  find  that  the  conditions  of  women  workers  have  not  been 
given  the  attention  they  deserve.  In  America  we  give  to  the  women’s  conditions 
the  same  consideration  as  to  the  .men’s  conditions.  In  the  Printing  Press  and 
Assistants’  Union,  in  connection  with  the  Government  offices  and  the  various 
printing  establishments,  the  same  charges  are  demanded  for  the  women  as  for 
the  men,  and  they  receive  the  same  treatment  in  this  and  other  matters  as  a 
result  of  the  demands  of  the  men. 

In  addition  to  the  great  economic  fight  we  are  carrying  on,  we  have  gone 
seriously  into  the  beneficial  and  social  end  of  things,  and  there  are  few  unions  on 
the  North  American  Continent  that  have  not  made  arrangements  for  death  and 
out-of-work  benefit  and  old  age  pensions.  Moreover,  all  the  unions  have  taken  up 
the  question  of  fighting  tuberculosis,  and  as  the  result  of  the  valuable  education 
campaign  that  has  been  waged  highly  satisfactory  results  have  been  achieved. 
For  example,  the  cigar  makers  have  reduced  the  percentage  of  deaths  from  con- 
sumption in  their  trade  from  60  per  cent,  to  28  per  cent,  in  the  course  of  twelve 
years.  The  printing  trade,  too,  which  has  suffered  greatly  from  this  terrible 
disease,  has  brought  down  its  average  death-rate  from  this  cause  from  58  per 
cent,  to  32  per  cent.  Various  other  organisations  and  trades  have  pursued  a 
like  policy,  and  we  do  this  through  a series  of  lectures,  which  are  delivered  in 
co-operation  with  the  various  supporting  unions.  The  Pressmen  and  Assistants’ 
Union  and  the  Typographical  Union  have  established  sanatoria  and  homes,  where 
we  isolate  those  of  our  members  who  have  gone  too  far  to  be  cured,  and  within 
the  past  three  years  we  have  spent  over  350,000dols.  on  the  home  and  trade  sch'ool. 
I want  to  say  to  you,  my  friends,  that  this  work  is  being  taken  up  by  various 
other  organisations,  particularly  the  carpenters  and  joiners  and  the  glassblowers, 
and  in  a few  years,  doubtless,  they  will  all  have  sanatoria  established  for  their 
members. 

I have  been  speaking  of  the  economic  fight,  and  some  of  you  may  have  been 
asking  when  will  your  movement  in  America  embrace  the  political  side  also  ? 
Well,  there  is  a growing  sentiment  in  our  Federation  for  political  action.  That 
has  not  been  brought  about  so  much  through  the  lack  of  legislation  or  even  from 
the  abuse  of  the  injunction  laws.  Because  let  me  tell  you  that  the  movement 
in  America  has  reached  that  point  where  we  give  little  consideration  to  the  one- 
man  law  of  the  writ.  We  pursue  the  policy  as  agreed  upon  by  our  unions  regardless 
of  the  injunction  writ.  The  real  purpose  and  the  real  awakening  in  our  country 
for  political  action  is  found  in  the  monopoly  of  industry  and  the  control  of  the 
commodities  of  life  by  a few  men,  and  in  this  coming  election  I am  confident  that 
Woodrow  Wilson  will  be  chosen  President.  After  that  if  we  do  not  get  what  we 
expect  there  will  be  established  in  America  the  strongest  political  Labour  Party 
on  God’s  green  earth.  (Laughter  and  cheers.)  We  are  in  a position  to  do  it. 
The  Trade  Unions  have  the  money ; they  have  the  working  day  and  the  working 
night.  They  have  the  conditions,  and  we  are  not  going  to  surrender  them,  and 
if  these  gentlemen,  who  like  to  compromise  their  faith  in  the  coming  Administration, 
do  not  redeem  their  pledges,  there  is  no  Conservative  in  the  American  Federation 
of  Labour  who  will  stop  the  workers  in  America  from  organising  a political  party. 
At  every  Presidential  election  in  our  country  both  of  the  old  parties  seek  the 
support  of  organised  Labour,  but,  as  a Federation,  we  have  kept  aside  from  the 
contest.  This  year  the  Democratic  party  practically  embraces  the  programme 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labour,  and  Mr.  Roosevelt,  who  is  running  a party 
on  his  own,  has  put  into  his  platform  a programme  which  we  should  not  dream 
of.  He  will  not  be  elected,  and  even  if  he  were  he  would  not  carry  out  one- 
thousandth  part  of  his  promises.  (Laughter.)  So  we  shall  have  a fine  opportunity 
for  testing  the  real  motives  of  the  Democratic  Party,  which  has  been  in  a minority 
for  the  last  20  years.  If  this  party  which  has  embraced  our  programme  does  not 
do  something  in  the  direction  of  satisfying  our  demands  it  seems  to  me  that  our 
movement  will  awaken  to  the  fact  that  it  is  high  time  that  it  started  a political 
movement  of  its  own. 

I have  had  an  opportunity  for  visiting  many  of  our  fellow  workers  in  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  I have  addressed  the  International  Printers’  Congress 
in  Stuttgart,  Germany.  There  I met  with  many  Labour  representatives  from 
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Russia,  Italy,  Germany,  France,  and  England,  and  in  all  these  gatherings  I have 
found  the  same  desire  as  here  and  in  America— a desire  to  remedy  the  evils  of  the 
workers  and  to  enable  them  to  reach  the  highst  possible  standard  of  usefulness  as 
citizens  and  men.  This  has  set  me  thinking,  and  made  me  ask  myself  if  it  is  not 
about  time  that  we,  who  are  bound  together  by  such  a sympathetic  bond  of 
community  in  interests,  should  determine  that  we  will  no  longer  fight  each  other, 
but  combine  in  a united  attack  upon  those  who  are  fighting  us.  (Cheers.)  As 
long  as  I may  be  permitted  to  remain  a representative  of  organised  Labour  in 
America  I shall  raise  my  voice  on  behalf  of  those  who  are  seeking  to  retain 
peaceful  conditions  with  the  nations  of  the  world,  and  I shall  refuse  to  lend  my 
assistance  or  lift  my  voice  in  favour  of  calling  out  my  brothers  in  America  to 
fight  my  brothers  in  some  other  country.  (Loud  cheers.)  It  has  been  insisted  by 
many  who  have  discussed  this  question  that  it  takes  away  the  idea  of  conquest 
to  be  too  favourably  disposed  towards  international  peace,  but  my  idea  of  conquest 
is  to  get  some  of  those  things  in  my  own  country  that  I have  not  had  hitherto. 
(Cheers.)  I have  no  desire  for  conquest  by  fighting  my  brothers  in  England,  or  in 
any  other  country  in  the  world,  and  I shall  always  enter  my  protest  against  any 
war  that  may  be  called  by  those  who  desire  conquest  in  the  familiar  acceptation  of 
that  word.  (Cheers.)  Let  those  who  want  war  go  and  fight  themselves,  we  will 
stay  at  home  and  fight  continuously  for  the  better  distribution  of  that  which  we 
think  is  ours.  (Cheers.) 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  extend  my  heartiest  thanks  to  your  Parliamentary 
Committee,  your  Chairman,  and  Secretary,  for  the  many  courtesies  they  have  shown 
to  me  as  well  as  to  my  wife.  I shall  take  back  to  America  the  kindliest  and 
happiest  thoughts  of  this  Congress  and  its  associations,  and  they  will  remain  in. 
my  memory  for  the  rest  of  my  days.  I hope  you  will  not  feel  hurt  at  my  allusions 
to  your  purchasing  power  and  its  possibilities.  That  is  part  of  my  make-up,  and  I 
say  to  you  in  all  sincerity  that  it  hurts  me  to  think  that  there  is  a girl  working 
in  a hotel  close  by  for  the  miserable  wage  of  4s.  per  week.  That  is  not  a proper 
proposition,  and  I cannot  fail  to  refer  to  these  things.  I thank  you  all,  and  I 
wish  you  every  possible  success  in  .your  great  work  on  behalf  of  your  fellow  workers 
in  this  country.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  H.  Walker  (Coal  Miners’  Union)  : I am  right  glad  to  be  able  to  be 
with  you.  To  begin  with,  I want,  on  my  own  behalf,  if  possible,  to  emphasise  the 
fraternal  greetings  conveyed  to  you  by  my  associate  delegate,  Bro.  Berry,  from  our 
movement,  and  say  that  they  cannot  be  made  too  strong,  or  any  stronger  than  the 
real  feelings  in  the  hearts  and  minds  of  our  friends,  which  they  have  charged  us 
to  interpret  to  you.  (Cheers.)  And,  in  addition,  our  president,  Bro.  Gompers, 
has  asked  that  he  be  very  kindly  remembered  and  his  best  wishes  extended  to  the 
Congress,  and  through  Congress  to  the  Labour  movement  of  Great  Britain. 
(Cheers.)  I have  had  a little  more  than  the  average  opportunity  for  meeting  the 
active  men  of  the  different  organisations  in  the  various  countries  on  the  Continent, 
because  I attended  as  a representative  of  our  own  union  the  International  Congress 
recently  held  in  Amsterdam.  I have  put  in  almost  two  months  travelling  around 
amongst  you,  and  just  to  give  you  an  idea  as  to  how  my  wife  and  sister  and  our 
little  girl  and  myself  have  been  treated,  I may  tell  you  that  we  had  a programme 
made  out  before  we  left  America  with  the  idea  of  seeing  a number  of  friends  and 
relatives  in  the  different  places  we  were  to  visit ; and  it  has  been  so  hard  for  us  to 
leave  each  of  those  places  that  we  have  not  been  able  to  carry  out  more  than  one- 
half  of  our  programme,  which  we  thought  would  not  occupy  more  than  a fortnight. 
We  could  not  have  been  treated  with  greater  kindness  than  has  fallen  to  our  share 
from  the  membership  and  friends  of  the  Labour  movement. 

I want  to  say  a few  things  with  regard  to  our  own  movement,  and,  like  Bro. 
Berry,  I will  refer  to  what,  in  my  opinion,  might  be  helpful  to  you  and  to  yours 
over  here.  But  I want  you  to  understand  quite  thoroughly  that  there  is  in  what  I 
am  about  to  say  no  feeling  other  than  that  of  one  brother  towards  another.  In 
America,  as  Bro.  Berry  has  stated,  our  movement  is  practically  confined — at  least, 
so  far  as  formal  official  action  is  concerned — to  the  economic  phase  of  our  work. 
The  question  of  formal  political  action  has  been  debated  and  re-debated  in  different 
Conventions,  but  so  far  it  has  been  decided  that  we  should  be  content  to  take  such 
a line  in  politics  as  to  administer  a stinging  rebuke  to  our  enemies  and  support  our 
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friends.  But,  as  Bro.  Berry  has  stated,  there  are  a number  of  international  unions 
outside  of  the  general  movement,  or  outside  of  the  general  Conference,  that  have 
taken  at  least,  if  not  a more  progressive,  as  there  is  a question  in  the  minds  of 
some  as  to  whether  it  is  progressive  altogether,  but  they  have  taken  a more  decided 
and  definite  position  in  the  matter  than  the  rest  of  the  Labour  movement.  We 
have  found  it  difficult  at  times  to  tell  for  sure  who  are  our  friends  and  who  are  our 
enemies.  No  man  in  the  political  movement  in  our  country  ever  secured  any 
standing  as  a politician  who  was  not  able  to  agree  to  give  everyone  everything  they 
wanted  before  the  election  has  been  held ; and  there  has  been  so  few  of  them  made 
good  after  the  election  was  over  that  the  members  of  the  unions  have  decided  that 
they  ought  to  feel  their  way  a little  further  in  order  to  bripg  about  a better  method 
for  securing  real  representation  for  the  workers  in  the  Government.  The  organisa- 
tion that  I am  a member  of  is  one  of  that  character.  The  union,  and  the  district 
organisation  that  I am  president  of,  and  from  which  I come  direct,  which  is  the 
largest  and  the  strongest  numerically  of  any  division  in  our  union,  has  gone  as 
far  as  the  most  advanced  has  gone  on  these  lines.  They  have  used  their  influence 
for  the  general  Labour  movement  within  the  State,  and  have  done  everything 
possible  to  act  in  harmony  with  the  policy  of  the  great  international  movement. 
We  have,  at  the  same  time,  gone  as  far  as  we  possibly  can  in  the  direction  of 
securing  everything  it  was  possible  to  get  within  the  State  politically,  and  as  a 
result,  so  far  as  the  workers  generally  are  concerned,  and  the  miners  in  particular, 
I believe  we  can  say  truthfully  that  we  have  the  best  code  of  laws  covering  the 
industries  and  affecting  the  workers  in  our  State  of  any  State  in  the  union,  and 
that  they  will  compare  favourably  with  the  most  advanced  anywhere  on  earth 
to-day.  We  have  done  to  the  politicians  what  they  have  done  to  us.  We  have 
favoured  our  friends  in  the  other  parties,  and  administered  a stinging  rebuke  to  our 
enemies.  And  all  the  time  we  have  been  building  up  our  own  party,  and  the 
work  has  proceeded  to  that  extent,  even  in  a general  way,  that  the  Czar  of  America, 
the  man  who  for  15  years  exercised  greater  power  in  America  than  any  despot  in 
any  country  on  earth — he  exercised  that  power  in  America  which  stood  in  the  way 
of  our  securing  an  amendment  of  the  Injunction  Law  and  the  Eight  Hour  Law — has 
not  only  agreed  in  the  recent  Session  of  Congress  to  support  our  demands,  but 
has  promised  to  bring  in  an  amendment  providing  that  the  Government  shall  not 
buy  any  coal  from  a company  whose  men  work  more  than  eight  hours  a day. 
(Cheers.) 

I honestly  believe  that  in  the  coming  election  Woodrow  Wilson  may  get  a 
majority  of  votes,  but  Taft,  if  he  is  able  to  do  it,  has  shown  that  his  scruples 
will  not  stand  in  the  way  of  his  stealing  the  Presidency.  (Laughter.)  With 
him,  evidently,  it  does  not  matter  who  gets  the  votes ; he  means  to  have  the  job. 
But  the  pne  thing  which  more  than  all  others  will  influence  them  in  regard  to 
their  attitude  towards  the  workers  will  be  the  fact  that,  during  the  last  year  or 
so  the  effective  voting  power  of  Labour  has  more  than  doubled,  and  as  a conse- 
quence their  candidate  will  get  more  than  double  the  number  of  votes  which  he 
secured  four  years  ago.  When  they  see  one  million  votes  or  more — and  that  is 
a Conservative  figure  in  this  matter — cast  in  an  intelligent  manner  by  the  workers 
in  their  own  interest  they  will  realise  that,  not  because  they  like  the  workers, 
but  in  their  own  interests  they  will  have  to  give  them  some  of  the  things  we  have 
been  fighting  for  so  long. 

There  is  one.  other  phase  of  our  movement  I want  to  refer  to  which  Bro.  Berry 
has  touched  upon  slightly.  We  have  now  30  different  classes  of  labour  working  below 
and  above  ground  in  the  mines,  and  every  man  who  works  below  ground,  and  every 
man  who  works  above  ground  anywhere  near  a coal  mine,  must  belong  to  our 
organisation.  (Cheers.)  Well,  we  are  able  to  enforce  that  condition  or  the  member- 
ship do  not  work  at  all.  Some  men  criticised  us  for  that  attitude,  but  we  have 
taken  a lesson  from  what  we  have  seen  all  around  us.  Over  in  our  country  the 
bricklayers  have  a separate  union  in  the  building  industry,  but  they  are  not 
getting  it  all  their  own  way  as  they  used  to  do.  They  used  to  get  short  hours 
and  good  conditions  and  big  wages  as  the  result  of  their  being,  willing  to  work 
in  an  unorganised  condition.  The  great  railroad  industry  had  the  skilled  man, 
the  engineer,  with  his  separate  union,  and  he  took  up  the  same  position  as  did 
the  bricklayer  in  the  building  industry.  The  bottle-blower  in  the  glass  industry 
did  the  same  thing,  and  the  result  was  that,  while  a few  exceptionally  skilled 
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workers  got  decent  wages,  hours,  and  conditions,  the  great  majority  of  the  workers 
were  kept  unorgansied,  because  of  the  fact  that  these  men,  in  exchange  for  these 
exceptional  things  given  to  them  by  the  employers,  were  willing  to  allow  them- 
selves to  be  used  by  the  employers  in  preventing  the  progress  of  the  unorganised 
workers.  They  not  only  refused  to  help  their  less  unfortunate  brethren,  but 
actually  stood  in  the  way  of  their  improvement.  The  coal  miners  saw  these  things 
going  on,  and  we  made  up  our  minds  that  we  could  not  have  a strong  union 
unless  we  had  them  all  in,  and,  gentlemen,  they  are  all  in.  And  I want  to  say 
that  the  skilled  men,  who  might  have  got  a little  more  by  keeping  unorganised, 
have  been  able  to  secure  greater  advantages  on  account  of  this  larger  union. 
The  unskilled  workers  fqr  their  part  have  been  able  to  get  better  wages,  con- 
ditions, and  hours  through  our  organisation  than  they  would  have  secured  if 
we  had  continued  to  act  as  an  organisation  of  scientific  scabs.  In  America,  /as 
Bro.  Berry  says,  this  sentiment  is  growing,  getting  stronger  every  day,  and  the 
workers,  skilled  and  unskilled,  everywhere  are  fighting  to  establish  that  kind  of 
a union  which  will  not  only  prevent  one  organisation  from  working  against  another, 
but'  will  enable  all  the  workers  to  come  to  each  other’s  assistance  when  troubles 
are  on. 

War?  War?  We  do  the  fighting,  and  we  do  the  dying,  and  we  pay  the  bills 
when  it  is  all  over,  and  the  other  fellow  not  only  does  not  do  these  things,  but 
he  takes  advantage  while  we  are  fighting  to  rob  us  more  than  in  times  of  peace. 
(Cheers.)  So,  from  any  point  of  view,  the  intelligent  worker  is  in  opposition  to 
modern  war.  If  a public  declaration  were  made  in  favour  of  the  world’s  peace 
the  miners,  along  with  a number  of  other  unions,  have  decided — and  I am  satisfied 
they  will  do  it — to  put  into  operation  a policy  that  may  really  have  the  effect  of 
seriously  diminishing  the  possibility  of  a number  of  wars.  If  they  do  not  get 
coal  there  will  not  be  many  modern  wars,  and  if  the  mine  workers  will  not  furnish 
the  American  Government  or  any  other  Government  with  coal  to  prosecute  a 
war  my  judgment  is  that  there  will  not  be  any  war.  In  the  event  of  the  close 
possibility  of  war  in  the  future  I would  not  be  surprised  if  something  of  that 
kind  does  not  happen.  But  there  is  one  country  over  here  that  I would  like  to 
see  commence  a war  if  there  was  not  anyone  to  kill,  because  I think  the  first  time 
that  this  gentleman  goes  into  war  he  will  lose  his  job,  and  there  will  be  a new 
Republic  born.  Look  at  the  situation.  Three  millions  of  the  ablest  and  strongest 
and  most  vigorous  men  in  their  prime  in  a population  of  one  hundred  millions 
taken  out,  and  the  old  men  and  the  young  boys  left,  those  least  able  to  bear 
burdens,  have  got  to  feed  these  fellows,  clothe  them,  pay  them  wages,  and  furnish 
them  with  battleships,  powder,  shell,  rifles,  every  particle  not  only  useless,  but 
to  be  used  in  a destructive  war  against  their  own  brothers.  These  people  are 
waking  up  to  the  fact  that  these  three  million  men  could  earn  their  own  living 
if  they  had  the  opportunity,  and  they  are  determined  that  they  are  not  going  to 
allow  themselves  to  carry  that  burden  any  further  than  they  will  be  compelled  to 
carry  it  in  the  future.  If  they  had  a war  65,000  is  the  limit  of  the  standing  army, 
and  they  would  have  to  depend  upon  the  willingness  of  the  citizens  to  volunteer  to 
make  it  a success,  and  they  know  they  will  not  do  that.  So  that  there  is  a 
diminishing  of  the  possibility  of  unrighteous  wars.  When  you  have  three  million 
men  in  the  army  and  navy  that  are  hanging  like  a millstone  on  the  necks  of  the 
people  they  have  almost  got  to  start  a war  in  order  to  justify  the  maintenance 
of  such  an  army  and  navy,  so  that  you  can  see  there  is  not  only  a great  burden 
to  be  carried  under  these  circumstances,  but  there  is  every  favourable  condition 
to  precipitate  a war.  From  the  workers’  point  of  view  they  get  nothing  but  the 
bullets  and  the  bills,  but  the  time  has  come  when  the  intelligent  worker  is  going 
to  stop  that  sort  of  thing,  and  the  Amercian  Labour  movement  is  entirely  with 
you  in  this  matter,  and  will  make  its  position  clear  in  unmistakable  language  at 
the  right  moment.  If  people  want  war  to  extend  their  markets  they  will  have  to 
do  the  fighting  themselves.  (Cheers.) 

There  is  one  other  phase  of  our  movement  which  I want  to  touch  upon. 
Bro.  Berry  pointed  it  out,  but  I want  to  offer  a suggestion  that  may  be  helpful. 
Over  there  we  have  a label  which  enables  us  to  distinguish  between  the  non-union 
production  and  the  union  product,  and  we  patronise  the  label.  The  trouble  is  that 
we  have  too  many  labels.  There  are  over  one  hundred,  and  I hope  you  will  take 
the  benefit  of  our  experience,  and  avoid  the  mistake  we  fell  into  by  commencing 
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in  the  right  way.  I think  you  recognise  the  need  for  having  some  evidence  as  to  the 
union-made  product  to  distinguish  it  from  the  scab-made  work,  but  if  you  start 
the  label  try  and  arrange  to  have  the  minimum.  Each  organisation  in  America 
has  a label  of  its  own,  and  when  they  are  advised  to  reduce  the  number  each 
one  is  prepared  to  sacrifice  every  other  label  but  their  own.  You  will  find  it  much 
easier  to  adopt  one  label  and  surround  it  with  safeguards  than  to  establish  100 
separate  labels.  I want,  however,  in  passing,  to  congratulate  you  upon  having  a 
mighty  good  substitute  for  the  label  in  connection  with  your  co-operative  movement, 
for  every  man  must  know  that  if  he  buys  a product  from  the  co-operative  store  it 
is  made  by  union  men  and  women. 

Several  Delegates  : No  ! 

Mr.  Walker  : Well,  I am  glad  to  have  the  information.  It  ought  to  be,  and  it 
could  be,  if  the  workers  in  this  country  will  only  do  the  thing  on  commonsense 
lines.  That  is  one  of  the  things  I am  anxious  to  get  information  upon,  because  in 
the  near  future  we  expect  to  establish  a co-operative  movement,  and  between  now 
and  the  time  when  we  eliminate  profits  altogether  we  would  like  to  save  the  profits 
of  the  middleman  and  the  manufacturer.  In  districts  throughout  Great  Britain 
where  every  man  traded  at  the  co-operative  stores,  the  workers  could  always  stand 
out  a little  longer  when  a strike  was  on.  You  will  have  to  see  that  all  your  products 
are  made  by  union  men,  and  save  the  profit  made  under  the  present  system,  and 
when  you  have  arrived  at  that  point  it  will  be  much  easier  to  solve  the  larger 
problem. 

There  is  another  thing  I want  to  point  out,  and  that  is  the  question  of  equal 
opportunity  and  equal  pay  for  equal  work  on  the  part  of  women,  and  the  right  to 
vote  by  the  mother  the  same  as  the  father.  We  know,  to  begin  with,  that  the  self- 
respecting  woman  will  hesitate  before  mixing  up  with  politics,  but  we  also  know 
that  the  woman  could  not  possibly  make  a worse  job  with  her  vote  than  the  men 
have  been  making  with  theirs,  and  when  the  woman  understands  that  the  vote 
will  affect  the  life  of  her  boy  and  girl  it  will  be  harder  to  make  her  vote  against 
her  own  interests  than  it  is  in  the  case  of  the  man.  A woman,  no  more  than  a man, 
should  be  called  upon  to  work  and  live  in  a country  according  to  its  laws  without 
having  an  opportunity  for  deciding  how  that  country  should  be  governed,  and  the 
American  Labour  movement  has  taken  a decided  position  in  this  matter,  and  to-day 
there  is  a desire  to  bring  about  equality  for  women  in  the  matter  of  work  and 
political  power.  Without  any  desire  other  than  to  suggest  things  to  your  mind, 
I might  sa,y  that  in  that  direction  every  Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
and  of  the  Illinois  State  gives  the  woman  a chair.  I do  not  know  whether  they 
would  do  as  well  as  Bro.  Thorne  here,  but  they  give  them  a chair  to  bring  their 
case  forward.  It  has  been  a helpful  influence. 

In  conclusion,  I want  to  express  once  more,  on  behalf  of  my  wife  and  sister 
and  little  girl  and  myself,  our  sincere  appreciation  of  the  goodness  and  courtesy 
and  privileges  that  have  been  extended  to  us  while  here.  I know  that  I may 
possibly  have  trespassed  a little  upon  them,  but  we  do  appreciate  sincerely  the 
treatment  that  has  been  given  to  us.  We  could  not  have  been  treated  better  at 
home.  In  fact,  that  is  where  we  are,  for  I am  a Scotsman  and  my  wife  is  an 
English  woman.  We  have  not  only  enjoyed  ourselves,  but  we  have  learned  things 
that  I think  will  be  helpful  to  the  movement  over  the  water,  and  I trust  we  may 
also  have  mentioned  a few  things  that  will  be  helpful  to  you.  (Loud  cheers.) 

VOTE  OE  THANKS  TO  THE  AMERICAN  DELEGATES. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Roberts  (Typographical  Association)  moved  a vote  of  thanks  to  the 
American  fraternal  delegates  as  follows : I will  not  occupy  much  of  your  time,  but 
I desire  to  assure,  both  friends  Berry  and  Walker  that  it  is  a pleasure  for  us  to 
accept  their  fraternal  greetings,  and  that  we  most  profoundly  reciprocate  them. 
Last  year  I occupied  a similar  position  in  their  country  to  that  which  they  are  now 
filling  here.  And  while  in  America  I found  that  they  were  fighting  battles 
similar  to  our  own,  and  we  have  evidence  in  their  speeches  this  morning  that,  just 
as  our  positions  are  becoming  identical,  their  methods  are  being  more  and 
more  assimilated  to  our  own.  We  have  never  presumed  to  dictate  to  other 
countries  the  methods  they  should  pursue,  and  the  delegates  this  morning  from 
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America  have  simply  told  us  that  there  are  things  that  need  to  be  done.  Neverthe- 
less, these  fraternal  exchanges  do  good.  We  have  been  told  this  morning  that 
the  organised  workers  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  are  beginning  to  realise, 
perhaps  I should  say  are  fully  realising,  the  wisdom  of  the  movement  in  this 
country  in  securing  its  own  representatives  in  the  House  of  Commons.  The 
delegates  have  laid  stress  upon  the  fact  that  Trade  Unionism  was  largely  justified 
in  America  because  of  the  ability  of  the  trustmonger  to  tamper  with  tariffs. 
Therefore,  they  have  proved  in  their  speeches  the  recognition  of  what  we  have 
understood  for  some  time,  that  if  only  for  the  necessity  of  safeguarding  the  real 
value  of  wages,  our  political  action  has  thoroughly  justified  itself.  I am  only  going 
to  draw  attention  to  one  point  which  is  peculiar  to  the  organising  work  in  America. 
The  great  International  Federation  of  Labour  has  organisers  maintained  out  of 
a common  fund,  who  are  placed  at  the  disposal  of  those  sections  of  workers  who 
are  less  able  through  economic  stress  to  do  that  work.  (Cheers.)  I have  previously 
during  this  week  directed  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  agricultural  labourers 
and  others,  and  I believe  that  one  of  the  most  tangible  results  of  the  visit  of  the 
fraternal  delegates  would  be  that  we  were  determined  that  the  example  they  have 
set  would  be  followed  here,  because  I am  sure  the  result  will  be  equally  satis- 
factory. I am  sure  we  highly  appreciate  all  the  suggestions  that  have  been  made 
to  us. 

Mr.  J.  Cbinion  (Cardroom  Operatives) : In  seconding  this  vote  of  thanks,  I > 
desire  to  associate  myself  in  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Roberts,  and  as  there  are  other 
fraternal  delegates  to  follow,  I will  not  attempt  to  add  anything  to  what  he  has 
said. 

The  vote  of  thanks  was  carried  by  acclamation. 

PRESENTATIONS  TO  THE  AMERICAN  DELEGATES. 

The  President  : Bros.  Berry  and  Walker,  I have  now  a pleasant  duty  to 
perform.  There  is  a bowl  on  my  right  and  a dish  on  my  left.  The  bowl  and  the 
dish  have  been  made  in  Birmingham,  the  town  where  I was  bom.  They  turn  out 
some  good  things  in  Birmingham,  and  some  rotten  ones  ! (Laughter.)  I can  assure 
our  American  friends  that  the  bowl  and  the  dish  have  been  made  by  Trade  Union 
labour.  The  casters  who  cast  the  silver  ingots  are  Trade  Unionists,  the  men  who 
rolled  the  ingots  into  silver  sheets  are  Trade  Unionists,  and  the  men  who  made 
the  bowl  and  the  dish,  as  well  as  the  engraver,  are  Trade  Unionists  also.  But  we 
cannot  guarantee  as  to  whether  the  men  who  got  the  silver  from  the  mine  are 
Trade  Unionists  or  not,  because  it  comes  from  America.  (Laughter.)  Now,  Mr. 
Berry,  it  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  hand  you  this  present.  I think  I ought  to 
read  what  it  says  on  the  inscription  : ‘ ‘ Presented  by  the  Trades  Union  Congress 
to  Mr.  G.  L.  Berry,  delegate  from  the  American  Federati6n  of  Labour  to  Great 
Britain,  Newport,  September  4th,  1912.”  The  present  for  Mr.  Walker  bears  a 
similar  inscription. 

Mrs.  Berry  and  Mrs.  Walker  were  subsequently  presented  with  a gold  chain 
and  pendant  each,  the  President  placing  the  chains  round  the  necks  of  the  ladies 
amid  the  laughter  of  the  delegates. 

Mr.  Berry  acknowledged  the  presentation  as  follows : I have  taken  up  a good 
deal  of  the  time  of  the  Congress  already,  but  I cannot  refrain  from  reiterating  my 
sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  for  this  evidence  of  fraternity  and  good  feeling 
towards  myself  as  one  of  the  representatives  from  the  American  Federation  of 
Labour.  I am  sure  this  gift  will  remain  in  my  family  for  many  years  to  remind  me 
of  the  happy  hours  I have  spent  with  you,  and  I am  only  sorry  that  it  is  impossible 
for  us  to  take  you  all  back  to  America  in  order  to  give  more  practical  evidence  of 
our  appreciation.  I trust  there  will  be  some  of  you  over  there  before  long,  when 
you  may  be  sure  we  shall  do  our  best  to  give  you  as  fine  a welcome  as  you  have 
extended  to  us. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Walker  : I would  just  like  to  say  that  the  rules  which  govern 
Congress  do  not  appear  to  govern  your  President.  (Laughter.)  Yesterday  he 
cautioned  every  delegate  about  taking  his  own  wife  on  the  pier  for  the  river  trip, 
but  from  his  performance  just  now  on  this  platform  it  would  appear  that  he  does 
not  care  how  many  wives  he  takes  himself.  (Laughter. ) But  I cannot  help  noticing 
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that  -his  violation  of  the  rules  displays  excellent  taste  and  judgment  on  his  part. 
(Laughter.)  This  beautiful  plate  presented  by  you  is  doubly  valuable  in  my  eyes, 
because  it  is  not  only  the  emblem  of.  the  good  feeling  on  your  part  towards  us  and  the 
great  American  Labour  movement,  but  it  has  come  from  the  hands  of  union  work- 
men from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  and  it  will  always  be  a reminder  of  the  happiest 
three  months  I have  ever  spent  in  my  life  and  an  inspiration  for  my  work  in  the 
future.  (Cheers.) 

Mrs.  Berry  : I desire  to  thank  you  most  sincerely  for  this  beautiful  gift.  I 
shall  always  cherish  it  with  happy  memories  of  this  occasion.  (Cheers.) 

Mrs.  Walker:  I have  never  made  a speech  in  my  life  before.  It  is  most 
embarrassing.  But  I am  glad  to  be  with  you  all.  I think  you  are  doing  a good 
work,  and  I hope  it  will  continue  to  prosper.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  Walker:  My  wife  says  she  has  never  made  a speech  before.  My  word, 
if  you  had  heard  her  talking  to  me  sometimes  ! (Laughter.) 

greetings  from  the  labour  party. 

The  President  : I have  now  another  pleasing  duty  to  perform,  and  that  is 
to  call  upon  the  Chairman  of  the  British  Labour  Party  to  address  the  Congress, 
namely,  our  friend  Mr.  Ramsay  Macdonald. 

Mr.  Ramsay  Macdonald,  M.P.,  whose  rising  was  the  signal  for  a remarkable 
outburst  of  applause,  addressed  Congress  as  follows : Mr.  Thorne  and  friends,  I 
have  been  appointed  by  the  Labour  Party  to  convey  to  the  Trades  Union  Congress 
its  most  sincere  filial  respects  and  regards.  We  are  your  daughter,  and  we  always 
like  to  come  back  to  your  hearthstone.  My  friends,  we  are  especially  filled  with 
hope  and  pleasure  at  the  knowledge  that  your  membership  has  increased  this 
year,  for  there  can  be  no  strong  Labour  Party  in  the  House  of  Commons  unless 
there  is  a strong  Trade  Union  party  outside.  We  cannot  do  your  work ; you  cannot 
do  our  work.  The  work  of  Labour  has  got  to  be  sub-divided  into  the  economic  work 
and  the  political  work,  and  only  when  the  economic  forces  are  working  through 
the  workshop  and  the  organisations  and  co-operating  closely  with  the  political 
forces  of  Labour  shall  we  obtain  the  emancipation  which  we  all  hope  to  secure 
before  long.  The  events  of  the  last  two  years  have  shown  us  the  wisdom  of 
creating  a Labour  Party.  You  cannot  come  out  on  strike,  whether  you  like  it  or 
not,  without  the  Board  of  Trade,  or  the  Prime  Minister,  or  the  Cabinet,  or  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  interfering.  You  cannot  lay  down  tools  or  declare 
war  on  a class  of  aggressive  capitalists ; you  cannot  paralyse  industry  except  we 
have  pressure  brought  to  bear  from  your  side,  from  the  Cabinet,  from  the 
capitalists’  side,  and  in  the  House  of  Commons  from  both  sides,  and  the  repre- 
sentative interests  of  this  country  are  going  to  try  to  get  you  to  meet  and  square 
up  your  difficulties,  and  if  that  is  no  good,  they  are  going  to  try  to  pass  legis- 
lation to  settle  the  matter.  What  are  you  going  to  do  ? Can  you  afford  to  meet 
year  by  year  in  this  Congress  just  to  pass  resolutions  and  send  them  up  to 
Whitehall  ? No.  You  have  to  get  the  men  standing  in  the  House  of  Commons 
and  making  speeches  in  the  House  of  Commons  like  those  which  have  been 
delivered  so  eloquently  during  the  sittings  of  this  Congress.  (Cheers.) 

In  view  of  that  necessity  the  so-called  Osborne  judgment  was  a great  blow 
to  you,  but  if  you  are  content  to  be  but  a wing  of  another  party  it  is  no  blow 
at  all.  If  you  are  content  that  your  fees  and  election  expenses  shall  be  found 
by  the  men  whom  you  have  to  fight  in  your  industrial  battles  the  Osborne 
judgment  does  not  matter  a snap  of  the  fingers  to  you.  But  if  you  are  going  to 
build  up  your  own  organisations,  and  pay  your  own  candidates’  expenses,  and 
put  your  own  men  in  the  House  of  Commons — a united,  a solid,  and  determined 
phalanx  of  Labour  Members — then  the  Osborne  judgment  means  everything  to 
you.  (Cheers.)  You  see  the  effect  of  this  judgment  in  the  bye-elections.  Am 
I “letting  the  cat  out  of  the  bag”  when  I confess  that  during  the  last  four  or 
five  years  we  have  been  keeping  our  political  machinery  going  in  face  -of  the  most 
terrible  consequences  and  tremendous  difficulties.  We  would  not  have  been  41 
Members  in  the  House  of  Commons  if  there  had  been  no  Osborne  judgment. 
They  know  quite  well  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  the  Osborne  judgment  is 
bleeding  the  Labour  movement  on  its  political  side,  and  I congratulate  you  upon 
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the  magnificent  unanimity  you  displayed  with  respect  to  that  resolution  oh  the 
Osborne  judgment. 

Next  month  we  are  going  to  arm  ourselves  with  a new  weapon.  We  are  going 
to  have  a newspaper  representing  the  Labour  Party,  which  will  defend  their  actions 
and  explain  their  position  to  the  rank  and  file  and  the  great  masses  of  the 
electors.  I am  not  afraid  to  say  to  you  that  the  ‘"Daily  Citizen”  is  going  to  be 
the  official  organ  of  the  Labour  Party.  You  are  not  going  to  have  your  Labour 
Paity  criticised,  inspired,  and  interpreted  to  the  great  masses  of  Labour  by  any 
sectional  production.  If  you  want  the  Labour  Party  adequately  defended  and  its 
actions  properly  explained,  and  the  great  mass  of  our  supporters  in  the  country 
placed  in  a position  to  understand  what  we  are  trying  and  hoping  to  do  for  them, 
let  us  honestly  say  to  each  other  that  the  newspaper  that  is  going  to  do  that 
must  be  the  mouthpiece  of  the  party  which  represents  you  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
And  that  is  what  the  “ Daily  Citizen  ” is  going  to  be. 

May  I say  another  word  ? The  Labour  Party  is  an  independent  party,  and  the 
Labour  Party  must  remain  independent,  but  always  remember,  when  you!  scan 
our  doings  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  an  independent  party  can  be  used  by 
the  Opposition  as  well  as  by  the  Government  itself.  When  you  stand  independent 
in  the  House  of  Commons  do  remember  that  there  two  sides  that  want  your  votes. 
You  do  not  only  have  to  keep  a Government  in  office,  but  you  have  to  keep  an 
Opposition  from  coming  into  power.  You  are  not  going  to  have  your  men  in  the 
House  of  Commons  serving  you  living  in  a fool’s  paradise  or  an  idle  world.  In 
the  House  of  Commons  we  have  the  Government  on  one  side  and  the  Opposition  on 
the  other,  and  there  we,  a body  of  41  men,  sit  between.  If  we  go  that  side  we 
are  scorned,  and  if  we  go  to  the  other  we  are  laughed  at ! I am  sorry  to  say 
that  there  is  not  so  very  much  honour  in  politics  new,  but  there  we  are.  Let 

me  illustrate  what  I mean.  The  other  day  we  wanted  a clear  division  on  the 

question  of  a Single  Chamber  Government  for  Ireland.  The  Opposition  said,  “ We 
will  not  allow  you  to  have  it ; we  will  compel  you  to  vote  for  or  against  Home 
Rule.  We  will  nominally  say  it  is  a Single  Chamber  division,  but  the, reality 
will  be  that  it  is  to  be  a Home  Rule  motion.” 

Politics  are  real.  If  your  votes  mean  nothing  at  all  our  task  is  simple,  but 

if  they  are  real  and  valuable  it  is  difficult.  And  when  you  get  the  Opposition 

prepared  to  sacrifice  and  desert  every  principle  it  professes  to  get  into  power 
what  are  we  to  do  ? I tell  you  frankly  that  I led  the  party  then,  and  I will  do 
it  again,  on  the  path  of  real  politics,  not  on  the  path  of  nominal  politics.  (Loud 
cheers. ) In  the  work  we  are  doing  in  the  House  of  Commons  you  have  to  remember 
that,  while  there  is  a morass  on  one  side  of  the  road,  there  is  a wild  beast  waiting 
to  devour  us  on  the  other,  and  in  keeping  out  of  the  morass  I am  not  going  to  put 
myself  into  the  jaws  of  the  wild  beast.  (Cheers.)  You  have  got  to  keep  straight 
in  the  middle  of  the  road  of  progress,  and  really  straight,  not  nominally  straight. 
You  have  to  keep  your  end  in  view,  and  your  end  is  in  front.  You  have  to  keep 
the  doctrines,  but  your  doctrines  were  not  handed  down  to  you  in  the  sixties  by  a 
few  people  who  wrote  some  interesting  phrases. 

The  Labour  Party,  as  I have  said,  is  your  daughter,  and  the  Labour  Party 
is  proud  of  your  success.  The  Labour  Party,  moreover,  is  cheered  by  your  success. 
The  only  thing  I want — and  I ask  this  in  the  name  of  the  Labour  Party — is 
just  a little  bit  more  generosity,  a little  more  solidarity,  a little  more  of  that 
capacity  to  judge  our  difficulties  from  your  own  Trade  Union  experiences,  and 
then,  and  this  above  all,  a little  more  support,  so  that  the  41  are  enormously 
increased  in  numbers.  When  that  happens  we  will  come  here  year  after  year 
through  our  representatives  to  pay  you  the  homage  that  I am  charged  to  pay  you 
here  to-day,  but  as  the  years  go  on  the  delegates  from  the  party  will  be  able  to 
put  more  and  more  precious  stores  at  your  feet  of  the  achievements  of  your  political 
representatives.  We  will  be  able  to  say  that  we  have  gone  farther  and  farther  on  the 
road  we  wish  to  travel.  We  shall  be  able  to  give  you  more  cheer,  hope,  and 
encouragement  for  the  battles  that  still  remain  to  be  fought  for  the  full  emancipa- 
tion of  the  working  classes  of  this  country.  (Loud  cheers.) 

Mr.  Macdonald  was  compelled  to  leave  Newport  immediately,  and,  at  the 
conclusion  of  his  address,  he  left  the  Congress  hall  amid  the  enthusiastic  applause 
of  the  delegates. 
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GREETINGS  FROM  THE  GENERAL  FEDERATION  OF  TRADE  UNIONS. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Appleton,  delivering  the  fraternal  greetings  of  the  General 
Federation  of  Trade  Unions,  said  I am  charged  by  the  Management  Committee 
of  the  General  Federation  of  Trade  Unions  to  bring  you  heartiest  greetings,  and  I 
would  it  were  possible  to  convey  them  in  the  same  eloquent  manner  and  to  deliver 
my  utterances  with  the  same  convincing  force  that  Mr.  Macdonald  has  just  dis- 
played. I want  you  to  understand  that  the  relationship  which  exists  between 
. the  Trades  Union  Congress  and  the  General  Federation  is  as  warm  and  close 
as  ever  it  has  been  since,  fortunately  or  unfortunately,  Congress  decided  to 
delegate  part  of  its  duties  to  the  Federation.  Probably  that  is  partly  due  to  the 
warm  friendship  and  high  regard  with  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Congress  and 
myself  regard  each  other.  Probably,  also,  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  in  our  respective 
aims  there  is  no  divergence  of  principle.  I know  it  has  been  said  that  the  General 
Federation  of  Trade  Unions  is  a dying  organisation.  Probably  the  wish  was 
father  to  the  thought,  for  I am  certain  it  was  never  stronger,  nor  held  a better 
position  in  the  esteem  of  the  workers,  nor  better  able  to  do  good  work  than  now. 
We  have  taken  a leaf  out  of  the  books  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labour, 
for  we  have  to-day  an  organiser  in  England,  another  in  Scotland,  and  a third  in 
Wales.  During  the  last  year  we  have  reorganised  entirely  our  financial  position 
and  basis,  and  have  swept  aside  some  of  the  crudities  that  were  forced  upon  us, 
and  in  spite  of  our  difficulties  we  have  added  20  new  societies  to  our  list  of 
affiliated  organisations,  increased  the  membership  by  200,000,  and  disbursed  during 
the  twelve  months  £100,000,  without  which  some  of  the  societies  would  have  been 
very  badly  placed  indeed.  I doubt  if  there  is  any  other  organisation  in  tins  or 
any  other  country  that  can  point  to  such  successes.  In  addition  to  that,  out  of 
nothing  we  have  evolved  an  organisation  which  has  now  200  societies  affiliated  to 
it  for  the  purpose  of  administering  the  National  Insurance  Act— for  the  purpose, 
that  is,  of  helping  those  who  are  unable  to  help  themselves.  That  proves  that  we 
are  not  a dying  organisation,  but  full  of  virility,  and  have  succeeded  in  accom- 
plishing things  that  seemed  impossible.  I want  everyone  to  understand  further 
that  we  must  walk  side  by  side  and  hand  in  hand,  not  only  with  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress,  but  with  the  Executive  Committee  oi 
the  Labour  Party.  We  cannot  afford  to  go  independently  of  each  other  or  neglect 
the  assistance  which  each  can  give  to  the  other.  I have  much  pleasure  in  con- 
veying the  fraternal  greetings,  of  the  Federation,  and  trust  that  the  succes's  of 
your  next  year’s  Congress  will  be  even  greater  than  that  which  is  attending  your 
present  deliberations. 

fraternal  greetings  from  the  co-operative  union. 

Mr.  W.  Bryant  (Blaenavon)  brought  greetings  from  the  Co-operative  Union. 
He  said : It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  stand  before  you  for  just  a couple  of 
minutes,  because  I am  sure  we  possess  one  fellow  feeling  in  the  thought  that  the 
luncheon  interval  is  drawing  near.  (Laughter.)  We  .often  describe  the  Trade 
Union  movement  and  the  Co-operative  movement  as  sister  organisations,  and  I 
will  ask  you  this  morning  to  consider  the  great  development  that  is  taking  place 
along  the  lines  of  similarity  and  agreement  among  us,  and  to  see  how  much  good  we 
may  derive  from  each  other’s  movement.  We  have  heard  a great  deal  from  our 
friends  across  the  water,  and  we  look  to  them  as  leaders  in  many  ways,  but  in 
this  particular  department  of  the  economics  of  the  workingman  we  believe  we 
have  some  lessons  to  teach  them.  Do  you  know  that  the  membership  of  the 
co-operative  movement  is  no  small  matter.  You  have  naturally  been  rejoicing  in 
the  great  accession  of  numbers  to  this  Congress,  and  I can  also  bring  you  reports 
of  a strong  growth  in  the  numerical  strength  of  the  Co-operative  Union.  We 
represent  a membership  of  2,760,000.  This,  in  the  main,  represents  that  number 
of  families,  and  for  these  people  we  are  endeavouring  to  cater. 

There  has  been  a note  in  this  Congress,  which  has  almost  struck  dismay  to 
my  heart,  with  reference  to  the  attitude  of  the  co-operative  movement  towards 
the  ideals  of  Trade  Unionists.  It  was  a note  that  seemed  to  have  some  hostility 
about  it,  but,  while  we  regret  that  the  co-operative  movement  is  not  perfect,  it 
contains  a huge  army  of  social  reformers  who  would  sweep  out  everything  of  a 
questionable  character  if  they  had  the  power  to  do  so.  I have  also  heard  in  this 
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Congress,  I may  be  permitted  to  remind  you,  suggestions  that  the  Trade  Union 
movement  itself  was  not  quite  perfect.  Well,  on  this  ground  we  may  be  both  agreed 
that  we  are  following  after  perfection  even  while  we  do  not  attain  to  it.  We 
are  told  that  we  are  a dividend-hunting  organisation,  but  that  is  not  true.  Last 
year,  for  instance,  we  devoted  the  sum  of  £100,000  for  the  furtherance  of  educational 
projects  with  the  main  idea  of  building  up  a better  educated  and  truer-hearted 
class  of  citizens.  We  also  subscribed  to  charitable  objects  over  £65,000.  This 
is  one  of  our  common  grounds.  You  are  trying  to  bring  into  being  a newspaper 
that  shall  represent  the  best  interests  of  the  workers,  and  we  are  trying  to  educate 
our  people  to  have  a trade  publication.  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  think 
there  are  so  many  points  of  agreement  between  us,  and  that  in  the  co-operative 
movement  there  is  a most  hopeful  field  for  the  carrying  on  of  industry  in  the 
way  it  should  be  carried  on.  We  have  120,000  employes,  and  if  they  are  not  treated 
properly  I would  ask  you  to  attend  the  quarterly  meetings  to  nominate  the  proper 
sort  of  men  on  the  committee,  who  will  put  into  operation  what  you  claim  to 
be  the  proper  conditions  of  employment.  I suggest  to  you  that  there  is  in  our 
enormous  activities  as  co-operators  a hopeful  field  where  we  can  join  hands  and  show 
that  we  can  develop  this  principle  to  such  a degree  that  as  we  increase  our  factories 
and  the  number  of  our  employes  we  shall  increase  our  hold  of  the  industry  of 
the  country,  and  increase  our  profits  without  robbing  anyone  by  stopping  these 
great  capitalistic  combines  from  growing  up.  I tender  you  once  again  my  heartfelt 
thanks  for  this  opportunity  of  explaining  our  work  and  plans,  and  ask  you  to 
accept  the  best  wishes  of  the  Co-operative  Union  for  your  movement.  (Cheers.) 


FRATERNAL  GREETINGS  FROM  RUSSIA. 

Madame  Kollantay,  of  St.  Petersburg,  addressed  Congress  on  behalf  of  the 
Russian  Labour  movement.  She  expressed  her  thanks  for  the  kind  greetings  of  the 
delegates  to  herself  as  the  representative  of  the  Russian  Labour  movement.  The 
Russian  Socialist  Labour  Party,  she  said,  always  had  the  greatest  admiration  for 
their  English  compatriots,  who  were  able  to  show  what  was  meant,  in  the  ameliora- 
tion of  the  lot  of  the  workers,  by  the  passession  of  a strong  Trade  Union 
organisation.  Especially  during  the  past  18  months  had  they  in  Russia  been 
impressed  by  the  great  struggle  of  the  workers  against  the  unscrupulous  tactics 
of  the  employers.  She  regarded  the  industrial  upheavals  in  the  transport  trade 
of  England  as  a proof  that  the  limit  of  endurance  had  been  reached  in  connection 
with  a certain  diplomacy  of  the  old  world.  If  they  saw  that  the  Syndicalist  was 
growing  up,  was  not  that  just  because  they  had  had  a little  too  much  of  the 
diplomacy  of  the  old  world  ? If  they  wanted  a really  powerful  movement,  not  only  ■ 
on  the  economic  side,  but  also  on  the  Parliamentary  side,  they  must  organise  their 
economic  movement  on  the  basis  of  the  class  struggle.  With  regard  to  the  Labour 
conditions  in  Russia,  they  must  not  too  hastily  assume  that  the  Russian  Labour 
movement  was  being  crushed  by  the  forces  of  reaction,  that  half  of  their  people 
were  in  prison,  and  the  other  half  in  Siberia.  They  had  a strong  movement  in 
Russia,  and  it  was  never  more  prosperous  than  now.  They  had  a Trade  Union 
movement  in  Russia,  and  there  had  been  several  great  strikes.  They  were  running 
democratic  newspapers  in  St.  Petersburg,  with  a circulation  of  100,000  copies,  and 
now  they  were  in  the  middle  of  the  elections  for  the  Dumas,  and  that  was  where 
they  required  the  help  of  their  English  friends.  She  advised  the  English  Labour 
friends  to  go  ahead  with  their  work  in  the  way  it  had  been  developing  in  recent 
years.  “ You  need  not  speak  of  this  class  struggle  if  you  do  not  wish  to  do  so,” 
she  concluded,  “ but  engage  in  it  all  the  same,  and  then  we  shall  come  soon  to  the 
great  purpose  of  the  enfranchisement  of  the  Labour  class  of  the  whole  world.” 
(Cheers.) 

THANKS  TO  FRATERNAL  DELEGATES. 

The  President  : We  are  all  in  favour  of  votes  for  women,  I am  sure,  after  that 
speech.  (Laughter.)  In  your  name,  it  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  move 
that  the  best  thanks  of  the  Congress  be  voted  to  Mr.  Ramsay  Macdonald,  Mr. 
Bryant,  Mr.  Appleton,  and  our  good  lady  friend  and  comrade  the  Russian  delegate. 

The  vote  of  thanks  was  carried  unanimously. 
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NOMINATION  FOR  CANADA  : IMPORTANT  POINT. 

Mr.  D.  Gilmour  (Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee) : I have 
rather  an  important  point  to  consult  Congress  upon.  The  list  of  nominations  for 
the  position  of  fraternal  delegate  to  Canada  has  been  handed  to  us  as  follows:  — 

Mr.  J.  Cross  (Amalgamated  Weavers). 

Mr.  Will  Thorne  (National  Gas  Workers). 

Mr.  John  Hill  (Boilermakers). 

Mr.  J.  E.  Williams  (Railway  Servants). 

Mr.  J.  Winstone  (Miners’  Federation). 

Mr.  Winstone  was  nominated  by  the  South  Wales  Bakers’  Society,  and  that  is 
where  the  difficulty  has  arisen.  We  cannot  print  this  paper  as  though  Mr.  Winstone 
were  the  representative  of  the  Miners’  Federation,  because  he  has  not  been 
nominated  by  that  body.  Congress  must  decide  the  matter.  It  is  rather  an 
important  point,  and  we  do  not  want  to  take  the  responsibility  of  printing  the  list 
without  your  consent.  We  want  you  to  decide  as  to  Mr.  Winstone’s  nomination. 
There  was  another  nomination  sent  in  which  the  secretary  did  not  accept,  because 
it  came  too  late. 

The  President  : The  Chairman  has  asked  me  and  the  Congress  to  decide  as 
to  whether  a delegate  of  this  Congress  can  be  nominated  by  another  organisation 
than  the  one  he  is  sent  here  to  represent.  So  far  as  I know,  there  is  no  objection 
to  any  man  being  nominated  by  any  organisation  and  allowed  to  run.  Is  it  your 
wish  that  Mr.  Winstone’s  name  be  allowed  to  stand? 

Congress  agreed  that  Mr.  Winstone’s  name  should  remain  in  the  list  of 
candidates  for  the  Canadian  delegation. 

Congress  adjourned  for  luncheon. 


AFTERNOON  SITTING. 


VALUATIONS  UNDER  THE  NATIONAL  INSURANCE  ACT. 

Mr.  W.  Mosses  (Patternmakers)  moved  : — ■ 

That  having  regard  to  the  difficulty  caused  by  the  creation  of  four  separate 
sets  of  Commissioners  under  the  National  Insurance  Act,  1911,  f this  Congress 
instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  draft  a short  amending  Bill  which 
will  enable  societies  having  a total  membership  of  5,000  and  over  in  the  four 
countries  to  be  treated  as  one  entity  for  valuation  purposes  under  the  National 
Insurance  Act,  1911. 

He  said : I have  much  pleasure  in  moving  this  resolution.  The  resolution  sent  in 
by  my  own  society  has  been  rejected  as  being  out  of  order.  We  intended  to  strike 
at  the  real  root  of  our  objections  to  the  present  scheme  of  national  insurance  by 
asking  for  the  abolition  of  the  English,  Scotch,  Welsh,  and  Irish  Commissioners,  by 
reverting  to  the  original  intention  of  the  Government  to  have  one  set  of  Commis- 
sioners responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  Act.  However,  that  has  been 
ruled  out  of  order,  and  I*  have  no  other  alternative  than  to  accept  the  modified 
resolution  from  the  Shipconstructive  and  Shipwrights’  Society  which  has  been 
distributed  among  the  delegates.  We  hold  that  the  operation  of  the  Insurance  Act 
is  going  to  be  cumbersome  and  expensive,  and  every  general  secretary  in  this 
Congress  will  be  looking  forward  with  a feeling  of  dread  to  the  15th  of  January  of 
next  year,  when  the  benefits  have  to  be  paid,  and  you  will  have  to  deal  with  the 
full  administration  of  the  Act.  As  a matter  of  fact,  the  members  of  the  organisa- 
tions are  going  to  be  in  a very  peculiar  position.  They  are  in  four  different 
countries,  and  under  four  different  sets  of  conditions.  It  is  quite  possible  for  the 
member  of  a national  organisation,  at  the  date  of  the  first  valuation,  to  be  paying 
different  contributions  in  one  country  to  what  he  pays  in  another,  and  it  is  possible 
for  him  to  be  receiving  different  benefits.  In  regard  to  Ireland,  the  contributions 
are  considerably  less  there  than  they  are  in  the  three  other  countries.  Com- 
parisons are  generally  odious,  but  sometimes  they  are  very  necessary,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  avoid  instituting  comparisons  between  the  simplicity  and  effectiveness 
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of  Part  II.  of  the  National  Insurance  Act  relating  to  Unemployment,  and  Part  I. 
relating  to  sickness  and  invalidity.  To  appreciate  the  difference  between  the  two 
parts  of  the  same  Act  we  have  to  go  to  the  sources  from  which  the  Treasury,  who 
are  responsible  for  Part  I.,  and  the  Board  of  Trade,  who  are  responsible  for  Part  II., 
have  respectively  drawn  their  inspiration.  In  regard  to  both  sides  of  the  Act,  they 
were  coming  to  a business  which  had  already  been  explored  by  the  benefit  societies 
and  the  Trade  Unions,  and  naturally  looked  to  us  for  guidance  in  promoting  the 
Bill.  They  asked  for  the  opinion  of  the  friendly  societies  in  regard  to  Part  I.,  and 
of  the  Trade  Unions  in  regard  to  Part  II.,  and  we  have  the  expensive  administra- 
tion in  Part  I.  as  a result  of  the  advice  of  the  friendly  societies,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  simplicity  and  effectiveness  of  Part  II.,  which  was  framed  under  the 
guidance  of  the  Trade  Unions.  So  far  as  Part  II.  is  concerned,  it  is  simplicity 
itself,  whether  a man  is  out  of  work  or  in  work.  If  he  is  out  of  work,  on  strike, 
or  sick,  or  even  in  gaol,  he  is  exempt  from  the  payment  of  contributions,  whereas, 
in  regard  to  Part  I.,  it  will  take  a veritable  Solomon  to  decide  when  a man  should 
pay,  and  under  what  conditions.  As  a matter  of  fact,  in  drafting  the  conditions 
of  Part  I.,  the  Government  have  tried  to  follow  the  example  of  the  friendly 
societies  rather  than  the  great  national  Trade  Unions.  We  do  not  recognise  the 
geographical  barriers  which  the  Government  has  erected  with  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  four  sets  of  Commissioners.  If  a man  is  a member  of  his  Trade  Union, 
which  is  national  in  extent  and  operation,  it  does  not  matter  whether  that  man  is 
in  England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  or  Wales,  he  is  subject  to  the  same  contributions, 
and  responsible  for  the  same  contributions,  and  he  is  entitled  to  the  same  benefits. 
He  is  under  one  national  code  of  rules,  whilst  in  Part  I.  of  the  Insurance  Act,  he 
will  certainly  be  subject  to  four  very  different  sets  of  conditions  of  administration. 
Very  well,  then,  what  we  want  to  do  under  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  is  that 
societies  having  a total  membership  over  the  whole  four  countries  of  5,000  and  over 
shall  be  treated  as  one  entity  for  valuation  purposes.  We  do  not  say  for  one 
moment  that  that  will  dispose  of  the  whole  of  the  objections  that  we  have  against 
this  Act,  but  it  will  dispose  of  this  particular  objection,  and  I hope  we  shall  give 
the  weight  of  this  Congress  to  the  Bill  which  Mr.  Alexander  Wilkie  has  introduced 
into  the  House  of  Commons,  and  which  we  believe  will  have  the  friendly  considera- 
tion of  the  Government,  and  will  be  on  the  lines  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  Hill  (Boilermakers) : I want  to  say,  in  seconding  this  resolution, 
that  with  regard  to  the  position  of  the  national  societies  we  wanted  them  to  be 
accepted  as  one  entity  for  valuation  purposes  when  they  had  5,000  members  in  all. 
That,  howevdr,  we  could  not  have,  but  the  Commissioners  were  willing  to  grant 
us,  under  Clause  39  of  the  Act,  the  power  that  if  in  our  combined  membership 
as  a Federation  in  any  one  of  the  four  countries  there  were  5,000  members  we 
would  be  allowed  to  pool  among  ourselves  for  valuation  purposes,  and,  further 
than  that,  the  Committee  of  the  Federation  would  be  sufficient  to  deal  with  the 
Commissioners  for  valuation  and  transfer  purposes.  What  I want  you  to  under- 
stand is  that  during  this  present  week  my  Executive  has  been  urged  by  letter 
and  by  wire  to  agree  to  the  establishment  of  a central  office  in  Ireland  and  a 
central  secretary,  who  alone  would  be  responsible  to  the  Irish  Commissioners. 
I do  not  know  what  their  attitude  will  be,  but  I shall  take  the  attitude  of  refusing 
to  agree  to  the  decision  of  the  Irish  Commissioners.  And  I hope  you  will  support 
us  in  saying  that  the  central  office  in  Newcastle  shall  be  the  central  office  for 
the  communications  from  the  Commissioners  in  the  four  nations.  The  resolution 
does  not  go  far  enough,  but  it  is  on  the  lines  supported  by  Mr.  Wilkie.  We  ought 
to  have  been  able  to  express  our  condemnation  of  the  attitude  of  the  Commissioners. 
If  this  is  an  instance  of  the  effect  of  the  Home  Rule  policy  it  is  not  going  to  be 
very  helpful.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Irish  Commissioners  have  got  the  idea 
into  their  heads  that  they  are  going  to  be  a law  unto  themselves,  and  that  they 
are  going  to  hold  and  manage  the  finances  of  the  societies  in  Ireland.  We  object 
to  any  such  arrangement,  and  we,  therefore,  ask  you  to  pass  this  resolution. 

Mr.  W.  Westwood  (Shipwrights)  : In  support  of  this  resolution,  which  voices 
the  sentiments  of  the  lesser  organisations,  which  in  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  or 
Wales  have  not  their  full  complement  of  members,  let  me  give  you  the  case  of  our 
own  society.  We  have  25,000  workers  between  the  four  countries,  and  if  they 
were  equally  divided  we  should  have  an  average  above  the  regulation  number. 
But  we  have  less  than  5,000  in  Wales  and  less  than  5,000  in  Ireland,  so  that  we 


TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS. 


219 


are  debarred  from  the  Act  as  one  organisation  when  it  comes  up  for  valuation 
purposes.  Now,  we  pointed  out  that  if  Part  II.  of  the  Act  could  be  administered 
as  one  part  and  by  one  leading  centre  we  do  not  see  why  Part  I.  cannot  be  treated 
in  the  same  way  and  have  one  valuation  for  the  whole  of  tho  countries.  We 
find  this  is  detrimental  to  our  interests  as  Trade  Unionists,  because  it  is  going 
to  cut  off  some  of  our  members.  When  valuation  time  comes  on  they  will  agree 
to  be  linked  together  for  valuation  purposes,  but  not  otherwise,  and  they  will 
break  away.  This  resolution  should  be  passed  unanimously,  and  we  also  hope 
that  the  Congress  and  the  Labour  Party  will  support  the  Bill  in  the  House  of 
Commons. 

Mr.  A.  IT.  Gill  (Cotton  Spinners)  : I think  it  is  a very  great  mistake  that 
four  sets  of  Commissioners  were  appointed.  It  has  caused  a great  deal  of 
unnecessary  expense  and  will  create  a lot  of  friction.  I want  to  point  out  to 
the  Congress,  .and  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee  especially,  that  on  the  Joint 
Commission,  which  has  the  making  of  the  controlling  rules  of  the  approved 
societies,  there  is  not  a single  representative  either  of  the  Labour  movement  or 
of  the  friendly  societies.  Reference  was  made  this  morning  to  the  rules  of  the 
Prudential  Insurance  Company,  and  perhaps  other  companies,  and  condemnation 
was  placed  upon  the  Commissioners.  Let  me  say  at  once  that  this  English  Com- 
mission, *of  which  Mr.  Shackleton  is  a member,  is  not  in  any  way  responsible. 
We  ought  to  put  the  blame  on  the  right  shoulders.  I hope  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  will  take  every  step  they  possibly  can  to  simplify  the  procedure,  and 
to  make  it  so  that  there  shall  only  be  one  set  of  Commissioners. 

The  President  put  the  question,  and.  declared  that  the  resolution  was  carried. 

Mr.  R.  Smillie  (Miners’  Federation)  : I claim  a card  vote. 

The  President  : Very  well,  you  must  have  it. 

Mr.  W.  Mosses  (Patternmakers) : Cannot  we  persuade  the  single  objector 
to  withdraw  his  opposition  ? 

The  President  : A card  vote  has  been  claimed,  and  it  must  be  taken. 

A card  vote  resulted  as  follows : — 


For  the  resolution  1,062,000 

Against-  550,000 

Majority  for  512,000 


UNEMPLOYMENT  INSURANCE. 

Mr.  J.  Y.  Wills  (Bricklayers)  moved  : — 

That  this  Congress  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  they  may  deem  necessary  and  advisable  to  secure  the  proper  repre- 
sentation of  the  insured  trades  before  the  umpire  when  he  is  called  upon  to 
determine  what  sections  of  such  trades  shall  come  within  the  provision  of 
Part  II.  of  the  National  Insurance  Act;  and,  further,  that  this  Congress 
expresses  its  dissatisfaction  that  more  consideration  has  not  been  given  to  the 
cases  brought  forward  by  the  workmen’s  representatives  than  has  hitherto 
been  the  case. 

He  said:  We  want  to  decide  who  are  in  Part  II.  of  the  Act  and  who  are  not  in, 
and  the  only  person  who  is  able  to  decide  this  matter  is  the  umpire  appointed  for 
the  purpose.  The  umpire  is  a law  unto  himself.  What  he  says  has  to  be  abided 
by,  and  there  is  little  opportunity  for  getting  redress  from  any  of  his  decisions  ; 
and  some  of  the  decisions  which  he  has  given  have  been  very  ridiculous  and  confusing, 
and  if  they  are  to  be  allowed  to  remain  they  will  make  it  extremely  difficult  for  some 
of  the  Trade  Unions  to  administer  this  part  of  the  Act.  For  instance,  he  has  decided 
that  if  a building  trade  worker  goes  to  an  industry  other  than  his  own — if  he  is 
employed  on  a railway,  or  a gasworks,  or  waterworks,  or  electric  light  work — 
although  he  is  following  his  trade,  he  is  only  able  to  come  under  Part  II.  of  the 
Act  during  the  time  he  is  employed  in  the  construction  of  new  work ; but  if  he 
is  employed  in  repairing  work,  he  ceases  to  come  under  the  Act.  You  will  see  that  he 
is  transferred  from  under  the  Act  to  outside  the  Act  two  or  three  times  a week. 
Furthermore,  in  most  of  these  employments,  our  members  are  much  more  regularly 
employed ; and  seeing  that  the  benefits  of  the  Act  are  based  upon  the  number  of 
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contributions,  if  a man  is  employed  regularly,  he  is  able  to  build  up  benefits  for  the 
time  when  he  is  more  casually  employed.  Moreover,  this  system  helps  in  the 
operation  of  taking  from  the  Trade  Unions  a large  number  of  their  best  lives. 
We  think  that  the  umpire  who  has  got  all  this  power  vested  in  him,  to  say  “ yes  ” 
or  “ no,”  and  make  that  the  final  decision,  should  be  approached  by  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee.  If  it  can  be  found  that  the  Trade  Unions  concerned  cannot 
make  out  good  cases  from  the  technical  standpoint  as  to  the  administration  of  their 
own  funds,  then  no  umpire  or  other  person  should  be  able  to  say,  without  further 
representation,  that  you  do  not  come  under  the  Act  or  succeed  in  your  appeal.  The 
engineering  trade  has,  I am  quite  sure,  found  difficulty  in  this  direction ; and 
I hope  the  Congress  will  pass  this  resolution  unanimously. 

Mr.  W.  Mosses  (Patternmakers),  seconding  the  resolution,  said : We  have 
had  the  same  complaint  to  make  in  regard  to  the  umpire’s  decisions  as  the  brick- 
layers. We  have  also  complained  that  a good  many  of  the  umpire’s  decisions 
were  come  to  without  the  representatives  of  the  men  being  afforded  an  opportunity 
for  stating  their  case;  and  we  never  knew  that  these  decisions  were  under  con- 
sideration until  we  saw  them  in  black  and  white.  As  soon  as  we  saw  these  decisions, 
the  Executive  of  the  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding  Federation  approached  the 
Board  of  Trade ; and  we  received  from  the  officials  who  had  charge  of  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Act  every  courtesy  and  consideration,  and'  an  opportunity  for  having 
these  cases  reconsidered  by  the  umpire.  In  every  case  where  we  lodged  an  objection 
to  the  existing  decisions,  we  were  successful  in  having  that  decision  overturned. 
There  are  many  anachronisms  which  exist  because  the  workmen  are  not  properly 
represented  before  the  umpire.  I was  informed  that  the  men  in  the  building  trades 
who  make'  the  ornaments  outside  a building  are  inside  the  Act,  whilst  the  men 
who  are  employed  on  the  terra-cotta  work  which  you  often  find  on  the  exterior  of  a 
building  are  outside  the  Act.  We  cannot  imagine  that  decisions  like  that  would  be 
given  if  the  workmen  were  properly  represented  by  their  officials ; and  we  complain 
that  an  opportunity  has  not  been  given  by  the  umpire  for  the  case  of  the  workmen 
to  be  adequately  put. 

Mr.  G.  Horne  (Liverpool  Victoria  Employes) : I support  the  resolution,  in 
order  to  point  out  one  or  two  things  to  this  Congress.  I want  to  say,  first  of  all, 
that  Part  II.  of  the  Act  is  entirely  in  your  hands,  without  competition  from  any 
other  organisations ; and  it  does  behove  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  watch  very 
carefully  the  working  of  Part  II.  of  the  National  Insurance  Act.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  it  will  depend  very  largely  upon  your  experience  of  the  Act  and  its  operation  in 
practical  working  as  to  whether  it  will  be  extended  to  other  trades  or  not.  I 
desired  to  speak  upon  the  insurance  resolution  that  was  discussed  this  morning ; but, 
owing  to  the  short  time  allotted,  it  was  not  possible  for  me  to  put  a different 
complexion  upon  the  situation.  But  my  own  judgment  is  that,  in  regard  to  sickness 
insurance,  the  time  has  come  when  the  Trade  Unionists  will  find  it  necessary  to  drop 
it  entirely  as  being  too  troublesome  for  them ; and  experience  will  show  that  they 
can  in  no  way  compete  with  the  industrial  insurance  companies,  to  whom  that 
kind  of  business  most  properly  belongs.  (“  No.”)  Whether  that  is  so  or  not,  this 
fact  stands  before  you,  that  other  organisations  than  Trade  Unions  are  working 
Part  I.  of  the  Act,  and  possess  the  vast  majority  of  those  who  are  qualified  to 
become  insured  persons;  but  Part  II.  of  the  Act  more  directly  concerns  you, 
because  you  have  no  competing  organisations  to-day.  And  just  as  you  succeed  in 
appreciating  the  situation,  and  so  direct  your  actions  as  to  be  able  to  secure  the 
extension  of  this  part  of  the  Act,  you  will  obtain  the  w'orking  of  the  unemployment 
part  without  the  competition  of  any  other  organisations. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

NATIONAL  INSURANCE.. — THE  CASE-  OE  THE  CASUAL  WORKER. 

Mr.  J.  Sexton  (Liverpool  Dockers)  moved : — 

That  the  Parliamentary  Committee  be  instructed  to  bring  before  the  notice 
of  the  Government  the  necessity  of  so  amending  -the  Act  as  to  meet  the  cases 
of  the  casually  employed  workman  whose  weekly  earnings  do  not  exceed  10s. 
per  week,  whereby  such  persons  be  exempt  from  contributing  under  the  Act, 
but  be  entitled  to  the  benefits.  Also  that  workpeople  whose  incomes  do  not 
exceeed  £1  per  week  shall  be  put  upon  a graduated  scale  of  contributions  in 
accordance  with  their  incomes,  and  to  receive  the  full  benefits  of  the  Act. 
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He  said : The  object  of  this  resolution  is  to  call  attention  to  the  very  unfortunate 
position  of  the  man  who  is  employed  by  the  day  or  half-day.  The  Act  inflicts  the 
most  iniquitious  hardships  on  the ' casually  employed  man.  For  instance,  there 
are  men  to-day  who  only  get  one  or  two  hours’  work  in  a week.  In  some  cases,  the 
man  can  be  discharged  inside  of.  an  hour;  and  out  of  the  7d.  which  ho  receives 
for  the  hour’s  work,  4d.  is  deducted  to  pay  his  insurance  money.  There  are  other 
cases  when  men  get  work  for  one  day  or  a day  and  a-half.  They  are  compelled  to 
pay  as  much  as  the  men  who  earn  £2  10s.  at  the  same  kind  of  work.  That  is 
most  unfair,  and  we  want  to  amend  the  Act  so  that  men  in  that  unfortunate 
position  shall  not  be  compelled  to  pay  as  much  as  the  man  who  earns  £2  10s.  During 
the  passage  of  the  Bill  through  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  question 
of  the  sweated  trades  was  raised,  and  there  it  is  already  decided  that  where  a 
person’s  weekly  wage  does  not  exceed  9s.  the  employer  shall  pay  the  whole  of  the  con- 
tribution, and  the  person  is  exempt  from  any  payment  at  all.  But  because  our  men 
may  only  earn  one  day’s  wage  of  5s.,  that  is  accepted  as  the  basis  of  30s.  per 
week,  and  they  have  to  pay  the  4d.,  while  the  person  who  earns  9s.  has  to  pay 
nothing.  Now,  I have  been  talking  with  our  friend  the  Commissioner  over  this 
job ; and  he  has  impressed  me  with  the  difficulties  of  the  case.  There  are  at  least 
20  per  cent,  of  our  men  who  are  in  this  position ; and  in  order  to  secure  benefit  for 
these  men,  the  money  will  have  to  come  from  somewhere,  either  from  the  employer 
or  the  workmen’s  fellow-workers.  I see  the  point;  it  is  a difficult  one,  and  our  duty 
will  be  to  so  reconcile  this  resolution  with  the  financial  aspects  of  the  case.  How- 
ever, I do  think  there  is  a decided  case  for  inquiry  or  amendment  of  the  Act ; and 
perhaps  it  would  be  best  to  accept  the  amending  principle  first,  and  settle  the 
details  afterwards.  * 

Mr.  S.  J.  Wright  (National  Gasworkers) : In  seconding  the  resolution,  I would 
like,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  second  part  of  it,  which  deals  with  a somewhat 
different  aspect  of  the  case.  There  are  tens  of  thousands  of  men  in  the  labourers’ 
unions  whose  earnings  do  not  exceed  £1  per  week,  and  we  are  asking  the  Parliamen- 
tary Committee  to  try  to  get  a graduated  scale  of  payments  for  these  men  and 
women,  who  should  receive  the  full  benefits  of  the  Act.  Already  the  men  are 
beginning  to  say  they  cannot  afford  to  pay  their  contributions  under  the  Act,  to  the 
unions,  and  for  other  purposes.  I think  it  is  unfair  to  ask  all  to  contribute  on  the 
same  basis,  when  the  incomes  are  so  far  apart. 

Mr.  Will  Godfrey  (London  Carmen) : I support  this  resolution,  because  we 
have  found  out  in  connection  with  the  vehicle  workers — those  who  have  to  do  with 
the  washing  of  cabs,  tramcars,  and  omnibuses — that  the  casual  labourer  through 
this  Insurance  Act  is  worse  off  to-day  than  before  it  came  into  operation.  We  have 
found  that  a man  applying  for  casual  employment  who  does  not  get  work  on  the 
Monday  cannot  get  it  on  any  other  day  throughout  the  week.  If  he  cannot  get 
the  stamp  on  his  card  on  Monday,  he  cannot  get  a job  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday,  and  the  employers  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
position  to  get  the  men  to  buy  the  whole  of  the  stamps.  The  employers  have  told 
the  men  that  they  must  buy  the  stamps  to  put  on  the  card.  It  really  means  that 
these  men  are  having  their  children  robbed  of  three  loaves  a week.  That  is  what 
it  amounts  to,  and  there  is  no  penalty  against  the  employer  for  taking  the  value 
of  3d.  in  the  form  of  the  7d.  stamp  paid  for  by  the  men.  This  Insurance  Act  is  a 
curse  to  the  .casual  workmen  among  vehicle  workers ; and  we  are  still  looking  forward 
to  the  time  when  we  shall  get  the  home  of  the  workman  as  Lloyd  George  pictured 
it  when  he  was  describing  the  Act.  Flowery  language  may  be  all  right  for  him,  but 
it  does  not  fill  the  stomachs  of  the  workers.  He  ought  to  have  put  a penalty 
on  the  employers  for  these  evasions  of  their  responsibility.  The  Government  to 
save  its  own  face,  and  Mr.  Lloyd  George  to  save  his  honesty  as  a statesman, 
ought  to  step  in  and  stop  this  tyranny  and  dishonesty  against  casual  labour. 

Mr.  J.  Burns  (Hull  Dockers) : The  only  way  out  of  this  difficulty,  so  far  as 
I can  see,  is  the  establishment  of  a non-contributory  scheme.  A striking  illustration 
of  the  way  the  Act  hits  the  casual  worker  occurred  recently  within  my  own  experience. 
We  had  a very  wet  day,  and  all  work  was  stopped.  There  I saw  hundreds  of  men 
who  were  entitled  to  draw  8)d.  for  their  hour’s  work  receive  4^d.  as  wages  and  a 
“ Lloyd  George  ” for  the  other  4d.  There  were  hundreds  of  boys  employed  at 
4^d.  an  hour,  and  every  one  of  those  lads  received  ^d.  and  his  4d.  insurance  stamp. 
I believe  that  the  way  in  which  casual  labour  has  been  treated  in  this  Act  is  because 
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there  have  not  been  more  dockers  in  Parliament,  and  I hope  the  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  men  like  Sexton  and  Bell  are  in  Parliament  to  see  justice  done  to 
these  men. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Davis  (Middlesbrough  Dockers):  Cases  of  this  kind  have  come  to 
my  knowledge  in  the  North  of  England,  where  it  is  a common  practice  to  employ  a 
large  number  of  men  who  are  known  as  spare  hands.  They  take  the  places  of  men 
who  do  not  turn  up.  It  is  frequently  the  case  that  these  men,  who  get  a single 
shift,  earn  only  7s.  or  8s.,  and  out  of  that  amount  they  have  to  contribute  the  full 
4d.  for  the  stamp.  That  is  particularly  hard  upon  the  men.  Whilst  I am  quite 
alive  to  the  fact  that  there  may  be  considerable  difficulty  in  devising  an  amendment 
of  the  Act  to  meet  all  the  circumstances,  the  hardship  is  so  great  that  the  Govern- 
ment might  very  well  have  its  attention  drawn  to  the  matter.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  J.  O’Leary  (National  Labourers) : We  have  had  speakers  from  Hull, 
Middlesbrough,  and  other  parts  of  the  country ; and  I rise  to  say  that  the  same  evil 
prevails  in  Monmouthshire  and  Wales.  I hope  this  resolution  will  go  through 
unanimously ; and,  what  is  more,  I hope  the  Parliamentary  Committee  will  feel 
it  to  be  their  duty  to  take  this  in  hand  as  a very  urgent  and  important  matter. 
I know  myself  cases  where  the  worker  has  one  hour  and  a-quarter’s  work,  and  walks 
away  minus  not  only  his  4d.  for  the  insurance  stamp,  but  is  also  deducted  for  his 
contribution  as  regards  Part  n.  I hope  this  Congress  will  sound  a note  that  the 
Government  and  Lloyd  George  and  the  Commissioners  will  be  obliged  to  listen  to. 

Mr.  G.  Milligan  (Liverpool  Dockers) : I cannot  add  much  to  what  has  been 
said,  but  there  is  no  one  who  appreciates  more  keenly  than  myself  the  hardships 
which  the  casual  labourer  suffers  from  under  this  Act.  Sometimes  he  only  earns 
4s.  6d.  in  a week ; sometimes  he  may  get  9s.,  and  perhaps  30s.  His  work  fluctuates 
considerably  on  the  year,  and  particularly  in  a ..city  where  25,000  men  may  be  looking 
for  work  when  there  is  only  enough  for  10,000.  There  is  another  aspect  of  the  case 
of  the  casual  labourer,  which  supplies  a method  for  minimising  his  sufferings.  This 
applies  to  the  case  of  the  man  who  is  booked  on  because  he  has  worked  earlier  in 
the  week  and  has  had  his  card  stamped.  All  that  can  be  obviated  by  the  adoption 
of  the  system  we  have  in  Liverpool.  The  unions  up  there  saw  the  injustice  of  this 
sort  of  thing,  and  agitated  for  a measure  of  abatement  by  co-operating  with  the 
employers  to  the  extent  that  they  have  a clearing-house  system.  The  books  are 
done  away  with  altogether.  It  is  unfair  for  these  men  to  have  to  pay ; but, 
meanwhile,  many  of  the  grievances  can  be  wiped  away  by  the  unions  adopting 
this  clearing-house  system,  which  strengthens  their  position ; and  the  man  who 
applies  for  work  on  the  Friday  or  Saturday  has  exactly  the  same  chance  of  being 
employed  on  other  days.  I advise  them  to  agitate  with  the  employers  for  the 
adoption  of  this  system. 

Mr.  H.  E.  Clay  (Tramway  Workers) : I rise  to  support  this  resolution.  We  have 
a fair  amount  of  regulhr  casual  labour.  Men  are  engaged  in  washing  up  for 
nine  or  ten  years,  with  no  hope  for  anything  better.  They  get  one,  two,  or  three 
days’  or  nights’  work  in  a week ; and  these  men  have  got  to  pay  their  quota  to 
the  greatest  swindle  of  modern  times,  just  the  same  as  the  men  who  are  enjoying  a 
full  week’s  work.  This  class  of  casual  work  ought  not  to  exist;  and  if  the  delegates 
assembled  in  this  Congress  would  only  do  their  part,  they  would  recognise  that  it 
would  be  their  duty  to  see  that  the  men  who  are  employed  on  the  various  municipal 
concerns  up  and  down  the  country  are  not  allowed  to  work  on  this  system  of 
casual  labour.  We  are  told  by  men  seeking  our  votes  at  election  times,  “ When 
you  work  for  us,  you  are  all  right  ” ; but  this  system  continues,  although  we  have 
protested  against  the  injustice  that  is  being  done.  We  are  protesting  against 
this  casual  labour  in  municipal  employment  in  towns  or  rural  districts  all  over 
the  country,  and  something  ought  to  be  done  to  put  an  end  to  it. 

Miss  Mary  Macarthur  (Women  Workers’  Federation) : This  question  affects 
women  workers  even  more  than  men.  I am  very  much  interested  to  see  this 
resolution  brought  forward  to-day,  and  to  notice  that  every  speech  made  so  far 
has  been  in  favour  of  it.  I have  been  waiting  to  hear  the  opposition,  and  I am  curious 
to  know  whether  the  resolution  will  be  carried  unanimously  or  not.  I hope  I 
shall  not  make  myself  unpleasant  when  I say  that  this  appears  to  be  another 
case  of  the  Congress  locking  the  stable  door  after  the  steed  has  gone.  It  is  all 
very  well  to  blame  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  for  whom  I have  no  particular  love  myself, 
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but  let  us  be  honest  with  ourselves.  It  is  the  workers’  own  fault  that  they  have 
to  pay  these  excessive  amounts.  The  responsibility  is  theirs  alone.  When  the 
Special  Conference  was  held  in  Lopdon  to  consider  the  Insurance  Bill  we  beat  our 
heads  against  a wall  on  this  very  point,  and  you  would  not  listen  to  us.  Last 
year,  at  the  Newcastle  Congress,  we  appealed  again  to  you,  and  we  only  carried 
our  resolution  by  the  barest  majority.  We  thanked  heaven  for  that,  however, 
because  we  did  get  some  concession  out  of  the  Government  in  the  shape  of  the 
exemption  of  people  whose  wages  were  not  more  than  Is.  6d.  per  day,  but  that 
was  very  little.  We  know  now  that  the  regulations  have  been  so  drafted  that 

the  full  4d.  and  2d.  can  be  deducted  when  the  wages  at  the  end  of  the  week 

amount  to  no  more  than  9s.  I am  afraid  we  are  going  to  make  another  great 
mistake,  as  we  have  done  on  the  question  of  compulsory  arbitration.  We  wait 
for  other  people  to  mature  their  proposals  and  then  we  wake  up.  I hope  Congress 

will  be  united  in  support  of  this  resolution,  and  that  you  will  not  rest  content 

until  the  unskilled  labourers  have  this  burden  lifted  from  their  shoulders.  We 
want  to  raise  wages,  but  we  cannot  raise  them  by  permitting  these  infamous 
deductions.  (Cheers.) 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

COLONIAL  VISITOBS  TO  CONGRESS. 

The  President  : I desire  to  state  that  we  had  upon  the  platform  this  morning 
Mr.  W.  H.  Andrews,  a Labour  Member  of  the  South  African  Parliament  and 
organiser  of  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Engineers,  and  also  Mr.  W.  Pryce,  a 
Member  of  the  Australian  Parliament.  The  latter  is  a Monmouth  man,  and  is 
revisiting  Newport  after  an  absence  of  20  years.  It  was  unfortunate  that,  owing 
to  the4ack  of  time,  we  could  not  give  our  comrades  an  opportunity  to  speak  a few 
words.  A member  of  the  New  Zealand  Parliament,  Mr.  Bloodworth,  was  also 
upon  the  platform. 

MB..  ISAACS  WITHDRAWS  FROM  CO-OPERATIVE  NOMINATION. 

The  President  announced  that  Mr.  G.  A.  Isaacs  (Operative  Printers’ 
Assistants)  had  withdrawn  his  nomination  for  the  Co-operative  Congress  delegation. 

PROMOTIONS  IN  THE  POST  OFFICE. 

The  President  : I will  ask  the  Secretary  to  read  a telegram  which  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  has  received  from  Liverpool. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman  : This  telegram  is  read  at  the  request  of  the  Postal 
Telegraph  Clerks’  delegates  : — 

The  Liverpool  Postal  Telegraph  Clerks  ask  for  sympathetic  and  earnest 
consideration  of  Congress  to  promotion  question  in  the  Post  Office,  particularly 
as  exemplified  at  Liverpool.  Long  and  exemplary  service,  combined  with 
ability,  is  ignored,  and  favouritism  is  rampant.  Last  man  promoted  number  98 
in  staff  of  300,  and  there  are  indications  of  still  further  passing  over  of  senior 
men.  Been  at  maximum  of  scale  nearly  20  years,  while  total  service  of  last 
man  promoted  is  only  20  years.  Confidently  assert  that  favouritism,  and  in 
many  cases  prejudice,  governs  promotions  here.  Secretary  to  Post  Office 
before  Parliamentary  Committee,  stated : “ It  is  no  use  appealing,  they  take 
no  notice.”  Parliamentary  aid  will  be  sought  later,  but  at  the  present  juncture 
we  appeal  for  an  expression  of  sympathy  and  support  from  the  Congress,  and 
the  publicity  of  the  Press. 

(Signed)  Hewitt,  Chairman  of  Committee. 

TELEGRAM  FROM  SAILORS  AND  FIREMEN’S  UNION. 

The  President  : We  have  also  received  this  telegram,  which  we  recommend 
should  be  referred  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee : — 

We,  the  members  of  the  National  Sailors  and  Firemen’s  Union,  of  Barry, 
request  your  kind  consideration  regarding  the  severity  of  the  sentence  passed 
on  our  delegate  yesterday  of  one  month’s  imprisonment  at  Cardiff,  for  your 
co-operation,  help,  and  assistance. 


Dunlop,  Secretary. 
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TELEGRAM  FROM  TRADE  DISPUTES  ACT  REFORM  LEAGUE. 

The  President  : I have  another  telegram  here,  which  has  been  sent  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Trade  Disputes  Act  Reform  League.  I think  I had  better  read  it, 
otherwise  I shall  be  charged  with  being  a little  bit  lop-sided.  (Laughter.)  It 
is  as  follows  : — 

I trust  that  Trade  Unionists  will  decide  at  last  to  purge  organised  Labour 
of  methods  of  mob  violence  and  cowardly  intimidation,  discontinue  “peaceful 
persuasion”  and  the  violence  of  hired  bullies,  and  let  workers  think  for  them- 
selves and  work  if  they  wish.  Strike-makers  are  merely  starvation  mongers 
for  the  men  they  profess  to  help.  England  must  become  a free  country  again, 
and  Trade  Unionists  will  only  regain  public  confidence  by  renouncing  the  brutal 
weapon  of  the  Trade  Disputes  Act,  1906,  which  they  extorted  from  a cowardly 
Government. 

Charles  Charleton,  Chairman. 

Trade  Disputes  Act  Reform  League,  38,  Parliament  Street,  Westminster. 

A Delegate  : Bow-wow  ! (Laughter.) 

The  President  : Yes,  bow-wow  ! (Renewed  laughter.) 

APPLICATION  OF  MEDICAL  BENEFITS  TO  IRELAND. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Gordon  (Sheet  Metal  Workers)  moved  the  two  following  resolutions 
with  respect  to  the  application  of  medical  benefits  under  the  National  Insurance 
Act  to  Ireland,  the  first  having  been  sent  in  by  his  own  union  and  the  second  by  the 
Amalgamated  Society  of  Tailors  : — 

That  this  Congress  demands  that  medical  benefits,  as  provided  by  the 
National  Health  Insurance  Act,  shall  be  at  once  applied  to  Ireland,  as  the 
present  dispensary  system  is  totally  inadequate  as  well  as  degrading,  %nd  that 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  be  instructed  to  bring  the  question  before  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland. 

That  this  Congress  demand  that  medical  benefits  under  the  State  Insurance 
Act  shall  be  at  once  applied  to  Ireland ; further,  that  we  consider  the  present 
dispensary  system  in  Ireland  is  totally  inadequate,  as  well  as  degrading, 
inasmuch  as  the  stigma  of  pauperism  is  often  attached  to  the  worker  applying 
for  Poor  Law  relief. 

He  said : You  will  recognise  that  the  two  resolutions  are  practically  identical, 
and  it  has  been  arranged  with  the  delegate  of  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Tailors 
that  I should  move  the  resolutions  and  that  he  should  second  them.  The  object 
of  the  resolution  is  set  forth  very  clearly ; it  says  that  the  medical  benefits  should 
be  at  once  applied  to  Ireland,  because  the  present  dispensary  system  is  totally 
inadequate  as  well  as  degrading.  I wish  to  state  that  I am  not  fully  conversant 
with  the  dispensary  system  in  Ireland,  because  I have  not  come  into  personal 
contact  with  it,  but  the  resolution  on  the  paper  was  forwarded  to  our  committee 
by  the  Belfast  and  Dublin  members,  and  I understand  that  the  same  process  is 
at  work  in  Belfast.  These  two  resolutions,  you  will  readily  understand,  being 
somewhat  identical  so  far  as  the  wording  is  concerned,  but  both  coming  from  the 
same  source,  prove  conclusively  that  our  Irish  friends  regard  this  matter  as  one 
that  deserves  the  support  of  organised  workmen.  I have  taken  the  opportunity  of 
discussing  this  subject  with  our  people,  and  have  gathered  a little  information 
concerning  the  working  of  the  Irish  dispensary  system.  It  is  practically  similar 
to  the  medical  relief  that  is  administered  by  the  various  Poor  Law  Boards  up 
and  down  this  country.  We  are  all  more  or  less  familiar  with  the  degrading 
treatments  of  applicants  for  medical  relief  who  go  before  certain  Boards  of 
Guardians,  and  our  people  tell  me  that  they  absolutely  refuse  this  dispensary 
relief  except  under  great  necessity.  I have  every  confidence  in  submitting  the 
resolution  to  this  Congress,  feeling  sure  that  you  will  recognise  that  a system 
which  tends  to  degrade  men  should  be  abolished  and  the  medical  benefits  of  the 
Act  substituted  as  here  suggested. 

Mr.  T.  A.  Flynn  (Amalgamated  Tailors) : In  seconding  this  resolution,  I 
desire  to  state  that  industrial  Ireland  is  entirely  united  in  the  opinion  that  they 
should  be  brought  under  the  Act  with  respect  to  medical  benefits.  The  dispensary 
system  is  a very  bad  one  in  Ireland,,  but  I do  not  want  to  labour  the  question. 
You  have  the  resolution  here  which  was  passed  by  the  biggest  towns  in  Ireland ; 
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it  has  also  been  passed  in  our  branches  and  accepted  in  Belfast.  There  are 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  this  proposal’s  adoption,  I admit,  so  far  as  the  working 
of  the  Act  is  concerned,  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  organised  workers  have  made 
their  protest  and  sent  it  to  their  Parliamentary  representatives,  and  nothing  has 
come  of  it.  They  ask  this  English  Congress  to  assist  them  by  expressing  the 
opinion  that  they  should  come  under  the  Act  in  the  manner  suggested.  There 
are  men  working  in  England  who  are  constantly  passing  over  to  Ireland,  and 
there  is  the  difficulty  of  the  transfer.  The  present  system  is  going  to  complicate 
bookkeeping  quite  unnecessarily.  The  Irish  worker  cannot  understand  why  he 
cannot  have  a doctor  when  he  wants  one  when  the  English  worker  is  fully  pro- 
vided for  in  this  respect  under  the  Act. 

\ The  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to. 

SETTEE  HOUSING  ACCOMMODATION  FOE  MINEES. 

Mr.  J.  Robeetson  (Miners’  Federation)  moved : — 

That  this  Congress  desires  to  express  its  indignation  at  the  conditions 
under  which  the  miners  in  many  colliery  districts,  and  other  classes  of  workers, 
are  at  present  living,  because  of  the  miserable  housing  accommodation  which 
is  provided  for  them,  and  we  call  upon  the  Government  to  promote  housing 
legislation  which  would  make  the  present  state  of  matters  impossible;  and, 

further,  demands  a change  in  the  law  which  will  prevent  employers  of  labour 

evicting  workmen  from  the  houses  they  occupy  during  the  time  any  dispute  is 
going  on,  and  requests  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Trades  Union 
Congress  to  press  this  matter  to  a solution. 

He  said : I am  sure  this  resolution  will  meet  with  the  hearty  sympathy  of  this 
Congress.  The  housing  question  is  a very  important  one,  and,  although  it  does 
not  apply  merely  to  the  miners,  I think  it  will  be  agreed  that  it  affects  them 

to  a special  degree  on  account  of  the  nature  of  their  occupation.  I do  not  know 

very  much  about  the  housing  conditions  in  the  English  mining  districts,  but  I 
do  know  that  in  the  Scottish  mining  districts  the  conditions  under  which  the 
miners  are  compelled  to  live  are  nothing  but  a scandal.  We,  who  are  Socialists, 
are  sometimes  accused  of  wanting  to  destroy  and  break  up  the  home.  Well,  in  view 
of  the  conditions  prevailing,  it  is  time  that  Socialists  or  someone  else  came  along 
and  broke  up  the  homes  of  the  Scottish  miners.  (Hear,  hear.)  A large  number 
of  them  have  to  live  in  single  apartments,  which  have  to  do  duty  for  washhouse, 
coalhouse,  and  everything  else.  When  the  miner  comes  home  he  has  to  wash 
there,  clothes  have  to  be  dried  in  front  of  the  fire,  and  the  children  are  driven 
out  to  the  miserable  surroundings  of  the  mine.  I have  known  a stable  to  be 
turned  into  a dwelling-house,  and  there  is  one  district  where  all  the  stables  have 
been  converted  in  this  way.  Recently  we  have  had  an  agitation  over  this  question, 
and  it  has  given  rise  to  some  attempt  to  improve  the  housing  accommodation. 
The  bad  and  insanitary  houses  have  been  repaired,  but  the  net  result  has  been  far 
from  satisfactory.  There  has  been  an  agitation  with  a view  to  the  miner  being 
able  to  wash  at  the  colliery,  but,  when  his  work  is  done,  we  want  him  to  have  a 
decent  home  to  wash  in.  (Hear,  hear.)  They  usually  have  a public-house  at 
each  end  of  the  village,  but  we  want  the  miner  to  have  a decent  place  to  live  in, 
where  he  can  gather  his  children  around  him  at  the  close  of  the  day.  The  second 
point  of  the  resolution  deals  with  evictions.  Under  present  conditions  our  men 
are  in  houses  owned  by  the  colliery  companies,  and,  in  the  event  of  a strike  or 
lock-out,  the  owners  seek  to  break  the  spirit  of  the  men  by  making  the  women 
suffer.  We  find  that  the  Liberal  Party,  the  so-called  friends  of  the  workers, 
have  taken  away,  especially  from  the  Scottish  miners,  their  ancient  right  to 
protection  from  eviction.  In  the  strike  or  lock-out  it  is  bad  enough  for  the  men 
to  have  to  fight  the  employer,  but  when  he  turns  his  guns  upon  the  women  and 
children  there  ought  to  be  some  way  of  stopping  him.  This  matter  ought  to  be 
taken  up  by  our  own  people,  because  while  we  continue  to  send  men  to  the  CountJ 
Councils  and  to  Parliament  from  the  employing  classes  you  cannot  expect  them  to  d< 
anything  more  in  the  future  than  they  have  done  in  the  past.  I hope  the  delegates 
will  not  merely  vote  on  this  question,  but  once  they  begin  to  realise  the  horriblt 
death-rate  and  the  brutal  conditions — the  number  of  children  who  die  from  thest. 
bad  housing  conditions — the  working-class  men  and  women  should  stand  up 
and  say  this  murderous  state  of  affairs  shall  cease.  (Cheers.) 
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Mr.  R.  Smillie  (Miners’  Federation) : I second  this  resolution,  but  I want 
something  more  than  a protest  to  be  made  in  connection  with  this  matter.  If  it 
were  known  by  the  people  in  this  country  the  horrible  conditions  under  which 
many  of  our  people  are  housed  something  would  have  been  done  before  now. 
Something  has  been  done  for  the  deserving  class  in  Ireland,  who  are  housed  under 
no  worse  conditions  than  the  Scottish  miners,  and  if  it  is  possible  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  have  houses  erected  in  Ireland  to  be  let  at  reasonable  rents  it  cannot 
be  wrong  to  do  it  in  Scotland  and  England.  Our  homes,  as  they  are  called,  in 
Scotland  in  many  cases  consist  of  one  room  14ft.  square,  where  the  deaths  and  the 
births  take  place,  and  where  in  summer  time  the  flies  divide  their  attention 
between  the  collier’s  food  and  the  midden ! I want  to  protest  against  evictions, 
which  also  affects  railway  servants  and  other  men  and  women  who  are  engaged 
by  employers  who  hold  the  houses.  I venture  to  say  that  there  is  no  group  of 
workers  in  this  country,  no  matter  how  well  they  are  organised,  that  can  fight 
under  fair  conditions  with  the  employer  so  long  as  he  has  the  right  to  evict  men 
and  women  from  their  homes.  (Cheers.)  I understand  that  the  Labour  Party 
has  taken  this  matter  up,  and  I want  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  do  all  they 
can  to  secure  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  put  a stop  to  these  evictions.  A Bill  with 
this  object  has  been  before  the  House  of  Commons  for  the  last  22  years.  There 
is  now  an  election  in  Midlothian,  and  the  son  of  Mr.  Shaw  is  standing  for  Parlia- 
ment. On  being  asked  if  he  was  prepared  to  assist  in  preventing  evictions,  he 
said  he  was  not  prepared  so  long  as  they  were  not  carried  out  in  a harsh  manner. 
I have  seen  children  carried  out  in  their  cradles  in  the  most  kindly  way  by  the 
persons  who  evicted  them,  so  I suppose  Mr.  Shaw  would  say  that  was  all  right. 
The  plain  fact,  of  course,  is  that  evictions  cannot  be  carried  out  in  a kindly 
way.  It  cannot  be  done,  and  we  should  protest  against  it,  and  ask  our  Committee 
to  do  all  in  their  power  to  assist  us  in  getting  the  system  abolished.  (Cheers. ) 

Mr.  E.  Black  (National  Union  of  Clerks)  : I rise  to  support  this  resolution. 
I am  sure  that  every  delegate  here  realises  that  the  conditions  under  which  the 
workers  in  this  country  are  housed  are  so  bad  that  it  becomes  a misuse  of  words  to 
call  it  a scandal.  To  adequately  describe  the  situation  we  should  need  to  use 
language  which  our  friends  the  Pressmen  would  refuse  to  transmit  over  the  wire. 
Private  enterprise  has  failed  to  house  the  people  decently ; that  is  admitted  by  the 
speculative  builders  and  property  owners  themselves.  The  Acts  give  the  people 
the  power  to  deal  with  this  matter  collectively,  but  we  cry  out  for  things,  as  in 
(this  case,  and  then  do  not  seem  to  have  the  intelligence  to  use  them  when  we  have 
got  them.  I have  in  my  hand  a report  that  describes  the  most  horrible  housing 
conditions  in  one  of  the  districts  in  South  Wales,  and  although  we  have  had  the 
elections  since  that  report  was  issued  we  have  the  same  old  gang  returned, 
and  they  simply  decline  to  improve  the  accommodation.'  Before  we  can  get 
municipalities  to  move  I think  we  shall  have  to  translate  some  of  our  sympathy 
here  into  political  action  at  the  local  polls,  and  get  workmen’s  representatives 
returned  instead  of  tradesmen  and  private  property  owners  to  administer  the  Act. 
But  even  when  we  do  get  the  municipality,  under  the  pressure  of  a strong  minority, 
to  move  in  this  matter,  they  are  shackled  on  every  hand  by  their  difficulty  to  get 
loans.  They  discover  that  all  the  vested  interests  are  choking  them,  and  despite 
the  fact  that  we  are  having  an  official  valuation  of  the  land,  you  can  never  afford 
land  for  the  housing  of  the  people  at  the  valuation  price.  If  pressure  could  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  Parliament  to  compel  landowners  to  sell  to  public  utility 
societies  and  municipal  authorities  land  for  housing  purposes  at  the  price  the 
Land  Commissioners  have  placed  upon  it  for  taxation  purposes,  we  might  clear 
the  way  for  action.  (Cheers.) 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

DISTRICT  INSPECTORS  TO  BE  PAID  BY  . GOVERNMENT. 

, Mr.  H.  Gill  (Colliery  Deputies)  announced  his  desire  to  withdraw  the  following 
resolution — 

That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  any  legislation  or  any 

orders  made  consequent  thereon,  which  has  for  its  object  an  attempt  to 

diminish  the  number  of  accidents  in  mines,  would  be  most  likely  to  attain  that 

object  if  the  official  who  is  responsible  for  the  daily  inspection  of  a district  in  a 


TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS. 


227 


mine  was  paid  by  the  Government,  so  that  any  action  taken  by  him  to  secure 
safety  of  those  entrusted  to  his  care  shall  be  in  strict  conformity  with  the  Coal 
Mines  Regulation  Act. 

He  said:  As  the  principle  of  this  resolution  is  included  in  the  proposal  of  the 
miners  for  the  nationalisation  of  railways  and  mines,  I desire  to  withdraw  it,  with  a 
view  to  supporting  the  miners’  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  by  leave  withdrawn. 

AMENDMENT  TO  WORKMEN’S  COMPENSATION  ACT,  1906. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Meggison  (Trimmers  and  Teemers)  moved:  — 

That  the  Parliamentary  Committee  be  instructed  to  seek  an  amendment 
of  the  Workmen’s  Compensation  Act,  1906,  Section  11,  so  that  where  an  accident 
happens  a workman  on  board  a vessel  which  is  in  the  hands  of  foreign  time 

charterers,  such  workman,  or  those  acting  on  his  behalf,  may  be  given  the  right 

to  arrest  the  ship,  so  as  to  enforce  his  claim  for  compensation. 

He  said : In  moving  this  resolution,  I will  endeavour  to  make  the  position  clear  in 
as  few  words  as  possible.  The  coal  trimmers  in  the  north-east  ports  are  recognised 
as  the  employes  of  the  shipowners  on  whose  vessels  they  may  be  shown  to  be 
working.  All  claims  for  compensation  to  trimmers,  therefore,  are  made  upon  the 
shipowners,  and  are  met  by  them.  In  regard  to  the  British  shipowners,  we  have 
little  difficulty,  and  in  any  case  we  always  have  the  English  courts  to  fall  back 
upon  in  enforcing  our  claims.  But  the  foreign  shipowners  are  outside  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  British  courts.  Section  11  of  the  Workmen’s  Compensation  Act, 
however,  gives  us  power,  in  a case  where  the  owner  is  liable  to  pay  compensation,  to 

lay  the  matter  before  an  English  judge,  and  he  may  issue  a warrant  for  the  arrest 

or  detention  of  the  ship.  There  is  one  drawback  to  that  proviso,  however.  The 
ship  may  have  got  away  before  you  can  lay  your  case  before  the  judge,  and  then 
you  must  wait  until  the  ship  returns.  You  have,  first  of  all,  to  locate  the  ship,  and 
then  proceed  to  the  judge.  The  matter  may  take  perhaps  a day,  and  by  the  time 
you  get  back  again  you  find  your  ship  has  gone.  We  want  some  means  whereby  the 
ship  can  be  detained  immediately  she  returns,  without  this  delay  in  applying  to 
the  courts.  However,  there  is  a more  serious  aspect  of  the  case  which  this  resolu- 
tion deals  more  particularly  with.  Ships  are  sometimes  hired  by  other  people 
than  the  owners.  Now,  in  the  case  of  these  charterers  being  the  proprietors,  and 
an  accident  overtakes  a trimmer,  he  has  no  legal  redress  whatever.  A case  of  the 
kind  happened  about  three  years  ago  in  Sunderland.  A trimmer  sustained  fatal 
injury,  and  we  took  steps  to  have  the  ship  arrested.  Solicitors,  however,  acting 
for  the  employers,  gave  security,  and  they  filed  a defence  to  the  effect  that  the 
owners  were  not  responsible,  the  ship  being  on  “ time  charter.”  It  was  a Norwegian 
ship.  We  were  obliged  to  withdraw  the  case  as  against  the  owners,  and  as  the 
section  of  the  Act  only  applies  where  the  owners  as  owners  are  responsible,  it  could 
not  be  applied  to  the  charterers.  The  charterers,  though  they  could  have  snapped 
their  fingers  at  us  and  refused  to  pay  a single  penny,  offered  us  £100,  and  that  we 
went  into  court  to  get.  In  that  case  the  poor  widow,  with  a little  family  dependent 
upon  her,  had  to  be  content  with  £100,  when  she  ought  to  have  had  not  less  than 
£240.  We  want  you  to  help  us  to  get  at  the  time  charterers,  to  enforce  the  claim 
for  the  full  sum  due  in  respect  of  accident  liability.  Section  11  of  the  Workmen’s 
Compensation  Act  of  1905  is  an  amendment  of  the  Shipowners’  Negligence  Act  of 
1905.  Last  year  we  were  instrumental,  by  representations  made  at  the  Board  of 
Trade,  in  getting  an  Act  passed  for  the  merchant  shipping,  and  this  could  be 
applied  to  our  case  by  the  substitution  of  “charterer”  for  “owner.”  That  is 
why  we  ask  you  to  support  us  in  our  effort  to  secure  this  amendment  to  the  Act 
of  1906. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Davie3  (Middlesbrough  Dockers)  : In  seconding  this  resolution,  I 
want  to  say  that  my  experience  of  at  least  four  cases  has  been  on  all  fours  with  that 
of  the  mover  of  the  resolution.  We  have  a remedy  in  compensation  cases  against  the 
English  owners  and  employers.  Under  the  Stevedores  Act,  which  came  into 
operation  last  year,  we  would  get  relief,  but  it  does  not  apply  to  us.  The  difficulty 
is  entirely  in  relation  to  ships  which  are  on  what  is  known  as  this  “ time  charter,” 
and  we  do  hope  that  the  Parliamentary  Committee  will  make  representations  to 
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get  a short  Act  that  will  meet  the  cases  of  the  coal  trimmers,  dock  labourers,  and 
stevedores  on  foreign  ships.  Such  relief  is  urgently  needed. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

GENERAL  PURPOSES  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  D.  Gilmour  (Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee) : Delegates 
will  please  consult  the  Agenda.  On  page  26  there  is  a resolution,  No.  5,  from  the 
Amalgamated  Union  of  Clothiers’  Operatives,  and  on  page  28,  at  the  bottom  of 
the  page,  there  is  a resolution,  No.  14,  from  the  London  Society  of  Compositors. 
Congress  agreed  yesterday  to  a recommendation  from  the  General  Purposes 
Committee  that  those  two  societies  should  meet  and  formulate  one  resolution, 
dealing  only  with  the  48-hour  week.  We  invited  the  societies  in  question  to  meet, 
and  they  have  sent  in  a resolution  which  the  Business  Committee  cannot  accept, 
because  they  insist  in  including  in  the  resolution  something  which  you  agreed 
yesterday  was  not  to  be  included.  I have  intimated  to  the  society  that  they  can 
raise  their  objection  here,  but  that  we  cannot  accept  the  resolution  under  the 
circumstances.  The  matter  will  be  for  you  to  decide.  Then,  on  page  24,  the 
Hours  of  Labour  resolution,  No.  9,  from  the  Operative  Bakers  and  Confectioners, 
will  be  superseded  by  a resolution  which  is  to  be  moved  to-morrow  morning  by  Mr. 
Jenkins  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Hill.  The  printed  resolution  will  be  placed  on  the 
tables  in  the  morning.  The  Committee  recommends  that  you  should  suspend  the 
Standing  Orders  to-morrow  morning  at  11  o’clock  on  a matter  of  great  urgency. 
The  point  is  this,  as  expressed  in  the  resolution  which  we  propose  should  be 
submitted : — 

That  this  Congress,  in  view  of  Memorandum  119,  issued  by  the  Insurance 
Commissioners  this  morning,  dealing  with  the  reserve  and  transfer  values, 
expresses  its  deepest  concern  for  the  statements  contained  therein,  and  suggests 
an  early  meeting  of  all  Trade  Union  approved  societies  to  deal  with  the  whole 
question. 

It  now  appears  from  this  memorandum  that,  in  the  case  of  members  wishing  to 
transfer  from  a society  like  the  Prudential  to  his  own  Trade  Union  approved 
society,  the  Prudential  can  retain  the  whole  of  the  member’s  reserve  value.  The 
average  reserve  value  is  a little  over  £5  per  individual,  and,  while  the  Com- 
missioners are  recommending  that  the  societies  should  agree  between  themselves, 
they  have  absolutely  no  power  to  compel  agreement,  so  that  the  whole  of  the 
reserve  value  can  be  retained  by  a society  such  as  the  Prudential.  We  think  this 
is  a matter  of  great  urgency,  and  you  should  move  the  resolution.  I have  further 
to  report  that  Mr.  Nixon,  of  the  Blastfurnacemen’s  Federation,  has  withdrawn  his 
nomination  from  the  list  for  the  Co-operative  Congress  delegation. 

Mr.  T.  E.  Naylor  (London  Compositors) : Concerning  Resolution  No.  14,  at 
the  bottom  of  page  28,  the  General  Purposes  Committee  has  declined  to  allow  us 
the  opportunity  for  moving  this  resolution  on  the  ground  that  the  eight-hour  day 
is  dealt  with  by  some  other  resolution.  I want  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  no  opportunity  has  been  given  to  the  mover  of  this  resolution,  by  being 
appointed  to  any  of  the  Grouping  Committees,  to  explain  its  terms.  When  the 
General  Purposes  Committee  reported  that  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  get  together 
we  did  so,  and  a resolution  was  prepared  and  accepted  by  the  General  Purposes 
Committee.  I submit  that  the  principle  embodied  in  Resolution  No.  14,  at  the 
bottom  of  page  28,  declares  definitely  for  a combined  movement  by  direct  action 
on  the  part  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress,  and  has  no  reference  to  the  resolution 
for  the  eight-hour  day.  I submit  that  we  have  the  right  to  test  the  feeling  of 
Congress  concerning  direct  action  on  the  part  of  the  unions  for  an  increase  of 
wages,  a reduction  of  hours,  and,  in  accordance  with  their  desire,  a demand  for 
an  eight-hour  day.  I move  that  the  recommendations  of  the  General  Purposes 
Committee  be  sent  back  for  the  inclusion  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Gordon  (Sheet  Metal  Workers)  seconded  the  reference  back  to  the 
General  Purposes  Committee  of  the  recommendations  now  submitted. 

Mr.  D.  Gilmour  : There  was  a Committee  dealing  with  hours  and  labour,  and 
another  with  wages.  I made  the  report  here  that  the  only  question  was  the  48-hour 
week.  You  relegated  that  to  the  two  societies,  but  they  insisted  on  including 
all  the  points,  and  we  cannot  agree  to  it  being  brought  forward  in  Congress, 
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because  it  refers  to  matters  which  have  been  decided.  The  Business  Committee 
cannot  agree  to  accept  this,  so  it  is  useless  for  you  to  send  it  back  to  us.  If  the 
•delegates  from  these  two  societies  felt  that  the  recommendation  was  not  correct, 
their  opportunity  for  calling  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  matter  was  when  I 
made  my  statement  here;  and  after  the  statement  has  been  made,  and  Congress 
has  adopted  it,  it  is  not  fair  to  call  attention  to  the  matter  and  try  to  override  the 
previous  decision. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Gordon  (Sheet  Metal  Workers) : I understood  that  the  resolution  now 
submitted  to  the  Committee  only  referred  to  the  points  referred  to  in  the  original 
resolution. 

The  President:  There  is  nothing  in  the  resolution  that  was  not  in  the  two 
original  resolutions.  The  point  brought  forward  by  the  Committee  is  that  the 
matter  has  been  settled  by  Congress  adopting  their  report.  It  is  now  a matter 
between  the  General  Purposes  Committee  and  Congress. 

Mr.  D.  Gilmour  : Regarding  the  question  of  a 30s.  minimum,  you  will  find  that 
it  appears  in  the  printed  slip ; there  are  only  points  of  difference  on  small  matters  of 
detail.  We  think  that,  the  principle  having  been  dealt  with  in  the  resolution, 
there  is  no  need  for  that  to  come  up  on  another  resolution. 

Mr.  R.  Dent  (London  Compositors) : What  about  the  5s.  rise  mentioned  in  our 
resolution  ? 

Mr.  D.  Gilmour  : The  Parliamentary  Committee  appointed  a special  committee 
to  deal  with  the  question  of  wages  and  conditions,  and  that  committee  has  com- 
pleted its  work.  The  only  point  was  whether  the  48  hours  had  not  been  dealt 
with;  and  it  was  recommended  that  the  two  societies  should  meet  to  formulate  a 
resolution  on  the  48  hours  only,  and  they  want  to  go  over  the  whole  ground. 

Mr.  A.  Conley  (Clothiers’  Operatives) : Is  it  not  a fact  that  there  are  three 
societies  with  resolutions?  Two  societies  have  resolutions  dealing  with  the  48  hours 
and  the  30s.  minimum.  Then  there  is  the  resolution  from  the  compositors. 

The  President  : This  is  now  only  a question  between  the  General  Purposes 
Committee  and  Congress.  I must  have  a card  vote. 

A loud  cry  was  raised  for  the  matter  to  be  settled  by  the  show  of  hands. 

Mr.  T.  E.  Naylor  (London  Compositors) : You  have  a motion  to  put  this 
matter  before  the  General  Purposes  Committee,  and  I submit  that  you  should  put 
that  in  the  way  suggested.  I am  moving  now  that  the  matter  be  referred  back 
to  the  General  Purposes  Committee,  and  that  has  been  seconded. 

The  President:  Very  well,  I will  put  it  in  that  way.  Put  up  your  hands  for 
referring  it  back. 

On  a show  of  hands,  the  reference  back  was  lost  by  187  votes  to  66;  and  the 
recommendations  as  submitted  by  the  Chairman  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee 
•were  then  agreed  to. 

The  President  : That  means  that  the  two  societies  have  got  to  get  together  and 
bring  up  a resolution  on  the  48-hour  question  only. 

COMPULSORY  INSURANCE  BY  EMPLOYERS. 

Mr.  H.  Hileb  (Bakers  and  Confectioners)  moved : — 

That,  in  order  to  safeguard  the  workers,  this  Congress  calls  upon  the 

Government  to  so  amend  the  Workmen’s  Compensation  Act  as  to  compel  all 

employers  of  labour  to  insure  or  in  other  ways  provide  for  all  their  employes, 

so  that  they  may  obtain  the  full  benefits  of  the  Act. 

Be  said:  In  asking  Congress  to  carry  this  resolution,  we  are  seeking  help  from  it 
on  behalf  of  the  man  who  is  working  in  a shop  where  there  are  only  one  or  two 
employes.  There  are  some  very  hard  facts  which  we  have  to  contend  with  when 
fighting  these  cases  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  our  union.  We  find  that,  in  the  case 
of  the  large  shops,  the  men  are  generally  insured ; but  very  often  the  employer  does 
not  trouble  to  insure  his  workmen  when  there  are  only  two  or  three  employed. 
About  a year  ago,  my  society  dealt  with  a claim  on  behalf  of  a man  who  lost  one  of 
his.  eyes  over  an  explosion  to  a steam  pipe,  and  the  man  was  awarded  £120. 
But  the  employer  had  not  insured  his  workmen,  so,  of  course,  there  was  no  money 
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with  which  to  pay  this  sum  of  £120.  The  business  was  transferred  to  another 
man,  and  the  workman  never  received  one  penny  of  the  award.  When  cases  like 
this  are  happening,  it  is  time  that  we  did  something  to  protect  the  employes. 
We  asked  our  employers  if  they  had  their  workmen  insured,  or  if  the  man  was  to 
be  insured  when  he  did  start  work ; but  if  we  waited  until  we  got  answers  to  those 
questions,  we  should  be  a long  time  securing  work.  In  another  case,  a man  received 
judgment  for  £26,  but  he  never  touched  any  portion  of  the  money;  and  similar 
instances  are  constantly  happening.  We  feel  it  is  a reasonable  request  to  ask  for 
such  an  amendment  of  the  Compensation  Act  as  shall  compel  all  employers  to  insure 
their  workmen. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Chandler  (Railway  Clerks) : I beg  to  second  the  resolution ; but 
although  I am  in  sympathy  with  its  principle,  I am  afraid  the  wording  ought  to 
be  modified. 

The  President  : It  cannot  be  done. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Chandler  : I do  not  mean  this  year.  I am  talking  about  the 
suggested  modification  of  the  Act.  The  present  system  of  insurance  has 
introduced  a great  deal  of  evil  into  our  social  conditions  to-day,  because  we  find,  in 
all  our  hospitals  and  infirmaries,  that  the  gentlemen  who  are  on  the  honorary  medical 
staffs  are  themselves  in  the  pay  of  these  great  insurance  concerns;  and  these 
men,  to  whom  the  care  of  the  injured  person  is  entrusted,  are  subsidised  by  these 
insurance  companies.  I have  here  an  extract  from  the  “ Sheffield  Daily  Telegraph  ” 
of  July  20th,  relating  to  the  death  of  one  of  our  best-known  surgeons,  which  says 
that  on  starting  into  practice  he  was  elected  surgeon  to  the  hospital,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  senior  surgeon  to  the  same  institution.  There  are  medical 
appointments  under  the  Compensation  Act  in  connection  with  many  of  the  collieries 
around  Sheffield,  and  if  a Yorkshire  miner  is  unfortunate  enough  to  be  injured  he 
goes  to  the  hospital  to  be  treated  by  the  doctor  in  the  pay  of  the  insurance  company. 
These  accident  cases,  therefore,  are  adjudicated  beforeband  in  the  hospital,  when 
possibly  the  injured  miner  is  unconscious.  This  state  of  things  wants  altering.  It 
is  a very  serious  state  of  affairs  when  these  doctors  in  the  institutions  which  are 
mainly  kept  going  by  the  support  of  the  men  themselves  are  also  in  the  pay  of  the 
insurance  companies  which  have  to  settle  the  claims  under  the  Compensation  Act. 
I want  to  appeal  to  all  workers  to  see  that  they  are  not  only  insured,  but  that  the 
scheme  in  which  they  are  insured  is  a national  one;  and  that  is  my  suggestion  to 
the  mover  of  this  resolution,  that  he  should  put  a proposition  in  favour  of  State 
insurance  upon  the  Agenda  for  discussion  next  year.  With  regard  to  the  doctors, 
our  remedy  there  will  only  be  found  in  the  establishment  of  a national  medical 
service.  State  institutions,  I quite  realise,  are  not  altogether  what  they  might  be; 
but  I cannot  imagine  any  State  system  employing  doctors  to  act  as  spies  upon  men 
who  are  placed  under  their  care  when  injured.  This  ought  to  be  done,  in  the 
interests  of  the  efficient  working  of  the  Act. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

THE  REPORT  OF  THE  AUDITORS. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Harvey  (Senior  Auditor)  submitted  the  Auditors’  report  on  the 
finances  of  Congress  for  the  past  year.  He  said : We  desire  to  state  that  the 
Secretary  has  placed  the  whole  of  the  accounts  and  documents  at  our  disposal  which 
were  necessary  for  this  audit.  We  went  through  the  books  and  vouchers,  and 
we  present  you  with  the  findings.  I suppose  you  have  the  balance  sheet  in  your 
wallets.  If  you  have  not,  it  is  not  the  Committee’s  fault. 

Mr.  Harvey  then  proceeded  to  read  the  whole  of  the  balance  sheet,  as  printed, 
item  by  item. 

Mr.  J.  Whitehead  (Brassturners) : What  was  the  extra  £10  for  which  was 
granted  to  the  American  delegates  ? 

Mr.  W.  E.  Harvey:  It  was  on  account  of  the  increased  distances  which  they 

had  to  travel.  The  grant  was  £5  to  each  of  them. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Tattersall  (Auditor) : I should  like  to  state  that  the  books  are  very 
clearly  kept,  and  that  every  assistance  was  given  to  the  Auditors.  I think  the 
accounts  are  kept  in  a very  good  way — a perfect  way,  I should  think — and  I have 
much  pleasure  in  certifying  them  as  corrrect. 
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Mr.  H.  H.  Elvin  (National  Clerks) : I should  like  to  know  if  there  were  any 
liabilities  at  July  31st ; and,  if  so,  how  much  ? 

Mr.  W.  E.  Harvey  : There  were  no  liabilities. 

The  President  : We  always  have  a clean  slate. 

The  report  of  the  Auditors  was  carried  unanimously. 

GENERAL  EIGHT-HOUR  DAY. 

Mr.  J.  Hill  (Boilermakers)  moved : 

Having  regard  to  the  many  and  various  economic  changes  and  the  general 
speeding-up  adopted  in  all  classes  of  industry,  and  recognising  that  unemploy- 
ment is  now  permanent  in  character,  in  busy  and  slack  seasons,  in  summer  and 
in  winter,  and  is  common  to  all  trades  and  industries  consequent  upon  industry 
being  carried  on  for  private  profit,  and  that  it  will  become  accentuated  as  the 
development  of  machinery  and  other  wage-saving  methods  proceed,  and  that 
many  workers  are  working  under  the  premium  bonus  and  other  systems  which 
cause  keener  competition  in  our  industrial  system,  this  Congress  instructs  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  to  co-operate  with  affiliated  trades  concerned  in 
industrial  action  and  also  to  draft  a general  Eight-Hour  Bill,  to  be  introduced 
into  the  House  of  Commons,  and  with  a view  to  educating  public  opinion  to 
the  need  for  an  eight-hour  day,  demonstrations  be  organised  in  various  parts 
of  the  country;  and,  further,  that  the  Parliamentary  Committee  be  instructed 
to  approach  the  Government  with  a view  to  securing  that  all  work  done  by 
contractors  for  any  of  the  State  Departments  shall  be  subject  to  the  same 
limitation  of  hours  as  apply  to  work  done  directly  by  the  Government. 

He  said : This  is  one  of  the  hardy  annuals  that  are  usually  left  to  the  later  days 
of  the  Congress  and  hurried  over  without  much  consideration;  and  perhaps  to-day 
you  are  of  the  opinion  that  we  need  not  occupy  much  time  over  it.  You  have  carried 
the  same  resolution,  or  practically  the  same  resolution,  at  many  previous  Congresses ; 
but  it  is  nevertheless  necessary  that  something  should  be  said,  because  I have 
reason  to  doubt  the  earnestness  and  sincerity,  not  only  of  the  rank-and-file,  but 
also  of  some  of  our  leaders,  on  this  question  of  the  eight-hour  day ; and  because  we 
know  that  there  are  those  who  are  not  altogether  with  us  in  this  matter  as  they 
should  be,  or  are  not  prepared  to  take  steps  to  secure  the  eight-hour  day,  the 
Parliamentary  Committee,  during  the  last  twelvemonths,  has  taken  the  subject  up 
in  a more  active  way  than  before;  and  a series  of  demonstrations  have  been 
organised  throughout  the  country,  in  some  places  with  only  partial  success,  but 
in  other  cities  with  a success  far  beyond  the  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine 
citizens  there.  In  one  of  the  resolutions  covered  by  this  general  resolution,  there 
appear  the  words,  “ the  time  is  ripe.”  I am  responsible  for  those  words;  and  as 
a young  enthusiast,  when  I was  drafting  that  resolution,  I thought  I had  discovered 
something — namely,  that  the  time  was  ripe.  But  when  I went  back  to  the  Report 
of  1877,  I found  it  said  there  that  the  time  was  ripe  for  the  eight-hour  day  and  a 
half-holiday  on  Saturday.  The  time  was  ripe  25  years  ago,  and  I find  it  was  ripe 
in  the  days  of  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  who  was  prepared  to  sacrifice  his  position, 
his  hopes,  and  personal  ambition  for  the  cause  of  the  workers — a cause  that  could 
never  have  been  of  any  personal  benefit  to  him.  Moreover,  like  a good  Scotchman,  I 
went  back  to  the  Book  we  are  all  so  fond  of;  and  I heard  of  a man  called  Moses, 
who  was  grieved  at  the  long  hours  men  had  to  work.  He  began  by  slaying  one 
of  his  employers  on  the  spot,  and  drowned  the  rest  in  the  Red  Sea!  (Laughter.) 
We  have  heard  of  the  big  fight  which  our  American  comrades  have  put  up  over  this 
question ; and  we  are  compelled  to  admit  that  we  are  behind  our  American  friends, 
although  they  have  only  used  economic  means  to  accomplish  their  ends.  Mr. 
Berry  tells  me  that  in  the  printing  trades  alone  something  like  10,000,000  dollars 
have  been  spent  on  this  question  of  hours.  But  they  now  have,  in  return  for  all  this 
outlay,  an  eight-hour  day  for  daywork  and  a seven-hour  day  for  nightwork ; and 
along  with  that  they  have  also  higher  wages  than  we  have  here.  We  are  asking 
here  that  the  Parliamentary  Committee  should  promote  a Bill  in  Parliament  for  a 
general  eight-hour  day,  and  I have  no  doubt  that  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
will  be  very  pleased  to  accede  to  your  wishes ; but  personally,  as  a member  of  that 
Committee,  I have  my  doubts  about  obtaining  anything  by  a Bill,  because  we  do 
not  deserve  anything.  We  have  not  put  the  men  in  Parliament  who  are  favourable 
to  the  passing  of  such  an  Act;  and  even  if  we  should  get  the  Bill  through,  I do 


232 


TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS. 


not  expect  that  by  political  enactments  we  are  going  to  obtain  our  eight-hour  day 
for  some  time  yet.  But  I say  to  you,  nothwithstanding  this,  that  the  time  is  ripe 
and  we  are  asking  that  you  will  not  only  agree  to  political  action,  but  that  the- 
Parliamentary  Committee  will  support  any  policy  which  the  Trades  may  adopt, 
industrially  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  reform.  So  far  as  the  shipbuilding; 
trades  are  concerned,  they  have  exhausted  all  peaceful  and  conciliatory  measures  to 
persuade  the  employers  to  give  the  eight-hour  day.  On  the  other  hand,  we  find  the 
employers  not  only  refusing  to  give  it ; but  quite  recently  they  actually  endeavoured 
to  extend  the  normal  working  week.  We  have  taken  these  peaceful  steps,  and  we  are 
now  in  the  position  of  asking  for  the  support  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  for 
something  more  drastic;  and  it  lies  with  the  delegates  here  in  all  trades,  in  their 
branch  meetings— it  lies  with  their  leaders  to  take  the  steps  necessary  to  secure 
this  reform.  The  time,  I say  is  ripe;  for  there  never  was  a time  before  when  we 
experienced  so  great  a boom  in  trade,  and  when  wealth  was  being  more  quickly 
acquired  by  the  employing  classes ; and  there  never  was  a time  when  the  employers 
could  better  afford  to  grant  this  request.  To-day  our  work  is  more  strenuous  than 
it  was  20  or  25  years  ago,  when  that  resolution  was  passed  to  which  I have  referred. 
The  employers  in  my  trade  recently  asked  me  and  my  colleagues  to  agree,  because 
of  the  strenuousness  of  the  work  and  the  impossibility  of  inducing  young  lads  to 
enter  the  trade,  to  allow  men  to  begin  their  apprenticeship  at  25  years  of  age. 
That  would  mean  that  in  five  years  they  would  be  journeymen,  and  in  another  ten 
years  they  would  be  too  old  to  work ! Surely  our  working  days  should  be  shortened, 
when  labour  has  become  so  strenuous  that  we  now  do  in  48  hours  more  than  we 
did  in  100  hours  25  years  ago.  I ask  the  delegates  to  make  up  their  minds  that  the 
time  is  now  ripe;  and  if  we  do  not  secure  this  reduction  of  hours  during  the 
present  boom  in  trade,  we  shall  never  get  it  by  economic  action.  I ask  you  to  pass 
this  resolution,  not  as  a pious  proposition,  but  as  a policy  to  be  set  in  motion 
immediately.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  Twomey  (Swansea  Labourers) : In  seconding  this  resolution,  I should 
like  to  record  my  firm  conviction  that  the  well-defined  eight-hour  day  is  the  best 
principle  to  work  under.  The  mover  of  the  resolution  very  ably  pointed  out  the 
speeding-up  process  that  is  now  at  work,  together  with  great  improvements  in 
mechanical  appliances,  with  the  result  that  labour  is  continually  being  displaced. 
The  effect  of  this  is  seen  in  the  Board  of  Trade  returns,  which  prove  that  the 
exports  from  this  country  are  largely  on  the  increase  while  there  is  a contem- 
poraneous increase  in  the  number  of  unemployed  workers.  We  must,  therefore, 
agitate  for  a shorter  working  day,  and,  as  it  has  been  laid  down  that  the  world’s 
work  could  very  well  be  accomplished  by  the  operation  of  a general  two  and  a-half 
hour  day,  our  demand  for  a day  of  eight  hours  should  not  strike  anyone  as  being 
unreasonable.  The  preamble  of  the  resolution  embodies  the  old-time  gasworkers’ 
proposal  in  pointing  the  effects  of  labour-saving  machinery  which  do  nothing  to 
diminish  the  army  of  the  unemployed.  The  latter  part  of  the  resolution  asks  that 
when  Government  work  is  put  out  to  contractors — and,  as  you  know,  the  argument 
is  often  used  that  contract  work  is  cheaper  than  work  done  directly  by  the 
Government,  for  the  simple  reason  that  the  contractors  work  their  men , longer — 
shall  be  subject  to  the  same  limitation  of  hours  as  applies  to  the  work  done 
directly  by  the  Government.  The  other  part  of  the  resolution  asks  that  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  shall  initiate  an  educational  campaign  in  the  country. 
That  is  sadly  needed,  and  I hope  and  trust  that  the  rousing  meetings  that  we 
shall  get  as  a consequence  will  be  the  means  of  establishing  an  eight-hour  day 
for  all  the  workers  of  this  country.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  G.  T.  Jackson  (Tramway  Workers)  : I want  to  ask  if  you  can  allow- 
certain  words  to  be  added  to  this  resolution  1 

The  Pbesident  : No ; it  is  the  Grouping  Committee’s  resolution,  and  cannot 
now  be  altered. 

Mr.  G.  T.  Jackson  : Well,  I am  sorry.  I do  not  want  to  oppose  this  resolution,.' 
because  I am  in  thorough  agreement  with  the  demand  for  an  eight-hour  day, 
but  I am  sorry  that  Mr.  Twomey  has  been  so  short-sighted  as  to  consent  to  the 
withdrawal  of  his  own  resolution  on  this  subject,  on  page  24  of  the  Agenda,  which 
contains  a most  important  provision  so  far  as  motormen  and  conductors  are 
concerned.  I want  to  remind  Congress  that  it  is  possible  to  so  spread  the  eight 
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hours’  work  over  one  day  that  they  actually  break  into  twelve,  14,  and  16  hours  in 
the  case  of  this  class  of  workmen.  A short  time  ago,  at  the  request  of  my  society, 
Congress  endorsed  a resolution  demanding  a reasonable  period  of  rest  between 
one  day's  labour  and  the  next,  and  the  Parliamentary  Committee  gave  us  the 
fullest  assistance  in  connection  with*  that  proposal  when  we  appeared  before  the 
Board  of  Trade.  I produced  evidence  before  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
on  the  occasion  of  our  interview  to  show  the  serious  nature  of  the  grievance  in 
connection  with  the  spreading  out  of  the  men’s  working  day.  Now,  what  is  the 
use  of  giving  me  an  eight-hour  day  if  I am  to  remain  at  the  beck  and  call  of  a 
tramway  undertaking  or  any  other  industry  for  14  or  16  hours  ? I contend  that, 
with  respect  to  the  electric  tramcar  industry,  there  can  be  no  safety  for  the  public 
unless  there  is  the  fullest  opportunity  for  the  men  to  have  their  natural  rest 
before  resuming  their  duties.  1 am  afraid  the  public  of  this  country  do  not  realise 
the  serious  position  they  are  placed  in  through  our  men  having  their  hours  spread 
over  so  long  a period.  The  Board  of  Trade  take  up  the  position  that  they  have 
no  power  to  interfere  in  this  matter  with  a view  to  a more  reasonable  arrangement 
of  the  hours,  but  we  contend  that,  in  the  interests  of  the  men  and  the  travelling 
public,  the  Board  of  Trade  should  ask  for  that  power  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment.  (Cheers.) 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

WORKING  HOURS  OF  AGRICULTURAL  LABOURERS. 

Mr.  G.  Edwards  (Agricultural  Labourers)  moved : — 

That  this  Congress  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  secure  the  introduction  and  the  passing  into  law  of  a Bill 
having  for  its  object  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  working  hours  per  day 
and  the  securing  of  one-half  day  per  week  for  agricultural  labourers  and  rural 
workers. 

He  said  : On  this  matter  of  hours  we  stand  to-day  in  rural  England  exactly  where 
we  stood  100  years  ago.  The  agricultural  labourer  had  a ten-hour  day  then,  and 
he  has  got  a ten-hour  day  now.  In  the  winter  he  works  from  daylight  to  dark, 
and  the  only  chance  that  thousands  of  them  have  got  for  seeing  their  wives  and 
families  by  daylight  is  a little  while  on  the  Sunday.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  we 
look  upon  this  as  being  an  everlasting  disgrace  to  a country  that  calls  itself 
Christian.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  is  a scandal  that  a body  of  men  should  have  its 
nose  kept  to  the  grindstone  in  this  fashion.  We  think  the  time  is  ripe  for  an 
improvement  to  be  effected  in  these  deplorable  conditions.  It  has  been  said,  I 
know,  that  the  agricultural  labourers  have  not  sense  enough  to  organise  them- 
selves. That  is  not  correct.  The  labourers  have  got  the  brain-power,  but  they 
have  not  the  necessary  time  to  develop  either  their  brains  or  their  opportunities. 
(Hear,  hear.)  That  is  why  you  find  them  so  terribly  disorganised.  Two  years 
ago  we  spent  £1,500  fighting  for  a half-holiday,  and  in  that  fight  we  had  all  the 
landlords  and  employers  against  us,  as  well  as  a large  number  of  Members  of 
Parliament.  Twelve  of  our  men,  who  were  walking  down  the  street  one  day 
when  our  campaign  was  on,  were  summoned  before  the  magistrates  and  fined  £5 
each,  or  two  months’  hard  labour,  for  singing  “Stand  up  for  Jesus”  ! I ask  for 
the  sympathy — the  practical  sympathy — of  this  great  Trade  Union  organisation 
to  help  us  to  secure  some  amelioration  of  our  present  wretched  conditions  with 
respect  to  the  working  hours.  If  I could  feel  sure  of  securing  that  I should  go 
back  full  of  hope,  knowing  that  before  my  grey  hairs  go  to  the  grave  the  worst- 
paid  and  the  worst-housed  labourers  in  the  land  have  got  their  emancipation 
near  at  hand.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  G.  E.  Hewitt  (Agricultural  Labourers)  : I have  much  pleasure  in 
seconding  this  resolution,  and  I must  say  that  it  is  very  gratifying  to  see  the 
interest  that  is  evidently  being  taken  in  this  question  by  the  delegates  to  this 
Congress.  We  have  been  going  on  with  our  work  year  after  year  without  any 
recognition  whatever  until  the  last  year  or  so.  We  have  put  our  hands  to  the 
plough,  however,  and  do  not  intend  to  take  them  off  again  until  the  work  is 
accomplished.  (Cheers.)  I trust  you  will  come  with  us  on  this  venture,  and  do 
as  much  as  you  possibly  can  in  promoting  the  agricultural  labourers’  welfare. 
I might  say,  with  respect  to  holidays,  that  the  agricultural  labourer  only  gets  one 
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day  in  the  whole  year.  That  is  Christmas  Day,  and  if  that  should  fall  on  a Sunday 
he  gets  no  holiday  at  all.  There  is  no  time  for  the  agricultural  labourer  to 
educate  himself,  and,  therefore,  we  have  no  chance  to  organise  the  men  properly 
as  you  have  in  the  large  industrial  centres.  Some  time  ago  the  Government 
passed  a measure  called  the  Allotments  Act,  which  granted  allotments  to'  the 
agricultural  labourers.  If  the  agricultural  labourers  had  any  time  in  the  week 
to  work  those  allotments  it  would  have  been  a grand  idea,  but  you  might  just 
as  well  give  a man  a big  feast  of  meat  with  no  teeth  to  bite  it  as  give  a man  an 
allotment  with  no  time  to  work  it.  (Cheers.)  I was  one  of  that  bad  class  of  people 
who  came  out  on  strike  for  an  extra  Is.  a week  and  half-an-hour  on  Saturday, 
but  no  sooner  had  we  laid  down  our  tools  in  Norfolk  than  we  were  confronted  by 
the  military  and  the  police.  The  farmers  and  the  landlords  told  us  we  must  lay 
quiet,  but  I thought  we  had  lain  quiet  long  enough,  and  that  it  was  time  we  should 
wake  up  and  look  the  facts  in  the  face.  They  also  told  us  that  if  we  went  on  at 
such  a tremendous  rate  as  to  demand  an  extra  Is.  and  a half-holiday  on  Saturdays, 
they  would  have  to  clear  out  of  the  country  to  save  their  capital.  Well,  the 
answer  I gave  them  on  that  occasion  will  bear  repetition  here : If  the  farmers 
and  the  landlords  between  them  cannot  manage  their  affairs  better  than  that 
the  sooner  they  clear  out  of  the  country  the  better.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  Hinson  (Sailors  and  Firemen)  : As  a representative  of  a class  of 
workers  who  are  compelled  to  work  24  hours  a day,  seven  days  a week,  and  52 
weeks  in  the  year,  with  overtime  allowance  for  all  work  done  beyond  those  hours, 
I have  much  pleasure  in  supporting  this  resolution  of  the  agricultural  labourers. 
(Laughter  and  cheers.)  We  will  support  any  action  any  trade  may  take  on  this 
question.  We  are  out  for  an  eight-hour  day,  and  I hope,  when  the  time  comes, 
that  the  Parliamentary  Committee  will  support  us,  and  also  instruct  the  skilled 
trades  on  board  the  ships  that  they  shall  not  seek  blacklegs  to  work  against  us. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

Congress  adjourned  at  5 o’clock. 


FIFTH  DAY. 


FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER  15th. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  9-30  a.m.  prompt,  and  the  minutes  of  the 
previous  day’s  proceedings  were  taken  as  read. 

A GIFT  FEOM  ME.  JOSEPH  FEES. 

The  Pbesident  : I have  to  announce  that  Mr.  Joseph  Fels  has  been  good 
enough  to  send  along  for  the  delegates  over  500  copies  of  Henry  George’s  “ Progress 
and  Poverty.” 

Accompanying  the  copy  of  “Progress  and  Poverty”  which  each  delegate’ 
received  was  the  following  letter  from  the  donor  : — 

London,  4th  September,  1912. 

Dear  Sir, — Believing  that  once  the  men  who  do  the  work  of  the  world  get 
hold  of  the  true  philosophy  of  work  and  wages  they  will  make  that  philosophy 
a living  thing,  I am  asking  you  to  carefully  read,  with  an  open  mind,  as  well 
as  with  open  eyes,  a book  written  by  one  of  the  world’s  great  teachers,  who- 
was  also  a workman. 

This  book  (“Progress  and  Poverty  ”)  I take  to  be  one  of  the  bibles  of  the- 
world,  and  as  such  will  help  to  redeem  the  workers  of  the  world. 

This  whole  question  of  equal  opportunity  for  men  and  women  is  a moral 
question — to  me  really  a religious  question — which  should  have  no  connection 
with  politics  or  politicians,  since  it  concerns  all  the  people  and  no  one  class. 
Equal  opportunity  to  me  means  simple  human  justice,  without  which  neither 
your  great  country  nor  mine  can  exist  as  the  homes  of  free  peoples. 
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I beg,  therefore,  that  you  will  receive  this  book  in  the  same  spirit  in  which 
it  was  produced  by  the  great  prophet  of  modern  times,  Henry  George,  and  that 
you  will  join  the  great  army  of  men  and  women  who  are  gathering  in  every 
country  throughout  the  world  to  carry  the  flag  of  human  justice  to  victory 
over  monopoly  and  special  privilege. 

With  best  wishes  for  a successful  outcome  to  your  Congress, 

Faithfully, 

(Signed)  Joseph  Fels. 

Congress  passed  a hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Fels  for  his  gift  to  the  delegates. 

HOURS  OF  LABOUR  IN  SHOPS. 

Mr.  J.  Turner  (Shop  Assistants)  moved:  — 

That  this  Congress  calls  upon  the  Government  to  introduce  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment  a Shops  Bill  limiting  the  hours  of  labour  to  60  hours  per 
week,  inclusive  of  meal  times.  Further,  seeing  several  Government  Blue  Books 
exist  teeming  with  evidence  of  the  injurious  effect  of  the  long  hours  worked 
in  shops,  and  that  Bills  have  been  introduced  for  the  last  25  years,  this  Congress 
emphasises  the  fact  that  no  industrial  question  demands  more  urgent  attention. 

He  said : In  the  first  place,  I want  you  to  understand  that  this  resolution  is 
in  no  way  antagonistic  to  the  general  resolution  in  favour  of  a 48-hour  week. 
For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  own  association  we  carried  a resolution 
at  our  last  annual  delegate  meeting  in  favour  of  joining  with  the  other  unions 
of  the  country  in  the  agitation  for  the  48-hour  week.  But  the  reason  why  they 
also  carried  this  resolution  was  that  it  has  been  part  of  the  programme  of  our 
association  for  many  years.  When  the  Government  recently  introduced  legislation 
which  led  many  of  our  members  to  believe  that  something  was  going  to  be  done — 
I am  afraid  I was  not  amongst  the  number — they  introduced  a Bill  which,  instead 
of  including  meal  times,  only  spoke  of  a 60-hour  week,  exclusive  of  meal  times. 
It  was  hinted  to  us,  however,  that  if  we  could  get  sufficient  pressure  brought  to 
hear  in  the  right  direction  we  could  get  the  meal  times  included,  but  all  we 
succeeded  in  getting  was  a compulsory  halt-holiday  on  one  week-day — which  leaves 
the  shop  assistants  with  six  and  a-half  days  per  week  to  be  worked  so  far  as  the 
law  of  the  land  is  concerned — and  also  a meal  time.  These  were,  it  may  be 
admitted,  both  useful  little  pieces  of  legislation  in  their  way,  but  by  no  means  all 
we  wanted.  You  will  notice  that  the  resolution  stipulates  for  a week  of  60  hours, 
including  meal  times.  The  meal  times  are  one  hour  for  dinner  and  half-an-hour 
for  tea  if  the  assistants  are  living  out,  but  if  they  are  living  in  there  is  a possibility 
that  they  will  only  get  three-quarters  of  an  hour  for  dinner  and  half-an-hour  for 
tea.  That  would  bring  the  actual  hours  worked  down  to  52g  for  those  living 
out  and  53|  for  those  living  in.  From  52  to  54  hours  is  about  the  average  week 
of  all  the  average  workers  in  the  country.  In  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  where 
legislation  has  fixed  the  hours  of  shop  assistants,  the  working  hours  are  52  per 
week,  that  is,  exactly  half-an-hour  less  than  the  hours  we  should  work  if  this 
resolution  could  be  enforced.  In  Western  Australia  the  hours  are  51,  and  in  other 
parts  of  Australia  they  are  54.  So  that  it  is  clear  that  the  granting  of  our  demands 
would  simply  bring  us  into  line  with  the  other  workers  in  this  country  and  the 
Colonies.  We  can  scarcely  t;e  charged  with  asking  for  something  unreasonable. 
There  is  one  other  solid  argument  for  our  asking  for  these  hours.  There  is  pro- 
bably no  other  occupation  in  the  country  where  the  hours  vary  more  than  in  the 
case  of  the  shop  assistants.  We  have  some  shops  working  43  hours  a week  and 
others  close  by  working  as  many  as  80  or  90.  So  that  even  if  we  were  able  to 
establish  the  minimum  wage  for  our  members  it  would  not  be  of  much  value  unless 
we  could  do  something  at  the  same  time  to  regularise  and  standardise  the  hours 
of  . labour.  If  the  community  can  be  served  successfully  by  business  firms  working 
from  44  to  54  hours  per  week  we  want  to  know  why  the  other  establishments 
should  keep  their  assistants  at  work  the  abominably  long  hours  they  do.  Our 
requests,  as  I have  said,  are  very  modest,  and  we  are  quite  prepared  to  fall  into  line 
with  the  other  Trade  Unions  in  their  demand  for  the  48-hour  week,  but  we  think 
this  resolution  is  a practicable  one,  which  we  could  ask  the  Government  to  put 
into  operation  immediately. 

Mr.  J.  Hallsworth  (Co-operative  Employes)  : I desire  to  second  this  resolution. 
As  the  resolution  itself  indicates,  the  organised  shop  assistants  of  this  country 


236 


TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS. 


have  been  endeavouring  to  get  an  alteration  of  the  hours  of  work  for  something; 
like  25  years.  It  has  been  said  that  the  work  of  the  shop  assistants  is  different 
from  that  of  the  workers  in  other  trades.  It  is  different,  I admit.  But  when  we 
remember  this  fact,  that  there  are  something  like  100  co-operative  societies  in 
Northumberland  and  Durham  and  the  Cleveland  district  of  Yorkshire  that  already 
work  on  the  48-hour  principle,  we  have  a right  to  urge  that  what  can  be  done  in 
these  places  can  be  done  elsewhere.  But  it  is  for  the  Trade  Unionists  in  this 
Congress  and  outside  to  help  the  shop  assistants  to  get  the  proper  working  week, 
and  it  is  quite  within  the  power  of  Congress  to  do  this,  through  its  individual 
members,  if  they  so  desire.  Until  we  get  a definite  limitation  of  the  hours  of  labour 
for  those  who  work  in  shops  we  are  not  likely  to  improve  matters  by  the  compulsory 
closing  of  the  shops  themselves.  (Hear,  hear.)  There  are  in  many  large  centres 
to-day — particularly  in  Manchester — young  girls  working  something  like  110  and 
120  hours  per  week  for  the  miserable  pittance  of  3s.  or  4s.  And  then  there  is  the 
question  of  the  influence  of  long  hours  on  the  death  rate  from  consumption,  and 
in  this  connection  it  may  be  mentioned  as  a notable  fact  that  something  like  one' 
out  of  every  two  of  the  deaths  among  shop  assistants  is  due  to  this  disease.  We  are 
asking  you  to  do  something  to  reduce  this  terrible  mortality  from  consumption  by 
swelling  the  demand  upon  the  Government  to  pass  our  Shop  Hours  Bill.  (Cheers.) 
The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

MINIMUM  WAGE  FOE.  ALL  ADULT  WOEKEES. 

Mr.  J.  Babnsby  (Labour  Protection  League)  moved:  — 

That  this  Congress  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  take  such 
steps  as  may  be  necessary  to  obtain  by  legal  enactment  a minimum  wage  of  30s. 
per  week  for  all  adult  male  workers. 

He  said : This  resolution  has  on  many  occasions  been  before  Congress  and 
confirmed,  but  generally  only  in  the  interests  of  Government  workers.  The  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  has  agreed  that  the  minimum  wage  question  for  the  whole  of 
the  adult  workers  of  the  country  is  a matter  of  urgency,  therefore  I move  the 
resolution.  The  members  of  the  organisation  I represent  all  feel  that  it  is  right  to 
come  here  and  make  this  demand.  The  recent  industrial  unrest  has  been  largely 
associated  with  the  attempt  to  bring  about  a minimum  wage  for  the  workers  of  the 
kingdom,  and  by  passing  this  resolution  you  will  again  help  us  to  bring  before  the 
Government  the  necessity  of  forcing  all  employers  to  pay  a wage  that  will  at  least 
pay  for  the  necessities  of  the  workers’  wives  and  families.  We  feel  very  strongly 
that  this  30s.  minimum  represents  absolutely  the  lowest  remuneration  that  should 
be  offered  to  any  man  for  a week’s  work. 

Mr.  A.  Habeis  (Labour  Protection  League),  seconding  the  resolution,  said : 
Last  year  we  had  opposition  from  the  miners  because  the  resolution  only  applied 
to  the  Government  workers,  and  now  we  have  made  it  apply  to  the  whole  of  the 
workers,  and  the  Labour  Party  has  included  the  principle  in  its  own  programme. 
The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

HOUES  OF  LABOUR  IN  BAKEHOUSES. 

Mr.  J.  Jenkins  (Bakers  and  Confectioners)  moved : — 

This  Congress  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  approach  by 
deputation  the  Prime  Minister  asking  him  to  give  facilities  for  the  passing 
into  law  of  the  Hours  of  Labour  (Bakehouses)  Bill  now  before  Parliament,  and 
thus  help  to  carry  out  the  decision  of  many  previous  Congresses  which  have 
unanimously  supported  this  Bill. 

He  said : We  have  been  tackling  this  question  a long  while  unsuccessfully,  but  we 
shall  persevere  until  we  get  what  we  are  after.  We  have  done  a good  deal  in  the 
last  few  years  in  organising  the  baking  trade,  and  we  have  made  a good  many 
agreements  with  the  employers.  The  difficulty  is  that  we  have  to  do  the  work  over 
and  over  again,  and  if  we  could  get  this  Bill  through  we  should  know  where  we 
were.  In  the  matter  of  wages  we  have  done  very  well  during  the  last  few  years. 
We  have  brought  them  from  5s.  per  day  to  6s.  and  7s.,  by  yearly  advances,  and  if 
we  can  go  on  like  that,  we  shall  not  have  much  to  grumble  about.  Although  we 
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are  only  a small  society  of  7,000  members,  we  are  so  determined  to  see  what  can  be 
done  to  get  the  whole  of  the  men  of  the  trade  into  our  ranks  that  we  have  established 
six  organisations — three  in  London  and  three  in  the  provinces.  We  are  spending 
upon  this  project  all  we  can  afford,  to  spend  and  yet  keep  our  central  fund  intact, 
and  we  are  prepared  to  continue  doing  that  for  the  next  five  years.  I do  not  think 
I need  say  much  more  on  this  matter,  but  some  of  my  friends  may  wish  to  say 
something  in  more  detail  descriptive  of  our  plans  and  objects.  I hope  Congress, 
as  in  previous  years,  will  pass  the  resolution  unanimously. 

Mr.  L.  A.  Hill  (Bakers  and  Confectioners) : I second  this  resolution,  and  in 
doing  so  would  point  out  that  it  is  slightly  different  in  form  to  those  which  have 
been  before  previous  Congresses.  You  are  asked  to  instruct  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  to  approach  by  deputation  the  Prime  Minister  to  give  facilities  for  the 
discussion  of  our  Bill.  In  the  first  place,  as  I think  I told  CongTess  last  year,  the 
Labour  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade  has  interested  itself  in  the  question  of 
the  hours  actually  worked  by  operative  bakers  up  and  down  the  country,  and 
especially  in  London.  Since  last  Congress  we  have  had  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  Home  Office  inquiring  into  the  effects  of  night-work  upon  the  health  of  the 
operative  baker,  and  actually  making  personal  visits  during  the  night  to  some  of 
the  bakehouses  in  different  parts  of  London,  and  taking  the  pulse  of  the  bakers  on 
duty  in  them ! This  gives  us  reason  for  believing — accompanied  as  it  is  by  other 
signs — that  the  Government  is  seriously  contemplating  the  introduction  of  some 
measure  which  will  regulate  the  hours  of  bakers,  and  no  longer  allow  them  to  be 
sweated  as  they  have  been,  in  London  particularly.  If,  therefore,  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  is  definitely  instructed  to  approach  the  Prime  Minister  in  this  matter, 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  he  will  be  prepared  to  give  facilities  for  the 
discussion  of  our  measure.  Mr.  Hallsworth,  speaking  on  the  shop  assistants’ 
resolution,  told  you  that  the  shop  assistants  have  a half-holiday.  But  the  operative 
baker  is  in  the  unfortunate  position  not  only  of  not  getting  a half-holiday,  but  on 
the  day  that  the  other  workers  have  their  half-holiday  he  has  to  put  in  a day  and 
a-half  ! During  recent  years  considerable  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  methods 
under  which  our  industry  is  conducted,  and  we  have  recently  had  a system  intro- 
duced which  has  been  responsible  for  a considerable  increase  in  the  output  of  the 
employes.  This  has  been  going  on  all  over  the  country,  with  the  result  that  the 
output  of  the  operative  bakers  has  been  increased  fully  100  per  cent.  This,  of 
course,  has  been  followed  by  a large  amount  of  unemployment — so  much  so  that 
in  London  the  number  of  unemployed  members  quarter  by  quarter  has  at  least 
doubled.  This  is  shown  in  the  particulars  published  in  the  “Labour  Gazette.” 
Some  of  you  who  read  the  London  Press,  especially  the  “Daily  Chronicle,”  may 
have  seen  some  startling  revelations  as  to  the  working  of  the  bakehouses.  Not 
so  long  ago  an  operative  baker  fell  down  in  the  bakehouse  and  expired,  and  it  was 
given  in  evidence  at  the  inquest  by  his  fellow  workers  that  this  man  had  been 
continuously  working  something  like  19  hours  per  day.  This  case  does  not  stand 
alone,  but  it  would  not  be  fair  for  me  to  try  to  persuade  Congress  that  the  men 
generally  work  anything  like  that  number  of  hours.  It  has  been  admitted  by  the 
employers,  however — and  by  the  editor  of  the  “ Bakers’  Record  ” — that  it  is  a fair 
statement  to  say  that  the  operative  bakers  in  London  are  working  on  the  average 
80  hours  per  week ; and  they  work  all  sorts  of  hours  in  the  night,  with  the  result 
that  the  difficulty  of  organising  them  is  very  great  indeed. 

The  President  : All  in  favour  of  the  eight-hour  bread  say  “ Aye.”  (Laughter). 
The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

WAGES  IN  THE  TAILORING  TRADES. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Jansen  (Clothiers’  Operatives)  moved:  — 

That  this  Congress  enter  an  emphatic  protest  against  the  low  minimum  of 
3jd.  per  hour,  for  women  and  6d.  per  hour  for  men,  and  the  introduction  of  the 
pernicious  principle  of  perpentages  in  opposition  to  the  vote  of  the  workers’ 
side  of  that  board,  and  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  approach  the 
Board  of  Trade  with  the  object  of  obtaining  the  abolition  of  such  percentages, 
which,  if  allowed  to  exist,  will  prevent  genuine  cases  of  sweating  being  taken 
into  court  by  the  inspectors,  and  will  tend  to  a general  exploitation  of  this 
class  of  workers. 
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He  said : I hope  we  shall  have  the  full  sympathy  of  the  Congress  in  our  endeavours 
to  bring  about  a better  state  of  things  in  the  tailoring  trades.  The  Trades  Board 
Act,  passed  in  1909,  came  into  operation  in  1910,  and  after  two  years  eight  months 
and  19  days  from  its  passing  it  has  just  fixed  the  rate  of  3Jjd.  per  hour  for  women 
clothing  workers.  I would  like  the  delegates  to  understand  that  before  these 
workers  are  entitled  to  a minimum  rate  of  3^d.  per  hour  it  is  necessary  for  them 
to  serve  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years,  and  they  only  secure  this  wage  wh^i  they 
arrive  at  the  age  of  18  years.  Now,  3gd.  per  hour  is  not  a sufficient  wage  for  a 
woman  of  18  years  and  upwards  to  live  upon  decently.  Moreover,  the  clothing 
industry  is  a seasonal  one.  The  working  basis  of  the  Trades  Board  Act  is, a week 
of  50  hours,  but  from  reliable  statistics  it  has  been  shown  that  the  average  hours 
of  the  workers  in  the  clothing  trade  in  any  one  year  will  work  out  at  between  40 
and  42.  If  the  worker  works  a full  week  she  gets  13s.  6d.,  but  week  in  and  week 
out  she  can  only  earn  something  like  11s.  6d.  Now,  the  Trades  Board  was  fixed 
to  prevent  sweating,  but  this  rate  which  has  been  fixed  for  women  workers  is  what 
you  might  call  a legal  sweating  rate.  The  minimum  rate  in  Australia  for  this 
kind  -of  work  is  about  21s.  6d.,  and  for  the  life  of  me  I cannot  understand  how 
it  is  that  in  this  country  a woman,  after  putting  in  four  years’  training  and 
becoming  a skilled  artisan,  should  only  be  entitled  to  such  a low  rate  as  3gd. 
per  hour.  We  fought  for  a much  higher  rate,  so  that  the  women  could  live  a 
decent  and  full  life,  but  the  employers  on  the  board  were  against  us,  and  the  rate 
we  asked  for  got  defeated.  We  had  arrived  at  a rate  of  3gd.  for  women  workers, 
and  when  that  had  been  put  up  in  the  factories  for  three  months  we  thought  we 
should  secure  it.  But,  after  all,  when  the  vote  was  taken,  it  was  reduced  to  3gd. 
They  thought  the  woman  worker  would  be  getting  too  much  if  she  received  3§d. 
per  hour ! You  will  see  that  the  men  workers  are  to  get  6d.  per  hour.  Well,  that 
is  too  little ; it  is  impossible  for  the  men  to  discharge  their  domestic  responsibilities 
on  such  a rate.  A lad  comes  into  the  tailoring  trade  and  has  to  put  in  eight  years' 
apprenticeship,  and  then  he  can  only  get  6d.  per  hour,  which  brings  his  earnings 
to  a very  low  level  in  the  slack  periods.  One  must  feel  in  the  light  of  these  facts 
that  the  Trade  Boards,  instead  of  being  a blessing,  are  really  a handicap  to  the 
workers,  for  when  a rate  like  this  is  fixed  the  employers  say,  “ Well,  I will  pay 
the  rate  and  you  must  not  complain,  because  it  has  been  settled  as  a fair  basis 
for  payment.”  Your  elementary  schools  are  very  fine  in  Newport,  but  as  I was 
looking  at  them  just  lately  I could  not  help  asking  myself  what  it  was  for.  You 
pass  the  children  through  these  schools  and  then  place  them  in  factories  to  receive 
this  pitiable  rate  of  pay ! When  the  Mayor  was  on  this  platform  at  the  opening 
of  Congress  his  description  of  the  work  being  done  in  Newport  in  the  erection 
of  convalescent  homes  and  sanatoria  was  received  with  signs  of  gratitude  by  the 
delegates,  but  I object  to  spending  large  sums  on  convalescent  homes  while  the 
employers  are  driving  our  people  into  them.  We  should  begin  at  the  right  end, 
and  see  that  the  workers  are  placed  in  the  position  of  living  a decent  life.  The 
latter  part  of  this  resolution  deals  with  the  percentage  question.  This  is  to  put 
a stop  to  a practice  which  allows  the  employer  to  get  out  of  his  liabilities  after 
the  rate  has  been  fixed  by  the  board.  Under  the  existing  regulations  an  explanation 
is  given  to  the  inspector  if  the  man  does  not  take  the  full  minimum,  and  this 
leads  to  the  intentions  of  the  Act  being  defeated.  After  these  few  explanatory 
remarks  I hope  Congress  will  give  us  their  full  support  in  getting  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  to  take  action  on  our  behalf. 

Mr.  M.  Sclare  (Jewish  Tailors’  Machinists) : In  seconding  the  resolution, 
I only  want  to  say  that  this  low  rate  of  3gd.  per  hour  is  defended  by  the  employers 
by  the  suggestion  that  it  affords  the  girls  a splendid  opportunity  for  coming  into 
the  factories  to  earn  a little  pocket  money,  but  we  are  proud  of  the  fact  that  the 
employes  are  unanimous  in  opposing  this  3£d.  rate.  We  want  Congress  to  be 
unanimous  also  in  condemning  it.  As  a matter  of  fact,  there  was  a choice  of  a 
lower  minimum  rate  or  this  20  per  cent.,  and  the  20  per  cent,  was  fixed  upon  us 
by  the  central  board. 

Mr.  A.  Conley  (Clothiers’  Operatives) : I would  like  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  an  important  point  in  connection  with  this  resolu- 
tion. The  whole  grievance  in  regard  to  percentages  has  arisen  through  the 
interpretation  of  the  words  “ordinary  worker”  in  the  Trade  Boards  Act.  The 
employers  asked  for  a definition  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  but  they  declined  to 
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take  the  responsibility,  and  1 think  the  Parliamentary  Committee  might  try  to 
get  the  matter  raised  in  the  House  of  Commons,  or  endeavour  to  get  it  altered 
in  some  way  or  other,  so  that  the  trades  alreadj-  dealt  with  under  the  Act  and  others 
in  the  future  will  not  have  to  face  the  same  difficulty  in  regard  to  quibbling. 
The  clothing  trade  is  in  the  position  that  the  employer  is  allowed  to  have  one 
girl  out  of  every  five  working  at-  less  than  3id.,  and  the  floating  80  per  cent, 
are  out  and  in,  so  that  no  minimum  rate  of  wage  is  being  paid  in  the  clothing 
industry.  As  a matter  of  fact,  it  is  an  absolute  farce,  and  this  position  has  arisen 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  an  interpretation  of  the  Act  on  the  point  I 
have  mentioned.  I hope  this  will  be  put  right  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

MESSAGE  OF  THANKS  FROM  FRENCH  MINERS. 

The  President  announced  that  a telegram  (signed  by  MM.  Bartuel  and 
Georget  on  behalf  of  the  Federation  Nationale  des  Mineurs  Francais)  had  been 
received  from  the  seat  of  the  colliery  disaster  in  the  Clarens  Mine  in  the  North  of 
France  in  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  vote  of  sympathy  passed  by  Congress  at 
the  instance  of  the  miners’  delegates. 

LOW  WAGES  IN  THE  ROYAL  DOCKYARDS. 

Mr.  A.  Short  (Boilermakers)  moved  : — 

That  this  Congress  condemns  the  system  obtaining  in  the  royal  dockyards 
and  other  Government  factories  of  classing  men  as  “ skilled  labourers  ” at  a 
comparatively  low  rate  of  wages  who  at  present  are  doing  work  similar  to 
skilled  craftsmen  in  private  yards,  and  calls  upon  the  Government  to  class  and 
pay  these  men  not  lower  than  men  employed  on  the  same  work  by  contractors. 
That  in  future  the  Government  be  requested  to  institute  a system  of  apprentice- 
ship for  all  trades,  including  drilling,  rivetting,  caulking,  etc. 

He  said : We  find  in  many  of  the  Government  dockyards  and  factories  that  they 
have  a system  of  classing  a certain  number  of  skilled  workers  as  “ labourers  ” 
and  paying  them  low  wages,  ranging  from  22s.  to  25s.  per  week,  when  in  the 
private  dockyards  the  wages  for  the  same  work  is  from  36s.  to  over  £2  per  week 
under  the  Fair  Wages  Clause.  We  think  we  shall  be  more  successful  in  the  future 
in  our  efforts  to  remove  this  grievance  if  we  have  the  hearty  support  of  Congress  to 
this  resolution. 

. Mr.  J.  Jenkins  (Shipwrights)  : In  seconding  this  resolution,  it  is  worth 
reminding  the  delegates  that  it  has  been  submitted  to  Congress  for  the  last  20 
years.  I am  certain  it  will  be  passed  unanimously.  There  is  only  one  portion 
of  this  proposition  that  differs  from  former  resolutions  on  the  same  subject,  that 
is  the  latter  part,  which  says  that  in  future  the  Government  shall  be  asked  to 
institute  a system  of  apprenticeship  for  all  trades.  The  Parliamentary  Committee 
interviewed  the  Admiralty  last  year  on  this  subject,  and  I trust  that  the  obstacles 
that  were  then  put  in  our  way  by  the  Admiralty  will  be  removed  by  Congress 
asking  for  the  institution  of  this  apprenticeship  system. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

VOLUNTARY  AGREEMENTS  TO  BE  LEGALLY  ENFORCEABLE. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Roberts  (Typographical  Association)  moved : — 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  rates  of  wages,  the  regulation  of 
hours,  and  other  conditions  embodied  in  agreements  entered  into  between 
Trade  Unions  as  representing  the  workers  and  the  representatives  of  employers 
in  a given  industry  should  be  legally  enforceable  on  all  persons  employing 
labour  in  that  industry ; and  the  Parliamentary  Committee  is  hereby  instructed 
to  take  action  accordingly. 

He  said : It  is  often  charged  against  the  Congress  that  the  same  resolutions 
appear  year  after  year,  but  I am  in  the  fortunate  position  of  being  able  to  submit 
a principle  contained  in  a resolution  appearing  for  the  first  time.  The  object  of 
the  resolution  is  to  ask  Parliament  to  enact  that  when  the  Trade  Unions  on  the 
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one  hand  and  the  employers  on  the  other  have  entered  into  an  agreement  respecting 
wages,  hours,  and  general  conditions  that  that  agreement  shall  be  applicable 
to  the  whole  of  the  trade  concerned.  It  is  undoubtedly  the  experience  of  most 
Trade  Unions  that  often,  after  they  have  been  able  to  fix  up  such  agreements, 
their  efforts  are  very  largely  rendered  abortive  because  some  employers  repudiate 
the  agreement  which  has  been  entered  into  with  representative  employers.  In 
fact,  I believe  it  is  perfectly  well  understood  that  the  terrific  struggle  I which 
recently  took  place  in  the  Port  of  London  was  directly  attributable  to  such 
circumstances.  There  the  Trade  Unions  had  succeeded  in  entering  into  com- 
paratively satisfactory  agreements  with  the  various  classes  of  employers,  but, 
after  an  agreement  had  been  ratified,  one  firm  of  employers,  whose  representatives 
had  actually  signed  the  agreement,  withdrew  and  repudiated  the  agreement  which 
they  had  helped  to  fix  up.  Now,  we  say  that  if  we  have  been  able,  by  the  strength 
of  our  organisations  and  the  force  of  our  arguments,  to  induce  employers  to  enter 
into  agreements  it  should  not  be  competent  for  any  employer  to  evade  such  an 
agreement.  It  will  be  observed  that  in  our  proposal  we  have  carefully  avoided 
the  evils  of  compulsory  arbitration,  because  the  essential  principle  of  this  resolu- 
tion is  that  these  agreements  shall  have  been  voluntarily  entered  into  through  the 
medium  of  ordinary  Trade  Union  methods.  I am  as  strenuously  opposed  to 
compulsory  arbitration  as  Congress  is,  and  I am  always  fearful  that  there  will  be 
some  compulsion  other  than  arbitration  did  we  submit  to  such  legislation  as 
has  been  foreshadowed,  for  in  the  last  resort  the  success  of  the  workers  is  bound 
to  be  determined  by  the  strength  of  their  associations  and  their  ability  to  restrain 
trade.  If  I were  asked  to  sum  up  in  a phrase  the  purport  of  this  resolution, 
I should  say  that  we  desire  that  no  man  shall  accept  less  than  the  Trade  Unions 
have  been  able  to  establish  in  the  form  of  agreements  as  fair  and  proper,  and  that 
no  employer  should  be  allowed  to  pay  less  than  the  rates  contained  in  those 
agreements.  It  has  been  pointed  out  to  me  that  if  we  asked  Parliament  to  enforce 
this  principle  it  is  bound  to  have  some  effect  upon  our  side.  I have  been  told 
that  agreements  must  be  recognised  by  Trade  Unions  as  well  as  by  employers. 
Well,  I am  one  of  those  who  emphatically  say  that  if  Trade  Unions  enter  into 
agreements  with  employers  we  are  bound  to  respect  such  agreements,  otherwise  a 
moral  disaster  will  overtake  our  movement.  We  should  always  lay  great  stress 
upon  the  moral  aspect  of  our  movement,  and  the  employers  and  the  community 
generally  ought  to  be  able  to  rely  upon  Trade  Unionists  redeeming  their  pledged 
word.  Now  I want,  in  a concluding  sentence  or  two — because  I quite  appreciate 
your  desire  to  facilitate  business — to  show  what  is  our  object.  First  of  all,  the 
Trade  Union  principle  is  safeguarded.  Everyone  must  see  that  Trade  Union 
strength  and  influence  is  the  first  requisite  towards  the  establishment  of  these 
agreements.  The  agreements  are  voluntarily  entered  into  in  the  same  fashion  as 
agreements  in  Trade  Union  work.  Having  been  established,  these  agreements  will 
be  deposited  at  the  Board  of  Trade  or  other  Government  Department,  and  then 
they  will  become  operative,  and  we  would  have  the  assurance  that  no  employer 
would  be  able  to  repudiate  an  agreement  which  had  been  entered  into  by  the 
representative  employers’  organisation.  In  the  printing  trade  we  have  often  large 
employers,  through  the  employers’  organisation,  who  will  take  a hand  in  fighting 
our  unions  and  subsequently  deliberate  over  the  terms  of  these  agreements,  and 
then  they  will  repudiate  membership  of  the  Masters’  Association,  refuse  to 
recognise  the  agreement,  and  thus  •inflict  injustice  upon  the  conforming  employers 
as  well  as  the  men’s  unions  who  were  parties  to  the  dispute.  The  Labour  Party, 
through  its  Chairman,  introduced  a Bill  incorporating  the  same  principle  during 
the  recent  dock  strike,  because  we  thought  that  this  was  the  way  to  ensure 
permanent  peace.  It  is  with  great  confidence,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I respectfully 
submit  this  resolution  to  the  favourable  consideration  of  Congress. 

Mr.  H.  Skinner  (Typographical  Association) : I second  this  resolution,  and 

would  express  my  conviction  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  anticipate  any  arguments 
which  might  be  used  against  it.  There  may  be  some  objection  in  detail,  but  the 
only  argument  against  the  principle  is  that  mentioned  by  Mr.  Roberts,  that  the 
freedom  of  the  organisations  would  be  handicapped  by  the  passing  of  a resolution 
of  this  kind.  Well,  if  that  is  the  case,  it  is  a point  which  need  not  be  seriously 
laboured.  I think  that  the  advantages  accruing  to  the  organisations  under  the 
resolution  would  be  greater  than  any  disadvantages  which  can  be  conceived  at 
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the  present  moment.  As  a matter  of  fact,  it  is  not  usual  for  societies  to  break  agree- 
ments. There  may  be  a few  instances  of  the  kind,  and  some  may  be  broken  by 
•individual  members.  Our  view  of  the.  matter  is  that  whore  agreements  are  broken 
by  individual  members,  the  unions  should  not  be  made  responsible.  Nor  would  you 
make  the  employers’  organisation  responsible  for  the  bad  faith  of  a single  employer. 
We  believe  that  if  we  had  some  power  like  this,  the  agreements  would  be  more 
likely  to  be  loyally  carried  out.  For,  after  all,  we  do  not  bring  this  forward  with  the 
object  of  penalising  anyone.  We  say  that  in  the  interests  alike  of  the  workers  and 
the  fair  employers,  some  method  should  be  adopted  to  make  it  absolutely  compulsory 
for  all  employers  in  any  given  industry  to  observe  agreements  that  have  been 
acknowledged  by  representative  employers.  This  principle  may  not  perhaps  apply 
in  the  same  degree  to  all  industries  as  it  applies  to  ours ; but  I know  it  can  apply  to 
many  other  industries  like  ours  throughout  the  kingdom.  There  may  be  some 
•difficulty  in  regard  to  the  cotton  trade,  but  even  in  that  case  it  could  doubtless  be 
adjusted.  I believe  that  in  the  cotton  trade,  the  operatives  have  had  difficulties 
with  employers  who  have  failed  to  conform  to  special  agreements  and  lists ; and  a 
law  of  this  character  would  be  available  to  meet  that  difficulty.  We  have  heard  our 
friend  this  morning  speaking  about  agreements  between  the  bakers  and  their 
employers,  and  the  difficulty  they  experience  in  getting  them  respected.  Even 
in  the  case  of  the  bakers,  or  those  who  advocate  a legal  48-hour  week,  the  securing 
of  their  demands  would  not  do  away  with  all  the  grievances  of  the  unions.  There 
are,  and  always  will  be,  difficulties  other  than  those  associated  with  the  hours 
•of  labour.  Mr.  Roberts  has  stated  that  an  agreement,  or  the  honouring  of  an 
agreement,  depends  in  the  last  extremity  upon  the  fighting  power  behind  the 
associations ; but  if  a comparatively  weak  union  can  enter  into  an  agreement,  it 
will  become  stronger,  because  it  will  be  able  to  show  the  non-unionists  that  they  are 
able  to  do  good  work.  We  believe  the  time  is  ripe  for  this  reform ; and  although 
the  resolution  is  new  in  principle,  I hope  it  will  be  favourably  received. 

Mr.  F.  Bramley  (Furnishing  Trades) : I oppose  the  motion.  I think  the  terms 
■of  the  resolution  contain  the  right  principle,  but  there  are  certain  things  in  it 
which  we  ought  to  be  very  careful  about.  The  resolution  says  that  agreements 
should  be  legally  enforceable  upon  the  employers.  We  agree  to  that;  but,  at  the 
same  time  it  will  be  quite  impossible  for  us  to  get  legal  protection  of  that  kind  for 
a long  time  to  come  unless  we  run  a very  serious  risk  of  being  tied  up  by  legal  obliga- 
tions upon  our  side.  Though  it  is  quite  possible  for  us  to  observe  the  full  terms  of  an 
agreement,  and  though  there  may  be  little  possibility  and  no  temptation  to  violate 
it,  the  employers  could  observe  the  words  or  wording  of  a legal  agree- 
ment and  abide  by  the  actual  terms  of  the  document,  and  yet  violate  the 
agreement  so  far  as  the  spirit  is  concerned.  He  may  be  able  to  prove  very  easily, 
from  the  legal  point  of  view,  that  he  is  fulfilling  the  full  terms  of  the  agreement; 
but  by  changing  the  conditions  of  the  workshop  and  the  internal  management,  he 
may  violate  the  agreement  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  So  that  the  employer  gets  the 
fullest  advantage  of  a proposal  like  this.  One  of  the  greatest  disadvantages  we 
suffer  from  is  that  there  comes  a time,  on  account  of  the  changing  conditions  of  indus- 
try, when  another  section  of  the  workers  are  in  serious  trouble  with  the  employers, 
and  we  are  compelled  by  existing  agreements  to  violate  the  fundamental  principles 
of  Trade  Unionism ; and  we  could,  morally  at  any  rate,  justify  our  position  in 
breaking  agreements  under  such  circumstances  if  their  observance  compelled  us  to 
assist  the  employers  in  another  industry  to  beat  the  workers  into  a state  of  sub- 
mission. We  should  honourably  observe  agreements,  granted;  but  when  the  object  of 
the  employers  is  to  compel  us  to  act  against  other  workers  through  those  agree- 
ments, there  is  something  to  think  about.  I think  this  resolution  should  be  referred 
back.  Then,  again,  we  have  got  to  consider  the  danger  that  as  soon  as  we  have 
our  agreements  with  the  employers  placed  upon  a legal  basis,  the  question  of 
damages  for  breach  will  arise.  That  will  concern  the  employers’  part  of  the 
question.  I maintain  that  we  should  not  place  ourselves  in  the  position  of  having 
our  funds  subject  to  the  payment  of  damages.  As  a matter  of  fact,  the  resolution, 
as  it  appears  upon  the  paper,  bristles  with  so  many  difficulties  and  dangers  that 
I hope  we  shall  not  take  the  premature  step  of  passing  it. 

The  President  : It  is  too  late  now  to  talk  about  referring  this  question  back. 
If  you  had  got  up  before  Mr.  Roberts  was  called  upon,  I could  have  accepted  your 
motion. 
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A show  of  hands  resulted  as  follows : — 

For  the  resolution 
Against  

Majority  against  29 

A card  vote  was  subsequently  demanded,  and  resulted  as  follows : — 

For  the  resolution  484,000 

Against  1,192,000 


Majority  against  708,000 

NOMINATION  FOR  CANADIAN  CONGRESS  DELEGATION. MR.  WINSTONe’s  WITHDRAWAL. 

The  President  : I have  been  requested  to  announce  that  Mr.  Winstone,  of  the 
Miners’  Federation,  has  withdrawn  his  nomination  for  the  Canadian  Congress 
Delegation. 

MINIMUM  WAGE  FOR  CHORISTERS. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Williams  (Musicians’  Union)  moved:  — 

That  this  Congress  pledges  itself  to  assist  the  Musicians’  Union  to  obtain 
recognition  of  a minimum  rate  for  choristers,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the 
sweating  and  degrading  conditions  that  exist  in  the  theatrical  profession,  and 
thus  assist  the  bonlKnde  vocalist  to  obtain  an  honest  livelihood  under  normal 
conditions  and  at  a living  wage. 

He  said : This  resolution  of  ours  deals  with  a body  of  people  whose  outside  life  is 
fairly  well  known  through  the  Press,  but  whose  inside  life  is  practically  a closed 
book  to  the  general  public.  Those  of  you  who  visit  places  of  amusement  and  see 
the  life  of  gaiety  depicted  upon  the  stage  little  know  the  bitter  struggle,  wasted 
lives,  and  broken  hearts  that  are  often  hid  behind  the  smile;  and  I want  to  show 
you,  by  the  aid  of  actual  agreements  that  have  been  entered  into,  some  of  the 
conditions  under  which  the  people  on  the  stage  have  to  earn  their  living.  This  is 
from  a contract  issued  last  year : — 

The  said  manager  engages  the  said  artiste  to  sing  and  act  in  the  play 
called  (I  will  not  give  you  the  name  of  the  piece)  or  such  other  principal  part 
in  the  cast  of  this  and  of  any  other  play  whatever,  under  the  management  of 
the  manager,  and  to  under-study  and  play  in  curtain-raiser,  if  required. 

And  the  artiste  so  agrees  to  act,  sing,  dance,  perform,  under-study,  or 
otherwise,  to  the  best  of  his  or  her  skill  and  ability  as  directed  by  the  manager 
or  his  representative  for  the  time  being.  In  consideration  of  which  the  manager 
agrees  to  pay  the  artiste  a weekly  salary  of  30s. 

And  out  of  that  30s.,  there  will  be  a deduction  of  10  per  cent,  weekly  for  the 
agent ! These  are  some  of  the  duties : >-*- 

The  artiste  shall  pay  strict  regard  to  the  “ make-up  ” and  proper  dressing 
of  each  and  every  part  assigned  to  him  or  her,  and  shall  furnish,  if  required,  all 
modern  costumes,  also  all  wigs,  ties,  hose,  artificial  flowers,  feathers,  gloves, 
parasols,  fans,  boots,  shoes,  and  underwear. 

All  for  30s.  per  week,  gentlemen ! Now,  I want  you  to  understand  that  when  we 
have  been  discussing  at  this  Congress  a minimum  wage  of  30s.  per  week,  we 
naturally  expect  that  it  is  to  appply  to  those  who  are  regularly  employed  or  are  in 
fairly  regular  employment.  But  in  connection  with  this  theatrical  business,  so  far 
as  the  majority  of  the  engagements  are  concerned,  for  six  months  in  the  year  the 
people  are  “resting.”  We, use  that  word  because  it  is  more  polite  than  saying 
they  are  “ out  of  work  ” ! (Laughter.)  These  terms  are  bad  enough  for  men,  but 
consider  what  they  are  for  girls.  They  are  travelling  about  the  country,  and  they 
have  to  pay  for  dress  and  apartments,  and  are  subject  to  many  more  expenses  than 
we  who  work  apart  from  the  stage.  Now,  here  is  another  case.  The  manager  of 
this  show — a pantomime — is  also  an  agent,  and  he  procures  these  people  for  himself, 
and  charges  them  10  per  cent,  as  the  agent.  In  other  words,  every  tenth  week  he 
gets  an  entire  week’s  salary  from  every  member  of  his  company!  Then  we  have 
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what  is  known  as  the  “ option  clause,”  which  gives  tho  manager  the  option  to 
engage  or  re-engage  these  people  year  after  year ; and  this  is  one  of  the  contracts  : — 

In  consideration  of  the  management  making  this  agreement  with  tho 
artiste,  it  is  hereby  agreed  that  the  artiste  shall  give  the  management  tho 
option  of  re-engaging  his  services  for  the  pantomime  season  in  tho  years  of 
1912-13,  at  a salary  of  £1  10s. ; in  1913-14,  at  a salary  of  £1  10s. ; in  1914-15, 
at  a salary  of  £1  10s. ; said  option  for  the  succeeding  year  can  be  exercised 
by  the  management  at  any  time  during  the  previous  engagement  for  which  it 
is  exercised. 

So  that  you  will  see  that  if  the  girl  shows  any  exceptional  ability  she  cannot 
secure  a better  engagement;  she  is  bound1  down  by  her  original  contract.  Then  we 
get  the  West  End  production.  We  get  the  “ Women  of  France  ” being  played 
by  the  women  of  England,  at  16s.  per  week,  playing  eight  performances,  including 
two  matinees.  Now,  it  is  often  said — too  often  said — that  the  theatrical  profession 
is  immoral ; but  I venture  to  say  that  if  there  is  any  immorality  at  all,  it  s in 
the  payment  of  wages  like  these.  (Cheers.)  I go  further,  and  say  that  the  payment 
of  wages  of  this  character  is  a direct  incentive  to  immorality.  (Cheers.)  These  girls 
cannot  live  on  16s.  per  week  in  London.  In  the  West  End  they  must  live  out,  and 
from  this  16s.  they  will  have  to  pay  for  board  and  lodgings  and  travelling  expenses, 
not  merely  to  maintain  themselves.  Then  we  have  the  “ Miracle,”  the  religious 
play,  the  play  which  was  boomed  by  the  “ Daily  Mail.”  Everyone  was  advised  that 
they  must  go  and  see  it.  The  money  they  paid  was  30s.  for  twelve  performances  per 
week,  afternoon  and  evening,  or  at  the  rate  of  2s.  6d.  per  performance.  But  for  many 
of  the  girls  and  men,  there  was  a deduction  of  10  per  cent,  for  agent’s  commission; 
so  they  actually  received  3s.  less  than  their  contract.  Over  and  above  this,  these 
people  were  engaged  for  rehearsals,  from  two  to  six  weeks’  rehearsal,  for  which 
they  were  paid  nothing.  They  did  six  weeks’  rehearsals  of  the  “ Miracle  ” for 
nothing,  and  some  of  them  were  dismissed  at  the  end  of  the  seventh  week,  which 
means  that  they  did  seven  weeks  for  30s.  Moreover,  if  they  missed  one  rehearsal, 
they  were  liable  under  the  agreement  to  a fine  amounting  in  value  to  a week’s  salary. 
I do  not  know  whether  it  would  be  the  salary  during  rehearsal  time,  or  whether  they 
were  going  to  mortgage  their  future  salary  for  missing  one  of  the  rehearsals ! 
(Laughter.)  Then  I want  to  tell  you  how  some  of  the  engagements  are  made. 
Here  is  one  of  the  contracts,  with  21  clauses,  covering  a double-page  of  foolscap. 
This  girl  tells  me  that  she  secured  the  contract,  and  the  money  was  so  low  that  she 
went  back  and  made  love  to  the  secretary  of  the  company  to  get  another  5s.  per  week 
on  the  salary.  (“  Shame.”)  Another  artiste,  a married  woman,  told  me  that  when 
she  went  for  a particular  engagement  she  said.  “ The  money  is  very  low  ” ; and  the 
manager  replied,  ‘‘But  look  at  the  Johnnies  you  will  meet!”  (“Shame.”)  I ask  Con- 
gress to  look  at  the  degradation  to  which  women  are  submitted  by  remarks  like 
that.  (Hear,  hear.)  These  girls,  in  the  main,  are  daughters  of  the  people.  The 
glamour  of  the  stage  appeals  to  them,  and  they  are  persuaded  by  the  manager 
that  they  will  become  star  ladies  and  make  a fine  name  and  reputation.  I say,  in 
all  sincerity,  that  while  charges  of  immorality  may  be  made  here  and  there,  they 
are  just  as  moral  in  our  profession  as  in  any  other.  (Hear,  hear.)  But  the 
temptations  and  pitfalls  are  greater,  and  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  the  girls  to 
retain  their  self-respect  and  be  moral  so  long  as  we  have  these  harpies  taking  the 
money  and  robbing  the  girls  in  this  way.  (Hear,  hear.)  I ask  Congress  to  pass  this 
resolution,  because  I think  we  can  purge  the  business  of  these  robbers,  of  these 
men  who  are  living  on  the  girls.  People  like  that  should  be  swept  out  of  the 
business  altogether.  (Hear,  hear.)  You  should  refuse  to  patronise  places  of  amuse- 
ment where  these  sweating  conditions  are  in  operation ; and  if  you  do  that,  you  will 
help  us  considerably  in  our  efforts  to  stop  this  evil.  (Loud  cheers.) 

Mr.  Robotham  (Swansea)  formally  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  carried 
unanimously. 

The  President  : I hope  the  Press  will  take  notice  of  Mr.  Williams’s  speech. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

NATIONAL  INSURANCE. MEMORANDUM  NO.  119. 

The  President  : We  will  now  suspend  Standing  Orders  in  order  to  discuss 
Memorandum  No.  119  issued  by  the  Insurance  Commissioners. 
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Mr.  J.  A.  Seddon  (Parliamentary  Committee)  moved  the  following  resolution  : — 

That  this  Congress,  in  view  of  Memorandum  No.  119,  issued  by  the  Insur- 
ance Commissioners  this  morning,  dealing  with  the  reserve  and  transfer  values, 
expresses  its  deepest  concern  for  the  statements  contained  therein,  and  suggests- 
an  early  meeting  of  all  Trade  Union  approved  societies  to  deal  with  the  whole 
question. 

He  said : I am  sorry  to  have  to  refer  to  this  question,  but  I think  every  delegate 
will  give  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee  the  right  to  present  to  this  Congress 
any  fresh  matter  dealing  with  the  Insurance  Act.  (Hear,  hear.)  Yesterday 
morning  the  Insurance  Commissioners  issued  Memorandum  No.  119  dealing  with 
the  reserve  and  transfer  values  of  insured  members.  Now,  during  the  last  few 
weeks  almost  every  approved  society  has  had  the  idea — where  it  has  come  from 
we  are  unable  to  ascertain,  but  so  widespread  is  the  idea  that  there  must  be 
some  foundation  for  it — that  the  15th  of  October  next  is  the  deciding  day  for 
a man  to  select  his  approved  society.  Most  of  the  societies  have  during  the  last 
few  weeks  been  stimulating  their  members  to  secure  their  cards,  so  that  as  large 
a number  as  possible  should  be  associated  with  a Trade  Union  so  far  as  the 
insurance  scheme  is  concerned.  Now  we  are  told  that  the  Act  gives  a different 
construction.  The  Commissioners  certainly  have  great  powers,  but  where  the  Act 
is  definite  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners  end,  and  yet  in  this  circular  we  are 
now  informed  that,  as  the  Act  stands,  the  society  that  has  got  the  nomination 
form  not  only  claims  the  first  quarter’s  management  allowance  and  the  Is.  for 
preliminary  expenses — that  is,  Is.  lid. — but,  unless  this  suggestion  that  has  been 
made  by  the  Commissioners  is  accepted,  the  society  that  has  got  the  nomination 
form  will  not  only  claim  the  Is.  for  preliminary  expenses  and  the  lid.  for  the 
first  quarter’s  management,  but  the  reserve  value  of  the  members  as  well.  We 
all  know  that  these  reserve  values  differ.  The  man  who  is  young  is  worth  little 
as  to  reserve  value,  but  the  man  who  gets  between  35  and  49  is  worth  from  £5 
to  £10  so  far  as  reserve  value  is  concerned.  According  to  the  Commissioners' 
rendering  of  the  Act,  even  if  the  Trade  Unionist  gets  a card  and  sends  it  in  to  the 
Trade  Union  as  his  approved  society,  the  law  says,  “You  can  take  the  responsi- 
bility and  the  liability,  but  the  first  society  shall  take  the  reserve  value  and 
the  amount  for  management  as  well.”  That  means  bankruptcy  to  commence  with, 
and  we  are  told  that  this  circular  is  the  only  way.  I venture  to  say  there  is  an 
alternative.  It  is  a serious  suggestion  to  make,  and  one  which  calls  for  your 
profound  attention,  but  if  we  are  faced  with  bankruptcy  at  the  start  the  alternative 
is  that  the  Trade  Union  movement  should  drop  the  thing  as  something  unclean. 
(Cheers.)  I think  from  what  I have  stated  you  will  see  the  seriousness  of  the 
present  situation  under  the  Insurance  Act.  We  have  little  time  at  our  disposal 
owing  to  the  lengthy  Agenda  still  to  be  gone  through.  It  would  be  unfair  to 
the  subject,  and  unfair  to  the  other  societies  that  have  sent  in  resolutions  up 
to  nowj  not  discussed,  to  make  a long  job  of  this  particular  point,  but  I believe 
the  suggestion  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  will  be  accepted  by  this  Congress. 
The  Parliamentary  Committee  has  no  power  except  to  carry  out  your  orders. 
The  approved  societies  must  decide  whether  the  urgency  of  the  question  demands 
a special  conference,  and  I am  justified  in  saying,  on  behalf  of  the  Parliamentary 
Committee,  that  if  you  accept  this  resolution  we  shall  at  once  put  the  machinery 
of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  into  motion  to  bring  about  the  special  conference 
for  the  discussion  of  this  matter,  and  if  the  trouble  continues  we  shall  ask  the 
Labour  Party  to  have  a debate  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Failing  that,  we  shall, 
as  approved  societies,  say  that  we  are  not  going  into  this  scheme  with  our  eyes 
open  knowing  it  means  bankruptcy,  but  will  wait  until  the  law  is  altered.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  Doonan  (Miners’  Federation)  seconded  the  resolution.  He  said  : This 
memorandum  issued  by  the  Commissioners  is  headed,  “ The  Solution  to  the 
Uncertainty  as  to  which  of  the  two  Societies  is  to  be  credited  as  the  Society  to 
which  a Man  Belongs,”  and  they  have  embodied  their  suggestions  in  this  circular 
with  a view  of  getting  rid  of  the  difficulty  of  transferring  a member  from  one 
society  to  another.  Now,  it  is  the  machinery  which  has  been  set  up  in  this  matter 
to  which  we  take  the,  strongest  possible  exception.  The  miners  in  Scotland  have 
formed  an  approved  society,  and,  in  the  course  of  their  inquiry  into  the  ramifications 
of  the  scheme,  they  interviewed  the  Commissioners  in  Scotland,  and  we  were 
told  that  we  could  go  on  building  up  our  society,  and  that  we  had  ample  time 


TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS. 


245 


up  to  the  15th  October,  when  every  man  would  decide  finally  as  to  which  society 
he  would  belong  to.  Well  now,  here  comes  this  proposal,  which  says  that  if  a 
person  makes  application  to  become  a member  of  a certain  society,  and  the 
application  form  is  duly  filled  up,  then  that  society — we  will  call  it  Society  A — 
can  claim  the  member.  Then  suppose  a member  at  a later  stage  is  cajoled  or 
induced  to  join  Society  B.  Society  B,  under  this  new  memorandum,  proposes  to 
this  man  that  he  shall  sign  a notice  of  withdrawal  from  Society  A.  This  notice 
of  withdrawal  is  sent  to  the  secretary  of  Society  A,  and  at  the  end  of  the  quarter 
Society  B sends  in  a batch  of  these  application  or  withdrawal  notices.  The 
Commissioners  can  then  arrange  with  Society  A that  the  transfer  value  is  to  be 
credited  to  the  new  Society  B,  and  that  Society  A is  to  be  credited  with  the 
reserve  value.  Now,  those  of  us  who  are  members  of  friendly  societies,  and  who 
understand  the  meaning  of  reserve  and  transfer  values,  thought  that  if  this 
proposal  were  carried  out  it  would  be  a very  serious  matter  for  the  societies  to 
whom  the  member  is  transferred.  Because,  instead  of  getting  his  full  value,  you 
will  only  get  one-half  of  his  value,  and  that  will  mean  a serious  loss  when  that 
member  is  an  elderly  person.  Now,  we  must  have  time  to  examine  this  memorandum 
before  we  make  up  our  minds  in  respect  to  it,  and  that  is  why  I second  the 
resolution. 

The  President  : In  the  resolution  it  is  suggested  that  a special  conference 
shall  be  called  to  consider  this  important  question.  I think  I should  be  justified 
in  saying  that  at  least.  20  or  30  delegates  would  like  to  speak  upon  this  question. 
Therefore,  it  does  appear  to  me  that,  in  face  of  the  recommendation  for  a special 
conference,  you  should  allow  this  resolution  to  go  through  without  further  dis- 
cussion. In  all  fairness  to  the  delegates  who  have  sent  along  resolutions  you 
should  do  that. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously  without  further  discussion. 

The  President  : It  will  be  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
to  call  this  conference  as  soon  as  possible,  and  it  should  be  called  before  Parlia- 
ment meets  again.  I have  just  been  informed  that  unless  the  conference  is  called 
and  a decision  arrived  at  before  -the  30th  September  that  the  meeting  will  be 
absolutely  useless.  Therefore,  you  must  see  the  urgency  of  this  matter,  and  we 
suggest  that  the  new  Parliamentary  Committee  shall  be  called  together  at  the 
end  of  this  Congress  and  fix  up  a date.  (Hear,  hear.)  I have  been  informed  now 
that  this  question  is  of  the  utmost  urgency,  and  that  the  conference  must  be  called 
a week  or  a fortnight  before  the  30th  of  September.  Therefore,  that  means  that 
this  special  conference  must  be  called  within  a fortnight,  if  not  next  week,  so 
please  understand  that  as  soon  as  you  get  back  to  your  homes  you  will  be  receiving 
a circular  calling  the  meeting  together  to  discuss  this  question. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Gill  (Cotton  Spinners)  : Will  it  only  be  necessary  for  approved 
societies  to  attend  or  all  societies  affiliated  to  Congress  ? 

The  President:  Only  the  approved  societies.  Where  shall  the  conference 
beheld? 

Congress  decided  by  a shout  of  “ Aye  ” to  hold  the  conference  in  London. 

The  President  : The  Secretary  suggests  that  this  conference  should  be  held, 
either  on  Wednesday,  Thursday,  or  Friday  of  next  week. 

Delegates  : No,  no. 

The  President  : Don’t  say  no.  You  can  do  everything  if  you  make  up  your 
minds  for  it.  The  conference  will  be  called  from  the  delegates  of  the  unions 
who  are  approved  under  the  Act. 

Mr.  A.  Gee  (Weavers) : I want  to  move  that  the  conference  shall  be  held  a 
week  next  Wednesday. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Gill  (Cotton  Spinners)  : I propose  next  Friday. 

The  President  : There  are  two  suggestions — one  from  Mr.  Gee  and  the  other 
from  Mr.  Gill.  The  amendment  suggests  Friday  of  next  week  as  the  date  for 
holding  the  conference.  All  in  favour  of  this  conference  being  held  next  Wednesday- 
week  signify  the  same  by  holding  up  one  hand. 
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The  vote  by  show  of  hands  resulted  as  follows : — 


For  Wednesday,  September  18th  195,000 

For  Friday,  September  13th  52,000 

Majority  for  Wednesday,  September  18th...  143,000 


Mr.  H.  Sxinner  (Typographical  Association)  : Is  it  intended  that  the  attention 
of  this  special  conference  shall  be  confined  to  the  Memorandum  No.  119  mentioned 
just  now  ? 

The  President  : Well,  it  will  be  difficult  perhaps  to  confine  the  discussion 
to  the  memorandum,  but  that  will  be  the  first  thing  to  be  considered.  When  you 
have  got  over  that  you  can  go  on  to  discuss  other  matters,  and  it  will  be  confined  to 
the  delegates  of  approved  societies. 

Mr.  G.  T.  Jackson  (Tramway  Workers) : Is  it  not  a mistake  to  confine  this 
conference  to  approved  societies  ? I think  you  ought  to  have  all  the  societies 
represented. 

The  President  : Well,  we  shall  be  able  to  get  from  the  Commissioners  an 
up-to-date  list  of  the  Trade  Unions  which  have  become  approved  and  those  who 
have  made  application.  Therefore,  the  conference  will  consist  of  delegates  from 
approved  societies  and  those  which  are  seeking  to  become  approved. 

Mr.  R.  Dent  (London  Compositors) : Wrhy  not  make  the  conference 

unconditional  ? 

The  President  : What  is  the  use  of  calling  the  unions  that  are  not  approved  ? 

Mr.  J.  Crinion  (Card  Room  Operatives)  : I move  that  all  the  affiliated  Trade 
Unions  shall  be  invited  to  the  Congress  whether  they  have  formed  approved 
societies  or  not. 

The  motion  to  invite  delegates  from  the  whole  of  the  unions  was  formally 
seconded  and  carried. 

The  President  : I take  it  that  the  Standing  Orders  will  cover  the  calling  of 
■the  conference  together  ? 

Mr.  J.  V.  Wills  (Bricklayers) : Shall  I be  in  order  to  move  that  any  society 
attending  the  conference  may  bring  matters  forward  in  reference  to  Part  II.  of 
the  Act  ? 

The  President  : You  have  already  decided  to  deal  with  the  memorandum  first. 
After  that  you  will  have  an  opportunity  to  bring  other  matters  forward. 

ABOLITION  OF  FELLOW  SHIP  PIECEWORK. 

Mr.  A.  Harris  (Protection  League)  moved:  — 

That  this  Congress  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  press  home 
to  the  Government  by  deputation  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  or 
discussion  in  the  House  of  Commons  the  abolition  of  fellowship  piecework  in 
the  manufacture  of  explosives  in  the  danger  buildings  at  Woolwich  Arsenal  and 
to  substitute  in  its  place  a day  work  system  based  on  a weekly  wage  of  36s. 
minimum,  and  further  ask  that  an  inquiry  be  made  into  the  rates  of  pay  and 
conditions  existing  generally  at  Woolwich  Arsenal. 

He  said:  For  about  eight  years  we  have  been  knocking  at  the  War  Office  doors 
for  the  abolition  of  piecework  in  the  manufacture  of  explosives.  I may  tell  this 
^Congress  that  every  day  in  the  week  there  are  accidents  of  a serious  character 
which  are  brought  about  through  the  hurry  and  scurry  of  piecework.  This 
question  is  purely  an  administrative  matter,  and  the  second  part  of  the  resolution 
asks  for  an  inquiry  into  the  rates  of  pay  and  conditions  at  Woolwich  Arsenal. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Clarke  (Scientific  Instrument  Makers)  : In  seconding  this  resolu- 
tion, I should  like  to  record  my  impression  that  the  Government,  in  connection 
with  Woolwich  Arsenal,  has  approached  thieving  from  a scientific  standpoint. 
The  workers  are  swindled  out  of  their  bonuses  by  being  kept  short  of  work,  and 
if  they  look  for  another  job  they  are  discharged  and  lose  their  bonuses  altogether. 
If  there  is  no  work  they  are  stood  off  for  a definite  time,  and  they  lose  their 
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bonuses  that  way.  So  it  is  a case  of  “heads  I win,  tails  you  lose”  on  the  part 
of  the  Government. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

FAIR  WAGES  RESOLUTION  AND  GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Gordon  (Sheet  Metal  Workers)  moved  : — 

That  this  Congress  records  its  emphatic  condemnation  with  the  manner 
in  which  the  Fair  Wages  Resolution  is  administered  by  the  various  Govern- 
ment Departments ; and  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  unfair  interpretations 
given  by  the  Departments  make  it  imperative  that  the  Fair  Wages  Resolution 
should  be  so  amended  that  only  those  firms  should  be  allowed  to  tender  who 
pay  the  Trade  Union  rate  and  observe  the  Trade  Union  conditions  in  all  the 
districts  where  they  have  works,  offices,  and  establishments,  and  who  employ 
Trade  Union  labour. 

He  said : This  resolution  simply  condemns  the  methods  adopted  by  the  various 
Government  Departments  in  their  interpretation  of  this  Fair  Wage  Resolution 
as  regards  Government  contracts.  When  some  few  years  ago  the  Fair  Wages 
Resolution  was  enacted  we  anticipated  that  our  troubles  in  regard  to  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  resolution  would  be  at  an  end,  but  we  find  to-day  that  the  same 
method  for  getting  round  the  real  spirit  of  the  resolution  is  being  adopted  by 
each  of  the  Government  Departments.  We  have  proved  our  case  up  to  the  hilt, 
as  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  Departments  cease  dealing  with  the  principal 
offending  firms,  but  they  have  not  the  courage  to  give  us  directly  the  result  of 
their  findings.  The  Parliamentary  Committee  will,  I hope,  press  this  matter 
forward.  It  is  a subject  which  deserves  their  earnest  consideration,  and  it  affects 
a very  large  number  of  the  trades  represented  at  this  Congress. 

Mr.  J.  Kelly  (Bookbinders)  seconded  the  resolution.  He  said : I want  you 
to  understand  that  there  is  a departure  from  previous  resolutions  on  this  subject 
in  the  proposition  now  before  Congress,  inasmuch  as  now  we  have  in  view  the 
granting  of  Government  contracts  only  to  those  who  employ  union  labour  in 
all  their  establishments.  Under  existing  circumstances  a good  many  firms  who  are 
doing  this  work  not  only  do  not  employ  Trade  Unionists  in  all  their  establishments, 
but  they  actually  refuse  to  employ  Trade  Unionists  at  all.  They  have  no  regard 
to  the  rates  of  wages  established  in  any  other  district  except  where  the  work  is- 
done. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Isaacs  (Printers’  Assistants)  : In  supporting  this  resolution,  I should 
like  to  emphasise  the  last  line  of  it,  which  declares  for  Government  contracts  being 
given  only  to  firms  which  employ  Trade  Union  labour.  This  is  a new  departure, 
and  I think  that  if  the  Parliamentary  Committee  will  push  it,  and  the  delegates 
will  push  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  we  shall  secure  the  desired  reform. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Elvin  (National  Union  of  Clerks)  also  formally  supported  the 
resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

APPLICATION  OF  FAIR  WAGES  CLAUSE  TO  CLERKS. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Elvin  (National  Union  of  Clerks)  moved  : — 

This  Congress  is  of  opinion  that  clerks  should  be  included  in  the  term 
“ workmen  ” of  the  Fair  W'ages  Clause  of  all  public  contracts,  and  instructs 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  bring  the  matter  before  the  Government 
with  a view  to  their  amending  the  clause  so  that  clerks  will  be  covered  by- 
same. 

He  said  : You  will  notice  from  the  terms  of  this  resolution  that  the  Clerks’  Union 
are  very  anxious  that  the  Fair  Wages  Clause  should  apply  to  clerks.  In  other 
words,  we  want  clerks  to  be  recognised  as  workmen  and  not  as  gentlemen,  as  the 
law  regards  them  at  present.  This  proposal  has  already  been  approved  by 
Congress,  and  there  is  no  need  to  occupy  further  time  in  its  explanation. 

The  resolution  was  formally  seconded  and  carried  unanimously. 
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AMENDMENT  TO  FACTOBY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

Mr.  W.  Ross  (Paper  Mill  Workers)  moved  : — 

That  this  Congress  hereby  reaffirms  the  urgent  need  for  the  amendment 
of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts  by  the  prohibition  of  any  working  in 
paper,  cotton,  worsted,  woollen,  flax,  and  hemp  factories,  also  in  bleaching 
and  dyeing  works,  between  the  hours  of  noon  on  Saturdays  and  6 o’clock  on 
Monday  mornings,  except  to  do  repairs  to  machinery,  and  instructs  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  to  urge  upon  the  Government  to  introduce  without 
delay  a Bill  dealing  with  the  matter,  or  to  give  special  facilities  for  the  passing 
of  the  amending  Bill  in  charge  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Jowett,  M.P.  for  West  Bradford. 

He  said  : We  have  brought  this  matter  to  the  notice  of  every  Congress  since  the 
Edinburgh  gathering  in  1896.  I hepe  you  will  agree  that  our  request  is  a moderate 
one.  We  are  only  asking  for  a Saturday  afternoon  and  a Sunday-to-Monday  stop. 
Our  hours  at  present  are  72  per  week,  and  I think  we  are  entitled  to  your  support. 
I am  afraid  I have  almost  given  up  hoping  for  any  progress  to  be  made  in  this 
matter  through  Parliamentary  or  any  other  action.  In  a good  many  places  we 
are  very  well  organised,  and  the  workers  are  greatly  tempted,  to  have  a strike  and 
see  what  can  be  done.  But  we  wish  to  avoid  that  sort  of  thing  if  possible,  and 
we  want  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  bring  this  Bill  forward  to  save  trouble. 
I know  this  resolution  will  be  agreed  to  by  Congress,  and  I confidently  leave  it  to 
the  goodwill  of  the  delegates. 

Mr.  W.  Dyson  (Paper  Makers)  seconded  the  resolution.  He  said : We  have 
just  been  discussing  the  question  of  the  Fair  Wages  Clause  in  Government  contracts, 
and  I hope  the  Stationery  Department  will  see  that  the  paper  is  purchased  from 
those  firms  that  pay  fair  wages.  The  majority  of  the  employers  in  our  trade  are 
fair,  and  in  asking  Congress  to  affirm  this  resolution,  I should  like  to  ask  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  to  see  that  the  paper  that  finds  its  way  into  the  Stationery 
Office  is  purchased  from  the  fair  manufacturers. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

WEEK-END  CLOSING  OF  WORKS. 

Mrs.  E.  Heath  (Midland  Counties  Bleachers)  moved : — 

That  this  Congress  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  urge  upon 
the  Government  the  urgent  need  for  the  amendment  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Act  by  the  prohibition  of  any  person  working  in  bleaching,  dyeing, 
scouring,  and  trimming  works,  between  the  hours  of  noon  on  Saturday  and 
6 o’clock  on  Monday  morning,  except  to  do  repairs  to  machinery. 

She  said : I urge  upon  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  take  this  matter  in  hand 
as  soon  as  possible.  Considering  the  serious  amount  of  unemployment  there  is 
about,  this  question  ought  to  have  been  settled  long  ago.  The  men  are  working 
all  the  hours  God  sends.  When  we  ask  them  why  they  are  working  overtime  on 
Saturday  afternoons,  they  say  they  are  not  working  overtime.  I am  pleased  to 
say  that  this  does  not  exist  among  the  women  workers.  We  are  told  by  the 
men-folks  that  as  a sex  we  are  somewhat  feeble-minded.  (Laughter.)  But  I cannot 
help  thinking  that  the  feeble  mind  is  with  them  rather  than  with  us  over  this 
question.  (Laughter  and  cheers.)  We  have  urged  upon  them  not  to  do  this 
work,  and  their  reply  has  been,  “Well,  if  we  do  not  do  it,  they  will  set  someone 
else  on  to  do  it.”  That  is  not  the  right  way  to  get  rid  of  unemployment.  Talking 
about  the  48-hour  week,  which  men  think  will  stop  unemployment,  I think  myself 
it  would  as  well,  but  not  in  the  case  of  those  who  are  working  upon  their  own 
time.  These  men  say,  “We  have  wives  and  children  to  keep.”  And  they  try 
to  put  as  much  time  in  as  possible,  and  they  would  do  as  much  work  in  the  eight 
hours  as  they  now  do  in  the  ten.  People  should  be  content  to  sweat  in  master’s 
time,  when  they  cannot  help  themselves.  It  is  quite  time  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  tried  to  do  something  to  amend  this  Act.  We  have  tried  it  ourselves. 
We  have  had  many  men  going  to  work,  and  when  they  have  got  there  the 
employers  have  said,  “Oh,  come  in  an  hour  later;  we  don’t  want  you  yet!” 
Perhaps  they  have  something  to  be  done  specially,  and  they  want  the  men  to  stop 
.an  hour  longer.  Of  course,  the  men  have  been  feeble-minded,  and  have  stopped. 
It  would  be  much  more  to  the  advantage  of  the  men  if  they  went  home  when  these 
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specials  are  wanted.  The  employer  receives  the  benefit  of  the  special,  and  he  is 
the  person  who  should  stop  late  to  execute  the  order.  (Laughter  and  cheers.) 
When  the  Parliamentary  Committee  takes  this  matter  up,  I am  quite  sure  they 
will  not  find  the  women  doing  this  kind  of  work. 

Mr.  J.  Hayhurst  (Bleachers  and  Dyers)  : I second  this  resolution.  We  have 
by  voluntary  agreement  been  able  to  do  for  ourselves  in  some  way  what  we  are 
asking  you  to  do  in  supporting  Mr.  Jowett’s  Bill,  and  I am  certain,  if  we  get  the 
support  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  we  shall  get  it  through.  Our  difficulty 
arises  in  connection  with  places  where  there  are  a large  number  of  non-unionists, 
but  even  when  we  are  well  organised  our  men  cannot  stop  the  labour  between 
Saturday  dinner-time  and  Monday  morning.  The  resolution  before  you  is  an 
invitation  to  the  Trades  Union  Congress  to  help  us  and  the  best  of  the  employers 
at  the  same  time,  and  to  defeat  the  object  of  the  sweating  employer. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

DEDUCTIONS  FROM  WAGES. 

Mr.  A.  Conley  (Clothiers’  Operatives)  moved  : — 

That  in  view  of  the  continued  existence  of  the  system  of  deductions  from 
wages  and  the  imposition  of  fines  upon  workpeople  by  their  employers,  and 
the  decision  of  the  law  courts  declaring  such  deductions  legal,  this  Congress 
instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  seek  such  amendment  of  the  Truck 
Act,  1896,  as  will  make  all  such  fines  and  deductions  illegal. 

He  said : Although  we  are  not  a very  large  body  of  organised  workers,  I want 
to  impress  upon  the  Parliamentary  Committee  the  necessity  for  endeavouring 
to  do  something  for  us  on  the  lines  of  this  resolution.  A great  deal  of  robbery 
is  taking  place  in  the  clothing  industry  year  after  year.  It  is  a general  custom 
in  the  clothing  trade  to  compel  the  women  workers  to  pay  from  Id.  to  3d.  per 
week  for  hot  water,  and  when  it  is  remembered  that  in  some  of  the  factories 
there  are  over  1,000  employes  paying  these  sums  from  Id.  to  3d.,  some  idea  may  be 
formed  of  the  extent  of  the  filching  that  is  going  on.  The  public  has  no  idea  of 
the  huge  profits  that  are  being  made  out  of  the  sewing  cottons  and  silks  which 
the  women  are  compelled  to  buy  from  their  employers.  Many  women  have  to 
pay  6d.  for  a reel  of  silk  which  they  can  get  outside  for  3d.  I want  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  to  endeavour  to  do  something  to  help  the  people  who  are 
raising  this  question. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Jancey  (Clothiers’  Operatives)  : I second  the  resolution.  Within 
the  last  few  weeks  a woman  worker  came  to  me  with  an  account  of  her  personal 
experience  in  this  matter  that  is  a striking  indication  of  the  seriousness  of  the 
evil.  She  was  working  in  a Government  contractor’s  house,  where  a lot  of  Govern- 
ment work  was  being  done.  That  woman  had  earned  17s.  3d.  in  one  week,  and 
out  of  that  she  had  no  less  than  7s.  7^d.  deducted  for  silks  and  cottons ! 
(“Shame.”)  It  is  very  unjust  that  these  women  should  be  treated  like  that. 
Another  sample  of  this  kind  of  thing  is  the  custom  of  charging  the  women  for 
soap  and  for  buttonhole  silk.  One  girl,  working  in  the  house  to  which  I have 
just  alluded,  had  a coat  given  her,  and  out  of  the  5^d.  which  she  received  for 
machining  it  she  had  to  pay  3d.  for  silk.  She  had  to  keep  the  silk  until  she 
had  an  opportunity  for  using  it,  and  very  often  in  similar  cases  she  has  no  such 
chance  of  using  the  silk  up,  and  it  is  consequently  left  upon  her  hands. 

Miss  J.  Varley  (Women  Workers) : I would  like  to  support  this  resolution, 
and  to  express  the  hope  that  the  help  of  the  delegates  will  not  be  confined  to- 
voting  for  the  resolution.  During  the  last  four  months  I have  been  actively 
helping  girls  who  have  been  striking  against  these  deductions.  A strike  took 
place  in  the  Cannock  district,  where  the  girls  had  to  pay  3d.  for  the  stools  they 
sat  upon,  Is.  for  cotton,  and  Is.  for  the  iron  with  which  they  pressed  their  goods. 
I deeply  regret  to  have  to  declare  that  the  daughters  of  members  of  the  Miners’ 
Federation  have  defeated  us  in  this  strike.  I appealed  personally  to  the  members 
of  the  Miners’  Federation,  and  asked  them  to  prevent  their  wives  and  daughters 
blacklegging  in  this  strike.  We  have  been  beaten,  hopelessly  beaten,  because  the 
miners’  wives  and  daughters  have  blacklegged  us.  We  want  the  Trade  Unionists- 
in  this  country  to  build  a wall  around  their  own  chamber,  and  not  only  visit 
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this  Congress  once  a year  to  pass  resolutions.  I do  hope  that  from  this  day 
forward  the  miners,  at  any  rate,  will  be  true  to  their  principles  as  far  as  their 
members  are  concerned.  I do  not  want  to  say  anything  about  the  miners  as  a 
whole,  so  I will  state  the  name  of  the  place  where  this  incident  arose.  The  strike 
took  place  at  Hensford,  and  the  members  of  the  Miners’  Federation  allowed  their 
wives  and  daughters  to  blackleg.  The  miners  excused  themselves  by  saying  they 
had  no  control  over  their  daughters.  Well,  more  shame  for  them.  We  have 
been  told  this  morning  that  the  men  are  “feeble-minded,”  and  there  must  be 
some  truth  in  the  charge  if  the  miners  cannot  control  their  womenfolk  any  better 
than  this.  (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  W.  E.  Harvey  (Miners’  Federation) : This  is  a revelation  to  me. 

Several  Miners’  Delegates  : And  to  us  also. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Harvey  : And  it  is  out  of  harmony  with  the  aspirations  and  the 
doings  of  the  Miners’  Federation.  I want  to  say  at  once  that  I repudiate  in 
the  name  of  the  Federation  anything  like  this  transpiring.  It  is  only  fair 
to  remember,  however,  that  the  Federation  is  a very  extensive  and  far-reaching 
organisation,  and  an  incident  like  this  might  very  well  occur  without  coming  to 
the  notice  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  members  or  any  of  the  officials.  None  the  less, 
it  cannot  be  too  strongly  stated  that  nothing  could  be  more  objectionable  to  us 
than  that  any  one  of  our  members  should  be  associated  with  conduct  of  this 
kind.  (Cheers.)  

Mr.  J.  Cross  (Weavers) : I desire  to  approach  the  discussion  of  this  subject 
without  any  feeling,  but  I would  appeal  to  the  miners  in  this  Congress  to  give  us 
all  the  help  they  can  to  organise  the  women  in  the  Wigan  district.  So  far,  we 
have  not  been  able  to  get  their  help,  but  I hope  we  shall  after  to-day. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

FINES  IN  THE  TEXTILE  AND  OTHER  TRADES. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Ogden  (Weavers)  : moved:  — 

That  this  Congress  expresses  its  strong  condemnation  of  the  system  of 
fining  in  the  textile  and  other  industries ; urges  the  operatives  to  resist  all 
attempts  to  make  them  assentors  to  and  participators  in  the  system ; and 
requests  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  impress  upon  the  Government  the 
immediate  necessity  of  passing  a law  to  prevent  deductions  for  any  purpose  or 
cause  whatever  from  wages  earned. 

He  said : I feel  that  this  Congress  is  against  all  fines  and  deductions  of  any 
■description.  This  is  an  important  question  to  the  weavers  of  Lancashire.  The 
pettifogging  fines  imposed  upon  the  women  in  the  cotton  trade  are  a great  injustice 
to  our  people,  especially  when  we  consider  the  difficulties  of  the  work.  No  industry 
is  governed  more  by  what  we  call  bad  material  than  the  weaving  trade.  We  have 
to  work  a great  portion  of  this  bad  material  without  extra  pay,  and  fines  are 
therefore  a great  evil.  In  this  resolution  we  urge  the  operatives  to  resist  all 
attempts  to  make  them  assentors  to  /■  and  participators  in  the  fining  system. 
Perhaps  the  Congress  does  not  know  that  some  of  the  employers,  ashamed  of  their 
conduct,  try  to  salve  their  consciences  by  initiating  a system  of  fining  and  non- 
fining. They  have  arranged  with  the  workpeople  that  after  fining  a number  of 
them  for  twelve  months  the  whole  of  the  fines  shall  be  returned,  not  to  the  men 
who  have  paid  the  fines,  but  to  the  whole  of  the  workpeople.  That  does  not 
minimise  the  crime ; it  rather  magnifies  it.  The  money  is  not  the  employers  to 
give.  The  people  have  been  fined  unjustly,  and  that  is  where  the  agitation  lies 
against  the  employers.  We  have  the  American  delegates  with  us,  and  I am  pleased 
to  say  that  our  American  fellow  workers  in  the  weaving  trade  are  fighting  this 
question,  and  they  are  in  advance  of  us,  because  they  have  got  a law  passed 
prohibiting  the  imposition  of  any  fines.  (Cheers.)  But  the  employers  have  driven 
the  proverbial  coach-and-four  through  the  Act  by  initiating  the  grading  system. 
I am  bound  to  say  that  the  Home  Office  has  not  given  us  much  satisfaction  in  this 
matter,  but  in  response  to  requests  from  members  of  the  Labour  Party  in  the 
House  of  Commons  the  Home  Secretary  has  at  last  promised  us  a Bill  some  time  this 
year  or  next.  I only  hope  the  Government  will  stop  in  power  sufficiently  long  to 
■carry  that  promise  out.  We  are  making  progress  now,  but  we  must  see  that 
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the  Bill  is  on  the  right  lines.  It  must  not  be  on  the  lines  of  the  Majority  Report 
of  the  last  Commission  on  Truck,  if  we  are  to  get  what  we  want,  for  one  of  the 
portions  of  that  report  says  that  fining  should  be  allowed  on  persons  over  16  years 
of  age,  but  not  in  the  case  of  those  under  16,  and  that  the  employer  shall  not  be 
allowed  to  fine  to  more  than  5 per  cent  of  the  wages.  That  means  that  there 
will  be  a permanent  5 per  cent,  reduction  in  the  employes’  wages.  So  when 
the  Bill  is  introduced  we  must  carefully  regard  its  provisions,  and  decline  to 
compromise  with  the  fining  system  in  any  shape  or  form.  There  is  not  the 
slightest  justification  for  the  continuation  of  this  vicious  fining  system,  as  is 
abundantly  proved  by  the  fact  that  some  of  the  employers  have  abolished  it 
altogether.  We  can  only  hope  to  secure  total  abolition,  however,  by  legal 
enactment,  and  we  therefore  ask  you  to  give  us  all  the  help  you  can.  The  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  has  done  its  best,  but  you  can  do  more  when  you  go  to  the 
ballot  boxes.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  W.  Pope  (Weavers)  : In  seconding  this  resolution,  I wish  to  point  out  that 
the  fines  and  deductions  of  which  we  are  complaining  are  generally  on  account 
of  work  that  has  been  spoilt  before  it  gets  to  the  weavers.  They  expect  good 
cloth  from  us  whether  the  warp  is  good  or  bad.  If  ■fhe  loom  is  out  of  order,  the 
best  operative  in  the  world  will  fail  to  do  justice  to  himself.  If  the  material 
is  spoilt  in  the  cloth-room  through  no  fault  of  the  operative,  the  deduction  takes 
place  all  the  same.  For  these  reasons,  we  ask  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to 
do  all  they  can  to  get  the  Bill  through  to  prevent  all  fines  and  deductions  from 
the  weavers’  wages,  and  we  hope  the  same  relief  may  be  afforded  in  the  case  of 
the  other  trades  also. 

Mr.  E.  Holden  (Weavers)  : It  has  been  pointed  out  that  we  are  the  only  section 
of  the  cotton  trade  that  is  brought  under  this  fining  system.  There  are  the 
spinners,  card  room  workers,  and  other  branches  of  the  industry  who  are  not  in 
any  way  subjected  to  the  system.  Moreover,  if  fines  are  to  be  allowed  at  all,  the 
weaver  is  the  last  person  inside  the  mills  who  ought  to  be  asked  to  pay  them,  for  he 
does  not  produce  something  from  material  that  he  has  made  and  prepared  him- 
self. He  has  to  turn  something  into  cloth  that  is  prepared  for  him  by  somebody 
else.  He  neither  buys  nor  prepares  his  own  material ; it  is  bought  and  prepared 
by  other  people,  and  if  the  employer  buys  inferior  material  it  is  bound  to  come 
out  in  the  finished  cloth.  You  cannot  make  good  cloth  out  of  bad  material.  If 
it  is  prepared  badly  then  that  shows  up  in  the  finished  cloth,  and  the  weaver  is 
bound  to  produce  cloth  under  those  circumstances  that  is  not  acceptable  in  the 
warehouse.  There  is  another  thing  we  have  to  put  up  with,  especially  during 
the  winter  months.  Sometimes  we  have  to  make  cloth  in  a bad  light,  and  you 
cannot  see  whether  the  cloth  is  out  of  the  standard  or  not.  But  when  it  gets  to 
the  gentleman  in  the  warehouse,  who  has  to  see  whether  it  is  good  or  bad,  he 
has  the  best  possible  light  to  make  his  inspection  by.  They  give  the  weaver 
the  worst  light  to  produce  his  cloth  with  and  the  examiner  gets  the  best 
light  to.  examine  it  by.  We  hope  the  Parliamentary  Committee  will  do  all  they 
possibly  can  to  assist  the  weavers  in  their  efforts  to  get  rid  of  this  system,  and  if 
the  Lancashire  cotton  industry  can  get  rid  of  it  other  trades  will  also. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

THE  DANGERS  OF  “ SHUTTLE-KISSING.” 

Mr.  J.  Cross  (Weavers)  moved:  — 

That  this  Congress  calls  the  attention  of  the  Home  Office  to  the  insanitary 
and  dangerous  custom  of  threading  the  weavers’  shuttles  by  the  aid  of  the- 
mouth,  commonly  called  “ shuttle-kissing,”  and  expresses  its  great  regret 
that  in  their  report  to  the  Home  Office  and  Local  Government  Board  the 
Commissioners  have  not  seen  their  way  to  recommend  the  abolition  by  legal 
enactment  of  the  practice  lef erred  to.  The  Congress  instructs  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  to  afford  all  possible  assistance  to  the  weavers  in  their- 
efforts  to  obtain  by  legislation,  or  any  other  means,  the  substitution  of  a hand- 
threaded  for  a mouth-threaded  shuttle. 

He  said : There  are  two  objects  in  the  resolution  placed  here  by  my  association. 
One  is  for  the  protection  of  the  health  of  the  work-people,  and  the  other  is  to> 
prevent  the  spread  of  disease  amongst  them.  The  present  type  of  shuttle  compels- 
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the  weaver  to  use  his  mouth  to  thread  it ; and  up  to  the  present  time  it  is  the 
only  method  we  know.  You  will  clearly  understand  that  if  the  shuttle  has  been 
in  use  for  some  time,  it  becomes  filthy_  by  the  moisture  from  the  lips  of  the  opera- 
tives mixing  with  the  dust  that  collects  upon  it.  There  was  the  case  of  a weaver 
suffering  from  phthisis.  He  left  a set  of  looms,  and  was  succeeded  by  another 
weaver ; and  this  second  man  contracted  the  complaint  which  compelled  the  retire- 
ment of  his  predecessor.  So  that  you  will  clearly  understand  that  the  present  type 
of  shuttle  is  dangerous  to  health  and  a vehicle  for  spreading  disease.  We  think 
it  ought  to  be  superseded  by  a shuttle  that  is  not  required  to  be  put  into  the 
mouth  of  the  weaver.  Some  time  since  a medical  officer  of  health  gave  some 
rather  startling  figures  concerning  the  spread  of  disease  by  the  weaver’s  shuttle. 
The  Government  appointed  a Committee  of  Inquiry.  It  proceeded  for  some  time, 
and  took  evidence;  but,  unfortunately,  the  medical  representative  upon  that  Com- 
mittee died,  and  the  Committee’s  investigations  were  brought  to  a rather  rapid 
conclusion.  They  issued  a report,  which  is  by  no  means  considered  to  be  a 
settlement  of  the  question,  and  we  intend  to  push  this  matter  until  the  present 
type  of  shuttle  is  superseded  by  a hand-threaded  shuttle,  so  that  a turn  of  the 
wrist  will  be  sufficient  to  fulfill  all  the  requirements  of  preparing  the  shuttle. 
Our  friends  the  weavers  of  the  United  States  have  already  been  successful  in 
persuading  the  House  of  Representatives  to  pass  a law  forbidding  the  use  of  tfte 
same  kind  of  shuttle  that  we  have  at  this  moment  in  Lancashire.  So  far  as  the 
employers  are  concerned,  they  are  in  no  way  hostile  or  antagonistic  towards  the 
supersession  of  the  present  type  of  shuttle;  but  one  can  quite  see  that  objections  may 
be  raised  which  will  cause  this  question  to  come  up  year  after  year.  But  we  believe 
this  change  should  be  made  at  once;  for  the  mouth-threaded  shuttle  is  unquestionably 
dangerous  and  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  operatives. 

Mr.  T.  Shaw  (Weavers)  seconded  the  resolution.  He  said:  The  weavers 
who  have  to  draw  coloured  thread  through  the  shuttle  have  their  tongues  stained 
red,  blue,  or  green ; and  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  this  practice  is 
distinctly  a dirty  one.  The  Committee  which  inquired  into  this  matter  took  evidence 
from  medical  officers  of  health,  and  they  were  pretty  unanimously  of  opinion 
that  the  practice  was  dirty,  insanitary,  and  likely  to  convey  infectious  diseases.  The 
Committee  agreed  with  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  medical  witnesses.  They  also 
examined  the  shuttles  which  had  been  prepared — the  hand-threaded  shuttles  and  the 
apparatus  which  had  been  invented  for  preparing  the  shuttle  without  the  use  of 
the  mouth ; and  they  declared  that  a suitable  substitute  had  been  found  for  the 
mouth-threaded  shuttle.  But  then,  unfortunately,  they  lamely  concluded  by 
saying  they  could  not  recommend  anything  in  the  nature  of  legal  enactment  for 
the  present ! No  doubt  the  employers  are  nice  enough  fellows,  and  might  not  refuse 
to  do  what  we  want ; but  we  are  not  satisfied  with  the  present  position.  If  this 
thing  is  dirty,  insanitary,  and  likely  to  convey  infectious  disease — if  the  Committee 
admits  that  an  effective  substitute  has  been  found — the  Committee  ought  to 
have  gone  further  and  have  said,  “ A substitute  has  been  found,  and  we  advise 
legal  enactment  to  prevent  the  old  type  of  shuttle  from  being  used.”  We  have 
made  up  our  minds  to  press  forward  with  this  question  on  these  lines,  and  we  ask 
Congress  to  support  us  in  this  resolution,  and  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to 
influence  the  Government  to  give  us  what  we  require. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

TAILORING  WORK  IN  DWELLING-HOUSES. 

Mr.  M.  Sclare  (Jewish  Tailors’  Machinists)  moved:  — 

That  this  Congress  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  endeavour 

to  obtain  an  amendment  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  so  as  to  make  it 

illegal  for  tailoring  workshops  to  be  carried  on  in  dwelling-houses. 

He  said : In  asking  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  deal  with  this  question  of 
workshops  and  dwelling-houses,  we  do  not  ask  them  to  deal  with  the  whole  question 
of  home  work.  But  at  the  present  time,  the  master  tailors  are  converting  back  rooms 
and  bedrooms  into  workshops ; and  although  they  put  up  the  extracts  from  the 
Factory  Acts  they  might  as  well  be  non-existent  for  what  good  they  are  to  the 
workers.  The  dangerously  unhealthy  conditions  under  which  clothing  is  produced 
in  many  of  these  places  is  too  well  known  to  need  description. 
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Mr  M Byrne  (Tailors’  Society)  seconded  the  resolution  as  follow*: 

That  should  not  he  the  reply  to  a burning  question  like  this l I 

if  they  wishedto6  do  it^oulTs'upply  workshop  accommodation^ 

■of  all  these  garments;  but  the  present  system,  under  which  ^ ^ ner  week  in 

rtL?r.tPt^.5rap„odsifib;::  tca.  *.  * *. 

into  the  shops  if  they  were  placed  at  their  disposal. 
We  shall  bring  public  opinion  to  bear  upon  this  question,  and  we  ask  the  Par  1 

Sib.  rib  s 

was  sent  into  the  homes  of  the  workers  to  be  made  at  a recced gPric®^  ag, 

contributed  to  the  failure  of  the  strike.  In  justice  to  the  officials  of  the  Miners 
Fe^ration  at  Cannock,  I may  say  that  several  of  their  representat, 
did  their  best  • but  they  were  unable  to  control  the  members  who  belonged  to  1 e 
Mffier^Federation  to  the  extent  of  inducing  them  to  make  them  wives  and  daughters 
Sst  from  becoming  blacklegs.  With  regard  to  the  question  now  before  us,  I 
could  mention  a town  where  the  royal  livery  is  benig  made  m the  ho™e&m^  ^ 
working  tailors.  This  is  a question  m connection  with  which  the  Parliamentary 
•Committee  well  may  give  us  their  hearty  support. 

Mr  J O’Leary  (Labourers  of  Great  Britain):  I oppose  this  resolution.  We 
.oucrht  to  be  very  careful  in  this  matter,  and  I should  like  to  know  wh®]£“ 
operation  of  the ‘principle  of  this  resolution  would  prevent,  say,  the  mastertailor 
from  working  for  himself  in  his  own  house,  and  very  likely  employing  a daughter 
orTwo  Sghters  working  under  him.  If  that  is  so,  I know  from  my  own  experience 
private  hoifses  in  this  town  where  tailors  are  working.  They  have  their  daughters 
with  them  but  there  is  no  workshop  in  this  town  which  could  be  compared  with 
Tome  of  these  houses  in  the  matter  of  healthy  and  comfortable  surroundings  I 
hope  Congress  will  consider  this  matter  very  carefully  before  they  rush  this 
resolution  through.  It  will  mean  a great  hardship  on  the  independent  tailor  who 
Zs  the  work  oi  his  own  account.  I am  not  speaking  as  a tailor,  but  in  defence 

of  the  men  whom  I know . 

A vote  by  hand  resulted  as  follows : — 

For  the  resolution  

Against  ^’UUU 

Majority  for  133,000 

miners’  delegate  requires  an  explanation. 

Mr.  W.  Whitefield  (Miners’  Federation) : On  page  10  of  the  Agenda,  there 

are  two  resolutions  on  the  nationalisation  question  which  I presume  have  been  made 
into  a composite  resolution.  How  is  it  that  we  are  now  on  page  32  of  the  Agenda, 
and  these  resolutions  on  page  10  are  being  kept  over  until  Congress  has  spent  itself? 

The  President  : It  will  come  up  for  discussion  this  afternoon. 

Mr.  W.  Whitefield  : But  it  is  on  page  10  of  the  Agenda. 

The  President:  Well,  it  has  had  to  go  through  the  hands  of  the  Grouping 
Committee. 


TO  RENDER  ADVERTISING  FOR  MEN  ILLEGAL  IN  TIME  OF  DISPUTE. 

Mr.  M.  Sclare  (Jewish  Tailors’  Machinists)  rose  to  move:  — 

That  this  Congress  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  endeavour 
-to  obtain  amendment  of  the  Conspiracy  and  the  Protection  of  Property  Act  so 
as  to  make  employers  liable  for  advertising  for  workers  m times  of  dispute. 
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The  President  : I should  like  to  ask  our  friend  if  he  is  serious  in  moving  this 
resolution  P , 

Mr.  M.  Sclare  : Certainly. 

The  President  : Well,  I hope  Congress  will  vote  it  down. 

Mr.  M.  Sclare  : I want  to  remind  Congress  of  the  fact  that  the  law  in  America 
makes  it  prohibitive  for  the  employers  to  advertise  for  workers  in  a time  of  dispute ; 
and,  although  we  are  not  a very  large  organisation,  we  claim  the  right  to  place 
this  matter  before  the  delegates.  I,  therefore,  move  the  resolution. 

Mr.  M.  Bryne  (Tailors) : I formally  second  the  resolution. 

The  President  : If  you  are  going  to  prevent  the  employers  from  advertising, 
we  shall  be  prohibited  from  issuing  bills  and  everything  else  in  connection  with  a 
dispute. 

Mr.  E.  Friend  (Bookbinders) : I think  the  resolution  needs  some  explanation. 

The  President  : I will  read  the  resolution. 

Mr.  E.  Friend  : In  what  way  are  the  employers  to  be  made  liable  in  times 
of  dispute? 

The  President  : It  is  no  use  asking  me.  The  words  are  there.  All  in  favour  of 
the  resolution,  vote  by  hand. 

Mr.  Will  Godfrey  (Carmen’s  Union) : I want  to  say  you  are  putting  a wrong 
construction  upon  this  resolution. 

The  President  : It  seeks  to  restrain  employers  from  advertising  in  times  of 
dispute. 

Mr.  Will  Godfrey  : But  I take  it  that  it  should  be  illegal  for  the  employer 
to  advertise  for  men  or  women  when  there  is  a dispute  without  stating  emphatically 
in  the  advertisement  that  there  is  a dispute  going  on. 

The  President  : The  resolution  does  not  state  that. 

Mr.  Will  Godfrey  : I think  Congress  ought  to  carry  this  resolution,  because 
the  employers  advertise  for  men  in  the  country,  and  bring  them  in  when  a dispute  is 
on.  That  is  what  causes  bloodshed. 

The  President  : You  will  never  get  an  Act  of  this  kind  against  the  employers 
without  getting  a similar  one  against  the  workers. 

A vote  by  show  of  hands  resulted  as  follows : — 


For  the  resolution  19,000' 

Against  165,000 

Majority  against  146,000 


STATE  LIFE  INSURANCE. 

Mr.  A.  Lynes  (Postal  Clerks)  moved : — 

That  this  Congress  is  of  opinion  that  the  present  system  of  Government 
life  insurance  fails  to  meet  the  public  wants.  The  Congress  believes  that  a 
Government  scheme  of  industrial  assurance  is  desirable,  and  requests  the 
Postmaster-General  to  give  consideration  to  the  question  with  a view  to  the 
establishment  of  a satisfactory  system  of  State  life  insurance. 

He  contrasted  the  work  of  the  Post  Office  insurance  department  with  that  of  the 
large  private  industrial  companies,  pointing  out  that  the  premiums  received  in 
one  year  by  the  Post  Office  only  amounted  to  £22,000  while  the  premiums  of  the 
private  companies  for  industrial  insurance  alone  reached  the  enormous  total  of 
£16,000,000.  That  showed  that  the  Post  Office  insurance  system  at  the  present 
time  was  practically  a dead  letter.  This  result,  however,  was  not  because  the  Post 
Office  was  not  able  to  do  the  business,  but  because  they  had  never  seriously 
attempted  to  run  the  insurance  business.  They  had  no  agents  or  superintendents, 
but  were  content  with  simply  advertising  the  fact  that  they  were  prepared  to  do 
insurance  business.  The  Post  Office  workers  thought  it  was  unfair  that  the  Postal 
Department  should  shirk  in  that  fashion  a duty  which  had  been  laid  upon  them 
by  Parliament.  They  had  vainly  tried  to  persuade  the  Postmaster-General  to 
act  in  the  desired  direction,  and  they  now  asked  Congress  to  help  them  in  the  matter. 
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Mr.  J.  W.  Bowen  (Postmen’s  Federation) : In  seconding  this  resolution,  may 
I say  that  now  that  insurance  has  become  part  of  our  national  life,  it  seems 
necessary  for  us  to  try  to  put  our  house  in  order?  I quite  understand  that  there 
may  be  a difficulty  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  delegates  with  regard  to  the 
question  of  transferring  any  portion  of  industrial  life  insurance  from  the  present 
limited  liability  companies  to  the  Post  Office;  but,  seeing  that  the  Post  Office  has 
been  founded  for  public  service  and  utility,  it  seems  quite  reasonable  to  me  to  assume 
that  its  use  might  further  be  extended  on  behalf  of  the  workers.  Mr.  Lynes  has  pointed 
out  that  Post  Office  insurance  has  been  by  no  means  a success ; but  that  is  partly  due 
to  the  high  premiums  which  the  Post  Office  charges,  and  to  a lack  of  enterprise 
on  the  part  of  the  Post  Office  in  connection  with  this  particular  business.  I want 
you  to  understand  the  enormous  sums  paid  over  by  the  working  classes  to  the 
limited  companies.  The  sums  which  are  charged  to  the  working  people  may,  of 
course,  to  a large  extent,  be  necessary  to  cover  the  actuarial  liabilities  of  the 
policies ; but  in  addition  to  that,  I find  that  industrial  policy  holders  pay  as  much  as 
from  45  to  60  per  cent,  in  management  expenses.  The  Pearl  industrial  policy 
holders  pay  45.43  per  cent.,  and  an  extended  list  will  show  you  that  enormous 
sums  must  necessarily  be  paid  by  the  working  classes  to  the  industrial  sections  of 
these  insurance  companies.  There  is  no  necessity  for  this  to  be  the  case.  I do  not 
want  to  preach  Socialistic  doctrines  here  this  morning,  but  I do  think  that  the 
Post  Office  will  afford  opportunity  for  industrial  life  insurance  which  could  easily 
be  extended  in  the  interests  of  the  workers.  If  the  Parliamentary  Committee  were 
allowed  to  give  attention  to  this  question,  I am  quite  sanguine  that  a scheme  of 
insurance  could  be  devised  in  connection  with  the  Post  Office  affording  more 
advantage  to  the  workers  of  the  country  than  any  of  the  limited  companies  are  able 
to  offer.  I wish  you  to  remember,  in  any  criticism  of  this  scheme,  that,  having 
regard  to  the  work  you  have  to  do  this  afternoon  and  to-morrow,  there  is  no 
time  to  go  further  into  the  matter ; but  I hope  you  will  relegate  this  question  to  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  for  their  early  and  close  attention. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

A Delegate  : What  about  the  amendment  on  page  45  from  the  Royal  Liver 
agents  declaring  that  no  system  of  Government  life  insurance  will  adequately  meet 
the  public  requirements? 

The  President  : I understand  that  it  was  recommended  that  that  amendment 
was  out  of  order. 

The  Delegate  : Well,  I want  to  oppose  the  resolution  which  has  been  moved,  if 
the  amendment  is  out  of  order. 

The  President  : Well,  you  should  have  got  up. 

The  Delegate  : I was  waiting  to  do  so. 

A Royal  Liver  Agent  : I object.  I was  informed  that  the  amendment  was 
going  to  be  discussed. 

The  President  : I cannot  help  it.  The  resolution  has  been  carried,  and  we 
must  get  on  with  the  programme. 

postal  cheque  system. 

Mr.  A.  Lynes  (Postal  Clerks)  moved : — 

That  this  Congress  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  establishment  of  a postal 

cheque  system  in  this  country  would  be  a public  benefit,  and  would  particularly 

be  of  advantage  to  Trade  Unions  and  working-class  organisations;  and  requests 

the  Government  to  consider  the  question  of  introducing  the  system. 

Se  pointed  out  that  the  object  of  the  resolution  was  to  give  greater  facilities  to 
the  depositors  in  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank,  who  number  one-fifth  of  the 
population  of  the  country.  It  sought  to  give  that  great  mass  of  the  working  people 
the  same  advantages  from  their  banking  accounts  that  the  wealthier  people 
obtained  from  the  majority  of  the  commercial  banks  of  the  country.  It  would 
enable  a transfer  of  money  from  one  person  to  another  with  a minimum  of  expense. 
For  instance,  if  a person  had  an  account  at  the  Post  Office,  money  could  be  paid 
into  that  account  at  any  Post  Office  in  the  country;  and  that  would  be  a great 
advantage  to  all  Trade  Unions  and  other  bodies  in  connection  with  the  proposed 
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cheque  system.  The  agent  and  collectors  would  simply  go  to  the  nearest  Post 
Office  and  pay  the  money  in.  And  the  same  simplicity  would  be  associated  with  the- 
payment  of  money.  They  would  simply  instruct  the  Post  Office  to  credit  the 
account  of  the  person  with  the  amount  that  was  to  be  paid.  He  thought  such  a 
system  as  was  proposed  should  be  given  a trial. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Gates  (Postal  Telegraph  Clerks)  seconded  the  resolution,  and  did  so- 
the  more  readily  because  he  had  been  given  to  understand  since  his  arrival  in  Newport, 
that  the  Postal  Clerks’  Association  had  been  forbidden  to  continue  their  propaganda 
in  its  behalf.  He  would  be  the  last  man  to  endeavour  to  persuade  the  Congress  to 
accept  the  fallacy  that  whatever  was  good  at  one  time  in  one  country  must 
necessarily  be  good  in  another  at  a different  stage  in  its  industrial  and  commercial, 
development.  But  the  widespread  success  which  had  extended  the  experiment  in 
countries  so  diverse  as  Japan — and  he  would  remind  Congress  that  Japan  was 
essentially  an  eclectic  nation — in  the  Far  East,  and  in  Germany  and  Austria 
in  middle  Europe,  compelled  the  belief  that  such  phenomenal  success  was  due  to  a 
foundation  of  sound  principle  rather  than  to  any  adventitious  environment.  He  knew 
there  was  a reference  in  the  Parliamentary’s  Committee’s  Report  to  a scheme  for  the 
establishment  of  a Trade  Union  Bank,  and  there  was  a possibility  that  the  promoters 
of  the  Post  Office  scheme  as  outlined  in  the  resolution  would  come  up  against  vested 
interests  in  some  form  or  other ; but  he  hoped  Congress  would  not  be  afraid  of  taking, 
the  little  step  here  proposed  towards  the  socialisation  of  the  means  of  production, 
distribution,  and  exchange. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 


CIVIL  BIGHTS  FOB  POSTAL  SEE VANTS. 

Mr.  A.  Lynes  (Postal  Clerks)  moved : — 

That  this  Congress  calls  upon  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  continue- 
its  endeavours  to  secure  for  postal  servants  a full  measure  of  civil  freedom, 
and  it  cordially  endorses  the  view  of  the  Post  Office  Trade  Unions  that  there 
is  no  justification  for  enforcing  upon  members  of  those  Trade  Unions  an. 
absolute  silence  on  matters  of  national  interest. 

He  said  he  was  afraid  they  were  unable  to  accept  the  amendment  from  the  National. 
Union  of  Clerks  which  sought  to  make  the  resolution  apply  to  all  Civil  Servants.. 
He  felt  sure  that  the  resolution,  as  it  stood,  needed  very  few  words  by  way  of. 
introduction  to  the  Congress,  which  had  approved  the  proposition  on  several 
previous  occasions.  The  Prime  Minister  had  expressed  the  view,  which  gave  them 
ground  for  hope,  that  he  was  not  antagonistic  to  their  proposal.  There  was 
shortly  to  be  a renewed  sitting  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  postal  matters,  and 
the  postal  clerks  intended  to  press  their  claim  before  that  body. 

Mr.  C.  G.  Ammon  (Fawcett  Association)  seconded  the  resolution.  He  said, 
that,  after  long  years  of  agitation  in  their  unions  and  at  Congress,  they  were  at 
last  in  sight  of  their  goal.  They  first  brought  the  subject  forward  at  Belfast 
in  1893,  and  since  that  time  they  had  been  proceeding  step  by  step  towards  the- 
full  measure  of  civic  freedom  they  were  now  demanding.  They  had  been  allowed. 
to  take  part  in  local  municipal  affairs  and  to  become  candidates  for  Borough 
Councils,  and  within  the  past  three  years  they  had  received  permission  to  take 
part  in  County  Council  politics  and  to  become  candidates  for  County  Councils. 
They  now  asked  for  the  right  to  a full  expression  of  their  political  opinions  and! 
to  take  part  in  political  activities.  As  the  modern  tendency  was  to  bring  the 
various  departments  of  trade  and  commerce  under  public  control,  it  was  very- 
dangerous  to  allow  the  officials  to  draw  up  regulations  preventing  the  postal 
servants  and  others  from  taking  part  in  public  affairs.  A postman  had  actually- 
been  brought  to  book  for  daring  to  take  the  chair  at  a meeting  of  one  of  the 
Members  of  Parliament.  That  postman  was  a Councillor,  and  was  asked  to- 
take  the  chair  because  of  his  public  position.  That  was  an  illustration  of  the- 
peculiarity  of  the  disabilities  they  suffered  under,  and  in  order  to  remove  the 
present  anomalous  position  they  wanted  the  whole  weight  of  organised  Labour 
behind  them. 


TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS. 


257 


AMENDMENT  BY  NATIONAL  ONION  OF  CLERKS. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Elvin  (National  Union  of  Clerks)  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment : — 

In  line  2 of  the  resolution  strike  out  the  words  “postal  servants”  and 

substitute  “ all  Civil  Servants.” 

In  line  3 delete  the  words  “Post  Office”  and  after  “Unions^’  insert 

“ concerned.” 

He  said : I am  exceedingly  surprised  that  our  postal  friends  cannot  accept  this 
amendment.  I should  have  thought  they  would  have  had  a better  chance  of 
getting  what  they  want  if  the  demand  were  made  on  behalf  of  the  whole  of  the 
officials  of  the  Civil  Service.  Civic  responsibility  and  privileges  should  go  together. 
At  present,  however,  there  are  a large  number  of  Civil  servants  who  have  to  pay 
taxes  and  discharge  other  responsibilities  placed  upon  their  shoulders  as  citizens, 
but  they  are  debarred  from  any  voice  whatever  in  the  framing  of  the  legislation 
to  which  they  are  subjected.  There  is  undoubtedly  a general  demand  for  the 
reform  mentioned  in  this  amendment,  and  when  recently  giving  evidence  before 
the  Royal  Commission  on  behalf  of  Civil  servants  I wuis  commissioned  to  make 
a special  point  of  this  subject.  The  chief  objection  which  the  Commissioners 
seemed  to  raise  to  this  demand  was  that  it  would  be  rather  a dangerous  practice 
if  Civil  servants  were  allowed  to  seek  seats  upon  local  governing  bodies  or  become 
Members  of  Parliament,  because  whilst  campaigning  they  might  disclose  some 
official  secrets.  Well,  the  only  answer  to  that  suggestion  is  that  if  any  Civil  servant 
were  to  disclose  secret  information  in  that  way  he  would  be  fired  out  as  quickly 
as  possible. 

Mr.  E.  Black  (National  Union  of  Clerks) : I have  much  pleasure  in  seconding 
this  amendment,  and  can  only  echo  the  surprise  of  the  mover  that  the  postal 
servants  are  claiming  for  themselves  something  they  do  not  want  another  society 
to  claim  for  their  members.  I hope  you  will  insert  this  amendment  in  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  G.  M.  Hale  (Telephone  Employes) : I myself,  since  entering  the  Postal 
Service,  have  felt  very  acutely  not  being  able  to  take  part  in  political  matters  as  I 
used  to  do.  I support  the  amendment,  because  it  does  not  seem  just  to  claim  for 
ourselves  certain  rights — I will  not  call  them  privileges — which  we  are  prepared 
to  deny  to  them.  Personally,  I do  not  understand  this  attitude  of  the  framers 
of  the  resolution,  but  I daresay  it  is  thought  to  be  good  tactics  for  securing  the 
end  in  view.  At  all  events,  I shall  stand  for  the  whole  of  the  employes  of  the 
State  being  allowed  these  rights. 

Mr.  J.  McCarthy  (Postal  Telegraph  Clerks)  : I suggest  to  the  Congress  that 
the  mover  and  seconder  of  the  amendment  have  quite  missed  the  point  of  the 
resolution.  The  National  Joint  Committee  of  Postal  Servants,  which  represents 
something  like  67,000  postal  servants,  claims  the  principle  of  this  resolution  on 
behalf  of  the  Post  Office  Service,  but  the  Committee  does  not  pretend  to  represent 
the  impossible,  or  to  voice  the  demands  of  the  entire  Civil  Service.  Whether  the 
society  which  Mr.  Elvin  represents,  which  contains  some  300  members  of  the  Civil 
Service,  is  prepared  to  come  here  and  voice  the  claims  of  the  Civil  Service  is 
another  matter.  But  we  are  not  attempting  in  any  way  to  bar  the  rest  of  the  Civil 
Service  from  prosecuting  their  own  demands ; we  simply  represent  our  own 
members.  We  do  not  even  know  what  the  Civil  Service  wants,  but  there  is  no 
justification  for  thinking  we  are  adopting  a parochial  attitude  on  this  question. 
This  is  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge,  and  if  we  succeed  in  getting  this  reform  there 
is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  carry  the  principle  to  its  logical  conclusion. 

Vote  by  hand  for  the  amendment  resulted  as  follows : — 


For  the  amendment  145,000 

Against  27,000 

Majority  for  118,000 


The  resolution  as  amended  was  then  carried  unanimously. 


J 
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TELEPHONE  OPERATORS  AND  MEDICAL  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  J.  McCarthy  (Postal  Telegraph  Clerks)  moved : — 

That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congress  the  result  of  the  investigations  of 
the  Departmental  Committee  into  the  conditions  under  which  telephone 
operators  perform  their  work  calls  for  drastic  reorganisation  of  the  Post  Office 
telephone  service  with  a view  to  the  protection  of  the  staff  from  exceptional 
pressure,  and  that  the  recommendations  of  the  Medical  Officers  should  be 
applied  sympathetically  under  definite  instructions  to  local  controlling  officials. 

He  said  : I just  want  to  remind  Congress  that  this' particular  class  of  employe,  the 
girl  telephonists,  have  to  perform  their  work  under  exceedingly  trying  circum- 
stances, with  the  result  that  nervous  breakdowns  are  frequent.  After  a deal  of 
agitation  on  the  part  of  our  association,  we  have  been  able  to  secure  the  appoint- 
ment of  a Departmental  Committee  of  Medical  Officers  into  the  causes  and 
prevention  of  the  nervous  diseases  to  which  these  girls  are  subject.  The  report,  as 
cne  might  expect,  is  a big  volume,  and  it  would  serve  no  useful  purpose  to  go  into 
the  matter  deeply  at  this  Congress.  But  it  should  be  stated  that  our  complaints 
were  justified.  Rest-rooms  were  recommended,  and  a staff  for  adequate  relief  to 
avoid  overtime.  There  is  a phase  of  this  question  that  is  worthy  of  special  refer- 
ence, and  that  is  as  to  the  interpretation  of  awards.  We  in  the  Postal  Service 
have  suffered  a good  deal  from  the  unsympathetic  interpretations  that  have  been 
placed  upon  the  awards  of  the  various  Committees.  We  are  continually  face  to 
face  with  the  fact  that  the  permanent  officials  are  always  ready  to  whittle  down 
any  awards  or  findings  in  favour  of  the  staff ; and  I want  to  remind  Congress  that 
we  are  appealing  to  you  on  behalf  of  a class  of  young  woman  whose  average  age 
does  not  exceed  20  years,  and  who  are  quite  unable  to  exercise  any  political 
influence. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Gates  (Postal  Telegraph  Clerks) : In  seconding  this  resolution,  I 
would  urge  upon  the  delegates  that,  in  view  of  the  extreme  technicality  of  the 
report  alluded  to  by  the  mover,  they  should  accept  our  statement  and  give  us 
their  support.  We  are  pleading  on  behalf  of  some  of  the  weaker  members  of  our 
association  who  are  young  and  helpless,  but  through  the  education  they  are 
receiving  by  collective  economic  action  they  will  be  able  to  do  valuable  work  for 
the  general  improvement  of  their  class  in  the  near  future. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

Congress  adjourned  for  luncheon. 


AFTERNOON  SITTING. 


BOY  LABOUR  IN  THE  POST  OFFICE. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Gates  (Postal  Telegraph  Clerks)  moved:  — 

This  Congress,  while  expressing  its  warmest  sympathy  with  the  desire  to 
solve  the  boy  labour  problem  in  the  Post  Office,  deplores  that  the  scheme 
officially  introduced  should  be  so  inadequate  and  unsatisfactory  a solution, 
failing  as  it  does  to  secure  permanent  employment  in  the  Service  to  more  than 
60  per  cent,  of  the  entrants,  lending  itself,  moreover,  to  recruitment  for  the 
Army  under  thinly  veiled  compulsion,  and  involving  in  its  operation  the 
„ performance  by  the  youths  and  girls  concerned  of  full  dutifis  proper  to  the 
established  classes  at  rates  of  pay  considerably  lower  than  those  fixed  for  those 
classes  by  Select  Committee.  This  Congress  declares  that  no  scheme  can 
be  regarded  as  satisfactory  to  the  Service  and  to  the  community  which  does 
not  possess  as  its  essential  features  original  entry  by  open  competition,  the 
substantial  raising  of  the  minimum  age,  and  the  maintenance  of  adequate 
Safeguard  against  any  lowering  of  the  economic  status  of  the  men  and  women 
in  the  Service. 

He  said  : Since  the  last  Congress  at  Newcastle,  when  the  delegates  had  an  oppor- 
tunity for  hearing  a discussion  on  this  vital  question  and  registering  a protest, 
the  Committee  appointed  by  Mr.  Samuel  to  pursue  its  inquiries  into  the  employ- 
ment of  boy  labour  in  the  Post  Office  has  issued  a second  report.  I am  glad  to 
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say  that,  thanks  no  doubt  to  the  unanimous  protest  of  the  Congress,  it  is  consider- 
ably more  favourable  than  its  predecessor.  It  still  remains  unsatisfactory,  how- 
ever, and  that  is  why  we  are  now  asking  Congress  to  support  this  resolution  once 
more.  It  may  be  useful  to  sketch  briefly  the  history  of  this  agitation.  For 
some  years  the  allied  forces  of  educational  authorities,  inquirers  into  the  conditions 
general  to  the  problem  of  child  and  adolescent  employment,  and  the  Service 
societies  had  been  agitating,  and  the  Postmaster-General  had  thus  been  induced 
to  make  the  inquiry  as  full  as  possible.  Mr.  Cyril  Jackson,  in  his  report  issued 
as  a Parliamentary  Blue  Book,  Professor  M.  E.  Sadler,  now  Vice-Chancellor  of 
Leeds  University,  and  the  Board  of  Education  Consultative  Committee  (of  which 
Mr.  D.  J.  Shackleton  was  a valued  member)  on  Continuation  Schools,  had  all 
severely  criticised  a policy  which  cast  adrift  the  boys  at  the  most  critical  year  of 
their  adolescence  and  sent  them  to  join  the  ranks  of  the  unskilled.  He  appointed 
a Committee  composed,  with  the  single  exception  of  Mr.  T.  E.  Harvey,  M.P., 
of  permanent  officials,  with  Sir  Matthew  Nathan  as  Chairman,  to  inquire  into 
the  subject.  It  is  with  the  second  report  of  that  Committee  that  I am  now  con- 
cerned. Its  recommendations  last  year  resulted  in  the  absorption  of  50  per  cent, 
of  the  boys,  including  the  candidates  retained  for  service  in  the  Royal  Engineers 
and  the  Wireless  Telegraphy  Section  of  the  Royal  Navy,  and  the  scheme,  on 
full  maturity,  would  still  leave  so  great  a margin  as  31  per  cent,  to  drift  away 
at  a critical  age.  It  was  true  that,  apart  from  the  500  annually  to  pass  into  the 
Postal  Service  as  sorters,  telegraphists,  and  clerks,  1,280  were  to  become  postmen 
and  160  would  be  drafted  to  the  branches  of  the  active  services  already  referred 
to.  But — and  I invite  your  special  attention  to  the  point — the  Committee 
reported : — 

The  Committee  have  in  contemplation  that  arrangements  should  be  made 
for  those  boys  who  do  not  enter  the  Royal  Navy  or  Royal  Engineers,  but  who 
desire  to  qualify  for  further  Post-Office  employment  by  military  service  in 
accordance  with  their  scheme,  to  do  their  service  in  the  Army  Service  Corps 
or  Roval  Army  Medical  Corps,  leaving  vacancies  for  1,100  and  620  recruits 
annually. 

I think  that  is  sufficient  justification  for  the  charge  that  by  this  new  scheme  we 
are  face  to  face  with  an  attempt  to  recruit  for  the  Army  through  the  Post  Office. 
My  next  point  is  that  the  status  and  prospects  of  the  telegraphists  are  injured 
by  the  employment  of  these  boys  and  girls,  who  are  actually  made  to  do  tele- 
graphists’ work  in  the  busy  summer  season  at  the  minimum  rate  of  pay.  Some 
of  them  would  have  to  become  assistants  in  sub-post  offices,  and  would  thus  lose 
five  years’  seniority  and  a substantial  sum  of  money.  My  final  word  of  criticism 
is  directed  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  for  making  attendance  at 
continuation  schools  compulsory.  As  they  are  not  to  have  their  hours  of  labour 
reduced  the  boys  will  be  compelled  to  attend  these  classes  after  their  ordinary 
duties.  Physically  tired  and  mentally  below  par  they  will  be  unable  to  get  the 
full  value  from  their  tuition.  I think  the  Post  Office  authorities  might  well  follow 
the  example  of  the  best  employers  of  labour  outside  and  give  these  lads  special 
facilities  for  these  extra  studies.  I cordially  recommend  the  resolution  to  the 
support  of  Congress. 

Mr.  J.  McCarthy  (Postal  Telegraph  Clerks)  : I second  this  resolution,  and, 
in  doing  so,  would  like  to  point  out  that  it  really  only  affects  the  Telegraph 
Service,  and  does  not  applp  to  the  entrants  of  the  postmen’s  class.  It  is  fully 
recognised  that  provision  in  that  direction  has  to  be  made  for  time-expired  Army 
and  Navy  men.  We  are  only  directly  concerned  with  the  500  lads  who  are  each 
year  under  the  scheme  to  obtain  permanent  appointments  upon  the  indoor  staffs. 
In  my  opinion,  the  most  retrograde  part  of  the  whole  scheme  is  that  portion  which 
restricts  entrance  into  the  Service  to  those  boys  whose  parents  have  withdrawn  them 
from  school  at  the  age  of  about  13  or  14.  This  must  seriously  restrict  the  field  of 
selection  so  far  as  the  general  public  is  concerned.  In  a word,  we  may  say  that 
“no  secondary  school  boy  need  apply.”  This  is  a rank  injustice  to  those  parents 
in  moderate  circumstances,  who  have  perhaps  made  considerable  personal  sacrifices 
to  enable  their  boys  to  obtain  a secondary  education.  Girl  probationers  are  also  to 
be  brought  into  the  Service  under  similar  conditions.  In  my  opinion,  the  scheme 
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will  prevent  the  Post  Office  from  obtaining  the  best  available  material  to  the 
detriment  of  a great  public  service.  I hope  Congress  will  pass  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

GOVERNMENT  INSPECTION  OE  RAILWAY  OFFICES. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Rowlands  (Railway  Clerks)  moved:  — 

That  having  regard  to  the  high  death  rate  from  consumption  amongst 
railway  clerical  workers,  this  Congress  reaffirms  its  opinion  that  railway  offices 
should  be  subjected  to  statutory  regulations  as  to  sanitation,  ventilation, 
overcrowding,  inspection,  etc.,  and  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
to  urge  the  Government  to  give  facilities  for  the  passage  of  the  Bill  promoted 
by  the  Railway  Clerks’  Association  with  that  object. 

He  said  : Most  of  these  offices  are  in  a very  bad  condition.  They  are  verminous 
and  insanitary,  and  while  the  deaths  from  consumption  in  the  country  as  a 
whole  is  22  per  cent.,  it  is  42  per  cent,  amongst  railway  clerks.  Our  association 
has  done  a good  deal  to  improve  the  lot  of  the  railway  clerk  in  the  matter  of 
wages,  but,  after  all,  good  health  is  of  much  more  consequence  than  good  wages. 
Our  health,  we  are  bound  to  declare,  can  only  be  properly  looked  after  by  a vote 
in  the  House  of  Commons  and  by  asking  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  lay 
our  case  before  the  Government.  Mr.  Wardle,  the  Member  for  Stockport,  has 
introduced  a Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons,  which  has  received  its  First  Reading, 
and  this  Bill  stipulates  for  the  provision  of  a certain  amount  of  air-space,  ventila- 
tion, and  light  in  the  offices,  and  also  provides  that  they  shall  be  kept  in  a clean 
and  sanitary  condition.  Therefore,  I submit  the  resolution  to  the  Congress  in  the 
confident  hope  that  it  will  be  heartily  supported,  so  that  we  may  be  helped  in  our 
efforts  to  place  upon  the  Statute  Book  a law  which  we  have  come  to  regard  as 
the  charter  of  the  railway  clerks. 

Mr.  W.  Duggleby  (Railway  Clerks)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

INSPECTION  OF  OFFICES. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Elvin  (National  Union  of  Clerks)  moved:  — 

In  view  of  the  continued  hold  of  consumption  and  other  pulmonary  diseases 
upon  clerks,  due  to  the  unhealthy  conditions  under  which  they  have  to  work, 
this  Congress  reiterates  its  opinion  that  all  offices  and  places  in  which  clerks 
have  to  work  should  be  brought  within  the  scope  of  the  Factory  Acts  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  requests  the  Government  to  grant  facilities  for  the  passing  of 
the  Offices  Regulation  Bill,  drafted  by  the  National  Union  of  Clerks,  and 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman,  M.P. ; further, 
this  Congress  requests  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  approach  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  Home  Secretary,  without  delay,  urging  upon  them  the 
importance  of  the  Government  assisting  the  passing  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  (No.  2)  Bill  as  it  stands  at  present,  by  which  all  basement  offices  will 
be  included  in  the  Factory  Acts. 

He  said : Congress  has  already  approved  the  principle  of  the  first  part  of  the 
resolution,  and  it  is  the  latter  portion  to  which  I desire  to  call  special  attention. 
This  Bill  was  introduced  in  the  House  of  Lords  a short  time  ago,  and  has  for  its 
object  the  inspection  of  underground  workshops.  The  National  Union  of  Clerks  has 
been  able  to  get  an  amendment  to  that  Bill  by  which  postmen’s  offices  shall  be 
inspected.  Unfortunately,  the  Government  has  reserved  to  itself  the  right  to 
oppose  that  amendment  in  the  Autumn  Session ; we  are  very  anxious  that  this 
Congress  should  pass  this  resolution  urging  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  do 
what  it  possibly  can  to  get  the  Government  to  support  the  amendment  when  die 
Bill  comes  before  the  House  of  Commons.  I just  want  to  give  the  Congress  an 
illustration,  to  show  how  important  it  is  that  this  amendment  should  be  carried. 
For  some  time  past  now,  the  National  Union  of  Clerks  has  been  carrying  on  an 
inquiry  into  the  conditions  under  which  clerks  are  working,  and  the  three  illustra- 
tions I want  to  give  you  refer  to  postmen’s  offices.  This  is  the  first  one:  “ The 

office  is  draughty  and  insufficiently  warmed;  the  clerks  are  completely  surrounded 
by  dusty  books  and  bundles  of  papers.”  Several  clerks  in  that  office  have  died  of 
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consumption.  The  next  description  concerns  another  office  in  Liverpool:  “It  is 

draughty.  No  less  than  160  clerks  working  in  a space  120ft.  by  20ft.  It  is  a 
regular  Black  Hole  of  Calcutta.  In  one  part  of  the  office,  in  which  seven  clerks  work, 
no  natural  light  enters  except  through  the  other  end  of  the  office.  Strong  artificial 
light  is  necessary  for  the  major  portion  of  the  day.  No  proper  ventilation,  open 
windows  near  the  dust-bin,  so  the  air  is  often  thick.”  The  condition  of  the  third 
office  is  the  worst  of  the  lot.  It  is  described  as  very  dirty,  and  swarming  with  rats, 
seven  being  caught  in  one  week.  Young  girls  were  at  work  in  the  office,  but  although 
the  inspectors  called  in  other  parts  of  the  building,  they  never  visited  this  office. 
I think  you  will  agree  that  these  illustrations  show  the  necessity  of  getting  the 
amendment  passed  to  whicl^  I have  alluded.  I hope  Congress  will  pass  the  resolution 
unanimously,  and  that  the  Parliamentary  Committee  will  do  all  it  can  to  get  the 
Bill  through. 

Mr.  A.  Black  (National  Union  of  Clerks)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

NATIONALISATION  OF  RAILWAYS,  LAND,  MINERALS,  MINES,  AND  CANALS. 

Mr.  H.  Smith  (Miners’  Federation)  moved:  — 

That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congress  all  land,  minerals,  mines,  railways, 
and  canals  should  be  nationalised  in  the  interests  of  the  nation,  commerce, 
and  the  well-being  of  the  people  generally,  and  further,  having  regard  to  the 
admittedly  unsatisfactory  position  of  the  railways,  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
trading  and  travelling  public,  and  the  employes,  this  Congress  emphatically 
expresses  its  opinion  that  the  policy  of  joint  working  agreements,  tending  as 
it  must  to  the  formation  of  combines  and  subsequently  to  the  development  of 
one  great  trust  or  amalgamation  under  private  capitalistic  control  is  not 
calculated  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  either  the  public  or  the  employes, 
and  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  urge  upon  the  Government  the 
necessity  of  promoting  legislation  for  national  ownership  in  lieu  of  the  policy 
laid  down  in  the  Government  Railway  Bill  now  before  Parliament. 

He  said : I think  we  realise  that  it  is  time  we  nationalised  the  mines,  especially  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  in  some  of  the  coalfields  the  men  are  earning  less  than  5s. 
per  day.  I submit  to  this  Congress  that  mines  collectively  are  a going  concern,  and 
that  men  ought  not  to  be  asked  to  go  down  to  work  in  one  district  for  less  money 
than  in  another.  We  are  moving  towards  nationalisation,  because  we  realise  the 
necessity  for  increased  safety.  Nearly  five  men  and  boys  are  killed  each  day  in  the 
mines,  and  560  are  injured,  and  we  are  told  by  the  railway  authorities  that  in 
one  year  450  railwaymen  are  killed  and  24,000  injured.  Under  these  circumstances 
it  is  high  time  we  did  something  to  put  a stop  to  this  havoc  among  human  lives. 
But  let  me  say  that  neither  the  miners  nor  the  railwaymen  desire  to  see  these 
things  nationalised  from  selfish  motives,  but  in  the  general  interest  of  the  whole 
community.  Take  the  question  of  prices.  Scores  of  hundredweights  of  coal  are  got 
for  a less  cost  than  Id.  per  cwt.,  while  you  people  in  the  large  centres  are  paying 
from  Is.  3d.  to  Is.  5d.  for  the  same  coal.  In  1896  there  arose  from  the  coal  mines 
of  this  country  195,361,260  tons  of  coal,  to  the  value  of  £57,190,147.  In  1900, 
when  we  went  to  war  in  South  Africa  and  did  not  know  what  we  went  to  war  for, 
we  raised  225,181,000  tons.  That  marks  an  increase  over  the  1896  figure  of 
29,820,040  tons,  and  for  this  extra  quantity  the  coalowners  actually  received 
£64,462,449!  Someone  may  say,  “ What  do  the  miners  get  out  of  that?”  We  got 
less  than  £11,000,000,  while  the  people  were  shouting  “Rule  Britannia !”  and  “Britons 
never  shall  be  slaves !”  In  1906  the  selling  price  of  a certain  class  of  coal  was 
10s.  6d.  per  ton  for  export,  and  in  1907  it  rose  to  14s.  9d.  Someone  may  ask  what 
the  miners  got  out  of  that  advance.  Well,  they  got  no  more  than  an  increase  of 
5 per  cent.  And  in  other  cases,  when,  owing  to  the  advance  in  prices,  the  owners’ 
profits  went  up,  our  proportionate  increase  was  even  less.  In  the  case  of  another 
class  of  coal,  which  was  10s.  per  ton  in  1906  for  export,  and  14s.  6d.  per  ton  in 
1907,  we  got  an  increase  of  4£  per  cent.  Another  kind  of  coal  went  up  to  20s.  per 
ton  for  export,  or  5s.  per  ton  increase  on  the  year,  and  our  advance  came  to  no  more 
than  8d.  per  ton ! I want  the  public  to  remember  that  while  we  stand  for  the 
nationalisation  of  these  industries,  we  are  really  considering  the  general  welfare 
of  the  community.  I am  not  going  to  deal  with  the  latter  part  of  this  resolution, 
because  our  railway  friends  will  explain  that  part  of  the  proposition.  But  I think 
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I have  sufficiently  indicated,  by  these  facts  and  figures,  that,  so  far  as  the  mines 
are  concerned,  the  only  true  solution  of  the  problem  is  that  the  workers  should  own 
the  means  of  production  and  distribution.  (Cheers.)  The  workers  cannot  too  soon 
understand  that  the  only  obstacle  in  the  way  is  their  own  lack  of  unity.  They 
can  nationalise  anything  if  they  are  sufficiently  united  and  determined.  (Cheers.) 
I hope  the  Government  will  make  no  mistake  about  this  matter,  we  mean  to  test 
every  candidate  as  to  their  views  on  this  subject,  and  if  the  Trade  Union  leaders 
will  play  their  part  properly,  we  shall  get  a better  response  from  the  rank  and  file 
than  we  have  done  hitherto.  (Loud  cheers.) 


rotation  ' ; ■»■>  great  plea™,  to  second  this 

resolution,  and  in  doing  so  I wish  to  impress  upon  the  Congress  the  urgency  for 

Committed  We  dot  “ TrUT™'7  “d  P“'siste„%  by  the  PariSZta^ 
Committee.  We  do  say— and  like  the  mover  of  the  resolution,  I am  only  goins  to 

radwavs0  T P°  ft  °n  the  <*uestion  of  the  nationalisation  of  the 

railways,  there  is  need  for  swift  action  on  our  part.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  railway 
boaids  and  the  companies  themselves,  remember,  are  moving  quickly  and  effective^ 
m a certain  direction  that  is  likely  to  frustrate  our  intentions.  The  resolution  refers 

that 16Thatynolic01  +7  f af+temen^’  aDd  1 Wi8h  t0  Say  a WOrd  0r  two  ^out 
1007'  policy  on  the  part  of  the  railway  companies  has  been  in  full  swing  since 

1907,  -when  we  had  the  all-grades  movement  throughout  the  country  Since  then 
^ °f  growth  of  the  trade  of  ^is  country,  the  railwa^ 

to  the^orknofetlSe<i  byi  about  f7>d°0»000  per  annum,  involving  an  enormous  addition 
to  the  work  of  the  railways,  the  latest  Board  of  Trade  figures  show  that  there  are 
actually  12,591  less  men  employed  to  deal  with  this  enormous  traffic!  Instead  of 
introducing  the  policy  of  reducing  the  excessive  number  of  hours,  they  fired  the  men 
Snnrfnm  ® ^ mcreased  tbeir  own  Pr°b*s.  They  are  making  an  extra  solid 

fknnnnnn  + nm°: 618  L Dunng  three  years-  the  profits  have  risen  from 

£45  000,°0q  to  £48,500  000  on  the  year.  That  is  within  the  limited  scope  allowed  in 
that  direction  under  the  law  as  it  now  stands.  But  this  splendid,  enlightened,  and 
.Radical  Government  has  introduced  a Bill,  which  strangely  enough  was  given  its 
first  reading  on  April  1st,  for  giving  this  enormous  capitalistic  organisation— 
and  it  is  practically  one,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Railway  Companies  Association— 
to  give  it  power  to  levy  still  heavier  toll  upon  the  community.  You  know  that 
already  every  man  who  wants  to  take  his  wife  and  family  down  to  the  seaside  has 
to  pay  more  for  his  tickets,  and  in  commercial  travelling  he  has  to  pay  more  for  his 
season  ticket.  And  still  the  Government  proposes  to  give  them  power  to  charge 
more,  because  they  say  they  cannot  afford  to  increase'wages  or  reduce  the  working 
hours.  It  is  most  monstrous,  and  makes  for  the  Americanising  of  our  railways  - 
they  will  soon  be  in  one  great  combine,  and  we  know  enough  of  combines  to  under- 
stand what  power  they  can  exercise  over  the  legislation  of  a country.  We  know  they 
can  do  what  they  like  with  the  public  and  put  the  Government  in  their  pocket 
And  that  is  no  exaggeration.  This  very  Railway  Bill  proves  that,  here  in  England 
the  railway  interest  can  get  the  Board  of  Trade  in  its  pocket  if  it  wants  to  do  so’ 
They  have  already  persuaded  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  to  let  them  go  on  with  this 
amalgamation  by  introducing  this  Bill,  which  will  relieve  them  from  the  necessity 
of  coming  to  the  House  of  Commons  for  further  powers.  You  know  how  very 
useful  indeed  have  been  the  opportunities  that  have  been  afforded  from  time  to 
time  of  voicing  the  claims  of  Labour  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  connection  with 
the  various  Railway  Bills.  But  here  is  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  actually  proposing  to 
leave  Sir  Frederick  Banbury  and  Lord  Claud  Hamilton  and  their  myrmidons 
to  carry  on  their  business  free  from  the  control  of  Parliament ! The  time  has  come, 
surely,  for  vigorous  action  on  our  part.  We  have  already  had  an  interview  with 
the  Prime  Minister,  and  he  has  promised  that,  after  seeing  the  representatives  of 
the  railway  companies,  he  will  confer  with  us  again.  I have  been  lately  across  the 
Continent  of  Europe  to  see  how  railway  nationalisation  works  there,  and  I find 
that,  in  countries  where  the  conditions  are  analogous  to  those  in  this  country,  it  has 
been  an  unqualified  success.  If  anyone  tells  you  it  has  been  a failure  in  France  or 
Austria,  that  is  no  reason  why  it  should  be  a failure  here.  At  all  events,  we  want 
it  tried  here.  One  of  the  most  important  points  to  bear  in  mind  is  that  since  the 
railways  have  been  nationalised  the  death-rate  from  accidents  on  the  Continent  has 
been  reduced.  Moreover,  the  rates  and  fares  have  been  reduced,  until  there  is  no 
comparison  between  the  charges  current  in  connection  with  the  Continental  railways 
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thatt  have  been  nationalised  and  those  prevailing  in  respect  of  the  railways  of  this 
country.  I am  convinced  that  no  work  is  more  promising  for  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  than  this  matter  of  the  nationalisation  of  our  mines,  railways,  and 
canals.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  P.  Walls  (Blastfurnacemen) : I am  exceedingly  pleased  with  the  way  this 
question  is  developing.  We  have  had  two  Bills  drafted  and  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Committee  recently,  and  during  the  last  few  years  the  Miners’  Federation,  that 
most  powerful  body,  has  thrown  in  its  lot  with  us  upon  this  question.  You  have 
heard  something  about  the  effects  of  the  present  system  upon  the  mining  and 
railway  industries,  and  I should  like  to  tell  you  how  it  affects  the  iron  and  skilled 
industries.  No  trade  is  more  badly  handicapped,  so  far  as  royalty  rents  and 
railway  rates  are  concerned,  than  these.  The  miners’  first  hour  is  given  to  my 
Lord  Tom  Noddy.  (Mr.  Walls  proceeded  to  quote  figures  as  to  the  heavy  royalty 
charges  on  minerals  in  this  country  and  the  comparatively  low  charges  on  the 
Continent  in  respect  of  royalties  and  railway  rates,  pointing  out  that  the  margin 
of  difference  on  a ton  of  steel  was  as  much  as  11s.  lOd.)  That  shows  the  difference, 
and  it  comes  home  practically  to  every  trade  in  this  country.  Then  we  have  the 
question  that  what  affects  the  nation’s  commerce  must  affect  the  prosperity  of 
the  worker,  and  in  that  consideration  the  conditions  of  labour  are  inevitably 
involved.  While  we  have  no  right  to  assume  that  the  whole  of  the  conditions  of 
labour  will  be  satisfactory  if  the  railways  were  nationalised,  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  they  would  be  considerably  improved.  If  the  general  body  of  organised 
workers  make  up  their  minds,  they  have  the  power  to  bring  about  this  change. 
We  hear  a lot  of  talk  about  confiscation,  but  we  have  no  desire  to  confiscate 
anything.  If  the  present  owners  were  given  Government  bonds  of  4 per  cent,  they 
would  be  glad  to  get  rid  of  their  shares.  I maintain  that  in  the  interests  of  the 
conditions  of  the  workers,  in  the  interests  of  the  safety  of  their  daily  lives,  and  in 
the  interests  of  the  commerce  of  the  nation,  this  is  one  of  the  most  important 
questions  we  are  faced  with  to-day,  and  I am  pleased  to  see  the  increased  interest 
that  is  being  taken  in  it. 

Mr.  E.  Friend  (Bookbinders) : I rise  to  support  the  resolution  because  I am 
persuaded  that  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole  community  if  this  policy 
could  be  carried  into  effect.  Just  before  the  last  great  miners’  strike  we  saw  on  the 
placards  of  the  capitalist  newspapers  references  to  the  “ selfishness  ” of  the  miners 
because  they  wanted  5s.  per  day  underground.  It  must  be  seen  now  that  they  are 
not  selfish,  because  they  are  prepared  to  support  nationalisation  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  community.  This  question  should  be  seriously  considered,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  directors  of  public  companies  are  able  to  charge  the  public  exorbitant 
prices  for  coal  while  the  workers  have  no  increase  in  wages  to  meet  the  extra 
demands  that  are  made  upon  them.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  public  are  being 
robbed  by  these  national  monopolies,  which  are  raising  the  prices  day  by  day. 
It  is  not  the  business  of  Trade  Unions  to  send  delegates  to  foreign  countries  to  know 
whether  it  would  pay  the  oountry  to  nationalise  the  railways.  The  point  is,  are 
the  public  to  be  exploited  in  this  manner  from  time  to  time?  If  the  railway 
companies  can  make  £45,000,000  for  idle  shareholders,  it  is  quite  obvious  that 
the  people  of  the  country  could  run  the  railways  themselves  and  cheapen  the 
charges.  With  regard  to  coal,  we  ought  to  send  men  to  t-he  local  councils  to 
bring  about  the  municipalisation  of  the  coal  supply.  That  would  bring  us  much 
nearer  to  the  solution  of  our  difficulties  than  any  other  policy  which  we  might 
adopt. 

Mr.  G.  Milligan  (Liverpool  Dockers) : I rise  to  oppose  the  resolution,  not  in 
antagonism  to  anything  that  has  been  said.  (Laughter.) 

The  President:  Half  a minute,  my  friend.  You  are  not  going  to  get  a speech 
in  that  way ! Do  you  oppose  the  resolution  ? 

Mr.  G.  Milligan:  I say  that  if  these  two  words  “all  land”  were  excluded 
from  the  resolution,  I would  support  it,  but  these  two  words,  which  have  been  so  much 
ignored  by  the  speakers,  contain  the  principle  of  collectivism,  to  which  the  majority 
of  the  delegates  are  opposed.  Collectivism  may  be  right  or  wrong,  but  we  ought  not 
to  be  committed  to  a principle  of  which  we  do  not  approve.  I can  assure  you,  in 
my  opinion,  this  Congress  is  walking  past  itself.  There  may  come  a time  when  the 
majority  of  our  members  will  believe  in  collectivism,  but  those  members  with  whom 
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I am  in  contact  do  not  believe  in  it  so  far  as  the  land  is  Concerned.  With  the 
remainder  of  the  resolution  I do  not  disagree.  It  may  be  that  the  majority  of  the 
delegates  at  this  Congress  would  bring  about  collectivism  if  they  had  the  power, 
but  they  would  not  have  the  majority  of  their  members  with  them. 

Mr.  R.  Smillie  (Miners’  Federation) : The  fact  that  this  resolution  affirms  the 
principle  that  all  land  should  be  national  land,  held  nationally  and  used  in  the 
interests  of  the  whole  community,  does  not  mean  collectivism.  It  means  collective 
ownership  of  land,  but  it  does  not  mean  collectivism  in  the  sense  that  I understand 
it,  and  in  the  sense  that  the  last  speaker  seems  to  understand  it.  Collectivism  means 
a good  deal  more  than  that.  As  a matter  of  fact,  there  are  countries  in  the  world 
where  land  is  collectively  held,  and  they  are  as  far  from  collectivism  as  ever.  But, 
after  all,  I do  not  know  that  the  majority  of  Trade  Unionists  are  not  in  favour  of 
collectivism ; certainly  the  majority  of  the  intelligent  Trade  Unionists  are  in  favour 
of  it.  (Laughter.)  The  miners  are  tired  of  passing  resolutions  on  this  question, 
and  they  are  now  going  to  take  action,  and  I do  not  want  the  miners  two  months 
hence  to  be  charged  with  disloyalty  to  this  resolution  when  we  produce  our  Bill 
for  the  nationalisation  of  the  mines.  We  believe  that  we  know  more  about  mines 
than  the  majority  of  people  outside  the  ranks  of  the  miners;  and  we  do  not  think 
we  shall  be  acting  disloyally  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee  nor  to  the  Congress, 
after  they  dispose  of  this  resolution,  if  we  initiate  and  carry  through  an  active 
propaganda  throughout  the  country  in  favour  of  the  nationalisation  of  the  mines. 
We  will  give  the  railwaymen  every  assistance  in  a similar  movement  for  the 
nationalisation  of  the  railways,  and  we  are  prepared  to  adopt  the  same  attitude 
with  regard  to  the  land  question.  We  shall  appeal  to  the  Trade  Unionists  of  the 
country  to  assist  us  in  ripening  public  opinion  on  this  question  of  the  nationalisation 
of  the  mines.  We  know  the  dangers,  and  we  think  we  shall  be  able  to  bring 
forward  a Bill  that  will  be  generally  acceptable  to  the  majority  of  the  workers.  We 
are  not  concerned  about  the  propertied  class.  During  our  miners’  strike,  you  will 
remember  that  some  of  the  most  impoi’tant  railway  companies,  a few  days  before  the 
strike  began  threw  off  a large  portion  of  their  railway  clerks  and  reduced  their 
services,  presumably  because  they  thought  they  had  not  got  enough  coal  for  their 
traffic.  That  is  not  true.  They  had  enough  coal  to  satisfy  their  full  requirements 
for  at  least  14  weeks.  In  my  opinion  they  acted  in  this  manner  because  they 
had  a conference  with  the  Government  officials,  and  the  Government  officials  and 
he  railway  companies  combined  together  to  defeat  us.  I do  not  want  you  to  think 
that  if  all  these  things  were  nationalised  we  should  be  in  Heaven.  We  would  still 
have  to  nationalise  Parliament,  if  the  mines  or  anything  else  were  nationalised  to- 
morrow, and  the  Government  would  have  to  be  reckoned  with. 

A card  vote  resulted  as  follows : — 


For  the  resolution  1,789,000 

Against  16,000 

Majority  for  1,773,000 


The  President  : That  is  what  I call  good  sound  material  for  the  Government  to 
work  upon  ! (Laughter  and  cheers.) 

FREE  ACCESS  FOR  CABS  TO  HYDE  PARK. 

Mr.  L.  Russell  (London  Cabdrivers)  moved:  — 

That  this  Congress  reaffirms  the  resolution  passed  at  the  Bath  Congress 
in  1907,  and  at  Newcastle  in  1911,  that  the  Parliamentary  Committee  assist 
the  Executive  of  the  London  Cabdrivers’  Trade  Union  to  obtain  free  access 
to  all  parts  of  Hyde  Park  when  carrying  fares. 

He  said : I have  no  intention  to  take  up  much  of  your  time  on  this  question.  I 
only  want  to  say  that  this  question  has  been  fully  dealt  with  at  previous  Congresses. 
This  matter  affects  the  public  as  well  as  the  cabdrivers.  We  are  endeavouring, 
through  the  assistance  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  to  get  Hyde  Park,  which 
is  a national  park,  thrown  open  to  cabs  as  freely  as  it  is  now  open  to  motor-cars. 
(Hear,  hear.)  It  is  disappointing  to  thousands  of  visitors  to  London  to  find  that 
they  have  to  be  dropped  at  the  gates  of  the  Park,  instead  of  being  taken  round  what 
is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  parks  in  London.  We  say  that  if  the  public  is  called 
upon  to  pay  for  the  upkeep  of  the  Park,  as  they  have  to  do,  they  have  a right  to 
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expect  free  access  to  the  Park  on  equal  terms  with  the  solect  few  who  are  now 
permitted  to  use  it. 

Mr.  A.  Smith  (London  Cabdrivers):  I second  this  resolution.  I notice  that  in 
the  miners’  official  newspaper  there  is  a paragraph  concerning  a miners’  impressions 
of  the  business  transacted  at  this  Congress,  and,  with  respect  to  this  demand  of 
ours  for  free  access  to  Hyde  Park,  he  says  this  resolution  has  been  so  long  upon  the 
Agenda  that  if  it  is  not  soon  passed  there  will  be  no  need  for  it  to  bo  passed  at  all, 
as  there  will  be  no  cabs  to  enter  the  Park ! I would  like  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
who  wrote  those  Congress  impressions  that  wo  are  going  to  have  airships  presently, 
and  then  we  shall  be  able  to  drop  him  in  the  Park  ! (Laughter.) 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

AMENDMENT  OF  LONDON  CAB  AND  MOTOU-CAK  ACTS. 

Mr.  A.  Smith  (London  Cabdrivers)  moved:  — 

That  this  Congress  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  assist  the 
London  Cabdrivers’  Trade  Union  in  obtaining  the  following  amendments : 
(a)  To  alter  or  amend  the  London  Cab  Act  of  1896,  so  that  any  person  or 
persons  defrauding  cabmen  can  be  dealt  with  in  a summary  manner ; (6)  to  alter 
or  amend  the  Motor-car  Act,  so  that  motor  cabs  licensed  by  the  authorities 
shall  only  pay  15s.  wheel  duty,  irrespective  of  weight. 

He  said : This  is  a different  resolution  to  the  one  you  have  just  passed.  It  is  not 
generally  known  that  we  are  bound  to  pay  15s.  a year  wheel  duty  to  the  Inland 
Revenue.  When  the  motor  was  introduced  there  was  no  idea  of  using  it  in  con- 
nection with  public  vehicles,  but  the  Act  did  not  alter  the  price,  and  we  are 
charged  by  weight,  which  is  a very  serious  matter.  (Laughter.)  Instead  of  being 
compelled  to  pay  according  to  the  weight  of  the  motor-cab,  we  ought  to  pay  15s., 
which  is  all  the  motor-omnibuses  have  to  pay.  There  is  another  serious  matter 
which  is  brought  out  in  the  first  part  of  the  resolution.  This  relates  to  the  mechanism 
of  the  cab,  which  operates  unfavourably  to  the  driver.  In  the  old  days,  he  was  able 
to  protect  himself  by  calculating  in  his  own  especial  fashion  that  13d.  was  Is.  3d., 
15d.  was  Is.  5d.,  and  18d.  was  Is.  8d.  (Loud  laughter.)  But  the  taximeter  has  put 
a stop  to  that,  and  robs  the  public  more  than  the  driver  ever  knew.  It  also  robs  the 
driver,  for  he  has  to  pay  in  all  the  meter  registers  whether  the  fare  pays  or  not. 

And  although  the  taxi-cab  has  revolutionised  the  cab  trade,  it  has  failed  to  get 

rid  of  the  bilker.  We  have  a number  of  people  coming  to  London  who  make  us 
drive  them  to  establishments  with  a second  exit.  When  they  alight  they  go  in  at  the 
front  and  pass  out  at  the  back.  (Laughter.)  Oh,  it  is  awfully  funny, 
especially  for  the  driver ; for  his  meter  is  registering  4s.  per  hour,  and  the 
man  loses  the  money  from  the  fare,  and  he  cannot  pay  the  company,  which  in  a 
sense  is  a double  loss.  We  ask  that  the  Parliamentary  Committee  should  assist 
us  to  get  some  power  from  Parliament  to  detain  a person  of  that  character  when  we 
can  catch  hold  of  him.  At  present  it  is  like  the  dog  and  his  first  bite  ; the  law 

allows  you  to  bilk  us  once,  but  we  want  to  give  that  money  to  our  wives  and 

children,  so  that  they  can  grow  up  as  fat  as  me ! (Laughter  and  cheers.) 

Mr.  L.  Russell  (London  Cabdrivers)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  BOARD  TO  CONTROL  LICENSED  VEHICLES. 

Mr.  A.  Smith  (London  Cabdrivers)  moved:  — 

That  this  Congress  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  assist  the 
London  Cabdrivers’  Trade  Union  to  obtain  an  alteration  of  Sections  11  and  12 
of  the  Metropolitan  Public  Carriage  Act,  1869  (32  and  33  Viet.,  c.  115),  for  the 
purpose  of  appointing  a licensing  board  to  deal  with  and  have  full  control  over 
all  persons  and  vehicles  licensed  under  the  Act,  such  board  to  consist  of 
representatives  of  the  Home  Office,  cabowners,  and  the  London  Cabdrivers’ 
Trade  Union. 

He  said : At  present,  every  man  who  drives  a cab  has  to  pass  a medical  examination 
before  he  is  allowed  to  drive.  He  has,  moreover,  to  come  up  every  five  years  for  re- 
examination, and  whatever  happens  to  that  man  is  at  the  discretion  of  the  police, 
and  the  police  alone,  who  rule  our  lives  and  licence.  Mr.  Churchill  some  time  ago 
appointed  a special  appeal  committee  at  Scotland  Yard  to  hear  all  questions  of 
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disputes  between  the  police  and  the  drivers,  and  I was  permitted  to  be  present  in  the 
interests  of  the  drivers.  But  you  can  all  understand  the  thousand  and  one  things  for 
which  our  members  are  pulled  up  from  time  to  time,  when  it  is  remembered  that  we 
do  our  work  under  the  regulation  of  no  less  than  100  Acts  of  Parliament.  We  can 
get  reported  almost  if  we  look  at  the  wrong  side  of  the  road.  We  say  it  is  not- 
right,  at  this  time  of  day,  that  our  lives  should  be  made  a misery  in  this  fashion. 
We  want  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  get  a democratic  committee  appointed 
where  our  men  can  get  their  licences  and  retain  them,  and  when  allegations  are  made 
against  us  we  should  have  an  opportunity  for  answering  the  charge.  We  have 
charges  made  against  us  at  the  police  stations  by  men  who  refuse  their  names  to 
the  driver,  and  when  the  driver,  who  wants  to  defend  himself,  goes  to  the  police 
station,  the  complainant  does  not  turn  up.  Then  the  police  cap  the  whole  per- 
formance by  refusing  to  divulge  the  name  of  the  person  who  has  lodged  the  complaint 
which  he  has  failed  to  substantiate,  and  this  is  done  “ in  the  interests  of  the  public.” 
We  have  been  to  the  Home  Secretary  about  this  matter,  and  several  Members  have 
asked  questions  about  it  in  the  House  of  Commons,  but  the  game  reply  is  always 
given,  “It  is  not  in  the  interests  of  the  public  that  the  name  of  the  person  should 
be  known.”  There  should  be  a properly  constituted  democratic  committee  dealing 
with  the  licensed  men  in  London,  and  the  trammen  and  the  ’busmen  should  come 
under  it  as  well.  The  committee  should  be  representative  of  the  three  parties 
mostly  interested — namely,  the  cabmen,  the  proprietors,  and  the  Home  Office, 
because  they  should  have  some  voice  in  the  superintendence  of  the  men  who  drive 
about  London . 

Mr.  L.  Russell  (London  Cabdrivers)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

PERSONS  IN  CHARGE  OE  HORSES  AND  VEHICLES. 

Mr.  T.  Allen  (United  Carters,)  moved  : — 

That  steps  be  .taken  by  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Trades  Union 
Congress  to  secure  an  alteration  in  the  law  affecting  horse  drivers  by  the 
introduction  of  a Bill  into  Parliament  to  have  it  enacted  that  every  employer 
of  any  driver  or  person  having  the  care  of  any  wagon,  cart,  or  carriage,  shall 
provide  a competent  person  to  take  charge  of  the  horses  or  animals  attached 
to  any  such  wagon,  cart,  or  carriage  during  the  time  when  any  such  driver 
or  person  having  the  care  thereof  shall  be  engaged  in  delivering  or  collecting 
goods  or  merchandise,  under  a penalty  corresponding  with  that  which  drivers 
are  now  subject  to  for  leaving  horses  unattended  or  being  at  such  a distance 
therefrom  as  not  to  have  the  complete  and  immediate  control  thereof,  under 
Section  78  of  the  Highways  Act,  1835,  and  Section  28  of  the  Town  Police 
Clauses  Act,  1847. 

He  said : At  the  present  time  the  members  of  my  organisation  are  working  under 
great  disabilities  in  the  industrial  centres.  We  are  being  harassed  day  by  day 
through  our  members  being  charged  for  leaving  their  horses  unattended.  Our 
men  are  being  fined  heavily  for  repeated  offences.  I may  say  that  the  average 
number  of  our  summonses  amounts  to  no  less  than  200  per  annum.  We  think  it 
is  a glaring  injustice  that  men  trying  to  earn  an  honest  living  should  be  placed 
in  this  position.  The  driver  is  bound  to  leave  his  horse  while  delivering  the 
goods,  and  if  he  is  only  two  minutes  away  he  is  summoned  and  has  to  pay  the- 
fine  himself.  We  think  that  if  the  proprietor  of  the  van  will  not  find  a competent 
boy  to  look  after  it  he  should  pay  the  fine  himself  when  the  horse  has  to  be  left, 
while  the  driver  is  delivering.  1 hope  this  resolution  will  be  carried,  and  that  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  will  see  its  way  clear  to  draft  a Bill  to  shift  the  burden 
of  responsibility  from  the  shoulders  of  the  man  to  those  of  the  employer. 

Mr.  A.  Grundy  (Carters  and  Lurrymen) : In  seconding  the  resolution,  I should 
like  to  point  out  that  this  is  a question  which  my  society  has  brought  up  in  this 
assembly  for  twelve  years.  We  have  had  great  assistance  from  the  Labour  Party 
in  the  House  of  Commons  in  our  efforts  to  get  this  Bill  through,  but  whenever  it 
is  brought  in  Sir  Frederick  Banbury  is  always  in  attendance,  and  always  objects. 
I do  not  know  exactly  what  the  Parliamentary  Committee  can  do,  but  we  do  ask 
that  every  effort  shall  be  made  to  bring  the  Bill  before  the  House  of  Parliament 
and  get  it  through.  I do  not  know  whether  you  quite  understand  the  difficulties 
under  which  the  carters  suffer,  but  there  is  not  another  body  of  men  engaged  in 
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any  industry  that  is  so  liable  to  police  prosecutions  as  we  are.  And  it  is  becoming 
more  serious  every  day.  The  speeding-up  of  all  kinds  of  vehicular  traffic  is  making 
it  more  difficult  for  the  carters  to  follow  their  occupation.  Up  to  recent  years 
we  have  had  the  privilege  of  walking  by  the  side  of  the  horse’s  head,  but  the  police 
are  now  compelling  us  to  have  hold  of  the  bridle,  or  to  keep  the  horse  under  full 
control  by  holding  the  reins.  With  regard  to  the  fines  for  leaving  the  horse  while 
delivering  goods,  that  is  obviously  a gross  injustice  to  the  drivers.  A man  is 
turned  out  with  a load  of  merchandise,  and  he  has  to  deliver  it  to  the  order  of 
the  customer.  He  cannot  take  the  horse  with  him  into  the  shop  ; he  has  to 
leave  it  outside  without  control,  and  then  he  is  hauled  up  and  fined.  I have  had 
to  sit  upon  the  Bench  myself  and  impose  fines  upon  men  for  this  kind  of  thing, 
and  it  is  a situation  which  I strongly  protest  against.  But  it  is  the  law,  and 
while  it  is  there  it  must  be  administered.  But  there  might  be  a little  more 
discrimination  and  intelligence  even  in  the  administration  of  the  law,  and  I say  it 
is  a glaring  injustice  that  men  who  are  following  an  honest  occupation  should 
have  to  submit  to  this  terrible  fining  system.  And  it  does  not  stop  at  fines. 
We  might  be  able  to  cope  with  the  situation  if  it  went  no  further  than  that. 
But  a man  may  be  20  or  30  miles  away  from  home,  and  he  has  to  lose  a day’s 
wage  in  attending  the  police-court  and  pay  his  railway  fare  to  get  there.  I think 
you  will  agree  that  we  have  here  a matter  which  really  ought  to  have  the  kindly 
attention  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee.  We  have  been  told  that  we  ought 
not  to  bring  these  resolutions  here  year  after  year.  I objected  to  that  suggestion 
when  the  question  was  under  discussion,  and  I object  now,  because  it  is  only  by 
persistent  efforts  of  this  kind  that  we  can  get  our  troubles  removed.  I hope  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  will  do  all  it  can  for  us. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

CHARGE  OF  MORE  THAN  ONE  HORSE  AND  VEHICLE. 

Mr.  J.  Fotheringham  (United  Carters)  moved  : — 

That  this  Congress  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  again 
introduce  into  Parliament  a Bill  to  provide  for  the  regulation  of  road  traffic. 
Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  the  Highways  Act,  1835,  or  in  the 
Town  Police  Clauses  Act,  1847,  or  in  any  other  public  or  local  Act,  no  person 
shall  act  as  the  driver  or  have  sole  charge  of  more  than  one  cart  or  carriage 
drawn  by  one  or  more  animals  in  any  highway,  street,  road,  or  lane;  and 
no  person  shall  fasten  or  allow  to  be  fastened  to  the  rear  of  any  such  cart 
or  carriage,  any  other  cart  or  carriage  drawn  by  one  or  more  animals,  or  any 
animals  drawing  a cart  or  carriage,  and  any  person  acting  in  contravention  of 
this  enactment  shall  be  liable  to  a penalty  not  exceeding  20s.  for  each  offence. 

He  said : I move  this  on  behalf  of  my  society,  because  we  believe  that  the  custom 
complained  of  is  an  injustice  both  to  the  men  and  the  horses.  We  often  hear  the 
talk  about  “one  man  one  job,”  but  we  consider  we  are  doing  two  jobs  when  we 
are  driving  two  horses  and  carts,  one  fastened  behind  the  other.  What  with  the 
new  inventions  on  the  roads  for  speedy  mechanical  traffic  and  the  general  speeding 
up  and  congestion  of  traffic  we  are  being  robbed  of  the  roads  altogether.  They 
are  being  turned  into  railway  tracks  by  the  tramways  and  motor  buses  and  motor- 
cars, and  it  is  quite  unjust  to  the  carters  that  they  should  be  expected  to  accept 
responsibility  for  the  risks  arising  out  of  the  task  of  taking  charge  of  two  horses 
and  two  carts.  This  ought  to  be  altered.  We  have  been  in  front  of  Mr.  Churchill. 
I went  myself,  and  when  I got  in  front  of  him  at  the  Home  Office  I got  a lot  of 
sympathy.  He  said  he  had  seen  this  practice  in  operation  himself  when  he  was 
Member  for  Oldham,  and  he  believed  it  was  a great  injustice,  but  he  had  not  the 
time  to  bring  a Bill  forward.  We  want  the  roads  to  be  in  such  a condition  that 
we  can  travel  along  them  like  other  persons  in  charge  of  one  horse  and  one  cart. 
We  only  get  an  extra  couple  of  shillings  for  driving  two  horses  and  vehicles,  so 
it  is  ridiculous  for  the  employers  to  say  they  would  be  ruined  if  they  stopped  the 
practice.  We  know  the  thing  could  be  done,  but  we  shall  have  to  go  to  Parlia- 
ment for  relief,  and  we  hope  the  Parliamentary  Committee  will  help  us  as  much 
as  possible. 

Mr.  A.  Grundy  (Carters  and  Lurrymen)  : I second  this  resolution  from  the 
humanitarian  point  of  view,  for  there  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  this  practice 
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inflicts  great  suffering  upon  the  horse  attached  to  the  second  cart.  It  is  also  one 
of  the  greatest  sweating  processes  that  I am  acquainted  with.  We  have  heard  a 
good  deal  at  this  Congress  about  people  working  under  unfair  conditions,  and 
we  heartily  sympathise  with  them,  but  here  is  a clear  case  of  gross  sweating, 
which  gives  rise  to  unemployment,  because  one  man  is  doing  two  men’s  work 
for  one  wage.  We  ought  especially  to  have  the  help  of  the  miners  in  our  attempts 
to  remove  this  evil,  because  it  is  in  the  colliery  districts  where  the  practice  is  put 
in  operation. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

LICENSING  OE  DRIVERS  OF  VEHICLES. 

Mr.  Will  Godfrey  (London  Carmen)  moved:  — 

That  this  Congress  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  assist  the 
London  Carmen’s  Trade  Union  with  their  Licensing  Bill,  which  was  presented 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  March  13th,  1912,  by  C.  W.  Bowerman,  M.P. 

He  said : It  is  not  necessary  to  say  very  much  on  this  question.  You  will  see  by 
the  resolution  that  the  London  carmen  have  prepared  a Bill  in  accordance  with 
the  previous  decisions  of  Congress.  The  Secretary  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
has  the  Bill  in  hand,  and  all  we  ask  you  to  do  to-day  is  to  instruct  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  to  help  us  to  get  the  Bill  through,  so  that  all  carmen  may 
be  licensed. 

Mr.  J.  Fotheringham  (United  Carters)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

refusing  to  work  with  non-unionists. 

Mr.  Will  Godfrey  (London  Carmen)  moved:  — 

That,  in  the  interests  of  Trade  Unionism,  and  with  a view  to  securing 
the  full  benefits  of  awards  and  agreements  fought  for  and  obtained  by  Trade 
Unionists,  this  Congress  is  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  Trade 
Unionists  should  refuse  to  work  with  non-unionists. 

He  said  : I have  been  told  that  it  requires  a certain  amount  of  daring  to  move 
this  resolution.  I have  been  given  to  understand  that  it  is  a very  bold  step  to 
suggest  to  Congress  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  Trade  Unionists  to  refuse  to  work 
with  non-unionists.  I want  to  say,  Mr.  Chairman  and  fellow  delegates,  that,  in 
my  opinion,  the  Trade  Union  organisations,  up  to  now,  have  been  the  most 
benevolent  organisations  in  existence.  Members  of  the  Trade  Unions  fight  for 
improved  conditions  for  the  trade  and  support  the  movement  out  of  their  wages. 
The  wives  of  the  members  go  short  while  the  strike  is  on,  and  the  children  go 
short  as  well.  The  non-union  man  does  absolutely  nothing  to  build  up  the 
organisation  to  improve  the  working  conditions,  but  after  the  strike  and  the 
suffering  are  over  the  Trade  Unionists  allow  the  non-union  man  to  come  in  and 
reap  the  reward  of  the  work  of  the  Trade  Unionists.  We  do  not  find  this  kind  of 
magnanimity  among  the  professional  classes.  In  the  medical  profession  the  non- 
unionist  is  barred  ; the  doctor  who  works  as  a doctor  must  have  the  certificate 
from  his  association,  which  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  his  union  card.  No  one 
is  allowed  to  put  a plate  on  his  door  stating  he  is  a medical  practitioner  without 
complying  with  the  rules  of  the  association.  The  lawyer  is  in  the  same  position. 
You  must  pass  through  the  recognised  society  and  get  your  card  before  you  can 
practice  as  a lawyer.  If  a lawyer  works  under  price  the  Law  Society  says  he  is  not 
a fit  and  proper  person  to  be  a lawyer,  and  the  Law  Society  expels  him.  I notice 
that  our  President,  in  his  excellent  address — one  of  the  best  we  have  ever 
heard  at  the  Trades  Union  Congress — said  he  thought  the  time  was  not  far  distant 
when  the  non-unionists  would  be  with  their  fellows  in  the  ranks  of  Trade  Unionism. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  society  I represent,  and  in  my  own  opinion  also,  we  shall  never 
be  able  to  get  that  which  we  are  fighting  for  until  all  who  are  working  in  the 
trade,  or  in  connection  with  the  trade,  are  in  our  ranks.  Many  non-unionists  say, 
“ I am  as  good  as  you,  although  I have  not  got  a card,  and  when  the  time  comes 
you  will  not  find  me  wanting.”  But  the  Trade  Union  card  is  the  outward  and 
visible  sign  of  sincerity.  I move  this  resolution  because  the  time  is  ripe  when 
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Trade  Unionists  should  refuse  to  work  with  non-unionists,  in  the  interests  of  the 
men  we  are  fighting  for,  and  in  the  interests  of  Trade  Unionism  generally.  (Cheers.) 
Mr.  J.  Y.  Wills  (Bricklayers)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Chandler  (Railway  Clerks) : I rise  to  oppose  the  resolution. 

The  President  : Then  the  debate  must  be  adjourned,  and  we  will  go  on  with 
the  resolution  at  the  top  of  page  50,  entitled  “Independent  Political  Action. 

The  debate  on  Mr.  Godfrey’s  resolution  accordingly  stood  adjourned. 

INDEPENDENT  POLITICAL  ACTION. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Seddon  (Parliamentary  Committee)  moved:  — 

That  this  Congress  reaffirms  its  continued  support  of  independent  working- 
class  political  action  in  helping  the  industrial  fight  for  a more  equitable 
share  of  the  wealth  produced,  and  also  declares  for  a larger  share  of  repre- 
sentation, national  and  local,  in  view  of  the  continued  centralisation  of  social 
and  industrial  questions  in  the  hands  of  the  Government  and  local  authorities. 

He  said  : In  presenting  this  resolution  I am  not  unmindful  of  the  fact  that  I am 
getting  into  the  zone  of  heat,  nor  am  I blind  to  the  further  fact  that  on  several 
occasions  during  the  week  the  principle  of  the  resolution  has  been  referred  to. 
But  I think  we  are  bound  to  present  this  resolution,  so  that  we  may  have  a clear 
expression  of  opinion  upon  certain  ideas  that  have  been  initiated  and  brought 
forward  during  the  last  few  months.  Independent  political  action  started  with 
the  Congress  at  Plymouth  in  1899,  and  since  then  the  Labour  Party  has  been 
growing  in  numerical  strength.  In  1906  it  was  unfortunate  for  the  principle 
of  independent  political  action  that  many  people  ran  away  with  the  idea  that  with 
the  advent  of  the  Labour  Party  30  strong  our  Trade  Unions  were  back  numbers 
and  would  have  no  further  work  to  do.  And  as  a result  of  that  idea  the  enthusiasm 
that  was  created  in  1906  has  had  a set-back,  and  some  of  our  former  supporters 
are  holding  up  their  hands  in  despair  and  are  telling  us  that  the  only  weapon  is 
the  general  strike  for  the  improvement  and  betterment  of  the  workers  of  this 
country.  Now,  with  reference  to  this  old  idea  in  a new  dress,  it  may  be  argued  that 
Syndicalism  will  become  a force,  but  I think  it  will  only  become  that  in  con- 
nection with  a society  that  has  lost  faith  in  itself.  It  has  been  said  that  a man 
who  has  lost  faith  in  himself  has  committed  suicide,  and  that  particularly  applies 
to  the  Trade  Union  movement.  But  this  gathering  is  a lively  testimony  to  the 
fact  that  we  retain  faith  in  ourselves,  not  only  upon  the  political  field,  but  also 
in  the  Parliamentary  arena.  Syndicalism  is  a tribal  instinct.  It  is  alien  to  the  social 
organism  of  which  we  are  a component  part.  So  far  as  the  workers  of  this  country 
are  concerned,  we  cannot  afford  to  leave  the  political  side  to  our  masters  and 
those  who  control  our  industrial  destinies.  We  have  a relationship  that  goes 
beyond  our  industry,  and  while  as  Trade  Unionists  we  must  fight  persistently 
and  consistently  for  our  economic  emancipation  we  must  never  forget  that,  while 
we  are  endeavouring  to  secure  the  full  fruits  of  our  labours,  we  have  responsibilities 
to  other  sections  of  the  community  and  to  other  peoples  under  the  British  flag. 
Those  who  have  been  in  the  House  of  Commons  can  speak  with  some  authority  as 
to  the  necessity  for  independent  political  action.  I am  not  one  of  those  who 
believe  that  independent  action  means  putting  out  the  Liberals  to  put  the  Tories 
in.  It  means  putting  them  both  out  and  putting  the  working  classes  in.  (Cheers.) 
The  appearance  of  our  colleagues  from  America  is  a clear  indication  that  we  have 
other  interests  beyond  the  industrial  side  of  our  life.  They  declared  that  war 
was  a menace  to  the  workers  of  the  world.  We  have  seen  in  this  country  a great 
political  party  taking  a backward  step.  I have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the 
present  occupant  of  the  Foreign  Office,  Sir  Edward  Grey,  is  one  of  the  most 
reactionary  Foreign  Secretaries  we  have  ever  seen,  and  he  is  entering  into  secret 
alliances  that  may  create  complications  in  the  near  future.  For  that  reason  we  want 
Labour  men  in  Parliament  to  dictate  foreign  policy,  and  to  ensure  that  it  shall 
be  one  of  peace  and  goodwill  to  the  workers  in  every  part  of  the  world.  (Cheers.) 
This  resolution  also  calls  to  mind  that  free  political  action  is  entering  into  our 
methods  more  than  ever.  You  have  had  Acts  of  Parliament  placing  responsibility 
upon  the  local  authorities,  and  we  are  asking  that  the  workers  shall  have  a.  larger 
share  in  their  administration  and  that  they  shall  have  a larger  share  in 
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the  moulding  of  those  Acts,  so  that  they  shall  be  more  in  accord  with  our 
wishes.  Those  who  say  that  independent  political  action  is  a failure  cannot  have 
watched  our  development  year  by  year.  Many  of  the  items  that  were  formerly  upon 
our  programme  have  crystallised  into  Acts  of  Parliament.  For  how  many  years  did 
the  delegates  from  the  Trade  Unions  come  to  this  Congress  asking  for  old  age 
pensions  on  behalf  of  our  industrial  veterans  ? They  are  not  all  we  want  in 
that  direction,  but  they  have  established  the  principle  we  have  fought  for,  and 
if  anyone  suggests  that  they  are  non-effective  as  at  present  enacted  I would 
recommend  him  to  go  to  any  part  of  the  country  and  ask  the  old  people  who  have 
been  saved  from  the  haunting  fear  of  the  workhouse  as  to  whether  they  have 
been  a blessing  or  not.  (Cheers.)  The  same  argument  applies  in  the  case  of 
the  Workmen’s  Compensation  Act.  Here  you  have  large  sums  of  money  being 
awarded  as  compensation  to  those  who  are  injured  in  the  course  of  their  employ- 
ment. The  class  I belong  to  had  their  right  of  coming  under  this  Act  contested 
by  Lord  Gladstone,  but  we  stood  together,  and  the  Labour  Party  supported  us, 
and  now  I am  glad  to  know  that  the  shopworkers,  domestic  servants, 
and  others  have  been  brought  within  the  scope  of  the  Workmen’s  Compensation 
Act.  These  and  other  Acts  of  Parliament  prove  absolutely  the  need  for  a Labour 
Party  in  this  country,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  increase  their  numbers,  and  so  show 
that  we  believe  in  political  action.  Instead  of  condemning  the  Labour  Party, 
we  should  do  all  in  our  power  to  hasten  the  day  when  it  will  dominate  the  political 
councils  of  this  nation.  (Loud  cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  Sexton  (Liverpool  Dockers)  : I want  to  second  this  resolution,  and  I 
want  to  endorse  what  Mr.  Seddon  said  as  to  this  being  a most  opportune  time 
for  discussing  this  question.  I do  this  for  more  reasons  than  one,  but  the  main 
reason  is  that  since  the  advent  of  the  Labour  Party  in  the  House  of  Commons 
the  young  man  in  a hurry  has  not  been  satisfied  with  the  progress  we  have  been 
making  in  Parliament.  (Hear,  hear.)  Quite  so!  I expected  that.  Well  now, 
I like  the  young  man  in  a hurry.  He  is  a very  necessary  element  in  any  movement, 
but  I want  to  remind  the  young  man  that  it  does  not  follow  that,  when  he  has 
moved  a resolution  to  the  effect  that  “ in  the  interest  of  the  proletariat  the 
time  has  now  arrived  ” for  something  to  be  done  he  has  found  and  applied  the 
remedy.  The  “time  has  now  arrived”  to  do  everything  for  that  matter,  but 
you  cannot  do  everything  with  the  limited  material  you  have  at  your  disposal 
in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  fault  for  these  delays  lies  at  the  door  of  the 
working  classes  of  this  country,  who  restrict  the  supply  of  Labour  men  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  on  that  account  this  new  development  has  arisen  in  our 
midst.  There  is  no  finality  to  the  development  of  the  Labour  movement ; it  would 
be  a bad  job  for  the  workers  if  there  were,  and  any  man  who  fancies  that  the 
sending  of  Labour  men  to  the  House  of  Commons  is  going  to  stop  the  progressive 
thought  in  the  Labour  movement  is  living  in  a fool’s  paradise.  But  what  is  this 
new  thought  that  has  been  thrust  upon  us  ? I want  to  ask  these  young  men  in  a 
hurry  what  it  is  they  want  to  put  in  the  place  of  direct  representation?  I am 
told  that  “ the  time  has  now  arrived  ” for  direct  action.  That,  in  other  words, 
is  the  policy  of  Syndicalism.  Well,  now,  I respect  the  opinions  of  every  man, 
no  matter  how  extreme  they  may  be,  and  the  Syndicalist  has  as  much  right  as 
anyone  else  to  express  his  honest  conviction.  But  I want  to  ask  him,  when  he 
tells  me  that  politics  are  played  out,  and  that  the  time  has  come  now  when 
Parliament  and  all  belonging  to  it  should  be  dead  and  damned 

A Delegate  : Oh,  spare  the  damn  ! (Laughter.) 

Mr.  J.  Sexton  : I am  quoting  their  own  words.  I want  to  ask  them  what 
they  advocate  in  its  place,  and  I am  told  this:  “Industrial  Syndicalism,  physical 
force,  a commune  where  the  trades  and  industries  shall  control  and  conduct  the 
industries  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  work  them.”  But  the  only  way  they  are 
going  to  get  that  is  by  civil  war.  There  is  no  way  out  of  it.  In  other  words, 
they  are  going  to  destroy  before  they  build  up.  But  how  can  you  build  up  out 
of  destruction  ? We  have  at  least  a basis  to  work  upon  now.  And  supposing,  in 
the  wildest  imagination,  these  men  should  succeed  ? You  have  to  face  two 
important  facts.  To  enter  into  a civil  war  you  have  to  face  the  fact  that  all  the 
implements  of  war  are  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  And  you  have  to  face  the  fact 
that  the  food  of  the  people  is  also  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  You  are  faced  with 
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more  to  get  their  Eight- Hour  Day  passed  by  Parliament.  We  have  the  bakers 
asking  for  an  eight-hour  day,  and  the  bakers’  representative  said  they  were  going 
?o  receive  it  as  the  miners  had  received  it,  so  they  will  presumably  have  to  wait 
something  like  25  years  also ! In  the  present  state  of  political  opinion  when  our 
candidates  in  three-cornered  contests  are  coming  out  at  the  bottom  of  the  poll, 
you  cannot  afford  to  neglect  the  opportunity  of  educating  public  opinion  by  the 
united  demand,  the  power  of  the  strike,  to  enforce  some  reasonable  conditions 
of  employment,  and,  if  possible,  assisted  by  the  political  party  in  the  House  of 
Commons  to  remove  those  conditions  that  most  unjustly  retard  the  developmen 
SuTSnlic  freedom  of  the  workers.  I sag  that  by 

will  have  to  wait  too  long ; we  must  not  disregard  the  value  of  our  strength  as 
Trade  Unionists  as  well  as  politicians.  I shall  support  the  resolution  but  P 
the  Congress  will  not  lightly  cast  aside  the  means  at  its  disposal  to  assist  the 
political  machine  to  secure  for  us  what  it  cannot  get  by  separate  action  alone. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr.  N.  Ablett  (Miners’  Federation)  : I rise  to  oppose  the  resolution. 

A Delegate  : Whom  do  you  represent  ? 

Mr.  N.  Ablett  : The  Miners’  Federation. 

Several  Miners’  Delegates  : He  does  not  represent  us! 

The  President  : You  must  settle  that  amongst  yourselves  afterwards.  Mr. 
Ablett  has  the  floor. 


Mr.  N.  Ablett  : I am  not  much  concerned  with  what  they  call  me.  I think 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  is  to  be  condemned  for  putting  a resolution  like 
this  upon  the  Agenda,  and  the  arguments  which  have  been  produced  m its 
support  have  simply  been  so  much  begging  of  the  question.  (Hear,  hear.)  I want 
them  to  produce  the  slightest  evidence  to  show  that  the  Syndicalist  is  opposed  to 
political  action.  What  we  say  is— and  that  is  what  you  have  been  saying  this  week 

that  the  workmen  have  lost  that  sublime  confidence  they  used  to  have  m the 

exclusive  use  of  the  political  machine.  It  is  not  so  much  that  we  are  young  men 
in  a hurry.  If  you  say  that  to  us  in  a good  spirit  we  shall  reply  m equal  friendliness. 
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that  we  think  you  are  political  Methuselahs.  (Loud  laughter.)  You  come  here 
passing  resolutions,  and  do  nothing  else.  Mr.  Seddon  referred  to  the  American 
delegates’  remarks  on  the  subject  of  war,  and  built  upon  them  an  argument  for 
sending  Labour  men  to  Parliament.  I say  this  is  your  Parliament.  We  stand,  if 
I may  be  allowed  to  say  so,  the  Syndicalists  stand  for  making  this  Trades  Union 
Congress  the  industrial  Parliament  of  the  future,  to  make  it  representative  of 
the  men  we  send  here,  and  to  make  those  men  subject  to  our  Parliament.  I contend 
that  there  is  no  work  that  is  being  done  to-day  which  cannot  be  organised 
industrially.  I am  agreed  with  Mr.  Seddon,  if  Mr.  Seddon  will  come  to  our 
Parliament,  to  work  out  a new  society  in  passing  laws.  We  are  convinced  that 
the  creating  force  is  in  the  workmen  of  the  world,  and  we  do  not  stand  for  ourselves 
in  this  matter,  but  for  the  whole  community.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  John  Turner  (Shop  Assistants) : This  resolution  places  us  very  much 
in  the  position  that  Mr.  Ramsay  Macdonald  told  us  that  the  Tory  Party  tried 
to  put  the  Labour  Party  in  on  the  floor  of  the  House.  The  resolution  is  not  quite 
a straight  fight  between  the  parties  of  industrial  and  political  action.  If  I were 
speaking  here  for  myself,  I should  be  directly  opposed  to  the  resolution,  but  it 
is  worded  so  cleverly  that  it  represents  the  feeling  of  the  large  majority  of  those 
in  the  country.  The  overwhelming  majority  of  the  people  believe  in  political 
action,  the  same  as  they  do  in  many  other  superstititions.  Let  me  take  for  an 
instant  just  one  attitude  with  respect  to  my  colleague  Mr.  Seddon.  Mr.  Seddon 
and  I,  of  course,  are  the  best  of  friends,  and  we  work  together  in  the  same  trade, 
but  we  do  not  see  eye  to  eye  on  this  question.  He  spoke  of  Sir  Edward  Grey  and 
his  reactionary  policy  in  connection  with  foreign  affairs.  I want  to  know  how 
many  centuries  it  will  be  before  we  control  the  foreign  policy  of  the  country.  If 
we  return  the  Labour  Members  to  Parliament  with  a governing  majority,  what 
would  they  do?  Would  there  be  a great  economic  change?  You  know  very  well 
what  would  happen.  In  Australia  they  have  a Labour  Parliament,  and  in  Australia 
they  have  conscription.  The  Labour  Party  has  had  to  throw  overboard,  immediately 
it  accepted  responsibility,  all  the  planks  in  its  platform  which  might  have  brought 
relief  to  the  workers.  Not  only  have  you  got  conscription  in  Australia,  but  the 
Labour  Party  there  is  responsible  for  collecting  the  interests  on  foreign  loans. 
What  has  happened  in  Australia  would  happen  here.  We  have  to  face  the 
political  situation  frankly,  and  we  have  to  face  the  aspirations  of  the  people 
in  the  same  way,  and  to  tell  them  that,  while  we  may  lend  a left-handed  support 
to  those  who  may  be  in  the  House  of  Commons  watching  our  interests  there,  our 
place  is  really  outside,  creating  our  own  position,  which  shall  undermine  and 
finally  topple  over  the  institutions  they  now  represent  because  we  are  not  strong 
enough  to  make  institutions  of  our  own  to  take  their  place. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Roberts  (Typographical  Association)  : It  does  not  appear  to  me 
that  there  has  been  so  far  any  opposition  to  the  resolution.  There  can  be  none. 
Mr.  Havelock  Wilson  cannot  oppose  it,  and  I am  going  to  tell  him  why.  Because, 
when  he  wanted  something  done  for  the  sailors,  he  did  not  rely  solely  upon  his 
union,  but  came  to  Parliament  to  accomplish  what  his  union  could  not  do.  (Cheers.) 
This  resolution  will  do  good.  I am  one  of  those  who  believe  that  we  ought  to 
use  the  industrial  and  the  political  machine  together.  Unfortunately,  many 
Socialist  rhetoricians,  prior  to  1906,  deluded  the  Labour  men  into  thinking  that 
the  millennium  would  arrive  with  the  entry  of  a few  Labour  men  into  the  House 
of  Commons,  but  if  you  want  more  work  to  come  out  of  political  action  you  must 
have  less  squabbling  in  Congress  and  more  work  in  the  constituencies.  The  unfor- 
tunate characteristic  of  the  British  minds  also  afflicts  the  Labour  people  of  this 
country.  First  of  all,  we  had  Trade  Unionism ; then  we  started  on  political 
action and  now  we  come  along  to  the  idea  that  there  was  nothing  to  be  compared 
with  Trade  Union  action.  I used  to  be  a young  man  in  a hurry,  but  I am  not  so 
any  longer.  (Laughter.)  Well,  what  is  the  use  of  going  into  Parliament  if  you 
do  not  come  out  a little  wiser?  Recently,  we  have  had  a movement  springing  up 
in  this  country,  and  they  have  told  us  that  political  action  is  useless.  We  have 
been  told  that  the  general  strike  is  the  one  great  weapon  for  the  worker  to  use. 
I am  against  the  general  strike.  Why,  you  people  who  advocate  this  policy  of 
the  general  strike  have  not  yet  realised  the  resisting  power  of  the  property  classes. 
What  happened  in  London  in  connection  with  the  dock  strike  ? Your  people  were 
starved  into  submission,  and  the  only  hope  the  transport  workers  had  was  that 
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some  of  their  members  might  remain  at  work  and  help  them  to  eke  out  a miserable 
existence.  You  must  remember  that  our  movement  is  a dual  one.  If  the 
Syndicalists  succeeded  in  getting  the  mines  for  the  miners  and  the  railways  for 
the  railwaymen— if  they  succeeded  in  accomplishing  . their  aim— they  would  still 
require  political  action.  What  you  win  by  force  you  must  hold  by  force,  and  you 
would  not  be  able  to  control  the  Army  and  Navy  unless  you  had  control  of  the 
political  machinery.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  W.  Brace  (Miners’  Federation) : I have  listened  with  much  interest  to 
the  speeches  that  have  been  delivered  against  the  motion  introduced  by  the 
Parliamentary  Committee.  Mr.  Ablett,  who  speaks  for  himself  and  himself  alone, 
has  displayed  the  usual  looseness  of  action  that  a number  of  people  are  disposed 
to  indulge  in  nowadays.  He  is  a delegate  here  for  the  Miners’  Federation,  and  no 
man  has  the  right  to  speak  in  this  Congress  other  than  under  the  instructions  of 
his  Federation. 

Mr.  Ablett  : On  a point  of  order.  The  Miners’  Federation  left  this  an  open 
question.  (Cries  of  “No.”) 

The  President  : That  is  your  quarrel ; it  has  nothing  to  do  with  us. 

A Delegate  : To  a point  of  order.  Does  Mr.  Brace  speak  his  own  convictions, 
or  is  he  speaking  according  to  the  instructions  from  the  Miners’  Federation? 

The  President  : That  is  not  a point  of  order.  You  are  asking  for  information. 

Mr.  Brace  : No  man  has  a right  to  come  here  and  make  a speech  other  than  in 
accordance  with  instructions  and  resolutions  arrived  at  by  a majority  of  his 
Federation. 

A Delegate  : Mr.  Brace  has  no  right  to  make  these  statements. 

Mr.  Brace  : I hope  you  will  observe,  Mr.  President,  that  I have  been  delayed. 

The  President  : Yes,  I am  making  a note  of  it. 

Mr.  Brace  : If  you  do  not  want  to  hear  my  arguments  you  can  make  as  much 
row  as  you  like  and  I will  not  contest  with  you.  I am  taking  the  perfectly 
legitimate  point  that  no  delegate  who  is  a representative  of  a society  has  a right  to 
come  here  and  advocate  any  policy  other  than  that  arrived  at  by  his  society. 

A Delegate  : I rise  to  a point  of  order. 

The  President  : Sit  down,  and  let  Mr.  Brace  finish  his  speech.  I do  hope 
the  delegates  will  restrain  themselves. 

Mr.  Brace  : I am  bound  to  make  the  point  that,  as  chairman  of  the  South 
Wales  Miners’  Federation,  which  Mr.  Ablett  represents,  I am  the  official  speaker 
here  or  I am  nothing.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  sentiments  expressed  by  Mr.  Ablett 
are  neither  the  majority  sentiments  of  the  South  Wales  Federation  nor  of  the 
Miners’  Federation  of  Great  Britain.  I have  always  contended  for  the  right  of 
the  workers  to  use  the  strike  when  they  are  disposed  to  do  so,  but  the  strike  is  a 
weapon  which  should  be  used  as  a last  resource.  I have  always  stood  in  favour  of 
negotiation  and  conciliation  for  settling  our  disputes,  if  possible,  by  arbitration 
and  reason,  but  when  we  have  failed  to  secure  fair  terms  of  employment,  and  no 
alternative  is  left  but  to  strike,  I have  always  unhesitatingly  declared  for  the 
strike.  I stand  for  the  policy  of  the  dual  principles  which  Mr.  Roberts  has  spoken 
of.  Labour  cannot  afford  to  be  without  representation  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  Whether  we  like  it  or  not,  we  are  bound  to  go  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  for  it  is  Parliament  itself  that  must  be  the  instrument  for  winning  that 
freedom  and  economic  emancipation  that  will  make  life  what  we  want  it  to  be. 
The  miners  could  have  had  what  they  wanted  years  before  by  Trade  Union  effort 
if  they  had  been  disposed,  but  they  knew  that  the  employers  would  take  advantage 
of  their  opportunity  to  swoop  down  upon  us  and  take  it  away  again.  We,  there- 
fore, thought  it  best  to  wait  for  legislative  action,  knowing  that  when  we  had  an 
Act  of  Parliament  it  would  be  much  harder  for  capital  to  take  that  reform  from 
us.  You  have  passed  resolutions  in  favour  of  the  nationalisation  of  railways 
and  mines,  but  by  what  medium  are  you  going  to  secure  them  if  not  through  the 
machinery  of  Parliament  ? It  is  because  I am  convinced  that  Syndicalism  is 
morally  indefensible  and  economically  impracticable — because  I believe  that  the 
Labour  movement  must  have  the  dual  power  of  industrial  action  to  fight  its 
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battles  at  home  and  of  political  action  to  fight  its  battles  in  the  House  of  Commons 
that  I unhesitatingly  associate  myself  with  the  motion. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Stuart  (Postmen’s  Federation)  : My  objection  to  this  resolution  is 
because  it  is  not  a straightforward  attack  on  Syndicalism.  If  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  had  any  courage  they  would  come  here  and  put  down  a resolution 
condemning  Syndicalism  outright.  They  had  not  the  courage  to  do  that.  They 
put  down  a resolution  which  no  one  can  oppose.  That  is  very  astute,  no  doubt,  but 
it  is  not  the  straightforward  attack  on  Syndicalism  such  as  we  ought  to  have  had. 
Mr.  Sexton  says  that  someone  has  said  that  Parliament  is  dead  and  damned. 
Well,  I am  not  sure  that  Parliament  is  dead,  but  I have  only  to  turn  to  Sexton’s 
past  speeches  to  find  that  it  has  been  damned  a dozen  times  over.  (Laughter.) 
Let  us  be  quite  clear  as  to  what  Syndicalism  really  is  in  this  country.  Whatever 
it  may  be  in  France  or  elsewhere,  it  is  here  a protest  against  the  inaction  of  the 
Labour  Party.  Mr.  Roberts  has  told  us  that  if  we  had  less  squabbling  we  should  do 
better,  but  if  we  had  more  independence  we  should  have  less  squabbling.  He  told 
us  it  is  no  use  going  to  Parliament  unless  you  learn  wisdom.  But  they  also  learn 
discretion,  and  discretion  is  very  often  unwisdom  as  a defence  to  their  policy.  And 
that  is  why  we  have  this  protest  in  the  country  and  Syndicalism  is  making  its 
way.  You  all  condemn  the  general  strike.  Mr.  Brace  did  so,  but  he  made  a 
speech  that  was  absolutely  in  favour  of  the  general  strike.  He  opposed  compulsory 
arbitration.  But  if  you  oppose  compulsory  arbitration,  and  lay  it  down  as  a good 
thing  for  the  miners  that  they  should  have  the  power  of  the  strike,  are  you  not 
saying  that  it  is  a good  thing  for  other  organisations  to  have  the  power  of  the 
strike  ? Nay,  are  you  not  going  further  still,  and  saying  it  is  good  to  be  able  to 
strike  altogether  ? I intend  to  vote  for  this  resolution,  but  I do  not  want  my  vote 
to  be  taken  to  mean  that  I am  satisfied  with  the  present  condition  of  things.  It 
is  not  satisfactory.  We  all  know  that  we  shall  still  have  Labour  Members  appearing 
on  Liberal  platforms,  and  we  shall  still  have  Labour  Members  of  Parliament 
who  will  not  act  independently,  in  spite  of  the  Labour  Whip.  I take  it  we  all 
must  vote  in  favour  of  a resolution  like  this.  It  does  not  mean  that  we  are  satisfied, 
or  that  Syndicalism  is  killed,  but  it  does  mean  that  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
had  not  the  courage  to  fight  a straight  issue. 

Mr.  J.  Havelock  Wilson  (Sailors  and  Firemen)  : Mr.  Roberts  must  be  a thought- 
reader.  He  was  going  to  tell  you  all  I was  going  to  say.  But  he  is  entirely  in 
the  wrong.  I am  a Syndicalist,  and  I am  a Parliamentarian  at  the  same  time, 
and  no  man  has  done  more  than  myself  for  the  Syndicalist  movement.  I think  it 
will  be  generally  admitted  that  I was  the  pioneer  of  the  movement  last  year,  when 
some  of  the  Syndicalists  themselves  were  describing  me  as  a madman.  This 
resolution  has  been  brought  forward  to  ask  this  Congress  to  vote  in  favour  of 
political  action,  and  I suppose  every  man  here  is  in  favour  of  political  action. 
But  while  they  move  that  resolution,  they  at  once  commence  to  attack  the 
Syndicalist  movement.  That  is  cowardly  and  mean  and  contemptible.  It  is 
particularly  cowardly  on  the  part  of  my  friend  Sexton,  because  his  men  in 
Liverpool  owe  their  position  to  the  Syndicalist  movement  of  last  year. 

Mr.  J.  Sexton  (Liverpool  Dockers)  : That  is  not  true,  and  you  know  it  is  not 
true. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson  : All  right.  The  facts  are  known  that  the  sailors  started  the 
fight  last  year,  and  the  dockers  came  into  your  union  in  thousands.  The  object 
of  the  seconder  of  the  resolution  was  practically  to  attack  what  had  been  done 
last  year. 

Mr.  J.  Sexton  : Not  at  all. 

Mr.  J.  H.  W ilson  : It  is  all  very  well  to  rush  away  when  you  are  attacked  and 

get  under  the  lea  of  the  Chairman!  (Laughter.)  I make  no  attack  upon  the 

Labour  Party.  I have  been  long  enough  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  know  what 
men  can  do  and  what  they  cannot  do  there.  But  there  are  men  in  the  Labour 
Party  telling  the  workingmen  of  this  country  that  the  Trade  Union  movement  was 
played  out,  and  that  their  only  hope  of  salvation  lay  in  political  action..  What  is 

Mr.  Snowden  doing?  He  is  telling  them  that  strikes  are  played  out.  Are  the 

delegates  in  this  Congress  going  to  tell  me  that  we  can  depend  upon  political 
action  alone  ? It  took  me  25  years  to  get  through  a proper  scale  of  provisions 
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to  feed  the  firemen  and  sailors,  and  20  years  to  get  the  Workmen’s^Compensation 
Act  applied  to  seamen.  And  then  we  are  to  be  told  by  those  antiquated  Parlia- 
mentarians— let  me  qualify  that — I dp  not  mean  the  majority  of  the  Labour  Party, 
but  I do  mean  those  who  have  stood  on  platform  after  platform  with  this  declara- 
tion— that  Trade  Unionism  is  played  out.  I shall  vote  for  the  rejection  of  this 
resolution. 

Mr.  F.  Hodges  (Miners’  Federation)  : Mr.  Brace  and  one  or  two  others,  in 
discussing  this  resolution,  have  been  advocating  their  own  cause.  This  resolution 
asks  us  to  reform  and  continually  support  all  independent  working-class  political 
action  in  helping  the  industrial  fight.  The  whole  point  suggested  by  this  resolu- 
tion is  contained  in  the  question,  is  there  any  independent  political  action  that 
we  can  support  existing  at  the  present  moment  ? Mr.  Ramsay  Macdonald 
described  Parliament  yesterday  as  something  like  a jungle.*  He  likened  it  unto 
a place  given  up  to  wild  beasts  and  morasses.  I wish  he  were  here  and  could  hear 
me.  (Laughter.)  Mr.  Macdonald  said  we  should  pursue  the  straight  path.  But 
is  there  any  moment  in  the  history  of  the  Labour  Party  when  it  has  pursued  the 
straight  path?  It  has  been  with  its  feet  in  the  morass,  but  it  has  not  cared  to 
tackle  the  fangs  of  the  wild  beasts.  Some  people  are  absolutely  submerged  in  the 
morass,  while  others  are  hidden  in  the  Irish  mists ! One  or  two  have  made  an 
independent  fight  on  their  own  behalf  over  the  Insurance  Act,  but  you  cannot  say 
that,  as  a whole,  the  Labour  Party  has  made  an  independent  fight.  If  the  resolu- 
tion were  more  clear  in  its  terms  we  could  at  least  argue  that  industrial  action 
was  superior  to  political  action,  Jbut  the  resolution  has  been  worded  in  too  subtle 
a manner  to  permit  of  that.  If  you  have  100  political  legislators  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  if  they  are  to  do  any  active  work,  their  work  must  be  destructive 
in  the  most  complete  sense  of  the  term,  because  they  are  there  to  destroy  the 
whole  administration  of  the  capitalist  class.  You  workmen  know  exactly  what 
you  want ; you  need  not  put  men  in  Parliament  to  tell  capitalists  what  you  want. 
We  appear  to  be  in  fear  of  conciliation  and  arbitration,  but  when  you  go  to  the 
House  of  Commons  you  carry  your  conciliatory  policy  with  you.  You  first  go  one 
way,  and  then  another.  You  cannot  show  me  one  point  where  you  have  not  adopted 
this  conciliatory  attitude.  We  are  building  up  our  organisations  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  class  struggle.  Is  not  that  the  meaning  of  this  Trades  Union 
Congress  ? Does  it  :qot  show  that  you  are  out  to  fight  capital  ? Don’t  you  want 
to  fight  capital  in  the  House  of  Commons?  It  is  just  because  they  do  not  fight 
capital  there  that  we  do  not  want  political  action  in  the  old  sense.  The  politician 
should  be  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  destroy,  just  as  the  industrial  unions  are 
out  to  destroy  capital  in  the  most  distinct  sense  of  the  term.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  E.  Friend  (Bookbinders)  : The  Socialists  have  been  accused  of  getting  on 
platforms  and  saying  that  the  Trade  Union  platform  was  played  out.  I deny  that. 
We  have  said  the  Trade  Union  organisation  alone  is  not  sufficient.  I shall  con- 
tinue to  support  the  Labour  Party  because  I believe  independent  political 
action  is  best.  You  say  that  independence  in  politics  is  as  nothing  compared 
with  the  advantages  of  direct  action.  I say  that  in  British  politics  the  independent 
principle  is  a big  support  to  the  Labour  movement,  and  we  fought  strenuously 
to  bring  it  along.  My  complaint  is  not  so  much  concerned  with  what  the  Labour 
Party  is,  but  as  to  whether  it  has  done  its  best  for  us  since  it  has  been  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  I think  they  might  have  done  better.  Take  the  questions 
of  the  Labour  Exchanges  and  the  load-line.  It  was  a most  infamous  thing  to  raise 
the  load-line.  Take  the  Insurance  Act  and  the  Fair  Wage  Clause  and  unemploy- 
ment. In  regard  to  those  questions  they  have  not  done  what  we  expected  them 
to  do.  That  is  why  we  are  having  the  Syndicalist  and  the  industrial  unionist 
bringing  along  their  suggestions  to  the  workers.  You  have  been  flirting  with 
these  things,  and  you  have  gone  away  from  Socialism,  which  you  know  very  well 
is  the  true  remedy.  I want  to  see  something  better  than  a mere  Trades  Union 
Congress,  and  something  better  than  Syndicalism  for  the  development  of  the 
workers.  If  you  get  rid  of  the  political  machinery  you  will  have  anarchy,  and 
you  will  be  worse  off  than  now.  I believe  in  working  for  the  lot.  What  we  are 
suffering  from  is  poverty,  and  when  the  capitalist  asks  us  what  we  want  we 
should  say,  “We  want  the  lot,  the  whole  of  our  emancipation.”  But  if  we  cannot 
get  the  lot,  let  us  be  practical  men  and  get  what  we  can,  provided  that  what  we 
get  is  in  the  direction  of  emancipation.  That  is  what  the  Labour  Party  should 
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keep  in  view.  Mr.  Ramsay  Macdonald’s  speech  to  Congress  yesterday  was  clever, 
but  not  convincing.  I say  that  on  the  Home  Rule  question,  when  the  constitution 
of  the  Irish  Parliament  was  being  considered,  they  should  have  stuck  to  the 
principle  of  the  Single  Chamber.  In  conclusion,  I must  express  my  conviction 
that  we  must  seek  to  revive  the  real  independent  spirit  in  our  political  action, 
and  the  resolution  ought  really  to  say,  “ This  Congress  reaffirms  its  continued 
support  of  real  independent  working-class  political  action.”  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  O’Connor  Kessack  (Liverpool  Dockers)  : Before  I came  into  this 
Congress  I thought  I knew  what  Syndicalism  was,  but  I am  beginning  to  have 
doubts  as  to  what  it  might  be.  When  I came  here  this  afternoon  I thought  it  was 
Anarchism,  and  I find  our  good  friend  Mr.  Havelock  Wilson  declaring  himself  a 
Syndicalist,  and  then  asking  us  to  define  it  for  him!  (Laughter.)  If  Mr.  Wilson 
is  a Syndicalist,  and  is  anxious  to  defend  the  principle,  the  sooner  he  comes 
forward  with  a definition  the  better  it  will  be  for  his  cause.  (Hear,  hear.)  But 
be  failed  to  give  us  a definition  because,  I rather  fear,  Mr.  Havelock  Wilson  is 
himself  not  clear  as  to  what  Syndicalism  is ! For  it  is  quite  untrue  to  say  that 
the  strikes  of  last  year  had  anything  to  do  with  Syndicalism.  To  my  mind,  the 
most  curious  and  interesting  feature  of  this  debate  has  been  the  revelation  it  has 
given  that  the  opponents  of  the  resolution  have,  for  the  most  part,  come  from  men 
who  have  been  trying  to  get  into  Parliament,  men  who  have  been  in  Parliament, 
and  men  who  have  abandoned  all  hope  of  ever  getting  into  Parliament.  (Laughter 
and  cheers.)  Mr.  Stuart  in  his  speech  spoke  in  rather  a belittling  way  of  the 
work  of  the  Labour  Party.  I think  we  might  get  rid  of  cant  at  this  time  of  day. 
I should  like  to  know  what  in  the  name  of  fortune  you  could  do  more  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  Does  Mr.  Stuart  experience  a desire  for  melodrama,  a flare-up,  to  be 
followed  by  the  disgust  of  the  public,  and  the  verdict  of  the  workers  that  Parlia- 
ment is  no  good  ? Mr.  Stuart  says  he  wants  more  independence,  but  I can 
remember  when  he  fought  a by-election  in  Dundee,  and  I remember  I was  requested 
to  go  to  Dundee.  But  Mr.  Stuart’s  agent  bundled  me  out  of  the  place.  I was 
the  young  man  in  a hurry ! (Laughter. ) Moreover,  every  man  who  came  into  the 
constituency  to  help  the  Labour  candidate  was  met  by  Mr.  Stuart’s  responsible 
representative  and  told  that  this  was  a Labour  fight,  and  no  Red  Flag  business 
was  wanted  there!  (Laughter.)  I should  not  have  mentioned  that  little  bit  of 
personal  history  if  Mr.  Stuart  had  not  gone  out  of  his  way  to  make  himself 
disagreeable  to  these  40  men.  Then  there  is  Mr.  Turner,  who  wishes  us  to 
understand  that  he  does  not  like  political  action.  I should  have  thought  that  his 
organisation  did  not  believe  in  anything  else,  judging  by  their  Shops  Bill.  (Cheers.) 
We  have  been  told  that  it  took  the  miners  25  years  to  secure  a certain  measure. 
Well,  that  gives  me  the  exact  measure  of  the  intensity  of  the  people’s  desire  for  it. 
Now,  I am  protesting  to-day  «against  not  only  the  reckless  use  of  the  strike,  but  the 
reckless  talk  about  it.  (Hear,  hear.)  You  cannot  expect  40  members  of  Parliament 
to  bring  in  the  millennium.  We  are  bound  to  go  forward  in  a more  balanced  and 
steady  way  than  in  the  past,  if  we  are  to  achieve  better  results,  but  we  must  realise 
that  the  work  is  slow.  We  have  to  work  hard,  steadily  plodding  along.  It  is  no  use 
depending  upon  the  effects  of  rousing  enthusiasm  at  big  open-air  meetings  with 
wild  flap-doodle  about  the  efficacy  of  the  strike.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  C.  Davis  (London  Compositors) : I am  neither  a young  man  in  a hurry  nor 
a political  Methuselah,  but  I have  been  endeavouring  for  30  years  to  persuade  my 
fellow-workers  to  adopt  the  best  method  for  securing  their  industrial  emancipation. 
Wre  recognise  in  this  hall  that  we  have  organised  ourselves  primarily  for  the  purpose 
of  using  our  industrial  power,  otherwise  we  should  have  organised  in  some  other 
way.  For  a good  many  yeays  now,  large  numbers  of  us  have  been  saying  that  the 
effects  of  our  industrial  action  have  not  been  quite  so  satisfactory  as  we  should  nave 
liked  them  to  have  been.  Then  we  went  in  for  political  action,  and  formed  the 
Labour  Party.  Now  we  come  to  the  question  as  to  whether  we  shall  continue  to 
give  our  support  to  the  Labour  Party.  I say,  Yes.  But  that  does  not  debar  me 
from  also  saying  that  I think  the  Labour  Party  has  not  done  what  it  ought  to 
have  done.  We  are  told1  it  is  a slow  process  in  Parliament.  Very  well,  why  don’t  you 
go  about  the  country  telling  the  people  that  you  cannot  do  anything,  instead 
of  telling  them  that  the  Labour  Party  has  done  everything  that  is  necessary?  I 
remember  some  of  our  Labour  friends  telling  a very  large  audience  that  the  Labour 
Party  was  going  to  do  something  very  wonderful  for  us,  and,  after  all,  we  find  that 
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it  has  done  nothing  wonderful  at  all.  Some  of  our  Labour  Members  worked 
very  hard  indeed  to  make  it  easy  for  the  Liberal  Government  to  puns  tho  Insurance 
Act,  and  now  we  are  up  in  arms  against  it.  If  the  Labour  men  in  Parliament  find 
themselves  unable  to  steer  a proper  course  through  tho  morass  and  the  wild  boasts, 
they  should  come  to  us  and  tell  us  plainly  that  the  morass  and  the  wild  boasts  are 
seeking  their  destruction,  instead  of  telling  us  that  tho  morass  is  going  to  do 

something  for  us.  I say  the  failure  of  the  Labour  Party  is  to  a large  extent 

responsible  for  the  renewed  effort  on  the  industrial  field.  We  should  not  bo 
debarred  from  using  our  best  efforts  industrially  to  obtain  something  for  ourselves 
that  we  cannot  get  at  through  Parliament.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  V.  Wills  (Bricklayers) : This  resolution  is  a very  subtle  one,  because 
I do  not  know  of  any  man  in  this  Congress  who  can  conscientiously  vote  against  it. 
Although  I am  in  an  industrial  union,  and  our  union  has  voted  in  favour  of 
industrial  unionism,  they  are  not  against  political  action,  but,  unfortunately, 

advantage  has  been  taken  by  some  people  to  attack  Syndicalism  or  industrialism 

under  the  cloak  of  this  resolution.  Even  if  this  resolution  is  carried,  it  records  no 
opinion  against  Syndicalism  in  this  Congress.  Mr.  Kessack  has  very  ably  described 
the  opponents  of  this  resolution  as  people  wishing  to  get  into  Parliament  and 
people  who  have  failed  to  get  there.  In  the  same  way,  I might  describe  Mr. 
Kessack  as  a disappointed  industrial  unionist,  because  he  has  done  his  best  to  decry 
the  principle  in  his  speeches.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  read  the  pamphlet,  “ The 
Capitalist  and  the  Unions,  and  the  Way  Out.”  Because  Mr.  Kessack  has  found  a 
way  out,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  workers  have  done  so.  Mr.  Brace  has  made  a 
great  point  of  saying  that  he  represents  the  Miners’  Federation  in  this  matter, 
and  he  decries  the  opinions  put  forward  by  his  fellow-delegate,  Mr.  Ablett.  But 
I want  to  know  where  the  Miners  got  their  mandate  from  to  vote  against  the 
resolution  that  was  first  upon  the  Agenda  of  this  Congress.  The  Miners’  Federation 
held  a conference  last  year,  where  changes  in  their  rules  were  submitted,  and  the 
delegates  went  to  that  conference  with  a mandate.  When  the  question  of  industrial 
unionism  was  discussed,  they  voted  on  that  special  occasion  in  favour  of  all  the 
workers  in  and  about  the  mines  being  organised  into  one  union,  and  yet  the 
miners’  delegates  come  to  this  Congress  and  vote  the  first  resolution  down. 
Where  did  they  get  their  mandate  from  ? 

Mr.  R.  Smillie  (Miners’  Federation) : I may  be  an  old  man  in  a hurry,  and  I 
remember  the  time  when  I was  a young  man  in  such  a hurry  that  I could  hardly  get 
any  speech  in  at  all.  (Laughter.)  I regret  exceedingly  that  this  discussion  has  been 
brought  in  as  a side  issue.  I would  have  preferred  a straight  fight.  I want  to  know 
what  Syndicalism  is.  I do  not  understand  it,  and,  not  understanding  it,  I am  not 
entitled  either  to  accept  it  or  to  condemn  it.  Consequently,  I would  have  been 
glad  had  the  discussion  taken  place  as  a straight  issue,  in  order  to  get  more 
information.  But  there  is  one  thing  that  I do  know,  and  that  is,  that  Syndicalism 
and  Industrial  Centralisation,  as  described  by  the  bricklayers’  delegate,  are  two 
different  things.  I am  personally  in  favour  of  every  person  in  and  about  the  mines 
being  in  one  association,  and  of  every  one  in  ,the  building  trades  being  in  one 
association,  and  we  are  working  in  that  direction.  There  are  some  reasons  which 
I could  give  as  to  why  we  voted  against  the  first  resolution.  It  was  not  because 
•it  was  a resolution  for  the  purpose  of  amalgamating  the  various  unions  in  the 
building  trade,  at  all  events.  But  I want  to  tell  you  where  we  got  our  mandate 
from,  and  I hope  the  bricklayers’  delegate  acted  in  the  same  way.  We  called  our 
delegates  from  every  district,  and  we  carried  out  the  direct  mandate  of  that 
gathering  in  the  vote  we  recorded  on  this  Congress  resolution  to  which  the 
bricklayers’  delegate  referred.  I do  not  object  to  my  friend  Ablett  speaking  in  the 
way  he  has  done  on  this  question.  You  cannot  keep  the  young  men  down  to-day,  and 
we  must  remember  that  we  ourselves  were  once  young  and  unsophisticated. 
(Laughter.)  But  there  is  one  thing  I hope  will  be  withdrawn.  It  is  suggested  that 
strikes  are  used  for  the  purpose  of  fighting  capital.  During  our  strike — and  mark 
you  this,  it  was  as  near  a general  strike  to  fight  capital  as  we  have  ever  witnessed 
— did  we  damage  capital?  Did  we  injure  the  masters?  The  only  people  we  hungered 
to  death  was  our  own  people.  We  got  to  the  verge  of  the  horror  of  revolution,  in 
which  the  blood  of  our  own  people  would  have  been  shed.  But  as  for  the  colliery 
proprietors — the  men  we  were  supposed  to  be  attacking — they  profited  by  that  strike 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  it.  (Cheers.)  When  our  general  strike  was  on, 
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we  went  to  the  Labour  Party,  and  they  immediately  offered  to  place  themselves  at 
our  disposal  in  regard  to  the  action  they  were  to  take  in  connection  with  the 
Bill  which  the  Government  brought  in.  They  said,  “We  will  do  anything  you  wish 
against  the  Bill  as  a Bill,”  and  they  kept  their  word.  They  have  been  thanked  by 
every  miners’  Council  that  has  since  been  held  for  the  way  they  stuck  to  us 
through  thick  and  thin.  To  say  that  the  Labour  Party  has  never  taken  a straight 
and  independent  line  is  untrue.  My  opinion  as  to  what  the  Labour  Party  ought  to  be 
is  very  well  known,  but  I am  not  prepared  to  take  men’s  loyal  service  and  then  to 
blame  them.  (Cheers.)  Such  an  attitude  comes  very  badly  from  a miners’  delegate, 
and  I do  really  think  that  our  friend  should  withdraw  his  statement.  (Cheers.) 

The  President  : I am  going  to  ask  Mr.  Stokes  to  speak,  and  then  Mr.  Berry 
wants  to  make  a statement,  because  he  has  been  misrepresented  in  the  Press  with 
regard  to  his  remarks  yesterday. 

Mr.  J.  Stokes  (Glassblowers)  : The  issue  of  this  resolution  has  been  obscured 
by  those  Labour  Members  who  have  attempted  to  get  up  a debate  on  Syndicalism. 
We  are  asked  to  reaffirm  our  continued  support  to  independent  working-class 
political  action,  and  in  the  speeches  that  have  been  delivered  the  endeavour  has 
been  made  to  show  that  everybody  who  criticised  the  Labour  Party  must  be  a 
Syndicalist.  I have  criticised  the  Labour  Party,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so. 
I claim  that  the  Labour  Party  has  not  been  what  its  best  friends  thought  it  would 
be,  and  it  should  not  object  to  honest  criticism.  The  Labour  Party  have  delegates 
here  as  the  representatives  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress,  and  they  are  members  of 
the  Labour  Party.  They  will  vote  for  a programme  here,  but  the  moment  they 
get  to  work  in  the  House  of  Commons  they  find  there  is  no  programme.  If  they 
come  to  this  Congress  and  ask  for  its  support,  and  this  Congress  carries  resolutions 
year  after  year,  then  the  same  delegates  should  advocate  a programme,  and  that, 
again,  could  be  put  before  the  people  at  the  next  election.  I say  leave  Syndicalism 
to  itself,  it  will  work  its  owTn  destruction.  The  best  weapon  to  use  in  our  industrial 
struggle  is  the  dual  one  of  trade  organisation  and  representation  in  Parliament. 
(Cheers.) 

The  discussion  was  then  adjourned  to  hear  the  statement  of  Mr.  Berry,  one  of 
the  American  delegates. 

AMERICAN  DELEGATE’S  PROTEST  AGAINST  MISREPRESENTATION. 

Mr.  George  L.  Berry  (American  Fraternal  Delegate) : Mr.  Chairman,  I do  not 
desire  to  express  any  opinion  upon  the  resolution  before  Congress,  but  I requested 
an  opportunity  from  your  Chairman  to  make  a statement  in  regard  to  an  article 
published  to-day  in  one  of  the  cosmopolitan  newspapers.  It  is  not  my  custom  to 
permit  myse’f  to  be  used  to  the  detriment  of  organised  labour ; and  whenever 
statements  are  published  which  are  detrimental  to  the  movement,  I resent  them. 
The  newspaper  in  London,  discussing  my  speech  yesterday,  in  which  I compared 
your  movement  with  the  movement  in  America,  declares  that  I said  that  organised 
labour,  to  succeed,  or  progress  in  this  country,  must  drop  politics.  I said  nothing  of 
the  kind.  If  I were  in  this  country,  I should  belong  to  this  organisation,  and  I 
should  follow  your  programme.  It  is  preposterous  for  an  organisation  of  Trade 
Unions  not  to  give  consideration  to  political  action.  We  are  coming  out  in  America 
independently  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labour,  and  we  have  our  representa- 
tives in  Congress  just  the  same  as  you  have  here.  I cannot  understand  just  why 
that  newspaper  bemuddled  the  statement  which  I made  yesterday.  I asked  the 
reporter  about  it,  and  he  stated  that  it  had  been  done  at  the  other  end,  and  I 
believe  him.  I understand  something  about  newspapers.  We  have  30,000  members 
in  connection  with  the  newspapers  on  the  North  American  Continent,  and  I have 
not  very  much  confidence  in  capitalistic  newspapers,  and  if  you  had  included  the 
control  of  newspapers  in  your  programme,  I should  have  said,  “ Hear,  hear.” 
Our  members  have  been  locked  out  by  the  newpapers  in  America,  and  during  the 
six  weeks  of  our  fight  not  one  word  has  been  published  as  to  that  campaign.  We 
have  started  a paper  of  our  own,  and  we  now  have  a circulation,  morning  and 
afternoon,  of  400,000,  and  I trust  the  “ Herald  ” and  the  “ Citizen  ” will  have  a like 
circulation  in  the  near  future.  I trust  my  explanation  will  satisfy  the  delegates. 
(Cheers.) 
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INDEPENDENT  POLITICAL  ACTION. DEBATE  CONCLUDED. 

Mr  J.  Seddon  (Parliamentary  Committee)  concluded  the  debate  °n  ^e  r0Bolu- 
tion  in  support  of  re-affirming  confidence  in  independent 

bv  reolvine  as  follows : We  have  had  a very  interesting  debate,  The  only  criticism 

of  any  import  that  I need  apply  myself  to  is  the  criticism  ¥r ‘ ® >ujj£ 

Mr  Stuart  has  been  a delegate  to  a good  many  Congresses,  but  this  is  the  tirst 
time  S I have6  ever  hea^d  the  doctrine  enunciated  that  the  ^Immentary 
Committee  must  put  down  a resolution  affirming  something  that  has  been  done 
in  the  past  and  an  amendment  to  make  it  mean  something  else.  Mr.  Stuart  had 
a copy  ofthe  Agenda  equally  with  all  the  other  Trade  Union  officials,  and  he  could 
Lve  tabled  an  amendment  had  he  thought  fit  to  do  so  declaring  against  the 
policy  of  direct  politioal  action.  One  other  point,  and  with  this  I have  done 
Mr.  Stuart. 

Mr.  G.  H.  Stuart  (Postmen’s  Federation):  On  a point  of  order.  May  I ask 
Mr  Seddon  how  I or  any  other  person  could  have  put  down  an  amendment  to  a 
resolution  as  if  it  were  a condemnation  of  Syndicalism,  seeing  that  there  is  no 
mention  of  Syndicalism  in  the  resolution  ? 

Mr  J.  A.  Seddon  (Parliamentary  Committee):  Now  Mr.  Stuart  is  shuffling. 
He  says  this  is  a subtle  and  deceitful  attack  upon  Syndicalism,  but  if  lie  thought 
that  he  should  have  brought  forward  an  amendment.  The  proper  place  to  criticise 
the  Labour  Party  is  the  Labour  Part#  Conference.  But,  after  all,  how  long  is  it,  may 
I ask,  since  the  people  Mr.  Stuart  represents  have  lost  their  faith  in  pohtmal 
action?  I have  a good  recollection  of  the  fact  that  when  I was  a Member  of  thb 
House  of  Commons  he  frequently  came  to  me  for  my  assistance,  and  I gave  it  him. 
1 rather  think  the  mail  drivers  of  London,  for  instance,  will  thank  him  and  me  or 
what  we  have  done  for  them  through  political  action.  (Cheers.)  With  regard  to 
Mr.  Turner,  he  has  frequently  had  reason  to  be  glad,  in  the  course  of  his  work,  a 
there  were  Labour  Members  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and,  at  all  events,  I am 
sure  our  members  will  not  thank  him  for  opposing  political  action,  seeing  that  we 
have  secured  a half-holiday  by  statutory  power,  a limitation  of  hours,  and  a definite 
meal-time.  And  we  are  now  asking  Parliament  to  give  us  a 60-hour  week  inclusive 
of  meal-times,  the  resolution  for  which  Mr.  Turner  himself  proposed.  We  have  on 
this  platform  an  esteemed  Member  of  the  Australian  Parliament  Mr.  Price  and  he 
tells  me  there  is  not  one  atom  of  truth  in  the  suggestion  that  the  Labour  Party,  when 
it  assumed  office,  had  to  go  back  on  its  principles.  The  Labour  Party,  he  says 
stands  for  its  programme  in  Australia  as  much  as  ever  it  did.  It  has  not  been  false  o 
its  trust,  and  it  stands  where  it  did  20  years  ago  with  regard  to  the  essential  planks 
in  its  platform.  As  the  men  who  helped  to  create  the  English  Party  twelve  years  ago, 
we  ask  you  to  re-affirm  the  principle  of  independent  political  action,  and  to  declare 
that  we  must  go  on  increasing  the  representation  of  the  workers  m the  House  of 
Commons.  (Cheers.) 

A card  vote  resulted  as  follows  : — • 

For  the  resolution  1*693, 000 

Against  48>000 

Majority  for  1,645,000 

The  announcement  of  the  result  was  received  with  loud  cheers. 


CONGRESS  AGREES  TO  EXTEND  THE  SITTING. 

The  President  : Are  you  prepared  to  sit  for  another  half-hour  ? I think  you 
should,  in  fairness  to  the  other  delegates  who  have  business  to  be  disposed  of  still. 
With  your  permission,  I would  like  to  dispose  of  the  resolutions  relating  to  the 
seamen  and  dock  labourers.  There  was  a discussion  adjourned  at  three  o’clock, 
but  that  debate  had  better  stand  over ; and  if  you  would  take  the  proposals  to  which 
I have  referred,  under  the  heading,  “ Legislation  for  Seafaring  Men  and  Dock 
Labourers,”  I should  be  obliged.  • 

Congress  agreed  to  extend  the  sitting  as  suggested  by  the  President,  and  to 
dispose  of  the  resolutions  from  the  seamen  and  the  dockers. 
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ADEQUATE  MANNING  OF  VESSELS. 

Mr.  G.  Jackson  (Sailors  and  Firemen)  moved:  — 

Recognising  that  the  effective  manning  of  ships  with  a sufficient  number 
of  practical  men  for  deck,  stokehold,  and  engine-room  departments  is  a matter 
or  serious  public  importance,  and  has  received  no  adequate  attention  on  the 
part  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  notwithstanding  the  drastic  nature  of  the  report 
issued  by  the  Board’s  Manning  Committee  under  the  presidency  of  Sir  Edward 
Reed  so  long  ago  as  1896 ; this  Forty-fifth  Annual  Trades  Union  Congress 
calls  upon  the  Government  to  at  once  proceed  with  the  legislation  necessary 
to  provide  that  all  ships  of  the  British  Mercantile  Marine  are  manned  with  a 
sufficient  number  of  efficient  men  in  all  departments  in  order  to  provide,  first, 
for  the  absolute  safety  of  the  whole  of  the  certified  number  of  passengers 
and  crew  carried  in  all  vessels,  and  secondly,  in  order  to  entirely  abolish  the 
excessive  overwork  which  the  men  employed  are  compelled  to  perform  on  so 
many  ships  of  the  British  Mercantile  Marine. 

He  said : At  this  Congress  to-day  we  have  had  a good  many  references  to  the 
condition  of  the  workers  in  our  large  industrial  centres  on  land,  and  now,  in  the 
few  minutes  at  my  disposal,  I want  to  induce  you  to  cast  your  eyes  out  upon  the 
ocean  and  give  a little  thought  to  the  condition  of  the  voteless  and  voiceless  toilers 
of  the  deep.  Before  I put  some  figures  before  you,  I want  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  saying  that  I honestly  believe  that  the  shore-workers  have  no  conception  of  the 
conditions  of  life  that  the  seamen  of  this  nation  have  to  put  up  with.  It  is  said  that 
the  shipping  is  the  support  of  the  empire,  so  it  cannot  be  amiss  to  consider  the 
position  of  the  men  whose  work  is  bound  up  in  this  great  industry.  In  1850,  this 
country  had  5,000,000  tons  of  shipping,  and  for  these  ships  she  had  engaged 
241,380  men  and  boys.  In  1912,  we  have  18,800,000  tons  of  shipping  afloat  and 
registered  in  Great  Britain,  and  at  the  same  time,  on  board  those  ships,  we  have  only 
274,460  men.  We  have  been  startled  of  late  by  the  large  number  of  vessels  which 
have  been  proved,  in  the  course  of  inquiries,  to  have  been  lost  through  ineffi- 
ciency and  insufficiency  of  the  manning.  The  shipowners  have  taken  particular 
notice  that  they  have  had  these  ships  heavily  insured,  and  it  mattered  not,  in  many 
cases,  whether  the  ships  were  lost  or  not,  but  we  are  more  concerned  about  human 
lives  than  ships.  (Cheers.)  In  1895  we  had  a Commission  which  sat  specially  to  consider 
and  inquire  into  the  conditions  in  the  Mercantile  Marine.  Mr.  Havelock  Wilson 
sat  upon  that  Commission,  and  was  instrumental  in  lifting  the  manning  scale. 
Our  movement  has  been  slow.  The  Governments  promise  a good  deal,  but  fulfil  very 
few  of  their  promises.  After  all,  what  did  we  get  P In  the  year  1905  a collision  at 
sea  took  place,  and  334  people  were  drowned.  Then  the  Government  set  up  a 
Commission — I have  always  had  a suspicion  of  these  shelving  Commissions — and 
they  reported  that  there  should  be  six  deck-hands.  You  will  notice  that  we  are  not 
men,  we  are  only  “ hands  ” ! That  means,  that  there  will  be  three  men  in  each 
watch  in  all  ships  of  over  700  tons  register  or  120ft.  long,  and  they  empowered  the 
shipowners  to  put  aboard  their  ships  men  who  knew  as  much  about  shipping  as  a 
pig  knows  about  astronomy.  They  put  men  on  board  who  had  never  seen  a ship 
before  in  their  lives,  and  w’ho  had  never  been  near  the  coast  of  this  country.  When 
a strike  came  on,  that  is  how  they  manned  their  ships.  We  have  to-day  ships  floating 
about  which  are  30  years  old,  and  they  are  in  danger  of  going  to  the  bottom  any 
day.  You  can  put  your  feet  through  the  upper  plates  of  them,  but  you  cannot  get 
anyone  to  take  action  to  have  them  taken  out  of  the  service.  Thirty  years  ago  each 
of  those  ships  which  are  still  floating  about  had  ten  able  seamen  on  deck  and  nine 
firemen  below;  under  the  very  same  conditions  to-day,  those  old  death-traps  only 
carry  six  men  on  deck  and  six  men  below.  (Shame.)  It  must  have  been  one  of  these 
ships  which  Dr.  Johnson  had  in  his  mind  when  he  uttered  that  famous  remark,  “ I 
say,  in  all  sincerity,  that  no  man  would  go  to  sea  who  had  brains  enough  to  get  into 
gaol!”  (Laughter.)  I could  go  on  with  my  indictment.  I have  letters  here  to  show 
that  ships  have  been  lost  through  the  action  of  their  owners.  You  have  lately 
witnessed  a great  tragedy  of  the  sea,  when  one  of  the  finest  examples  of  shipping 
architecture  went  down,  and  I am  bold  enough  to  say  that  the  Board  of  Trade 
is  responsible  for  the  loss  of  life  on  the  “ Titanic,”  together  with  the  shipowners 
and  the  people  who  compelled  them  to  look  with  a blind  eye  at  the  conditions  with 
respect  to  the  manning  of  the  ship.  When  the  boats  of  the  “ Titanic  ” were  put  out, 
there  were  not  enough  men  to  man  them;  and  if  the  weather  had  been  bad,  there 
would  have  been  more  lives  lost. 
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Mr.  J.  Henson  (Sailors  and  Firemen)  seconded  the  resolution  as  follows : I 

sincerely  hope  that  the  Parliamentary  Committee  will  watch  the  findings  of  tho 
Committee  which  has  just  reported,  because  many  shipowners  sat  upon  it.  Wo  are 
the  only  class  of  men  who  can  be  blacklegged  by  other  classes  ot  men  under  tho 
present  manning  scale  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  In  case  of  dispute,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  we  have  to  serve  an  apprenticeship  to  the  sea,  my  friends  '1  borne  and 
Roberts,  or  anyone  else  in  this  Congress,  could  he  taken  on  as  deck-hands.  Wo 
want  that  entirely  altered;  and  we  want  Members  of  Parliament  to  soe  that  these 
recommendations,  when  they  come  before  Parliament,  shall  not  ho  put  on  one  side  by 
the  Board  of  Trade,  represented  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons.  We  want  you  to  take  the  advice  of  men  like  Mr. 
Havelock  Wilson,  and  insist  upon  having  an  effective  manning  scale.  We  have  in 
our  ships  to-day  men  of  all  nationalities  and  creeds,  who  sign  on  although  inefficient. 
We  hope  Congress  will  assist  us  in  this  vital  matter,  remembering  that  we  represent 
a class  of  men  who,  in  the  control  of  the  country’s  affairs,  have  no  representation 
at  all.  (Cheers.) 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 


REVISION  OF  ARTICLES  OF  AGREEMENT. 

Mr.  E.  Cathery  (Sailors  and  Firemen)  moved  : — 

Recognising  that  seafaring  men  in  order  to  follow  their  employment  are 
compelled  by  law  to  sign  and  carry  out  articles  of  agreement  whjch  are 
antiquated,  and  do  not  conform  to  modern  conditions — recognising  also  that 
the  said  articles  are  already  drawn  up  before  the  seaman  is  called  upon  to  sign 
the  same  and  that  he  has  no  voice  in  settling  the  terms  of  agreement — this 
Forty-fifth  Annual  Trades  Union  Congress  calls  for  an  entire  revision  of  the 
so-called  articles  of  agreement  to  suit  modern  requirements,  and  demands  that 
the  recognised  representatives  of  the  organised  seamen  shall  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  consider  the  proposed  terms  on  behalf  of  the  seafarers  whom  they 
represent  before  the  seamen  are  called  upon  to  sign  the  same. 

He  said : I think  that  if  the  Parliamentary  Committee  has  to  deal  with  all  the 
business  that  has  been  referred  to  them,  they  will  be  loaded  below  the  Plimsoll 
mark ! (Laughter.)  We  have  been  dealing  to-day  with  agreements,  but  I fancy  there 
is  no  other  society  represented  at  this  Congress  that  has  to  sign  agreements 
through  a Government  State  Department.  These  agreements  are  already  cooked 
before  we  sign  them.  They  are  not  agreements  at  all.  They  are  simply  documents 
prepared  by  the  Board  of  Trade  and  placed  before  the  men,  and  if  they  do  not 
like  to  sign  them  they  can  leave  them  alone.  That  is  the  kind  of  agreement 
which  the  seamen  and  firemen  have  to  deal  with  to-day.  Now,  this  agreement,  or 
what  we  call  the  articles  of  agreement,  was  established  when  Noah’s  Ark  was 
launched,  and  they  constitute  the  only  form  of  contract,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned, 
between  employer  and  employed.  Is  there  another  society  represented  in  this 
Congress  to-day  whose'  members  have  to  sign  an  agreement  before  they  can  get 
employment,  which  states  that  you  ought  to  be  at  all  times  obedient  to  the  lawful 
commands  of  the  master,  whether  afloat  or  ashore  ? That  means  that  the  sailor  is 
on  duty  24  hours  on  each  day  of  the  week — Sunday,  Monday,  and  all  the  days 
and  hours  that  God  sends.  And  if  the  sailors  and  firemen  refuse  to  obey  the  laws 
and  commands  of  the  masters  they  may  be  put  in  prison,  or  the  “ Stone  Jug,”  as  we 
call  it,  for  ten  weeks.  Now,  we  say  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  putting  an  end 
to  this  sort  of  thing,  and,  in  the  event  of  our  asking  for  the  assistance  of  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  in  any  effort  we  may  make  to  get  these  old-fashioned 
articles  of  agreement  altered,  I hope  it  will  be  forthcoming,  so  that  the  sailors 
and  firemen  will  not  be  turned  into  blacklegs  when  the  dock  labourers  go  on 
strike,  simply  because  we  are  compelled  to  obey  what  is  called  the  “ lawful  com- 
mand ” of  the  masters.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson  (Sailors  and  Firemen)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 
The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 
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DOCK  REGULATIONS  AND  INSPECTORS. 

Mr.  J.  Burns  (Hull  Dockers)  formally  moved : — 

Tliat  the  Parliamentary  Committee  urge  upon  the  Home  Office  the  necessity 
for  the  appointment  of  a sufficient  staff  of  inspectors  in  every  port  in  the 
kingdom  in  order  to  more  efficiently  enforce  the  dock  regulations.  Also  that 
the  examination  for  assistant  inspectors  be  modified  to  enable  practical  men 
with  a full  practical  knowledge  of  dock  work  to  qualify. 

The  resolution  was  formally  seconded  and  carried. 

RETURN  OF  ACCIDENTS  AT  DOCKS. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Davies  (Middlesbrough  Dockers)  formally  moved : — 

In  view  of  the  large  number  of  accidents  at  the  docks,  this  Congress 
empowers  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  enforce  upon  both  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  Home  Secretary  some  means  of  registration 
of  all  accidents,  and  that  a record  be  kept  of  each  case,  and  report  made,  and 
powers  granted  to  enforce  on  hospitals,  medical  attendants — whether  hospital, 
club,  or  private  practice — to  supply  a return  to  the  Government  of  the  causes 
of  death  or  accident,  and  the  disease  or  illness  arising  therefrom. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Smith  (London  Dockers)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

Congress  adjourned  at  5-35  p.m.  until  9-30  on  Saturday  morning. 


SIXTH  DAY. 


SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  7th. 


The  President  took  the  chair  at  9-30  prompt,  and  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
day’s  proceedings  were  taken  as  read. 

scrutineers’  report  on  the  elections. 

Mr.  J.  W i on  all  (Scrutineer)  submitted  his  report  on  the  elections  as  follows  : 
I want  to  say  that  we  have  had  very  considerable  trouble  in  the  counting  of  the 
votes,  partly  by  reason  of  the  late  nomination  of  the  Canadian  Congress  candidates 
and  also  on  account  of  a blunder  in  the  printing.  And  notwithstanding  all  the 
instructions  given  from  the  platform,  there  was  a good  deal  of  bad  filling  up 
of  the  papers,  which  involved  us  in  further  difficulties.  We  managed  to  put 
everything  right,  however,  by  the  expenditure  of  a few  hours’  extra  work.  I do 
not  know  what  the  overtime  rate  for  this  job  is,  but  I hope  it  is  liberal ! 
(Laughter.)  I think  we  shall  be  able  to  announce  a very  complete  list  notwith- 
standing all  the  trouble.  We  gave  out  1,990  papers.  There  were  four  not  claimed, 
and  16  were  spoilt  among  the  ordinary  ballot  papers.  Among  the  Canadian 
Congress  papers  a very  much  larger  number  were  spoilt.  If  you  follow  the  list 
upon  your  Agenda  you  will  get  the  exact  figures,  which  are  as  follow  : — 


PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE.  Votes. 

Group  1. — Boilermakers  and  Iron  and  Steel  Shipbuilders  : 

Mr.  JOHN  HILL  (Boilermakers,  etc.)  Unopposed 

Group  2. — Building  Trades  (One  required) : 

Mr.  W.  MATKIN  (General  Union  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners)  1,421,000 
Mr.  J.  V.  Wills  (.Operative  Bricklayers’  Society)  266,000 

Group  3. — Cotton  Operatives  : 

Mr.  W.  MULLIN  (Card  and  Blowing  Room  Operatives)  Unopposed 
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Group  4. — Dock  Labourers,  Stevedores,  Cranemen,  Engine-  Votes. 
men,  etc.  (On©  required) : 

Mr.  J.  SEXTON  (National  Union  of  Dock  Labourers)  1,405,000 

Mr.  H.  Parker  (National  Federation  of  Enginemen,  etc.)  ...  541,000 


Group  5. — Gasworkers  and  General  Labourers  : 

Mr.  WILL  THORNE  (Gasworkers  and  General  Labourers)...  Unopposed 


Group  6. — Metal  Workers  (One  required) : 

Mr.  W.  J.  DAVIS  (Amalgamated  Brassworkers)  1,566,000 

Mr.  J.  C.  Gordon  (Sheet  Metal  Workers) 315,000 

Group  7. — Miners  : 

Mr.  J.  HASLAM  (Miners’  Federation)  Unopposed 

Group  8. — Printing  and  Paper  Trades  (One  required) : 

Mr.  A.  EVANS  (Printers’  Warehousemen  and  Cutters)  1,108,000 

Mr.  G.  A.  Isaacs  (Operative  Printers’  Assistants)  430,000 

Group  9. — Railway  Servants  : . 

Mr.  J.  E.  WILLIAMS  (Amalgamated  Railway  Servants)  ...  Unopposed 

Group  10. — Weavers  : 

Mr.  J.  W.  OGDEN  (Amalgamated  Weavers’  Association)  ...  Unopposed 

Group  11. — Miscellaneous  Trades  (Six  required) : 

Mr.  H.  GOSLING  (Watermen,  Lightermen,  and  Bargemen)  1,650,000 

Mr.  J.  A.  SEDDON  (Shop  Assistants)  1,596,000 

Mr.  J.  B.  WILLIAMS  (Amalgamated  Musicians’  Union)  ...  1,433,000 

Mr.  J.  H.  JENKINS  (Shipconstructive  and  Shipwrights)  ...  1,312,000 

Mr.  M.  ARRANDALE  (United  Machine  Workers)  1,027,000 

Mr.  G.  EDWARDS  (Agricultural  Labourers’  Union)  987,000 

Mr.  W.  Mosses  (United  Patternmakers)  626,000 

Mr.  E.  L.  Poulton  (Boot  and  Shoe  Operatives)  387,000 

Mr.  A.  Smith  (London  Cabdrivers)  328,000 

Mr.  T.  A.  Flynn  (Amalgamated  Society  of  Tailors)  298,000 

- Mr.  H.  Emery  (Operative  Bakers  and  Confectioners)  269,000 

Mr.  H.  H.  Eivin  (National  Union  of  Clerks)  252,000 

Mr.  S.  March  (London  Carmen’s  Trade  Union)  186,000 

Mr.  J.  W.  Taylor  (Durham  Colliery  Mechanics)  183,000 

AMERICAN  DELEGATION  (Two  required): 

Mr.  J.  A.  SEDDON  (Shop  Assistants)  1,694,000 

Mr.  R.  SMILLIE  (Miners’  Federation)  .., 1,425,000 

Mr.  P.  Walls  (Blastfurnacemen’s  Federation)  614,000 

CANADIAN  DELEGATION  (One  required): 

Mr.  WILL  THORNE  (Gasworkers  and  General  Labourers)  ...  913,000 

Mr.  J.  Cross  (Amalgamated  Weavers)  558,000 

Mr.  John  Hill  (Boilermakers,  etc.)  169,000 

Mr.  J.  E.  Williams,  (Amalgamated  Railway  Servants)  157,000 

Mr.  J.  Kelly  (Bookbinders’  Union)  53J)00 

Mr.  J.  Winstone  (Miners’  Federation)  34,000 

CO-OPERATIVE  DELEGATION  (One  required): 

Mr.  J.  CAIRNS  (Miners’  Federation)  1,113,000 

Mr.  G.  A.  Isaacs  (Operative  Printers’  Assistants)  202,000 

Mr.  H.  Nixon  (Blastfurnacemen’s  Federation)  130,000 

MEETING  PLACE  FOR  1913  CONGRESS. 
MANCHESTER  Unopposed 
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The  President  : We  have  a lot  of  work  to  get  through,  but  I think  we 

shall  manage  very  well  if  we  have  short  speeches.  The  next  business  is  the 
resumed  discussion  on  the  resolution  submitted  by  the  London  carmen. 

REFUSING  TO  WORK  WITH  NON-UNIONISTS. CONCLUSION  OF  DEBATE. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Chandler  (Railway  Clerks),  who  rose  to  oppose  the  resolution  on 
“Refusing  to  Work  with  Non-Unionists”  when  the  debate  was  adjourned  on  the 
previous  day,  now  said : I notice  that,  for  about  the  sixth  or  seventh  time  at 
this  Congress,  we  are  told  in  this  resolution  that  “ the  time  has  arrived.”  Well, 
I think  the  time  has  not  arrived  when  we  should  commit  ourselves  to  the  principle 
embodied  in  the  proposal  of  the  London  Carmen.  I object  to  it  on  several  grounds. 
Firstly,  because  in  my  opinion,  the  resolution  is  far  too  drastic,  and  I myself 
am  fairly  fond  of  strong  meat  diet.  I think  the  resolution  is  far  too  hejoic, 
and  will  fail  to  recommend  itself  to  the  majority  of  the  delegates.  I think  that 
the  principle  of  compelling  a man  to  he  a Trade  Unionist  who  is  not  one  by  con- 
viction is  absolutely  fatal  to  the  success  of  the  Trade  Union  movement.  We 
are  asked  to  say  that  the  2,000,000  Trade  Unionists  of  this  country  should  decline 
to  work  with  the  7,000,000  or  8,000,000  non-unionist  workers  in  the  various 
industries.  That  is  a perfectly  ridiculous  proposition.  I am  quite  at  one  with  the 
opinion  expressed  by  the  mover  that  it  is  grossly  unfair  that  non-unionists  should 
profit  by  the  experience  and  work  of  the  Trade  Union  organisations,  but  it  would 
be  very  much  better  if  we  and  the  Parliamentary  Committee  devoted  a consider- 
able amount  of  time  and  energy  to  the  task  of  converting  the  non-unionists  instead 
of  compelling  them  by  declining  to  work  with  them.  For,  even  if  successful, 
compulsion  would  not  remedy  the  evil,  because  the  very  men  who  are  so  compelled 
would  be  a menace  in  times  of  dispute,  and  could  not  be  depended  upon  to  support 
their  fellow  Trade  Unionists,  but  would  be  relied  upon  by  the  employers  to  blackleg 
those  on  strike.  The  Trade  Unions  are  in  a position  to  secure  something  much 
better  than  the  resolution  would  give  them  even  if  we  had  the  power  to  enforce  it. 
There  is  just  one  point  I want  to  mention  which  the  mover  tried  to  make.  He 
said  that  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  were  all  Trade  Unionists,  and 
must  be  Trade  Unionists  before  they  were  allowed  to  work.  That,  of  course,  is 
a mistake.  There  are  blacklegs  and  non-unionists  in  the  medical  profession  just 
as  there  are  everywhere  else,  and  the  question  as  to  whether  a doctor  is  a member 
of  the  British  Medical  Association  has  absolutely  no  bearing  upon  his  right  to 
practice  if  he  is  a qualified  man.  (Hear,  hear.)  I think  it  would  be  most  unwise 
to  commit  ourselves  to  this  resolution. 

Mr.  J.  Anderson  (Stevedores)  : In  opposing  this  resolution,  I want  to  say 
that,  although  it  was  placed  upon  the  Agenda  by  one  of  the  societies  of  the 
Transport  Workers’  Federation,  it  in  no  wise  expresses  the  views  of  the  whole 
of  the  Federation.  As  a matter  of  fact,  the  overwhelming  majority  is  of  opinion 
that  the  time  is  inopportune  to  introduce  a resolution  of  such  a character.  It  must 
be  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  delegates  that  we  have  just  been  through  one  of  the 
most  serious  struggles  in  the  history  of  dock  labour  over  this  very  principle. 
Although  the  question  of  an  agreement  was  raised,  it  was  undoubtedly  the  question 
as  to  whether  we  should  allow  one  man  to  work  that  brought  the  matter  to  a 
crisis.  The  delegates  outside  thought  a certain  line  of  action  should  be  adopted, 
but  to  our  great  surprise — and  it  surprises  me  now  that  such  a resolution  should 
come  from  the  carmen — from  75  per  cent,  to  80  per  cent,  of  the  members  of  that 
union  refused  to  obey  the  call  in  support  of  the  principle  of  this  resolution.  We 
should  not  object  so  much  if  they  had  disagreed  with  the  principle  and  then 
remained  at  work,  but  what  happened  is  this — and  we  are  going  to  prevent  this 
kind  of  thing  in  future — that  the  men  who  did  come  out  in  support  of  this  principle 
had  their  places  taken  by  the  members  of  the  very  union  that  is  asking  for  this 
resolution,  and  they  are  still  being  filled  by  them.  Under  circumstances  like 
that,  how  can  you  ask  our  members  to  come  out  in  support  of  a demand  of  this  kind  ? 
Our  union  has  had  the  principle  in  operation  for  40  years,  and  we  do  not  mean  to 
sacrifice  it.  If  these  people  are  so  much  in  earnest  in  regard  to  this  question 
they  have  the  opportunity  to  call  their  own  members  out  in  support  of  it,  but, 
instead  of  that,  I found,  when  I was  secretary  of  the  Transport  Workers’  Federation 
and  had  to  deal  with  applications  from  the  various  societies,  that  the  members  of 
their  own  organisation  were  working  hand-in-hand  with  the  blacklegs.  They  would 
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lot  carry  this  out  thrives,  but  asked  the  ether unions  to  do 
of  the  men  who  refused  to  come  out  before  I that iMhMtb.  done  , 

«-  ri"' 

we  shall  be  able  to  act.  _ 

Mr.  WO.  W 

S£  cl'Sy  “ifen  ht  said  . , ^sofuteiy  “iffi  5 

take  away  what  the  Trade  Unionist  ® h is  t]le  weakest  member  of  the 

- 

Mr.  J.  Anderson  (Stevedores)  : I object. 

The  President : I think  you  ought  to  withdraw  that  remark,  Mr.  Godfrey. 

Mr.  Wilt,  Godfrey  : I will  if  he  withdraws  the  charges  he  has  made  agains 

-the  London  Carmen’s  Union.  ,,  . . h 

Mr  J.  Anderson  : You  cannot  get  beyond  the  facts.  I am  spcakmg  the  truth. 

The  President  : Very  well.  I cannot  help  it  if  Mr.  Godfrey  will  not  w.thdraw 
^ Mr'wr™  Godfrey  : You  will  not  find  among  the  upper. 

Sw^K^aSTwith  our  movement,  to  build  up  a strong  army  of  labour, 
so  that  we  shall  be  able  to  demand  a just  reward  for  our  work. 

A card  vote  resulted  as  follows : — 

For  the  resolution  gre’.OOO 

Against  _____ 

Majority  for  327,000 

The  result  of  the  voting  was  received  with  loud  cheers. 

Mr.  J.  Anderson  (Stevedores) : Now  I hope  the  carmen  will  come  out  in 
support  of  it. 

The  President  : Order,  order.  It  looks  like  unity,  this  does  ! 


THE  SPECIAL  INSURANCE  ACT  CONGRESS. 

The  President  : Yesterday  there  was  a resolution  moved  in  connection  with 
the  Insurance  Act  (Part  I.),  and  it  was  resolved  that  a Congress  be  heid  next 
Wednesday  week  in  consequence  of  the  issue  of  Memorandum  IN  o.  • 
have  since^ received  a very  important  circular,  and  not  only  has  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  received  it,  but  every  approved  society  right  the  kingdom  will 

by  now  have  received  a similar  circular.  I will  read  tne  last  para0iap  . 

The  Commissioners  anticipate  that  the  operations  of  crediting  reserve 
values  and  releasing  funds  for  investment  by  or  on  behalf  of  societies  will  be 
expedited  in'  the  case  of  societies  which  follow  the  procedure  set  out  m 
the  memorandum . Societies  proposing  to  adopt ; this  ^c®^]”eantJ^efa°™ 
remiested  to  notify  the  Commission  at  as  early  a date  as  possible,  ana  in  a y 
case  before  September  18th,  in  order  that  the  Commission  may  be  in  a position 
to  make  the  necessary  arrangements. 

The  date  fixed  for  the  Special  Congress  was  Wednesday,  September  1.8th.  ^ow 
fellow  delegates  you  will  see  that,  in  consequence  of  this  circular  bein  sent 
out  by  holding  the  Congress  on  that  date  it  will  be  too  late.  Therefore,  the  lates 
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possible  date  will  be  next  Friday.  Under  these  circumstances,  I am  in  duty 
bound,  in  the  interests  of  all  concerned,  to  ask  you  to  rescind  the  resolution 
passed  yesterday,  and  to  decide  that  the  Congress  must  be  held  in  London  not 
later  than  next  Friday. 

It  was  proposed  and  seconded  that  the  Special  Insurance  Congress  should  be 
held  on  the  ensuing  Friday  in  London. 

Mr.  It.  Smillie  (Miners’  Federation)  : I beg  to  move  that  we  do  not  make 
this  alteration  in  our  plans  for  the  Special  Congress. 

The  President  : That  is  a direct  negative.  You  can  vote  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  E.  Friend  (Bookbinders)  : Why  should  we  be  made  responsible  for 

circulars  ? We  may  have  another  one  in  an  hour  or  so. 

The  President:  Well,  don’t  look  at  me  like  that  as  if  I was  responsible  for 
it ! (Laughter.) 

Mr.  R.  Smillie  (Miners’  Federation)  : I regret  that  I have  to  disagree  with 
the  Parliamentary  Committee,  but  we  have  some  dignity  to  keep  up.  We  have 
been  humbugged  quite  enough  already  without  being  obliged  to  go  to  the  Congress 
next  Friday  without  consulting  our  constituents.  If  we  are  to  be  treated  in  this 
way  by  the  Commissioners  we  had  better  advise  our  members  to  burst  up  the 
thing  altogether.  Probably  the  Government  would  do  more  for  the  Prudential 
than  for  organised  Labour.  I think  we  should  carry  out  the  resolution  carried 
yesterday.  If  you  kick  the  Government  they  will  suit  you,  but  if  you  fall  in  with 
their  ways  like  this  there  will  be  no  end  to  it.  Arrangements  have  already  been 
made  by  some  of  the  societies  in  conformity  with  yesterday’s  decision,  and  it  is 
not  good  enough  to  change  our  plans  again  at  the  dictates  of  the  Commission. 

The  President  : Now,  it  has  been  duly  moved  and  seconded  that  we  rescind 
the  previous  decision.  All  those  in  favour,  please  say  “ Aye.” 

There  were  loud  shouts  of  “Aye”  and  “No,”  followed  by  a demand  for  a 
card  vote. 

The  card  vote  resulted  as  follows  : — 


For  rescinding  previous  resolution  527,000 

Against  rescinding  909,000 

Majority  against 382,000 


The  President  : Therefore,  the  previous  resolution  stands,  and  the  Special 
Congress  will  be  held  next  Wednesday  week. 

Mr.  W.  Morgan  (Miners’  Federation)  : I protest  that  the  vote  of  the  Miners’ 
Federation  has  been  used  without  the  consent  of  the  Federation.  It  is  most  unfair. 

Mr.  R.  Smillie  : That  must  be  settled  in  our  own  meeting,  but  it  is  due  to 
myself  to  say  that  our  Federation  has  decided  that  in  any  question  of  doubt 
arising  the  officials  may  use  the  vote.  Yesterday  the  majority  of  the  delegates, 
many  of  whom  are  not  here  to-day,  voted  for  the  resolution  to  call  the  Special 
Conference  next  Wednesday  week,  and  I think  we  should  uphold  that  decision. 

Mr.  W.  Morgan  (Miners’  Federation) : I don’t  think  the  vote  should  have 
been  used. 

The  President  : Well,  in  any  case,  it  is  not  our  quarrel ; you  must  settle 
it  in  your  own  assembly. 

EXTENSION  OF  PARTICULARS  CLAUSES  TO  TRANSPORT  WORKERS. 

Mr.  J.  Wignall  (Swansea  Dockers)  moved:  — 

That  this  Congress  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  press 
for  the  extension  of  the  Particulars  Clauses  to  the  transport  workers,  and 
the  insistence  of  checks  and  access  to  accounts  and  all  weights  and  measures 
and  general  tonnage  in  every  piece  or  task  work. 

He  said  : This  is  a non-contentious  question,  and  I wish  again  to  urge  upon  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  the  desirability  of  pressing  the  matter  forward.  Some 
of  you  may  be  aware  that  some  years  ago  a Departmental  Committee  was  appointed 
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to  go  into  this  question.  I was  one  of  the  members  of  the  Committee,  and  was 
present  at  the  whole  of  the  inquiry.  It  was  a thoroughly  representative  Committee 
of  dock  owners,  contractors,  shipowners,  and  workers,  and  the  evidence  went  to 
prove  that  the  men  continually  received  less  than  they  were  entitled  to.  Wo 
decided,  but  not  unanimously,  for,  strange  to  say,  the  shipowners  brought  in  a 
Minority  Report  as  a protest  because  we  had  not  gone  far  enough,  but  the  general 
principle  was  agreed  upon  that  there  should  be  a Rill  introduced  making  it 
compulsory  for  every  employer,  on  payment  of  earnings,  to  give  proof  of  the  tally 
or  piecework  or  plus  system  to  ensure  that  the  man  was  paid  all  that  was  due 
to  him.  And  it  was  decided  to  make  it  compulsory  that  some  properly  appointed 
person  should  have  access  to  all  books  and  documents  that  might  be  required 
to  prove  the  case.  A Bill  was  prepared  on  those  lines,  and  why  it  was  never  intro- 
duced I cannot  understand.  The  Parliamentary  Committee  has  done  what  it 
could  in  the  past.  Last  year  a deputation  brought  the  matter  before  the  Depart- 
ment, and  it  is  because  we  still  want  to  enforce  that  matter,  and  to  get  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  get  the  Bill  for  us,  that  we  are 
proposing  this  resolution.  If  the  Bill  cannot  be  introduced  nien  the  I articulars 
Clauses  might  be  made  to  apply  to  the  dockers,  but  we  are  most  anxious  for  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Smith  (London  Dockers)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

VANS  TO  BE  SUPPLIED  WITH  VANGUARDS. 

Mr.  Will  Godfrey  (London  Carmen)  moved  : — 

That  this  Congress  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  render  all 
assistance  possible  to  see  that  all  vans  and  carts  be  supplied  with  vanguards, 
so  that  when  the  carman  is  away  on  business  the  horse  or  horses  will  not  be 
left  unattended,  in  the  interests  of  public  safety. 

He  said : This  is  essentially  one  of  those  resolutions  which  speak  for  themselves, 
and  I have  much  pleasure  in  commending  it  to  the  sympathetic  consideration 
of  the  delegates. 

Mr.  J.  Fotheringham  (United  Carters)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

RESIDENTIAL  QUALIFICATION  IN  LIEU  OF  NATURALISATION  FEE. 

Mr.  Ben  Cooper  (Cigar  Makers)  moved  : — 

That  this  Congress  is  of  opinion  that  if  a foreigner  has  continually  resided 
in  this  country  for  20  years,  and  desires  to  be  naturalised,  that  his  residential 
qualification  shall  be  accepted  in  lieu  of  fee,  and  no  charge  shall  be  made  for 
becoming  a citizen;  and  this  resolution  be  forwarded  to  the  Home  Secretary. 

He  said : I move  this  resolution  because  there  are  a large  number  of  foreigners 
in  my  society.  They  were  very  much  interested  in  the  resolution  passed  last 
year  that  a deputation  should  wait  upon  the  Home  Secretary  asking  him  to  reduce 
the  naturalisation  fee  of  £6  and  authorise  other  modifications  in  connection 
with  the  charges.  Mr.  McKenna  thought  that  the  foreigner  got  the  benefits  of 
municipal  representation  for  the  payment  of  the  rates  of  the  country,  and  that, 
therefore,  he  ought  not  to  begrudge  the  payment  of  a naturalisation  fee  of  some- 
thing like  £6.  He  thought  that  was  a small  contribution  to  the  Exchequer  in 
exchange  for  the  benefits  the  foreigner  receives  from  the  rights  of  naturalisation. 
Well,  it  does  seem  to  me  that,  just  as  a man  receives  the  benefits  of  the  rates  of 
a municipality,  he  is  contributing  at  the  same  time  to  the  National  Exchequer. 
One  of  our  members  came  to  this  country  when  he  was  1 year  old  and  he  is  now 
72  years  of  age.  He  has  been  for  50  years  a member  of  my  society.  He  married 
an  Englishwoman.  Both  those  persons  are  over  70  years  of  age,  and  the  man  is 
working  now.  As  a result  of  his  not  being  naturalised  that  man,  who  has  been 
71  years  in  this  country,  is  unable  to  enjoy  the  old  age  pension,  and  his  wife  is 
also  prohibited  from  receiving  the  pension,  even  though  she  is  an  Englishwoman. 
That  is  an  illustration  of  the  great  hardship  that  is  being  inflicted  upon  some  of 
our  members  as  a result  of  the  present  situation.  If  you  were  to  judge  this  case 
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you  would  probably  declare  that  this  man  was  an  Englishman  to  all  intents  and 
purposes.  We  have  men  who  have  been  members  of  the  union  in  this  country  for 
30  years,  and  we  feel  that  some  means  ought  to  be  found  whereby  persons  like  that 
should  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  a fee  of  £6  when  they  have  been  contributing  to 
the  wealth  of  the  country  all  that  time.  I think  that  20  years  of  labour  is  of 
more  value  to  the  country  than  a payment  of  £6.  We,  therefore,  propose  that  a 
residential  qualification  shall  be  substituted  for  the  fee,  and  a similar  qualification 
in  the  case  of  the  pension.  A man  must  reside  here  20  years  in  order  to  get 
the  old  age  pension,  consequently,  if  this  resolution  is  acted  upon,  the  foreigner 
would  receive  the  benefit  of  retrospective  residence  in  this  country.  And  I ask 
that  the  same  principle  shall  be  applied  that  a person  who  has  been  here  20  or  30 
years  shall  have  the  benefit  of  free  naturalisation,  and  that  the  Act  shall  be  made 
retrospective,  and  the  years  shall  count  as  if  they  had  been  resident  after  the 
passing  of  the  Act. 

Mr.  M.  Sclare  (Jewish  Tailors’  Machinists)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 


PAYMENT  FOR  STATUTORY  HOLIDAYS. 

Mr.  T.  E.  Naylor  (London  Compositors)  moved  : — 

This  Congress  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  appoint  a 
deputation  to  wait  upon  the  Prime  Minister  urging  upon  him  the  necessity 
for  introducing  a Bill  compelling  employers  to  pay  all  their  workers  (male 
and  female)  for  existing  statute  holidays,  as  well  as  for  all  holidays  which 
may  be  subsequently  proclaimed ; and  where  it  may  be  considered  necessary 
for  any  workman  (including  clerks)  to  be  employed  on  any  public  holiday,  to 
either  give  the  latter  double  pay  or  another  day  off  for  each  or  part  of  a 
holiday  worked.  Further,  that  neither  the  Government  nor  private  employers 
shall  compel  their  employes  to  work  overtime  either  before  or  after  such 
holidays  in  order  to  make  up  the  time  lost. 

He  said : This  resolution  was  passed  by  an  overwhelming  majority  last  year. 
The  Prime  Minister  has  given  extensive  holidays  to  Members  of  Parliament,, 
and  there  has  been  no  reduction  for  those  holidays.  If  it  is  good  for  the  Members 
of  Parliament,  it  is  equally  good  for  the  men  who  can  ill  afford  these  deductions 
frdm  their  wages. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Davis  (London  Compositors)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

LABOUR  EXCHANGE  CARETAKERS. 

Mr.  Stokes  (London  Glassblowers)  moved:  — 

This  Congress  condemns  the  action  of  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  in  refusing  to  reopen  the  case  of  Mr.  A.  Kettenus,  late 
resident  caretaker  of  the  Hackney  Labour  Exchange,  London,  and,  further, 
instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  obtain  the  necessary  information 
(1)  of  rates  of  wages,  (2)  hours  of  labour,  (3)  rates  of  wages  paid  for  overtime 
to  the  caretakers  of  the  Labour  Exchanges  from  the  time  of  the  opening  in 
January,  1910,  with  whatever  changes  that  have  been  made  since  that  time. 

He  said  : I make  no  apology  for  bringing  this  resolution  along,  because  I know 
the  Congress  has  always  been  in  favour  of  exposing  any  cases  of  sweating  and 
victimisation.  It  is  difficult  to  get  information  respecting  the  Labour  Exchange 
caretakers,  but  we  have  secured  information  in  respect  to  one  of  them.  This- 
man  has  exposed  the  whole  system,  and  has  been  victimised  in  consequence 
thereof.  He  was  engaged  as  a caretaker  in  1910,  and  he  and  his  wjfe  together 
had  the  magnificent  salary  of  15s.  per  week  to  take  care  of  two  buildings  con- 
taining twelve  rooms,  eight  sets  of  staircases,  and  six  lavatories  and  other 
accommodation.  And  they  were  given  four  rooms  for  residential  purposes.  The 
rodms  consisted  of  a kitchen  in  the  basement,  two  rooms  on  the  top  of  the  house 
on  one  side,  and  the  other  room  in  the  next  house.  If  the  man’s  wife  wanted  to 
go  to  the  bedroom  she  had  to  come  downstairs  and  go  outside  to  the  other  house 
to  go  to  bed.  The  caretaker  protested  against  that  sort  of  thing.  Then  they  were 
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asked  to  defray  the  cost  of  keeping  the  Labour  Exchange  clean,  which  approxi- 
mately worked  out  at  Is.  6d.  per  week,  and  ho  had  to  pay  for  that.  This  reduced 
the  salary  between  the  man  and  woman  to  13s.  6d.  per  week.  A case  of  that  kind 
ought  to  be  exposed  wherever  it  is  possible.  We  approached  the  London  Trades 
Council  in  London,  and  they  protested  against  it.  We  approached  the  Labour 
Party,  and  I know  that  some  of  the  members  of  the  Labour  Party  have  tried  to 
put  a spoke  in  the  wheel  of  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  in  the  House.  Mr.  George 
Lansbury  wrote  to  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton.  Here  is  his  reply  : — 

With  reference  to  your  letter  in  connection  with  this  case,  1 have  looked 
into  the  matter,  and  wish  to  say  that  it  will  receive  the  most  careful 
consideration  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

It  has  been  receiving  the  “most  careful  consideration”  of  the  Board  of  Trade  for 
the  last  16  months.  Later  on,  the  explanation  was  given  that  the  man  was  dis- 
missed for  incivility  and  insubordination,  and  that  the  woman  had  confessed  that 
she  had  falsified  the  attendance  book.  This  intimation  was  accompanied  by  a 
regretful  declaration  that  the  writer  could  see  no  advantage  in  reopening  the 
case.  As  to  the  point  that  the  woman  had  admitted  that  she  had  falsified  the 
attendance  book,  she  had  been  told  that  she  was  to  be  paid  for  overt iime.  They 
had  all  done  this  kind  of  thing,  but  when  it  waS  a case  of  someone  going  through 
the  mill  they  picked  upon  the  charwoman,  the  caretaker,  the  poorest  employ^  in 
the  place.  So  the  man  gets  discharged,  and  when  he  asked  to  be  allowed  to  act 
as  messenger  they  offered  him  2s.  6d.  per  week.  They  had  been  generously  offering 
to  pay  8s.  for  a boy.  When  he  writes  for  a character  they  send  a character  along 
to  the  man  who  is  going  to  give  him  a job  to  the  effect  that  he  has  a protesting 
spirit.  Who  would  not  protest?  Is  not  this  enough  to  make  any  man  protest? 

I do  ask  Congress  to  condemn  heartily  this  action  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Sydney 
Buxton.  They  know  they  have  no  case.  And  with  regard  to  the  suggestion  that 
they  asked  for  money  that  they  .were  not  entitled  to,  were  they  not  entitled  to 
ask  for  the  Is.  6d.  which  they  spent  on  the  cleaning  of  the  exchange  ? I want  to 
close  with  just  this  one  remark.  The  evil  thing  about  the  whole  of  the  exchanges, 
so  far  as  the  staff  are  concerned,  is  the  secret  dossier  system.  The  least  thing 
that  may  happen  is  carried  to  headquarters,  and  the  victims  have  no  opportunity 
of  saying  anything  in  reply. 

A Delegate  : I would  like  to  know  the  date  of  that  letter  from  Mr.  Sydney 
Buxton  which  you  last  read. 

Mr.  J.  Stokes  : July  2nd,  1912. 

The  resolution  was  formally  seconded  and  carried. 

FIRST  OF  MAY  CELEBRATION. 

Mr.  F.  Bramley  (Furnishing  Trades)  proved  : — 

Seeing  that  the  demonstration  of  the  workers  on  the  1st  of  May  has  for  its 
object  the  common  upholding  of  the  cause  of  Labour  in  all  countries  where 
there  is  a working-class  movement,  this  Congress  calls  upon  the  organised 
workers  to  fall  into  line  with  their  comrades  of  other  countries  to  demonstrate 
on  Labour  day  in  order  to  demand  the  institution  of  a legal  eight-hour  day 
and  to  maintain  the  interests  of  the  working  class  generally  in  the  cause  of 
universal  peace  by  the  suspension  of  work  on  the  1st  of  May  wherever  that 
can  be  brought  about  without  injuring  the  working-class  interests.  This 
Congress  hereby  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  give  effect  to  this 
resolution. 

He  said : The  arguments  for  and  against  the  May  Day  Labour  celebration  are  so 
well  known  that  I really  do  not  think  I ought  to  occupy  your  time  at  any  great 
length  in  an  explanation  of  this  resolution.  Seeing  that  we  are  now  making  efforts 
to  secure  a closer  unity  between  the  workers  of  all  kinds  in  connection  with  the 
international  movement,  the  end  we  have  in  view  is  the  establishment  of  a universal 
Labour  Day  celebration  at  one  given  time  in  the  year.  It  is  a sort  of  one-day 
festival  we  want,  that  has  for  its  object  the  proving  to  the  world  that  the  workers 
are  at  least  united  on  one  day  in  the  year  in  a common  protest  against  the  capitalistic 
system. 

Mr.  J.  Whitehead  (Brassturners) : I second  the  resolution.  There  are  malty  who 
object  to  holding  this  demonstration  on  the  Sunday,  and  we  should  try  to  remove 
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all  obstacles  out  of  the  way.  If  you  could  induce  the  workers  of  the  world  to  hold 
this  festival  on  the  1st  of  May,  whenever  it  might  fall,  I think  it  would  be  a grand 
success. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

INDUSTRIAL  LIFE  ASSURANCE. 

Mr.  D.  Jones  (Prudential  Agents)  moved : — 

That  this  Congress  instructs  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  take  steps 
forthwith  to  approach  the  Prime  Minister,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  with  a view  to  persuading  the 
Government  to  introduce  measures,  while  safeguarding  the  interests  of  the 
agents  and  collectors,  to  nationalise  industrial  life  assurance ; that  to  attain 
this  end,  if  any  inquiry  be  found  to  be  necessary,  such  inquiry  take  the  form 
of  a Royal  Commission  rather  than  a Parliamentary  or  Departmental  inquiry. 
Pending  such  consummation  as  nationalisation  of  industrial  life  assurance, 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  be  instructed  to  secure  legislation  which  will 
render  debit  systems  in  industrial  life  assurance  illegal;  the  special  canvasser, 
under  whatever  alias,  a person  guilty  of  an  unlawful  pursuit,  unless  under  a 
service  agreement  with  some  duly  authorised  industrial  life  assurance  company 
or  friendly  collecting  society ; any  time  clause  in  the  agreements  of  industrial 
life  assurance  agents  and  collectors  as  such  illegal ; and  the  making  it  com- 
pulsory for  each  industrial  life  assurance  company  and  friendly  collecting 
society  to  include  in  its  annual  returns  a schedule  showing  the  number  of 
policies  or  members  lapsed  during  the  year,  the  amount  of  insurance  covered, 
the  amount  of  premiums  paid  in  respect  thereof,  and  the  amount  of  cash 
surrender  value,  or  free  policy  value,  returned  to  such  lapsed  assurants. 

He  said : You  Trade  Unionists,  when  y u have  a lock-out  or  a strike,  do  not  realise, 
and  your  members  do  not  realise,  that  those  are  the  golden  opportunities  for  the 
insurance  companies  and  collecting  societies  to  make  huge  profits  out  of  the 
terrible  lapsing  of  policies  that  inevitably  ensues.  Therefore,  in  the  light  of  the 
revelations  of  last  Thursday,  I asl?  this  Congress  to  re-endorse  this  resolution 
in  favour  of  the  nationalisation  of  industrial  insurance,  and  I wall  tell  you  why. 
If  you  will  allow  me  just  to  give  you  the  figures  of  one  society  that  is  nominally 
controlled  by  the  members,  they  are  so  pregnant  that  I need  not  say  another  word 
in  support  of  the  resolution.  The  society  I am  dealing  with  is  practically  a new 
one,  but  for  the  year  1909  it  enrolled  594,203  new  members.  It  lost  by  death  in  the 
same  year  48,158,  and  it  lost  by  lapsing  and  other  causes  447,728  members.  That  is 
for  one  year,  the  year  1909.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  society  was  left  with  a 
total  of  2,615,000  members.  But  when  we  turn  to  the  financial  aspect  of  the 
matter,  it  is  much  worse.  This  society  collected  from  the  members  £1,445,539 
in  contributions,  and  it  paid  out  to  the  members  £472,431,  and  it  spent  in  manage- 
ment expenses,  £621,000.  In  the  light  of  these  figures,  I ask  you  unanimously  to 
demand  the  nationalisation  of  this  system,  in  order  that  your  members  and  the 
people  at  large,  and  the  great  body  of  agents  and  collectors,  may  be  rescued 
from  the  claws  of  vested  interests,  either  in  the  companies  or  the  societies.  These 
figures  refer  to  one  society  which  is  supposed  to  be  managed  by  the  members, 
the  Liverpool  Victoria  Friendly  Collecting  Society.  I could  give  figures  about  other 
societies  equally  as  bad,  but  I ask,  in  the  interests  of  your  members,  who  are  robbed 
right  and  left  when  strikes  and  lock-outs  are/on  by  the  lapsing  of  their  policies,  to 
place  this  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  State,  so  that  you  may  have  effective  control. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr.  H.  Smith  (Miners’  Federation)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 

Mr.  G.  Horne  (Liverpool  Victoria  Employes) : The  result  of  last  year’s  delibera- 
tions on  this  subject  was  a conference  of  the  affiliated  insurance  agents’  societies  at 
the  offices  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  when  it  was  discovered  that  out  of 
four  societies  concerned  three  repudiated  the  statement  made  by  the  other.  The 
position  is  exactly  the  same  now.  Unfortunately,  the  insurance  agents  are  not  united. 
No  one  regrets  that  more  than  I do.  Personally,  I have  always  done  all  I could 
to  bring  the  various  unionist  agents  together,  but  until  unity  is  secured  Congress 
would  be  acting  very  unfairly  if  it  did  take  action  at  the  request  of  one  union,  when 
the  majority  of  the  unions  elected  and  affiliated  to  Congress  are  opposed  to  that 
action.  Now,  I quite  agree  that  the  unions  are  within  their  right  in  moving  for  the 
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nationalisation  of  industrial  life  msiira: -^^dustrbl  * life  insuranco  were 
that  character,  notwithstanding  the  fact  th at  »f  i mo:in  that 

nationalised  the  collecting  system  might  be  chopped , ana^t rm  ^ ^ |mttor  . 
150,000  agents  would  be  put  out  of  work.  W I interests  of  the  workers 

I say  that  as  a On™  1 mil  l.y  Mr.  «. 

m any  action  we  may  take  on  • may  |)0  correct  as  to  lupsings,  but 

only  half-truths.  1 agree  that  his  'gr  y ■ otlier.  And  you 

lapsing  is  no  greater  in  the  society  he •refared  to  here  is 

must  remember  this,  too,  that,  w hie  ‘ atemont  comos  iri— the  employes  do 

where  the  unfair  character  of  industrial  life 

not  receive  the  Trade  Union  rate  It  you  have  a coliec ’ B * then  of  necessity 
insurance,  and  the  agents  are  pa u a p 1 ? other  forms  of  insurance.  But 

»i6th°„fS  ZZSXfcSSkL  majority  of  iho  .goats  reprinted  hero  are 

^ A card  vote  resulted  as  follows . ^ 251  000 

For  the  resolution  31,000 

Against  ’ 

„ 1,220,000 

Majority  for  

COMPETITION  OF  ARMY  AND  NAVY  BANDSMEN. 

Mr  J.  B.  Williams  (Amalgamated  Musicians)  formally  moved:  — 

on,  + Congress  reaffirms  the  condemnation  of  the  action  of  the 

and  deprived  of  their  means  of  livelihood. 

Mr.  J.  Stokes  (Glassblowers)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

THE  NEW  CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  President:  The  Parliamentary  Committee  has  met  and  elected  Mr.  W.  J. 
Davis  of  Stogham,  to  he  their  Chairman  for  th.  ensurng  year.  (Cheers.) 

TELEGRAM  FROM  THE  TELEPHONE  EMPLOYEES. 

SriiS  JSuS,  MWSl  t contrary! 

to  there  being  19  000  pensionable  servants,  is  also  incorrect,  the  actual  num  ei 
being  only  12^000  ’ All  I can  say  about  these  denials  of  my  statement  is  that  the 
figures  which  I quoted  appeared  in  the  newspapers  more  than  two  months  ago,  and 
the  telephone  operators  never  thought  for  a single  moment  to  repudiate  them. 

UNIFICATION  OF  LABOUR  FORCES. 

Mr.  J.  Mill  (Boilermakers)  moved : — . o 

That  this  Congress  is  of  opinion  that  it  is  highly  desirable  that  steps 
i 1rl  1 +„i.„n  unite  in  one  effective  central  organisation  the  vanous 

^TabTur  Party, 6wfth ^hTobjeTof the 
Oon^e  , 1 , Partv  in  formulating  a scheme  for  the  establish- 

consider  how  far  it  is  practical  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  above  object,  and 
report  to  next  Congress. 
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Proposal  for  Fusion  of  Trades  Union  Congress  Parliamentary  Committee 

and  Labour  Party. 

Name. — There  shall  be  one  grand  national  organisation  called  the  Labour 
Congress. 

Constitution.— The  Congress  is  a Federation  of  Trade  Unions,  Trade  and 
Socialist  Societies. 

Objects.  —The  Congress  shall  (1)  watch  over  all  legislation  affecting  labour, 
(2)  organise  and  maintain  in  Parliament  a Political  Labour  Party,  (3)  establish 
a fund  for  mutual  assistance  and  support. 

Annual  Meeting.— There  shall  be  an  Annual  Congress  during  the  first 
week  in  September. 

Qualification  of  Delegates  to  Congress. — Delegates  shall  be  accredited 
members  of  an  affiliated  body. 

Basis  of  Representation. — Affiliated  bodies  may  each  appoint  one  delegate 
for  every  2,000  members  or  fraction  thereof. 

Affiliation  and  Delegates’  Fees. — Each  affiliated  body  shall  pay  an 
affiliation  fee  of  £3  per  1,000  members,  or  fraction  thereof,  of  the  full  numerical 
strength  bf  the  membership,  and  20s.  for  each  delegate  attending  Congress. 

Grand  Congr-ess  Committee. — Congress  shall  elect  a Grand  Congress 
Committee  of  24  members. 

Standing  Sujb-Committee. — Grand  Congress  Committee  at  the  first 
meeting  after  Congress  shall  appoint  their  three  Standing  Sub-Committees 
of  eight  members  each : — 

(1)  Parliamentary  and  Bills  Committee. 

(2)  Labour  Representation  Committee. 

(3)  Insurance  Committee. 

Procedure  of  Committees. — Each  Sub-Committee  shall  meet  once  per 
month  on  the  same  day,  and  on  the  following  day  there  shall  be  a meeting  of 
the  Grand  Committee. 

Minutes  of  Sub-Committees  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Grand  Committee, 
and  all  business  done  in  Sub-Committee  must  be  submitted  to  Grand  Committee 
for  confirmation  or  otherwise. 

He  said : You  will  notice  that  in  the  Report  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee,  on 
page  23,  we  say  that  a report  on  this  matter  was  presented  to  the  last'  Congress, 
and  since  that  time  further  negotiations  have  taken  place,  with  the  result  that 
the  Management  Committee  of  the  General  Federation  decided  as  follows  : — 

The  Management  Committee  believes  that  the  best  results  can  be  achieved 
by  the  General  Federation  of  Trade  Unions  maintaining  its  separate  identity 
and  autonomy,  and  by  a general  agreement  to  co-operate  with  the  other 
national  organisations  on  matters  of  national  importance. 

In  other  words,  the  General  Federation  of  Trade  Unions  have  definitely  decided  not 
to  make  one  of  the  triumvirate  with  the  Joint  Board  we  are  trying  to  form. 
I may  also  say  that  this  resolution  has  been  before  you  at  many  Congresses.  My 
society  has  been  responsible  for  keeping  the  matter  before  you  for  the  last  two  or 
three  years,  and  last  year,  at  Newcastle,  we  altered  the  resolution.  I do  not  Know 
whether  we  had  some  prophet  in  the  Grouping  Committee  at  that  time,  but  they 
deliberately  voted  against  including  the  Federation  in  our  unification  proposal. 
Notwithstanding  that,  it  was  decided  by  the  Parliamentary  Committee  to  continue 
the  negotiations  that  had  been  proceeding  through  the  Joint  Board  of  the  three 
bodies,  being  the  only  unifying  body  that  we  had.  The  result  of  those  further 
negotiations  I have  already  described.  At  the  Newcastle  Congress  last  year,  we 
decided  in  favour  of  the  unification  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  and  the  Labour 
Party.  The  Federation  has  now  decided  to  stand  outside,  so  the  position  is  quite 
clear.  The  Joint  Board  decided  to  do  nothing  until  after  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Federation,  and  at  that  annual  meeting,  the  decision  of  the  Management 
Committee  of  the  Federation  was  endorsed.  This  resolution,  then,  does  not  call 
upon  the  Joint  Board,  and  as  the  Joint  Board  comprises  representatives  of  these 
three  bodies,  it  is  not  a matter  for  the  Joint  Board  to  consider  any  further.  The 
resolution  asks  that  we,  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  this  Congress,  co-operate 
with  the  Executive  of  the  Labour  Party.  We  have  drafted  an  amended  scheme, 
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and  this  scheme,  which  was  also  before  the  last  Congress,  was  not  accepted  as 
it  was  printed,  but  it  was  sent  along  as  a proposal,  as  a basis,  as  something  that 
might  be  considered  if  wo  should  agree  upon  the  principle,  and  thereafter  draft 
a scheme.  And  while  the  scheme  appears  again  before  you,  you  are  not  committed 
to  the  details  of  it;  you  are  only  asked  to  allow  it  to  go  forward  as  something 
that  may  be  considered  with  any  other  proposals  that  may  bo  forthcoming.  Wo 
have  been  talking  of  international  unity  very  much  this  week,  and  what  stands 
against  international  unity  is  the  division  of  our  forces  hero.  Our  American 
friends  know  well  enough  which  is  the  body  that  represents  Trade  Unionists  here, 
because  of  their  long  association  with  us,  but  T feel  quite  sure  that  not  another 
nation  in  the  world  is  certain  as  to  which  is  the  body  that  entirely  represents  Trade 
Unionism  in  this  country,  aryl  there  has  been  constant  confusion  in  the  minds  of  our 
friends  all  the  world  over  as  to  whom  they  should  look  to  for  authoritative  infor- 
mation concerning  the  Trade  Union  movement  of  this  country.  If  we  talk  of 
local  unity,  the  same  thing  applies.  There  is  not  a question  of  national  importance 
that  arises  in  our  localities  or  districts  that  does  not  create  a doubt  in  the  men’s 
minds  as  to  which  of  the  three  national  bodies  the  subject  should  be  remitted. 
There  are  also  those  who  oppose  this  resolution  because  they  are  not  in  favour 
of  identifying  themselves  with  anything  in  the  nature  of  political  action.  I cannqt 
understand  that  position,  because  the  first  function  under  the  Standing  Orders 
of  this  Congress  and  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  is  to  watch  over  legislation 
in  the  interests  of  the  workers.  If  that  is  not  a political  duty,  I do  not  understand 
what  the  word  “ politics  ” means.  Our  chief  duty  as  a Parliamentary  Committee 
is  to  interview  and  lobby  Ministers  and  Members  of  Parliament,  and  we  prided  our- 
selves many  years  ago  that  when  we  had  our  own  party  in  Parliament,  all  this 
cap-in-hand  business  would  disappear,  but  we  have  been  continuing  the  lobbying 
and  the  deputations,  most  of  us,  with  very  little  result.  If  we  could  carry  out  the 
policy  of  this  resolution,  we  should  put  an  end  to  the  oonstant  jealousies  that 
now  afflict  us  with  regard  to  the  respective  claims  of  the  two  bodies.  It  would  also 
put  an  end  to  the  doubt  as  to  the  position  of  the  General  Federation  of  Trade 
Unions.  The  General  Federation  is  not  a national  body  in  the  same  sense  that 
the  Trades  Union  Congress  is,  and  I ask  you  to  set  aside  the  conservatism,  the 
red  tape,  that  has  held  us  back,  and  to  launch  out  as  one  national  Labour  force. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr.  J.  Anderson  (Stevedores)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 

Mr.  R.  Smillie  (Miners’  Federation) : Does  the  resolution  moved  now  necessarily 
contain  the  scheme? 

Mr.  J.  Hill:  Yes,  but  only  as  something  to  be  considered,  you  are  not  com- 
mitted to  it. 

Mr.  R.  Smillie:  The  Miners’  Federation  is  in  favour  of  the  principle  of  the 
unity  of  the  forces,  but  they  are  of  opinion  that  only  the  principle  should  be 
agreed  upon  here,  and  that  we  should  not  pass  any  scheme  of  the  kind  proposed. 
If  you  cannot  leave  the  scheme  part  out,  we  want  the  whole  thing  withdrawn  until 
next  year,  so  that  we  may  have  an  opportunity  for  considering  the  matter.  We 
would  vote  for  the  resolution,  but  we  do  not  think  the  scheme  should  be  in  it. 

Mr.  J.  Cross  (Amalgamated  Weavers) : With  respect  to  the  point  put  by  Mr 
Hill,  as  to  some  unions  not  caring  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  political  side  of 
the  Labour  movement,  I may  say  that  I believe  in  political  action  as  well  as  industrial 
action,  but  some  years  since,  after  careful  consideration,  we  decided  that  the 
Labour  Party  and  the  General  Federation  of  Trade  Unions  should  be  kept  outside  the 
Trades  Union  Congress,  because  it  was  considered  doubtful  whether  we  could  dispose 
of  the  whole  of  the  work  of  reviewing  the  year’s  activities  of  the  three  branches 
of  the  movement  in  one  week’s  discussions.  I hope  Congress  will  reject  this  resolu- 
tion. ' 

Mr.  A.  Smith  (London  Cabdrivers) : Are  we  voting  for  the  resolution  only? 

The  President  : According  to  the  answer  given  by  Mr.  Hill  just  now,  you  are 
also  voting  for  the  scheme  as  a matter  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  But  he  now- 
wants  to  know  if  he  may  be  permitted  to  withdraw  the  scheme  portion  of  the 
proposal. 
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The  announcement  of  Mr.  Hill’s  request  for  permission  to  withdraw  the  scheme 
suggestions  was  greeted  with  cries  of  “ Yes  ” and  “ No.” 

Mr.  R.  Smillie  (Miners’  Federation) : There  are  two  separate  and  distinct 
resolutions,  the  first  of  which  is  now  being  moved.  There  are  two  resolutions,  you 
can  see  that  from  the  Agenda.  He  can  easily  withdraw  the  second. 

The  President:  I am  afraid  not.  The  Congress  says  “ No.” 

Finally,  however,  it  was  decided  to  take  a card  vote  on  the  first  resolution — 
that  is,  the  proposal  independent  of  the  suggested  scheme. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Chandler  (Railway  Clerks) : In  the  resolution  there  occur  the 
words,  “ and  we  remit  to  them  this  scheme.”  If  you  take  away  the  scheme,  what 
is  there  to  be  remitted  ? 

The  President  : There  will  be  no  scheme. 

A card  vote  on  the  first  portion  of  the  resolution  resulted  as  follows : — 


For  the  resolution  310,000 

Against  1,064,000 

Majority  against  754,000 


The  President  : The  resolution  is  therefore  lost,  and  the  other  one  is  withdrawn. 

TRADE  UNION  OFFICIALS  TO  ATTEND  INQUIRIES. 

Mr.  Parfitt  (Enginemen’s  Federation)  moved:  — 

That  steps  be  taken  to  introduce  a Bill  giving  power  to  Trade  Union 
officials  to  attend  coroners’  inquiries,  post  mortem  examinations,  and  Board 
of  Trade  inquiries  with  respect  to  accidents  where  their  members’  interests  are 
concerned,  with  power  to  cross-examine  witnesses  and  ask  for  any  evidence 
they  may  think  necessary;  and  that  no  inquest  or  inquiry  be  held,  except  a 
formal  inquiry  for  burial  purposes,  until  the  Trade  Union  concerned  has 
been  enabled  to  arrange  for  an  official  to  be  present.  Such  notice  to  be 
given  by  the  person  holding  the  inquest  or  Board  of  Trade  inquiry. 

He  said : The  objects  of  the  resolution  are  so  clearly  defined  that  there  is  really 
no  necessity  for  any  explanation  on  my  part.  It  has  been  discussed  over  and  over 
again.  It  has  stood  the  test  of  many  discussions,  and  has  become  a hardy  annual. 
We  bring  it  forward  time  after  time,  in  the  hope  of  getting  what  we  want  through 
your  support,  which  we  trust  will  once  more  be  given  to  us. 

Mr.  T.  Evans  (Miners’  Federation)  : In  seconding  this  resolution  I trust  we  shall 
have  your  support,  as  it  is  an  important  question. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 

WORKMEN  TO  SERVE  ON  JURIES. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Davies  (Middlesbrough  Dockers)  moved:  — 

That  the  Parliamentary  Committee  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Home 
Secretary  the  necessity  for  a change  in  the  present  system  of  impannelling 
coroners’  juries  so  as  to  enable  workmen  to  serve. 

He  said : Publicans  and  all  sorts  of  people  of  that  kind  are  allowed  to  serve  on 
these  juries,  and  we  are  unable  to  see  the  justice  of  keeping  workmen  away  from 
them. 

Mr.  G.  Milligan  (Liverpool  Dockers)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 

AMENDMENT  FROM  THE  NATIONAL  UNI?ON  OF  CLERKS. 

An  amendment  to  the  Dockers’  resolution  with  respect  to  coroners’  juries 
appeared  on  the  Agenda  in  the  following  form : — 

Add:  “ and  to  press  for  the  abolition  of  special  juries.” 

The  President  : I may  say  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee, this  amendment  is  entirely  out  of  order. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Davies  (Dockers) : I forgot  that,  but  I have  to  submit  that  the 
amendment  is  entirely  out  of  order,  because,  so  far  as  coroners’  inquests  are 
concerned,  to  which  this  resolution  is  confined,  there  are  no  special  juries. 
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The  President  : Yes,  you  will  notice  that  the  resolution  is  confined  to  coroners’ 
juries  only,  and  there  are  no  special  coroners’  juries;  so,  under  tho  circumstances, 

I must  rule  the  amendment  out  of  order. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

CERTIFICATES  FOR  PERSONS  IN  CHARGE  OF  ENGINES  AND  BOILERS. 

Mr.  W.  Hopkins  (Enginemen’s  Federation)  moved:  — 

That  the  Parliamentary  Committee  bo  instructed  to  use  all  legitimate 
means  to  secure  the  passing  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  making  provision  for  all 
persons  in  charge  of  engines  and  boilers  to  be  compelled  to  obtain  certificates 
of  competency. 

He  said : This  has  been  before  the  Congress  for  the  last  16  years,  and  I hope  and 
trust  you  will  give  us  every  assistance  to  carry  the  resolution  into  effect. 

Mr.  PI.  Smith  (.Miners’  Federation)  formally  seconded  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  carried. 

THE  SATISFACTORY  ELECTORAL  REFORM  RILL. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Davis  (Parliamentary  Committee)  moved:  — 

That  this  Congress  declares  that  no  Electoral  Reform  Bill  will  bo  satis- 
factory which  does  not  provide  for  : — 

(a)  A reduction  to  at  least  three  months  of  the  qualifying  period  by 
which  electors  may  be  placed  on  the  register ; 

(b)  the  appointment  of  a Registrar,  whose  duty  shall  be  to  see  that 
all  duly  qualified  voters  are  placed  upon  the  register ; 

(c)  the  payment  by  the  State  of  the  returning  officer’s  expenses; 

(d)  the  holding  of  all  General  Elections  on  one  and  the  same  day ; 
and  the  closing  of  public-houses  during  the  hours  of  polling; 

( e ) the  amendment  of  the  Corrupt  and  Illegal  Practices  Act  in  the 
direction  of  greater  stringency ; 

(/)  the  extension  of  the  franchise  to  all  adults,  male  and  female; 

(g)  a more  equitable  distribution  of  seats; 
and  that  the  Parliamentary  Committee  be  instructed  to  draft  a Bill  upon 
these  lines,  to  be  introduced  next  year. 

He  said : I have  a large  and  important  resolution  to  submit  to  you.  If  the  various 
points  in  this  charter  were  enacted  in  respect  to  the  political  situation  in  this  country, 
the  Labour  Party  in  the  House  of  Commons  would  be  very  much  stronger  than  it  is, 
and  it  would  have  more  power  behind  it  in  the  country.  We  are  against  plural  voting. 
Many  of  our  efforts  to  secure  seats  in  the  House  of  Commons  have  been  marred 
completely  because  the  workingman  only  has  one  vote  and  the  rich  have  many. 
There  was  in  this  resolution  two  years  ago  a demand  for  payment  of  Members. 
That  is  one  part  of  the  charter  which  we  have  obtained.  Another  condition  we 
lay  down  is  that  the  Returning  Officer’s  charges  should  be  paid  by  the  public, 
and  I trust  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whoever  he  may  be,  will  cut 
the  Gordian  knot  on  this  question,  as  he  did  in  respect  to  the  payment  of  Members, 
and  provide  for  the  payment  of  these  charges  in  his  next  Budget.  The  House  of 
Commons  has  had  introduced  into  it  a large  measure  of  reform.  The  Electoral 
Bill  of  the  Government  proposes  to  do  away  with  University  representation  and 
plural  voting.  You  will  notice  that  we  want  to  be  on  the  register  more  often  than 
we  are.  We  are  a migratory  class  ; workingmen  must  follow  the  work,  and  they 
cannot  neglect  their  living  in  order  to  look  after  their  vote.  In  the  Bill  promoted 
by  the  Government  there  is  provision  made  that  you  shall  be  on  the  register  at 
least  once  in  six  months,  and  that  every  month  there  shall  be  a revision  of  the 
register.  That  is  a fair  compromise  to  the  proposal  in  the  resolution.  Another 
point  is,  we  want  to  do  away  with  the  cost  of  claiming  the  vote,  the  proceedings  in 
the  Registration  Court,  which  is  very  costly  to  the  Labour  movement  and  to  every 
other  party,  and  we  ask  that  a special  Registrar  shall  be  appointed.  The  Govern- 
ment propose  that  the  Town  Clerk  should  be  responsible  for  seeing  that  the 
voters  are  on  the  register,  and  I am  inclined  to  think  that  that  suggestion  is 
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better  than  our  own  proposal,  because  the  Town  Clerk  is  an  official  actually 
appointed  and  already  in  charge  of  the  public  department.  There  are  various 
objections,  on  the  ground  of  their  red-tape  methods,  that  might  be  urged  against 
the  appointment  of  Government  officials  for  this  purpose,  but  if  the  Town  Clerk 
was  made  responsible  for  the  register  our  Labour  representatives  in  every  City 
and  Town  Council  could  challenge  and  charge  the  official  for  any  dereliction  of 
duty. 

Mr.  T.  M.  Jones  (Miners’  Federation):  In  seconding  this  resolution,  I want 
to  refer  to  one  item  which  has  not  been  touched  upon  by  the  mover,  which  is  an 
important  consideration  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  democratic  franchise.  There 
is  nothing  here  to  bring  into  operation  the  principle  of  manhood  suffrage.  It  is 
proposed  only  to  abolish  plural  voters  for  Parliament.  The  Government  do  not 
propose  to  abolish  the  leisured  classes  and  property  owners  in  local  elections, 
and  I hope  this  Congress  will  lay  it  down  emphatically  that  when  there  is  going 
to  be  a franchise  reform — quite  apart  from  the  women’s  question — there  shall  only 
be  one  register  for  local  and  Parliamentary  elections.  (Hear,  hear.) 

The  President  : I should  like  to  point  out  that  some  of  us  have  our  eyes 
on  that  particular  question. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously. 


VOTE  OE  THANKS  TO  THE  MAYOR  AND  MAYORESS. 

The  President  : Well,  fellow  delegates,  that  is  the  end  of  our  Agenda.  I 
have  now  to  call  upon  Mr.  Mullin  to  move  a vote  of  thanks  to  the  Mayor  and 
Mayoress  of  Newport. 

Mr.  W.  Mullin  (Parliamentary  Committee)  : We  should  indeed  be  remiss  in 
the  discharge  of  our  duties  if  we  did  not  accord  our  most  hearty  thanks  to  the 
Mayor  and  Mayoress  of  Newport  for  their  kindness  during  our  visit.  During  our 
stay  in  Newport  the  Mayor  has  shown  to  the  Parliamentary  Committee  especially 
that  he  has  strong  sympathies  for  those  whom  we  represent.  (Hear,  hear.)  He 
is  worthy  to  be  a Mayor.  The  chief  magistrate  of  any  borough  should  be  a man 
who  can  feel  for  those  over  whom  he  presides,  and  in  the  Mayor  of  Newport, 
undoubtedly,  we  have  such  a man.  It  was  not  his  fault  that  the  weather  was 
indifferent  in  quality  when  we  attended  the  garden  party,  and  we  are  persuaded 
that  he  had  the  most  earnest  desire  to  treat  us  well  and  hospitably.  I therefore 
propose  that  the  best  thanks  of  this  Congress  be  extended  to  him  and  his  good 
lady  for  their  kindness  to  us  all  while  in  Newport.  (Cheers.) 

The  President:  Before  we  landed  on  Wednesday  night,  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  boat  trip,  I got  up  to  move  the  customary  vote  of  thanks.  I was  under  the 
impression  then  that  the  boat  trip  was  given  by  the  Mayor,  but  I understand  it 
was  given  by  the  local  Reception  Committee.  I hope,  therefore,  that  they  will 
not  be  offended  with  what  I said  on  that  occasion. 

The  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Mayor  and  Mayoress  was  carried  unanimously. 


VOTE  OF  THANKS  TO  THE  RECEPTION  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  John  Hill  (Parliamentary  Committee)  : I desire  to  move  a hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  Reception  Committee.  All  of  you  must  have  been  struck  with  the 
solicitude  of  the  members  of  that  Committee  who  attended  at  the  railway  station 
on  our  arrival  in  Newport.  (Hear,  hear.)  Some  of  them  were  waiting  upon  certain 
of  the  delegates  until  between  1 and  2 o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  I am  not  aware 
of  a single  case  of  a delegate  being  neglected.  I may  remind  you,  moreover, 
that  the  Reception  Committee  made  personal  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  lodgings, 
and  assured  themselves  in  every  case  that  the  houses  were  satisfactory  in  every 
sense  of  the  word.  And  the  wives  have  vied  with  their  husbands  in  entertaining 
us  to  teas  and  receptions.  The  spirit  of  hospitality,  indeed,  has  been  abundantly 
demonstrated  to  everyone  of  us.  The  success  of  this  Congress  has  been  largely 
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due  to  the  co-operation  of  the  Reception  Committee,  and  I have  the  greatest 
pleasure  in  moving  this  vote  of  thanks  to  them  on  your  behalf.  (Cheers.) 

The  resolution  of  thanks  was  carried  unanimously. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  RECEPTION  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Dinham  (Chairman  of  the  local  Reception  Committee) : I thank 
you,  on  behalf  of  the  Reception  Committee,  for  this  magnificent  vote  of  thanks. 
I can  assure  you  that  it  has  been  a pleasure  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements 
for  this  Congress.  We  are  proud  of  the  fact  that  you  have  visited  Newport,  and 
that  you  have  had  a good  time.  We  hope  that,  upon  your  return  home,  you  will 
have  the  pleasantest  recollections  of  your  visit.  (Cheers.) 

VOTE  OF  THANKS  TO  THE  PRESS- 

Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman  : I desire  to  move  a hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Press. 
As  we  all  know,  everyone  connected  with  the  Press  is  in  character  modest. 
(Laughter.)  That  applies  to  our  friends  who  have 'been  sitting  at  the  Press  table 
during  the  week,  and  more  especially  to  those  representing  the  Press  of  South 
Wales.  Like  yourselves,  I have  attended  many  Congresses,  but  I want  to  say 
here,  without  the  slightest  reflection  upon  any  previous  efforts  on  the  part  of  the 
Press,  that  upon  no  occasion  have  the  local  newspapers  given  fuller  or  better 
accounts  of  your  proceedings  than  have  the  gentlemen  representing  the  South 
Wales  Press.  (Cheers.)  When  I remind  you  that  one  was  able  on  Tuesday  morning 
last  to  take  up  one  of  the  local  newspapers  and  find  something  like  20  columns 
devoted  to  your  proceedings,  nothing  further,  I am  sure,  need  come  from  me  in 
support  of  this  resolution.  (Cheers.)  Our  Chairman,  when  he  has  been  in  a 
freer  position  than  he  occupies  now,  has  suggested  that  in  the  near  future  every 
gentleman  sitting  at  our  Press  table  will  be  able  to  produce  his  union  card. 
Well,  there  is  now  established  a strong  Journalists’  Union,  which  is  making  good 
progress,  and  I want  to  express  the  hope  that  it  will  be  only  a question  of  time 
when  every  member  of  the  Press  table  will  be  able  to  hold  up  his  union  card. 
(Hear,  hear.)  I remember  a gentleman  named  Jimmy  Glover,  of  the  Drury  Lane 
Theatre.  He  once  stated  that  a man  who  did  not  join  a union  would  eventually 
find  himself  in  the  union.  (Laughter  and  cheers.)  I do  not  suggest  that  to  our 
friends  as  a likely  forecast  of  their  own  fate,  but  I do  hope  they  will  think  of  what 
I have  suggested  in  regard  to  their  joining  the  National  Union  of  Journalists. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  T.  E.  Naylor  (London  Compositors)  supported  the  vote  of  thanks.  He 
pointed  out  with  satisfaction  that  there  had  been  at  the  Press  table  during  the 
week  the  representatives  of  a Labour  daily  newspaper,  and  expressed  pleasure  at 
the  possibility  of  there  being  a second  Labour  daily  newspaper  to  report  the 
proceedings  of  their  next  Congress.  He  thought  they  had  every  reason  to  be 
grateful  this  year,  as  on  previous  occasions,  for  the  way  the  Press  had  reported 
their  speeches.  (Cheers.) 

The  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Press  was  carried  unanimously. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  PRESS. 

Mr.  J.  Hopkins  (Newport)  acknowledged  the  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Press  as 
follows : Your  time  is  valuable ; so  is  ours.  Thank  you  very  much.  Our  union 
is  going  strong  down  in  this  locality,  and  here  is  my  card  ! (Laughter  and  cheers.) 

THANKS  AND  PRESENTATION  TO  THE  CHAIRMAN. 

Mr.  Harry  Gosling  (Parliamentary  Committee) : This  is,  I think,  the 
greatest  privilege  of  all.  It  is  my  duty,  on  behalf  of  this  Congress,  which  I think 
has  been  one  of  the  best  we  have  ever  held,  to  offer  our  thanks  to  one  of  the  best 
Chairmen  we  have  ever  had.  (Cheers.)  I have  to  make  the  presentation  of  this 
bell,  which  has  never  been  rung,  and  I had  better  read  the  inscription  : “ Presented 
by  the  delegates  of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  to  Mr.  W.  Thorne,  M.P.,  President. 
Newport,  September  7th,  1912.”  The  Parliamentary  Committee,  last  night,  I think 
for  the  first  time,  passed  a unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Thorne,  not  only  for 
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his  services  in  the  Chair  during  this  week,  but  for  his  services  in  the  Chair  of 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  for  the  whole  year ; and  I also  want  to  congratulate 
him,  in  leaving  this  Chair,  upon  the  fact  that  he  is  to  be  the  first  fraternal 
delegate  to  Canada  from  this  Congress.  (Cheers.)  In  offering  him  this  bell,  I 
think  I ought  to  say  to  him  that,  after  all,  his  success  in  the  Chair  this  week, 
although  he  has  ruled  with  an  iron  hand,  has  been  more  particularly  because  we 
all  know  him  so  well  and  have  a very  great  affection  for  him.  I am  sure  you  will 
allow  me  to  say  for  you  that  this  bell  is  not  only  to  mark  our  appreciation  of  his 
conduct  in  the  Chair  during  this  Congress,  but  that  it  is  to  be  regarded  as  a token 
of  our  love  and  esteem  for  him  in  all  his  works. 

The  delegates  marked  their  endorsement  of  the  sentiments  expressed  by  Mr. 
Gosling  towards  the  President  by  rising  and  singing  with  much  heartiness  “For 
he’s  a jolly  good  fellow  !” 

THE  PRESIDENT  RETURNS  THANKS. 

The  President  returned  thanks  as  follows : This  is  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
moments  of  my  life.  I have  been  charged  during  the  week  with  being  a little  Czar, 
and  with  being  an  autocrat,  and  I have  been  described  by  our  American  Fraternal 
delegate,  comrade,  and  friend  Berry  as  a scientific  steam-roller.  (Laughter.)  Well, 
I think  you  will  agree  with  me  when  I say  that,  when  you  have  got  over  500 
delegates  attending  a Congress  of  this  kind  from  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  among  them  some  of  the  most  brilliant  men  in  the  Trade  Union  and  Socialist 
movement — men  who  can  hold  their  own  upon  any  question  with  any  university 
man — when  a man  has  to  preside  over  a delegation  of  that  character,  you  have  got 
to  have  your  wits  about  you  all  the  time.  I have  said  on  many  occasions  that  I do 
not  care  how  autocratic  a chairman  is  so  long  as  he  deals  out  the  same  treatment 
to  every  man  in  the  assembly,  and  I do  not  think  I have  shown  any  partiality  in  my 
treatment  of  the  delegates  here.  (Hear,  hear.)  I know  a few  complaints  have  been 
made,  but  that  is  bound  to  happen  to  any  Chairman.  On  this  bell,  I find  there 
is  engraven  the  emblem  of  the  Gasworkers’  and  General  Labourers’  Union,  and 
also  the  coat-of-arms  of  Newport.  I also  find  there  is  an  inscription  which  reads, 
“ Love,  Unity,  Fidelity.”  Well,  I love  every  man  and  woman  in  this  country,  and  I 
trust  that  all  of  us  in  the  Labour  movement  love  one  another,  although  we  disagree. 
I can  have  a quarrel  with  a man,  and  he  can  hit  me  as  hard  as  he  likes — not  where 
he  likes — (laughter) — and  I expect,  of  course,  that  that  man  will  stop  for  his 
change.  But,  after  the  argument  is  over,  I carry  no  enmity  at  all.  (Cheers.) 
Fidelity,  and  more  especially  unity — that  applies  to  all  of  us,  not  only  in  this 
Congress,  but  throughout  this  country,  and  in  all  other  countries  where  similar  men 
are  assembled.  We  are  all  working  for  a common  object — for  the  abolition  of 
poverty,  and  for  placing  the  workers  in  a better  position  than  that 
which  they  now  occupy.  Although  it  has  been  said  that  this  Congress  has  been 
one  of  the  most  successful  that  has  ever  been  held,  I hope  the  future  Chairmen  will 
be  able  to  rule  with  equal  satisfaction.  I want  to  warn  Mr.  Davis,  your  new 
Chairman,  to  get  complete  control  of  the  Congress  on  the  opening  day,  because,  if 
you  don’t,  Mr.  Davis,  they  will  have  you  all  over  the  shop  in  five  minutes ! 
(Laughter.)  You  must  get  control.  There  are  various  ways  of  dealing  with  men. 
Yesterday  afternoon,  when  we  had  that  debate  on  political  action,  for  the  first 
20  minutes  I could  see  the  delegates  were  bubbling  over  with  suppressed  excitement, 
and  I mentally  decided  that  if  I did  not  get  charge  of  the  delegates  there  would  be 
trouble.  And  there  would  have  been  trouble,  if  if  had  not  been  for  my  easy 
way  of  dealing  with  them  by  just  keeping  them  down ! (Laughter.)  I accept  this 
bell  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  and  I shall  value  it  highly  for  the  remainder  of  my 
life.  (Loud  cheers.) 

PRESENTATION  TO  THE  MINUTE  SECRETARY. 

The  President  : I have  pleasure  in  handing  this  smaller  bell  to  Mr.  Sundy, 
the  Minute  Secretary  to  the  Congress.  Mr.  Sundy,  for  the  past  three  or  four  months, 
has  been  working  night  and  day  on  our  behalf.  Every  time  we  came  down  to 
Newport  in  connection  with  the  preparations  for  this  gathering,  we  found  him  at 
our  disposal.  I think  I am  justified  in  saying  that  Mr.  Sundy  has  been  one  of 
the  smartest  Minute  Secretaries  we  have  ever  had  in  the  Congress.  It  has  never 
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taken  him  more  than  three  minutes  to  get  through  his  record  of  the  previous  day’s 
proceedings. 

Mr.  Sundy:  I thank  you  heartily  for  this  handsome  present  for  the  work  I 
have  put  in  during  this  Congress  week  and  prior  to  the  Congress  coming  to  Newport. 
Every  member  of  the  local  Reception  Committee,  I can  assure  you,  workod  hand  in 
hand  in  trying  to  bring  about  a good  feeling  among  the  delegates,  and  it  is  very 
gratifying  to  know  that  we  have  received  no  complaints  whatever  concerning  tho 
lodgings  we  engaged  for  some  of  them.  I do  not  think  I will  prolong  the  Congress 
any  further,  except  to  assure  you  that  I shall  place  this  bell  in  a conspicuous  place 
in  my  household,  so  that,  after  I am  gone,  my  children  will  be  able  to  look  upon 
it  as  a cherished  souvenir  of  the  great  gathering  of  the  Newport  Congress  in  1912. 
■(Cheers.) 


“ AULD  LANG  SYNE.” 

And  that  was  the  last  of  the  many  speeches  delivered  in  connection  with  the 
Newport  Trades  Union  Congress.  As  soon  as  Mr.  Sundy  had  concluded  his  few 
remarks  the  occupants  of  the  platform  and  the  body  of  the  hall  joined  hands  in 
time-honoured  fashion,  and  brought  the  proceedings  to  an  appropriate  close  by 
heartily  singing  “ Auld  Lang  Syne.” 


I 


Mr.  JAMES  M.  JACK 

( Associated  Ironmoulders  of  Scotland ). 

It  is  'with  considerable  regret  that  your  Committee  have  to  report  j 
the  death  of  Mr.  James  M.  Jack,  who  passed  away  in  the  early  morning 
of  Friday,  September  28th,  at  the  age  of  64.  Mr.  Jack  had  held  the 
position  of  General  Secretary  of  the  Associated  Ironmoulders  of 
Scotland  for  33  years,  and  was  also  President  of  the  Federation  of 
Engineering  and  Shipbuilding  Trades.  The  deceased  gentleman  was  first 
elected  upon  the  Parliamentary  Committee  at  the  Aberdeen  Congress  in 
1884,  and,  with  the  exception  of  two  years,  retained  his  seat  upon  the 
Committee  up  to  the  year  1896.  Mr.  Jack  was  appointed  Chairman  of 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  at  the  first  Swansea  Congress  in  1887, 
and  in  the  preceding  year  was  elected  as  one  of  the  Vice-Chairmen  of 
the  Labour  Electoral  Association,  the  forerunner  of  the  Independent 
Labour  Party.  He  became  a member  of  the  Glasgow  Town  Council  in 
1890,  and  was  elected  to  the  Magistracy  in  1895.  Mr.  Jack  had  been 
appointed  by  his  society  as  one  of  its  delegates  to  the  recent  Congress 
in  Newport,  and  upon  hearing  that  he  was  prevented  by  illness  from 
attending  the  delegates  unanimously  decided  to  send  him  a message  of 
sympathy. 
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TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS  STANDING  ORDERS. 


DATE  OF  MEETING. 

1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Con- 
gress shall  i be  held  during  the  first 
week  in  September,  commencing  on 
the  first  Monday. 

DURATION  OF  SITTINGS. 

2.  On  the  first  day  Congress  shall 
assemble  at  12  o’clock  noon  prompt ; 
on  each  succeeding  day  at  9-30  a.m., 
adjourn  at  1 p.m.,  reassemble  (Wed- 
nesday excepted)  at  2 p.m.,  and 
adjourn  for  the  day  at  5 p.m. 

DELEGATES’  QUALIFICATION. 

3.  The  Congress  shall  consist  of 
delegates  who  are  or  have  been  bona- 
fide  workers  at  the  trade  which  they 
represent,  and  are  legal  members  of 
trade  societies ; but  no  person  can  be 
a delegate  to  the  Trades  Union  Con- 
gress unless  he  is  actually  working  at 
his  trade  at  the  time  of  the  appoint- 
ment, or  is  a permanent  paid  working 
official  of  his  Trade  Union. 

No  representative  shall  be  accepted 
as  bona-fide  other  than  direct  repre- 
sentation from  Trade  Unions. 

The  delegate’s  name,  the  number  of 
members  in  the  society,  together  with 
the  amount  of  the  society’s  contribu- 
tion, shall  be  forwarded  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee 14  days  prior  to  the  meeting 
of  Congress. 

BASIS  OF  REPRESENTATION. 

4.  Trade  societies,  by  whatever 
name  they  may  be  known,  shall  be 
entitled  to  one  delegate  for  every 
2,000  members  or  fraction  thereof, 
provided  always  that  they  have  paid 
£1  10s.  for  every  1,000  or  fraction 
thereof  of  the  full  numerical  strength 
of  the  society — probationary,  free,  or 
otherwise — towards  the  expenses  of 
the  Parliamentary  Committee  for  the 
past  year,  and  10s.  for  each  delegate 
attending  the  Congress.  The  names 
and  addresses  of  the  delegates  must 
be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  14  days 
prior  to  the  date  fixed  for  the  meeting 
of  the  Congress. 


A credential  card  shall  not  be  issued 
to  any  society  which  has  failed  to 
comply  with  the  foregoing  conditions. 

CONGRESS  OFFICIALS. 

5.  The  Chairman  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  for  the  past  year 
shall  be  President  of  the  Congress, 
and  the  Vice-Chairman,  the  Vice- 
President,  and  the  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee shall  be  the  Secretary  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Congress.  The  Chair- 
man shall  deliver  the  opening  address, 
which  shall  not  exceed  thirty  minutes. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES. 

6.  Special  committees  shall  be  ap- 
pointed to  deal  with  questions  affect- 
ing the  different  industries,  and  where 
the  propositions  are  of  a technical 
character  they  shall  be  remitted  to 
committees  composed  of  representa- 
tives from  the  societies  whose  mem- 
bers are  engaged  in  the  industry  to 
which  the  proposition  refers,  who 
shall  fully  consider  the  same  and 
report  to  Congress. 

TELLERS. 

7.  Six  or  more  delegates  shall  be 
appointed  as  tellers,  whose  returns  of 
the  numbers  voting  shall  be  final, 
except  in  cases  of  dispute,  when  the 
President  shall  order  a recount. 

VOTING. 

8.  The  method  of  voting  shall  be 
by  card,  to  be  issued  to  the  delegates 
of  trade  societies  according  to  mem- 
bership, and  paid  for  (as  per  Standing 
Order  No.  4)  on  the  basis  of  one  card 
for  every  1,000  members  or  fractional 
part  thereof  represented. 

Such  cards  to  be  issued  to  delegates 
by  the  Secretary  to  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  before  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress. 

[It  will  only  be  necessary  to  resort 
to  this  method  of  voting  in 
divisions  that  may  be  challenged 
by  delegates  to  Congress .] 
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QUALIFICATION  FOK  PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMITTEE. 

9.  No  candidate  shall  be  eligible  for 
election  on  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee unless  he  is  a delegate  (as  per 
Standing  Order  No.  3),  and  the  society 
so  represented  must  have  contributed 
towards  the  payment  of  the  expenses 
of  that  Committee,  in  accordance  with 
Standing  Order  No.  4,  during  the  year 
previous  to  his  election. 

In  no  case  shall  two  members  of  one 
trade  be  elected  on  the  Parliamentary 
Committee ; such  condition  not  to 
apply  to  the  election  of  Secretary. 

No  candidate  shall  be  eligible  for 
election  on  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee who  has  privately  assisted, 
■during  the  year  preceding  Congress, 
in  the  production  of  anything  made 
by  non-union  labour  or  by  such  firms 
as  may  be  declared  unfair  by  the 
interested  trade  society,  or  who  has 
continued  to  assist  privately  in  the 
production  of  anything  made  by  non- 
union labour  or  by  such  firms  as  may 
be  declared  unfair  by  the  interested 
trade  society,  after  such  matters  have 
been  pointed  out  to  him. 

ELECTION  OF  PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMITTEE. 

10.  A Parliamentary  Committee  of 
sixteen  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  on 
the  last  day  but  one  of  each  Congress, 
who  shall  continue  in  office  until  they 
are  re-elected,  or  their  successors 
appointed. 

For  purposes  of  election  the  whole 
of  the  unions  sending  delegates  shall 
be  grouped  as  follows : — 

Boilermakers  and  Iron  Ship- 
builders. 

Building  Trades. 

Cotton  Operatives. 

Dock  Labourers,  Stevedores,  Crane 
men,  Enginemen,  etc. 

Engineers. 

Gasworkers  and  General  Labourers. 

Metalworkers. 

Miners. 

Printing  and  Paper  Trades. 

Railway  Servants. 

Weavers. 

Miscellaneous  Trades. 


The  voting  shall  be  by  a ballot  of 
the  whole  Congress.  No  limit  shall  be 
placed  on  the  number  of  candidates  in 
any  group.  The  candidate  receiving 
the  highest  number  of  votes  in  each 
group  shall  be  declared  elected,  except 
in  the  Miscellaneous  group,  which  is 
provided  for  in  the  following  para- 
graph. 

Miscellaneous  trades  will  include  all 
societies  not  included  in  the  scheduled 
trades,  and,  subject  to  Standing  Order 
No.  9,  no  trade  shall  have  more  than 
one  representative.  The  five  candi- 
dates who  receive  the  highest  number 
of  votes  shall  be  declared  elected. 

The  schedule  of  trades  is  based  on 
the  representation  of  1905,  but  in  the 
event  of  any  great  reduction  in  the 
number  represented  by  any  of  the 
scheduled  groups,  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  shall  be  empowered  to 
remove  the  group  from  special  repre- 
sentation, and  add  the  additional 
representative  to  the  Miscellaneous 
Trades. 

The  group  to  which  each  candidate 
belongs  shall  be  printed  on  the  ballot 
paper. 

Canvassing  and  bartering  of  votes 
for  any  position  or  purpose  shall  be 
strictly  forbidden.  Any  candidate  on 
whose  behalf  such  means  are  em- 
ployed shall  be  held  responsible,  and 
upon  it  being  proved  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee, he  shall  be  disqualified  for 
election  and  his  society  debarred  from 
representation  on  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  or  any  other  position  for 
three  years.  This  notification  to  be 
printed  at  the  foot  of  all  ballot  papers 
issued. 

In  the  event  of  the  death  or  resigna- 
tion of  any  member  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee,  the  candidate 
who  secured  the  next  highest  number 
of  votes  to  the  successful  candidate 
in  the  same  group  shall  be  co-opted 
on  the  Committee.  Failing  any  de- 
feated candidate  in  the  same  group, 
the  candidate  (whose  trade  is  not 
already  represented)  receiving  the 
next  highest  number  of  votes  in  the 
Miscellaneous  Trades  group  shall  be 
co-opted  on  the  Committee. 
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The  ballot  papers  shall  be  issued  by 
the  Scrutineers,  and  after  being  filled 
up  shall  then  be  immediately  placed 
in  the  box  without  inspection  by  the 
delegates  other  than  those  of  the 
society  voting.  Any  delegate  or  dele- 
gates found  guilty  of  violating  this 
Standing  Order  shall  at  once  be  re- 
ported to  Congress,  named  by  the 
President,  and  expelled.  Such  dele- 
gate or  delegates  shall  not  be  eligible 
to  attend  Congress  again  for  three 
years. 

DUTIES  OF  THE  PARLIAMENTARY 
COMMITTEE. 

11.  The  Parliamentary  Committee 
shall  elect  from  among  themselves  a 
Chairman,  Vice-Chairman,  and  Trea- 
surer for  the  ensuing  year. 

In  the  event  of  a legal  point  arising, 
which  in  the  opinion  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  (after  consulta- 
tion with  counsel)  should  be  tested  in 
the  House  of  Lords  in  the  general 
interest  of  Trade  Unionism,  the 
Committee  shall  be  empowered  to 
levy  the  affiliated  societies  pro  rata 
to  provide  the  necessary  expenses. 
Any  society  failing  to  pay  the  levy 
shall  be  reported  to  Congress. 

In  all  Parliamentary  constituencies 
where  any  Labour  candidates  are 
seeking  election  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
m'ttee  shall  endorse  and  support  such 
candidates,  providing  the  following 
conditions  are  complied  with:  — 

(1)  That  such  candidates  are  in 
favour  of  the  reforms  that  may  be 
advocated  by  the  Trades  Union 
Congress ; 

(2)  That  the’r  candidature  is  en- 
dorsed by  a bona-fide  Trade  Union, 
the  General  Federation  of  Trade 
Unions,  or  the  Labour  Party. 

In  all  Parliamentary  elections,  where 
no  Labour  candidate  is  running,  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  shall  question 
the  candidates  as  to  whether  they  are 
in  favour  of  Government  contracts  being 
given  only  to  those  firms  recognised  as 
fair  by  the  Trade  Unions,  and  shall 
submit  to  them  also  any  other  test 
questions  that  may  be  considered 


expedient  at  the  time,  such  questions 
and  the  replies  thereon  to  be  given 
immediate  publicity  in  the  Press. 

PROGRAMME  OF  BUSINESS. 

12.  Propositions  for  the  Congress 
agenda  must  be  signed  by  the  secre- 
tary and  chairman  of  the  society 
sending  them,  and  must  reach  the 
Secretary  of  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee at  least  twelve  weeks  before 
the  time  fixed  for  the  meeting  of 
Congress. 

Such  propositions  shall  be  printed 
and  sent  to  the  official  correspondent!* 
of  recognised  Trade  Unions  not  less 
than  eight  weeks  before  the  meeting 
of  Congress.  The  order  in  which  these 
subjects  are  to  be  discussed  shall  be 
decided  by  ballot  conducted  by  the 
Parliamentary  Committee. 

A Trade  Union  shall  not  be  allowed 
more  than  three  resolutions,  but  in 
order  that  important  Labour  questions 
may  not  be  omitted  from  the  dis- 
cussions at  Congress,  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  are  empowered 
to  place  not  more  than  three  pro- 
positions on  the  Congress  Agenda. 

The  agenda  compiled  by  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  shall  be  taken  as 
the  first  business  of  the  Congress. 

All  amendments  to  the  propositions 
submitted  by  the  various  trades  must 
reach  the  Secretary  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  four  weeks  before 
the  opening  of  Congress,  such  amend- 
ments to  be  signed  by  the  president 
and  secretary,  and  also  bear  the 
stamp  of  the  society. 

A complete  agenda  of  the  propo- 
sitions and  amendments  shall  be 
printed  and  sent,  not  less  than  14 
days  before  the  meeting  of  CongresB, 
to  the  official  correspondents  of  the 
Trade  Unions  who  have  sent  dele 
gates’  fees  in  accordance  with 
Standing  Order  No.  3. 

PARLIAMENTARY  COMMITTEE’S  REPORT. 

13.  The  Congress  having  been  duly 
opened,  the  Parliamentary  Committee 


TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS 


303 


shall  present  their  report  for  the  past 
year,  which  shall  be  laid  on  the  table 
for  discussion.  The  report  shall  be 
discussed  en  seriatim,  and  not  as  a 
whole.  Each  speaker  to  be  limited  to 
five  minutes.  The  report  shall  con- 
tain a list  of  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  meetings,  with  dates,  also 
the  names  of  those  members  who  were 
present  at  such  meetings. 

The  Standing  Orders  of  Congress 
and  Parliamentary  Committee  shall 
be  published  with  each  Annual  Report 
of  the  proceedings  of  Congress. 

SECRETARY  EX-OFFICIO  MEMBER  OF 
CONGRESS. 

14.  The  Secretary  shall  be  .elected 
by  Congress,  and  be  ex-officio  a mem- 
ber of  the  Congress  and  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee.  Should  a 
vacancy  occur  between  the  annual 
meetings  of  the  Congress,  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  shall  have 
power  to  fill  up  the  vacancy.  The 
Secretary  shall  devote  his  whole  time 
to  the  work  (but  this  shall  not 
prevent  him  being  a candidate  for  or 
a member  of  Parliament),  and  he  shall 
remain  in  office  so  long  as  his  work 
and  conduct  give  satisfaction  to  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  and  the 
representatives  attending  Congress. 

No  future  candidate  for  the  office  of 
Secretary  shall  be  eligible  unless  he  is 
prepared  to  sign  the  constitution  of 
the  Labour  Party  in  the  event  of  his 
becoming  a candidate  for  a seat  in 
Parliament. 

NOMINATION  OF  SECRETARY  AND  PARLIA- 
MENTARY COMMITTEE. 

15.  All  nominations  for  the  office  of 
Secretary  and  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee shall  be  sent  to  the  Secretary 
at  least  twelve  weeks  prior  to  the 
meeting  of  Congress,  and  the  list  of 
names  shall  be  published  on  the 
agenda  paper  containing  the  propo- 
sitions that  are  to  be  discussed  at 
Congress.  Individual  ballot  papers 
containing  the  names  of  each  candi- 
date shall  be  supplied  to  delegates  on 
the  day  of  election. 


LIMITATION  OF  SPEECHES. 

16.  The  mover  of  a proposition 
shall  be  allowed  ten  minutes,  the 
seconder  seven,  and  any  or  each 
succeeding  speaker  five  minutes.  A 
delegate  shall  not  speak  more  than 
once  on  a question,  except  the  mover 
of  the  original  proposition,  who  shall 
have  the  right  of  reply. 

All  amendments  to  propositions 
must  be  taken  in  the  order  in  whicu 
they  are  printed. 

Should  the  President  of  the  Con- 
gress consider  there  is  no  practical 
difference  of  opinion  among  the  dele- 
gates, he  shall  have  power  to  stop 
the  discussion  and  submit  the  pro- 
position to  Congress. 

ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  CONGRESS. 

17.  The  Parliamentary  Committee 
shall  assist  and  co-operate  with  the 
local  committee  of  the  place  where 
the  next  Congress  is  to  be  held,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  the  arrange- 
ments as  complete  as  possible,  and 
shall  have  power  to  invite  the  follow- 
ing persons  to  attend  the  sittings  of 
the  Congress  (subject  to  the  approval 
of  Congress),  viz.,  deputations; 
Labour  Members ; Members  of  the 
city  or  borough ; the  Mayor  or 
Provost,  and  the  members  of  the 
Corporation  of  the  place  in  which  the 
Congress  is  held. 

The  Parliamentary  Committee  shall 
me  t during  the  week  prior  to  the 
date  of  each  Congress  for  the  purpose 
of  attending  to  these  matters. 

GENERAL  PURPOSES  COMMITTEE. 

18.  A General  Purposes  Committee 
of  five  members  shall  be  elected  on 
the  first  day  Congress  assembles. 
They  shall  appoint  from  their  body  a 
chairman  and  secretary.  Their  duties 
shall  be — 

(а)  To  co-operate  with  the  movers 
of  propositions  and  amendments  in 
order  that  composite  propositions 
may  be  obtained  wherever  possible. 

(б)  To  have  printed  and  circu- 
lated to  the  delegates  copies  of  the 
composite  propositions  they  have 
approved. 
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(c)  To  submit  to  the  President  of 
Congress  a programme  of  all  pro- 
positions and  amendments  approved 
by  them  as  being  in  accordance 
with  Standing  Orders,  together  with 
all  suggestions  for  the  proper  con- 
duct of  the  business  of  the  Congress. 

(d)  To  report  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  any  violation  of 
the  Standing  Orders  that  may  be 
brought  to  their  notice,  together 
with  any  recommendation  agreed 
upon. 

AUDITORS. 

19.  Two  Auditors  shall  be  elected, 
who  shall  have  access  to  all  the  papers 
and  documents  relating  to  the  income 
and  expenditure  of  the  Parliamentary 
Committee. 

ACCOUNTS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

20.  In  order  that  affiliated  societies 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  perusing 
the  financial  statements  prior  to 
Congress  assembling,  the  financial 
year  shall  close  on  July  31st.  The 
audit  shall  then  take  place,  and 
printed  balance  sheets,  duly  certified 
by  the  Auditors,  shall  be  sent  with 
the  complete  agenda  to  the  official 
correspondents  of  the  trades  not  less 
than  14  days  before  the  meeting  of 
Congress. 

All  surplus  moneys  after  payment  of 
the  expenses  of  the  Congress,  shall  be 
used  for  the  general  purposes  of  the 
Parliamentary  Committee. 

DEALING  WITH  DISPUTES. 

21.  Any  society  engaged  in  a dis- 
pute and  considering  themselves 
aggrieved  by  reason  of  the  members 
of  another  society  assisting  to  defeat 
those  on  strike,  may  report  the  cir- 
cumstances to  the  Parliamentary 
Committee,  who  may  then  take  such 
steps  as  the  circumstances  may 
warrant,  and  should  the  charge  be 
proved  the  offending  society  shall  be 
charged  with  all  costs. 

Should  any  society  make  a charge 
against  another  society,  and  after  due 
investigation  fail  to  prove  the  same, 
it  shall  bear  the  whole  cost  of  the 


investigation,  including  the  expenses 
incurred  by  the  defendant  society ; 
and  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  the  charge  be  a 
false  one,  wilfully  and  knowingly 
made,  the  society  shall,  in  addition 
to  bearing  the  expense,  be  liable  to  a 
fine  not  exceeding  £20. 

Should  any  society  make  a charge 
against  another  society,  and  the 
society  against  whom  the  charge  is 
made  refuses  to  have  the  same  in- 
vestigated, such  society  shall  be 
deemed  guilty,  and  be  reported  to 
Congress. 

Any  society  refusing  to.  pay  the 
expenses  of  inquiry  or  fine  as  laid 
down  by  this  Standing  Order  shall  be 
reported  to  Congress. 

AMENDMENT  OF  STANDING  ORDERS. 

22.  Should  any  amendment  of  the 
Standing  Orders  of  the  Congress  be 
proposed  by  any  society,  such  amend- 
ment must  be  forwarded  to  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  at  least 
twelve  weeks  before  the  meeting  of 
Congress. 

In  no  case  shall  the  Standing 
Orders  be  suspended  unless  agreed  to 
by  two-thirds  of  the  delegates  voting. 

DELEGATES  LEAVING  CONGRESS. 

23.  No  delegate  shall  leave  Con- 
gress without  the  consent  of  the  Vice- 
President  ; and  delegates  absent  one 
whole  sitting  without  leave  of  absence 
shall  be  named  by  the  President. 

FOREIGN  DELEGATION. 

24.  In  the  event  of  Congress  de- 
ciding upon  any  foreign,  American,  or 
Annual  Co-operative  Congress  or  other 
delegation,  nominations  for  such  dele- 
gation must  be  sent  in  to  the 
Secretary  not  later  than  twelve  weeks 
prior  to  the  meeting  of  Congress. 

SECRETARY’S  SALARY. 

25.  The  Secretary’s  salary  shall  be 
£300  per  annum,  free  of  income  tax; 
and  over  and  above  this  allowance  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  shall  pro- 
vide reasonable  remuneration  on  a 
Trade  Union  basis  for  his  clerical 
assistant  or  assistants. 
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OFFICIAL  SALARIES  AND  OTHER  PAYMENTS. 


Parliamentary  Committee  (resident  out  of  London),  12s.  6d.  per  day  and  travelling 
expenses. 

% f • 

Parliamentary  Committee  (resident  in  London),  10s.  per  day  and  travelling 

expenses. 


General  Purposes  Committee 


99  99 


Secretary  . . . 


Doorkeepers  and  Messengers 
Tellers 

Scrutineers  ... 


...  £2  0 0 each. 

...  3 0 0 

...  2 0 0 each. 

...  110  „ 

...  110  „ 


On  behalf  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee, 


General  Buildings,  Aldwych, 
Strand,  London,  W.C. 


C..W.  BOWERMAN, 

Secretary 


IMPORTANT  DETAILS  OF  FAST  CONGRESSES. 

Dates  and  Places  oe  Congresses,  Presidents,  Seceetabies  and  Chairmen  to  Parliamentary  Committee,  Number  of  Delegates  Present,  Number 
oe  Societies  and  Members  Represented,  and  Total  Income  to  Parliamentary  Committee,  prom  its  Commencement. 
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tains  Trade  Union  conditions  of  Labour,  pays  Fair 
to  nearly  20,000  workers,  and  aims  at  steadying  emplo 


. 


AND  IT  ASKS  YOU  TO 


JOIN  THE  LOCAL  STORES  AND  GIVE  THE  WHI 


YOUR  PRACTICAL  SUPPORT. 
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